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LETTERS 

FROM 

Dr.  SWIFT  to  STELLA; 


LETTER  XXVII. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Johnson. 

I London,  July  19,  I7lt. 
HAVE  juft  fent  my  26th,  and  have  nothing 
to  fay,  becaufe  I  have  other  letters  to  write ; 
(pftiav/,  I  began  too  high)  but  I  muft  lay  the 
beginning  like  a  neft-egg:  to-morrow  I'll  fay 
more,  and  fetch  up  this  hneto  be  ftraigbt.  This 
is  enough  at  prefent  for  two  dear  faucy  naughty 
girls. 

20.  Have  I  told  you  that  IValls  has  been  with 
me,  and  leaves  the  town  in  three  days.  He  has 
brought  no  gown  with  him.  Dilly  carried  him  to 
a  play.  He  has  come  upon  a  foolifti  errand,  and 
goes  back  as  he  comes.  I  was  this  day  v^ith  lord 
Peterhorow^  who  is  going  another  ramble :  I  be- 
lieve I  told  you  fo.  I  dined  with  lord  treafurer, 
but  cannot  get  him  to  do  his  own  bufmefs  with 
me  ;  he  has  put  me  off  till  to-morrow. 

21,  22.  I  dined  yefterday  with  lord  treafurer, 
who  would  needs  take  me  along  with  him  to 
Wtndfo}\  although  I  refufed  him  feveral  times, 
having  no  linen,  iffr.  I  had  juft  time  to  defire 
lord  Forbes  to  call  at  my  lodging,   and  order 

Vol.  V,  B  my 


C     2  ) 

my  man  to  fend  my  things  to-day  to  Wlndfor 
by  his  fervant.  I  lay  laft  night  at  the  fecretary's 
lodgings  at  TVtndfor^  and  borrowed  one  of  his  fliirts 
to  go  to  court  in.  The  queen  is  very  well.  I 
dined  with  Mr.  Majham\  and  not  hearing  any 
thing  of  my  things,  I  got  lord  Winchelfea  to  bring 
me  to  town.  Here  I  found  that  Patrick  had  broke 
open  the  clofet  to  get  my  linen  and  night-gown, 
and  fcnt  them  ioWindfor^znA  there  they  are;  and  he 
not  thinking  I  would  return  fo  foon,  is  gone  upon 
his  rambles :  fo  here  I  am  left  defiitute,  and 
forced  to  borrow  a  night-gown  of  my  landlady, 
and  have  not  a  rag  to  put  on  to-morrow ;  faith, 
it  gives  me  the  fpleen. 

23.  Morning.  It  is  a  terrible  rainy  day,  and 
rained  prodigioufly  on  Saturday  night.  Patrick 
lay  out  laft  night,  and  is  not  yet  returned  :  faith, 
poor  Prejio  is  a  defolate  creature  ;  neither  fervant, 

nor  linen,  nor  any  thing.  Night.  Lord 

Forbesh  man  has  brought  back  my  portmantua, 
and  Patrick  is  come ;  fo  I  am  in  Chrijiian  circum- 
ftances  :  I  fhall  hardly  commit  fuch  a  frolick  a- 
gain.  I  juft  crept  out  to  Mrs.  Vans,  and  dined, 
and  ftaid  there  the  afternoon  :  it  has  rained  all  this 
day.  IVindfor  is  a. delicious  place  :  I  never  faw  it 
before,  except  for  an  hour  about  feventeen  years 
ago.  Walh  has  been  here  in  my  abfence,  I  fup- 
pofe  to  take  his  leave ;  for  he  defigned  not  to  ftay 
above  five  days  in  London.  He  fays,  he  and  his 
wife  will  come  here  for  fome  months  next  year; 
and,  in  fhort,  he  dares  not  ftay  now  for  fear 
of  her. 

24.  I  dined  to-day  with  a  hedge  friend  in  the 
city;  and  JValls  overtook  me  in  the  ftreet,  and  told 
me  he  was  juft  getting  on  horfeback  for  Chejier, 
He  has  as  much  curiofity  as  a  cow :  he  lodged  with 
kis  horfe  in  Alderfgatc-Jireet :  he  has  bought  his  wife 
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a  nik  gown,  and  himfelf  a  hat.  An  I  what  are  you 
doing  ?  what  is  poor  MD  doing  now?  how  do  you 
pafs  your  time  at  JVexford?  how  do  the  waters 
agree  with  ^ow  ?  Let  Prejh  know  foon  ;  for  Prejlo 
longs  to  know,  and  muft  know.  Is  not  madam  Prohy 
curious  company?  I  am  afraid  this  rainy  weather 
will  fpoil  your  waters.  We  hiwe  had  a  great 
deal  of  wet  thefe  three  days.  Tell  me  all  the 
particulars  of  Wexford ;  the  place,  the  company, 
the  diverfions,  the  vi£tuals,  the  wants,  the  vexa- 
tions.  Poor  Dinghy  never  faw  fuch  a  place  in  her 
life  ;  fent  all  over  the  town  for  a  little  parfley  to 
boiled  chicken,  and  it  was  not  to  be  had  ;  the 
butter  is  ftark  naught,  except  an  old  Englijlo  wo- 
man's ;  and  it  is  fuch  a  favour  to  get  a  pound 
from  her  now  and  then.  I  am  giad  you  carried 
down  your  fteets  with  you,  elfe  you  muft  have 
lain  in  fackcloth.    O  Lord  ! 

25.  I  was  this  forenoon  with  Mr.  f.  cretary  at 
his  office,  and  helped  to.  hinder  a  man  of  his  par- 
don, who  is  condemned  for  a  rape.  The  under- 
fecretary  was  willing  to  fave  him,  upon  an  old 
notion  that  a  w^oman  cannot  be  raviflied :  but  I 
told  the  fecretary,  he  could  not  pardon  him  with- 
out a  favourable  report  from  the  judge;  befides, 
he  was  a  fiddler,  and  confcquently  a  rogue,  and 
deferred  hanging  for  fornething  elfe  ;  and  fo 
he  fhall  fwing.  What ;  I  muft  ftand  up  for 
the  honour  of  the  fair  fex  ?  'Tis  true,  the  fel- 
low had  lain  with  her  a  hundred  times  before  ; 
but  what  care  I  for  that  ?  What  !  muft  a  woman 
be  raviflied  becaufe  fbe  is  whore  ? — ^^The  fecretary 
and  I  go  on  Saturday  to  IVindfor  for  a  week.  I 
dined  with  lord  treafurer,  and  ftaid  with  him 
till  paft  ten.  I  v/as  to-day  at  his  levee,  where 
1  went  againft  my  cuftom,  becaufe  1  had  a 
mind  to  do  a  good  office  for  a  gentleman:  fo  I 
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talked  with  him  before  my  lord,  that  he  might  fee 
me,  and  then  found  occafion  to  recommend  him 
this  afternoon.  I  was  forced  to  excufe  my  coming 
to  the  levee,  that  I  did  it  to  fee  the  fight ;  for  he 
was  going  to  chide  me  away :  I  had  never  been 
there  but  once,  and  that  was  long  before  he  was 
treafurer.  The  rooms  were  all  full,  and  as  many 
Whigs  as  Tories,  He  whifpered  me  a  jeft  or  two» 
and  bid  me  come  to  dinner.  I  left  him  but  juft 
•  now,  and  'tis  late. 

26.  Mr.  Addifon  and  I  have  at  laft  met  again, 
I  dined  with  him  and  Steele  to-day  at  young  "Jacob 
Tonfons,  The  two  Jacobs  think  it  is  I  who  have 
made  the  fecretary  take  from  them  the  printing  of 
the  Gazette  J  which  they  are  going  to  lofe,  and 
Ben,  Tooke  and  another  are  to  have  it.  Jacob 
came  to  me  t'other  day,  to  make  his  court ;  but 
I  told  him  it  v/as  too  late,  and  that  it  was  not  my 
doing.  I  reckon  they  will  lofe  it  in  a  week  or  two. 
Mr.  Addifon  and  1  talked  as  ufual,  and  as  if  we 
had  feen  one  another  yefterday ;  and  Steele  and  I 
were  very  eafy,  although  I  writ  him  lately  a  biting 
letter,  in  anfw^er  to  one  of  his,  where  he  defired 
me  to  recommend  a  friend  of  his  to  lord  treafurer. 
Go,  get  you  gone  to  your  waters,  firrah.    Do  they 

give  you  a  ftomach  ?   Do  you  eat  heartily  ?  

We  have  had  much  rain  to-day  and  yefterday- 

27.  I  dined  to-day  in  the  city,  and  faw  poor 
Patty  Rolt^  and  gave  her  a  piftole  to  help  her  a 
little  forward  againft  fhe  goes  to  board  in  the 
country.  She  has  but  eighteen  pounds  a  year  ta 
live  on,  and  is  forced  to  feek  out  for  cheap 
places.  Sometimes  they  raife  their  price,  and  f<^f^- 
times  they  ftarve  her,  and  then  fhe  is  forced  'ta 
fliift.  Patrick  the  puppy  put  too  much  ink  in 
my  ftandifli,  and  carrying  too  many  things  to- 
gether, I  fpilled  it  on  my  paper  and  floor.  The 

town 
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town  is  dull,  wet  and  empty:  Wexford  is  worth 
two  of  it;  I  hope  fo  at  leaft,  and  that  poor 
little  MD  finds  it  fo.  I  reckon  upon  going 
to  Windfor  to-morrow  with  Mr.  fecretary,  un- 
lefs  he  changes  his  mind,  or  fome  other  bufmefs 
prevents  him.  I  fhall  ftay  there  a  week,  I  hope^ 
28.  Morning.  Mr.  fecretary  fent  me  word, 
he  will  call  at  my  lodgings  by  two  this  afternoon, 
to  take  me  to  Windfor^  fo  1  muft  dine  no  where ;  and 
I  promifed  lord  treafurer  to  dine  with  him  to-day; 
but  I  fuppofe  we  fhall  dine  at  Windfor  at  five,  for 
we  make  but  three  hours  there.  1  am  going 
abroad,  but  have  left  Patrick  to  put  up  my  things, 
and  to  be  fure  to  be  at  home  half  an  hour  before 
two.* — Windfor^  at  night.  We  did  not  leave  Lon^ 
don  till  three,  and  dined  here  between  fix  and  feven ; 
at  nine  I  left  the  company,  and  went  to  fee  lord 
treafurer,  who  isjuft  come.  I  chid  him  for  coming 
fo  late;  he  chid  me  for  not  dining  with  him; 
faid,  he  ftaid  an  hour  for  me.  Then  I  went  and 
fat  with  Mr.  Lewis  till  juft  now,  and  'tis  paft  ele- 
ven. I  lie  in  the  fame  houfe  with  the  fecretary, 
one  of  the  prebendary's  houfes.  The  fecretary 
is  not  co'me  from  his  apartment  in'the  Cajile,  Da 
you  think  that  abominable  dog  Patrick  was  out  af- 
ter two  to-day,  and  I  in  a  fright  every  moment 
for  fear  the  chariot  fhould  come  ?  and  when  he 
came  in  he  had  not  put  up  one  rag  of  my  things : 
I  never  was  in  a  greater  pallion,  and  would  certain- 
ly have  cropt  one  of  his  ears,  if  I  had  not  lookt 
every  m.oment  for  the  fecretary,  who  fent  his  equi- 
page to  my  lodging  before,  and  came  in  a  chair 
f^om  Whitehall  to  me,  and  happened  to  flay  half 
an  hour  later  than  he  intended.  One  of  lord 
treafurer's  fervants  gave  me  a  letter  to-night;  I 
found  it  was  from  with  an  ofFcr  of  fifty 

pounds  to  be  paid  me  in  what  manngr  I  pleafed; 
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becaufe,  he  faid,  he  defircd  to  be  well  with  me.  I 
was  in  a  rage  5  but  my  friend  Lewis' cbol^d  me, 
and  faid,  it  is  what  the  beft  men  fometimes  meet 
with  ;  and  I  have  been  not  feldom  ferved  in  the 
like  manner,  although  not  fo  grofsly.  In  thefe 
cafes  I  never  demur  a  moment;  nor  ever  found 
the  leaft  inclination  to  take  any  thing.  Well,  I'll 
go  try  to  fieep  in  my  new  bed,  and  to  dream'  of 
poor  We:>:ford  MD^  and  Stella  that  drinks  water, 
and  Dingley  that  drinks  ale. 

21.  r  was  at  Court  and  church  to-day,  as  I 
was  this  day  fennight :  I  generally  am  acquainted 
with  about  thirty  in  the  drawing  room,  and  I  am 
fo  proud  I  make  all  the  lords  come  up  to  me ;  one 
palies  half  an  hour  pleafant  enough.    We  had  a 
dunce  to  preach  before  the  queen  to-day,  which  of- 
ten happens.    Windfor  is  a  delicious  fituation,  but 
the  town  is  fcoundrel.    I  have  this  morning  got 
the  Gazette  for  Ben,  Tooke  and  one  Barber  a  prin- 
ter;  it  will  be  about  three  hundred  pounds  a  year 
between  them.    T'other  fellov/  v^as  printer  of 
the  Examiner^  which  is  now  laid  down,    i  dined 
with  the  fecretary,  we  were  4  dozen  in  all,  three 
Scotch  lords,  and  lord  Betei^horovp.  Duke  Hamilton 
would  needs  be  witty,  and  hold  up  my  train  as  I 
walked  up  ftairs.    It  is  an  ill  circumftance  that 
on  Sundays  much  company  aUvays  meet  at  the 
great  tables.    Lord  treafuier  told  at  Courts  what 
I  faid  to  Mr.  fecretary  on  this  occafion.  The 
fecretary  fliewed  me  his  bill  of  fare  to  encourage 
me  to  dine  with  him.   Poh,  faid  I,  (hew  me  a  bill 
of  company,  for  I  value  not  your  dinner.  See 
how  this  is  all  blotted*,  I  can  write  no  more  here, 

*  This  refers  to  the  ink  mentioned  above,  which 
bloired  his  p^per. 
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but  to  tell  you  I  love  MD  dearly,  and  God  blefs 
them. 

30.  In  my  confcience  I  fear  I  fhall  have  the 
gout.  I  fometimes  feel  pains  abput  my  feet  and 
toes  ;  I  never  drank  till  within  thefe  two  years, 
and  I  did  it  to  cure  my  head.  I  often  fit  evenings 
with  fome  of  thefe  people,  and  drink  in  my  turn; 
but  I  am  now  refolved  to  drink  ten  times  lefs  than 
before ;  but  they  advife  me  to  let  what  I  drink  be 
all  wine,  and  not  to  put  water  to  it*.  Tooke  and  the 
printer  ftayed  to-day  to  finifh  their  affair,  and  treated 
me,  and  two  of  the  under-fecretaries,  upon  their 
getting  the  Gazette,  Then  I  went  to  fee  lord 
treafurer,  and  chid  him  for  not  taking  notice  of 
meat  Windfor :  he  faid,  he  kept  a  place  for  me 
yefterday  at  dinner,  and  expecSled  me  there;  but 
I  was  glad  I  did  not  come,  becaufe  the  duke  of 
Buckingham  was  there,  and  that  .would  have  made 
us  acquainted  ;  which  I  have  no  mind  to.  How- 
ever, we  appointed  to  fup  at  Mr.  Majharns^  and 
there  ftayed  till  paft  one  o'clock  ;  and  that  is  late, 
firrahs  :  and  I  have  much  bufinefs. 

31.  I  have  fent  a  noble  haunch  of  venifon  this 
afternoon  to  Mrs.  Vanhomrigh :  I  wifti  you  had 
it,  firrahs  :  I  dined  gravely  with  my  landlord  the 
fecretary.  The  queen  was  abroad  to-day  in  order 
to  hunt,  but  finding  It  difpofed  to  rain,  fhe  kept 

*  This  advice  appears  to  be  reafonable,  either  becaufe 
that  when  wine  is  mixed  with  water,  the  particles  of  it, 
being  diluted,  infinuate  thernfelves  with  greater  facility 
into  more  velfels  of  the  body,  and  into  channels,  that 
pure  wine  could  not  readily  get  admitrancfe  into  ;  and 
therefore  its  efFecls  are  more  difficult  to  be  fhaken  of : 
or,  becaufe  chat  wine  beingj  of  a  hot  nature,  as  it  digeils 
every  thing  elfe,  fo  it  digefts  itfelf ;  but,  when  mixed 
with  water,  it  has  a  contrary  elfed:,  Vid.  Ariftot.  Pro- 
blem. Sed,  3,  Prob.  3.    ConfuU  alfo  Prob,  14,  22. 
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in  her  cbach  ;  fhe  hunts  in  a  chaife  with  one  horfe^^ 
which  ftie  drives  herfelf,  and  drives  furioufly,  like 
yehu^  and  is  a  mighty  hunter,  like  Nimrod,  Ding- 
ley  has  heard  of  Nimrcd^  but  not  Stella^  for  it  is  in 
the  Bible.  I  was  to-day  at  Eton^  which  i.s  but  juft 
crofs  the  bridge,  to  fee  my  lord  Kerry^s  fon,  who 
is  at  fchool  there.  Mr.  fecretary  has  given  me  a 
warrant  for  a  buck ;  I  can't  fend  it  to  MD  ? 
It  is  a  fad  thing  faith,  confidering  how  Prejlo 
loves  MD^  and  how  MD  would  love  Prejlo's  ve- 
nifon  for  Prefio's  fake.  God  blefs  the  two  dear 
Wexford  girls. 

A^g,  1.  We  had  for  dmner  the  fellow  of  that 
haunch  of  venifon  I  fent  to  London  ;  'twas  mighty 
fat  and  good,  and  eight  people  at  dinner;  that 
%yas  bad.  The  queen  and  I  were  going  to  take 
the  air  this  afternoon,  but  not  together ;  and  were 
both  hindered  by  a  fudden  rain.  Her  coaches  and 
chaifes  all  went  back,  and  the  guards  too:  and 
I  fcoured  into  the  market-place  for  fhelter.  I  in- 
tended to  have  walked  up  the  fineft  avenue  I  ever 
faw,  two  miles  long,  w^ith  two  rows  of  elms  on 
each  fide,  I  walked  in  the  evening  a  little  upon 
the  terrace,  and  came  home  at  eight :  Mr.  fecre- 
tary came  foon  after,  and  we  were  engaging  in 
deep  difcourfe,  and  I  was  endeavouring  to  fettle 
fome  points  of  the  greateft  confequence  ;  and  had 
wormed  myfeif  precty  well  into  him,  when  his 
under-fecreiary  came  in  (who  lodges  in  the  fame 
houfe  with  us)  and  interrupted  all  my  fcheme.  I 
have  juft  left  him  ;  'tis  late,  l^c. 

2.  I  have  been  now  five  days  at  TVindfor^  and 
Patrick  hr.s  been  drunk  three  times  that  I  have  fecn, 
and  oftencr  I  believe.  Hchas  lately  had  cloaths 
that  have  coft  me  five  pounds,  and  the  dog  thinks 
he  has  the  whip  hand  of  me  ;  he  begins  to  mafter 
ine  3  fo  now  1  am  refolved  to  part  with  )iim,  and  ' 
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will  ufe  him  without  the  leaft  pity.  The  fecretary 
and  I  have  been  walking  three  or  four  hours  to- 
day. The  duchefs  of  Shrew/bury  afked  him,  was 
not  that  Dr.  Dr.  and  Ihe  could  not  fay  my  name 
in  EngTiJh^  but  faid  Dr.  Prejio^  which  is  Italian 
for  Swift.  Whimfical  enough,  as  Billy  Swift  fays. 
I  go  to-morrow  with  the  fecretary  to  his  houfe 
at  Buckleberry^  twenty-five  miles  from  hence,  and 
return'early  on  Sunday  morning.  1  will  leave  this 
letter  behind  me  lockt  up,  and  give  you  an  ac- 
count of  my  journey  when  I  return.  I  bad  a  letter 
yefterday  from  the  biftiop  of  Clogher^  who  is  co- 
ming up  to  Dublin  to  his  parliament.  Have  you 
any  correfpondence  with  him  to  Wexford?,  Me- 
thinks,  I  now  long  for  a  letter  from  you,  dated 
Wexford^  July  24,  '^c.  O  Lord,  that  would  be 
fo  pretending;  and  then  fays  you,  Stella  can't 
write  much,  becaufe  it  is  bad  to  write  when  one 
drinks  the  waters;  and  I  think,  fays  you,  I  find 
myfelf  better  already,  but  I  cannot  tell  yet,  whe- 
ther it  be  the  journey  or  the  waters.  Prejio  is  fo 
filly  to-night ;  yes  he  be;  but  Pr^a  loves  MD 
deariy,  as  hope  faved. 

3.  Mdrning.  1  am  to  go  this  day  at  noon,  as 
I  told  you,  to  Buckleberry  \  we  dine  at  twelve, 
and  exped  to  be  there  in  four  hours  ;  I  cannot 
bid  you  good-night  now,  becaufe  I  (hall  be  twenty- 
five  miles  from  this  paper  to  night,  and  fo  my  jour- 
nal muft  have  a  break ;  fo  good  morrow,  ^c, 

4,  5.  I  dined  yefterday  at  Buckleberry^  where 
we  lay  two  nights,  and  fet  out  this  morning  at 
eight,  and  were  here  at  twelve,  in  four  hours 
we  went  twenty-fix  miles.  Mr.  fecretary  was  a 
perfect  country  gentleman  at  Buckleberry ;  he 
fmoakt  tobacco  with  one  or  two  neighbours  ;  he 
enquired  after  the  wheat  in  fuch  aHeld  ;  he  went 
to  vifit  his  hounds  ;  and  knew  all  their  names;  he 
and  his  lady  faw  me  to  my  chamber  juft  in  the 

country 
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country  fafhlon.  His  houfe  is  in  the  midft  of 
near  three  thoufand  pounds  a  year  he  had  by  his 
lady,  wiio  is  defcended  from  "Jcick  Newbury^  of 
whom  books  and  ballads  are  written  ;  ,and  there 
is  an  old  pi£lure  of  him  in  the  houfe.  She  is  a 
great  favourite  of  mine.  I  loft  church  to-day  ^ 
but  I  drefled,  and  (haved,  and  went  to  Courts  and 
would  not  dine  with  the  fecretary,  but  engaged 
myfelf  to  a  private  dinner  with  Mr.  Lewis ^  and 
one  friend  more.  We  go  to  London  to-morrow  ; 
for  lord  Dartmouth^  the  other  fecretary,  is  come, 
and  they  are  here  their  weeks  by  turns. 

6-  Lord  treafurer  comes  every  Saturday  to 
JVlndJar^  and  goes  away  on  Monday  or  Tuefday. 
I  was  with  him  this  morning  at  his  levee,  for  one 
cannot  fee  him  otherwife  here,  he  is  fo  hurried  : 
we  had  fome  talk,  and  I  told  him  I  would  ftay 
this  week  at  IVindfor  by  myfelf,  where  1  can  have 
more  Jeifure  to  do  fome  bufmefs  that  concerns 
them.  Lord  treafurer  and  the  fecretary  thought 
to  mortify  me,  for  they  told  me,  they  had  been 
talking  a  great  deal  of  m.e  to-day  to  the  queen,  and 
flie  faid,  flie  had  never  heard  of  me  ;  I  told  them^ 
Thdt  was  their  fault,  and  not  hers,  i^C'  and  fo 
we  laughed.  I  dined  with  the  fecretary,  and  let 
him  go  to  London  at  five  without  me  \  and  here 
am  I  all  alone  in  the  prebendary's  houfe,  which 
Mr.  fecretiry  has  taken ;  only  Mr.  Lewis  is  in 
my  neighbourhood,  and  we  (hall  be  good  com- 
pany. The  vice-chamberlain,  and  Mr.  Majhaniy 
and  the  green-cloth,  have  promifed  me  dinners. 
I  fhall  want  but  four  till  Mr.  fecretary  returns. 
We  have  a  mufick  meeting  in  our  town  to-night. 
I  went  to  the  rehearfal  of  it,  and  there  was  Mar^ 
garita^  and  her  fifter,  and  another  drab,  and  a 
parcel  of  fiddlers  ;  I  was  weary,  and  would  not  go 
to  the  meeting,  which  I  am  forry  for,  becaufe  I 
heard  it  was  a  great  affembly,    Mr,  Lewis  came 

fromi 
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froni  it,  and  fat  with  me  till  jufl:  now;  and  'tis 
late. 

7.  I  can  do  no  bufinefs,  I  fear,  becaufc  Mr. 
Lewis,  who  has  nothing  or  little  to  do  here,  flicks 
ciofe  to  me.  I  dined  lo-day  v/ith  the  gentlemen 
yfhers,  among  fcurvey  company  ;  but  the  queen 
was  hunting  the  flag  till  four  this  afternoon,  and 
fhe  drove  in  her  chaife  above  forty  miles,  and  it 
was  five  before  we  went  to  dinner.  Here  are  fine 
walks  about  this  town.  I  fometimes  walk  up  the 
avenue. 

8.  There  was  a  dravv^ing-room  to-day  zt  Courts 
but  fo  few  company,  that  the  queen  fentfor  us  into 
her  bed-chamber,  where  we  made  our  bows,  and 
ftood  about  twenty  of  us  round  the  room,  while  fhe 
looked  at  us  round  with  her  fan  in  her  mouth,  and 
once  a  minute  faid  about  three  words  to  fome  that 
were  neareft  her,  and  then  fhe  was  told  dinner 
was  ready,  and  went  out.  I  dined  at  the  green- 
cloth,  by  JMr.  Scarhorovjs  invitation,  who  is  in 
waiting.  It  is  much  the  beft  table  in  England^ 
and  cofts  the  queen  a  thoufand  pounds  a  month 
while  fhe  is  at  Windjor  or  Hampton- Court  \  and  is 
the  only  mark  of  magnificence  or  hofpitality  I  can 
fee  in  the  queen's  family :  it  is  defi^;ned  to  enter- 
tain foreign  minillers,  and  people  of  quality,  who 
come  to  fee  the  queen,  and  have  no  place  to 
dine  at. 

9.  Mr.  Cohe^  the  vice-chamberlaln,  made  me 
a  long  vifit  this  morning,  and  invited  me  to 
dinner,  but  the  toafc,  his  lady,  was  unfortu- 
nately engaged  to  lady  Sunderland.  Lord  trea- 
furer  ftole  here  lafi:  night,  but  did  not  lie  at 
his  lodgings  in  the  CoJlle\  and  after  feeing  the 
queen,  went  back  again.  I  jufl:  drank  a  difii  of 
chocolate  with  him.  I  fancy  I  fn^dl  have  reafon 
to  be  angry  with  him  very  fccn  :  but  what  care  I; 
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I  believe  I  fliail  die  with  miniftries  in  my  debt. 
—This  night  I  received  a  certain  letter  from  a 
place  called  IVexfcrd^  from  tv/o  dear  naughty  girls 
of  my  acquaintance ;  but  faith  I  won't  anfwer 
it  here,  no  in  troth.  I  will  fend  this  to  Mr.  Read- 
ingy  fuppoling  it  will  find  you  returned  ;  and  I 
hope  better  for  the  waters. 

10.  Mr.  vice-chamberlain  lent  me  his  horfes 
to  ride  about  and  fee  the  councrv  this  mornins". 
Dr.  Arhuthmti^  the  queen's  phyfician  and  favourite, 
went  out  wirh  me  to  fbew  me  the  places  :  we 
went  a  little  afcer  the  queen,  and  evertook  Mlfs 
Forejier^  a  maid  of  honour,  on  her  palfry  taking 
the  air  ;  we  made  her  go  along  with  us.  Wc  faw 
a  place  they  have  made  for  a  famous  horfe-race  to- 
morrow, where  the  queen  will  come.  We  met 
the  queen  coming  back,  and  Mifs  Forejler  flood, 
like  us^  with  her  hat  off  while  the  queen  went  by. 
The  Dr.. and  I  left  the  lady  where  we  found  her, 
but  under  other  conductors,  and  v/e  dined  at  a 
little  place  he  has  taken,  about  a  mile  off. 
When  I  came  &ack,  I  found  ^Ax .Scarlorow  had  fent 
all  about  to  invite  me  to  the  green-cloth,  and  lef- 
fened  his  company  on  purpofe  to  make  me  eafy.  It 
is  very  obliging,  and  will  cofl:  me  thanks*  Much 
company  is  come  to  town  this  evening,  to  fee  to- 
morrow's race.  I  was  tired  with  riding  a  trotting 
mettlefome  horfe  a  dozen  m/iles,  having  not  been 
on  horfe-back  this  twelvemonth.  And  Mifs  Fo^ 
rejier  did  not  make  it  eafier;  flic  is  a  filli:  true 
maid  of  honour,  and  I  did  not  like  her,  although 
fhe  be  a  toaft,  and  was  dreffed  like  a  man. 

11.  I  will  fend  this  letter  to-day.  I  expect  the 
fecretary  by  noon.  I  will  not  go  to  the  race,  un- 
lefs  I  can  get  room  in  fome  coach.  It  is  now 
mornino-.  1  mufl:  rife,  and  fold  ui>  and  feal  mv 
letter.  Farewel,  and  God  preferve  deareft  J/D. 

I  believe  I  ihall  leave  this  town  on  Monday. 
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LETTER  XXVIII. 

IWindfor,  Aug.  ii,  17 ii, 
SENT  away  my  twenty-feventh  this  morn- 
ing in  an  exprefs  to  London^  and  direited  to  Mr. 
Reading:  this  fhail  go  to  your  lodgings,  where  I 
reckon  you  v/ill  be  returned  before  it  reaches 
you.  I  intended  to  go  to  the  race  to-day,  but  was 
hindered  by  a  vifit,  I  believe  I  told  you  fo  in  my 
]aft.  I  dined  to-day  at  the  green-cloth,  where 
every  body  had  been  at  the  race  but  myfelf,  and 
we  were  twenty  in  all ;  and  very  noify  company: 
but  I  made  the  vice-chamberlain  and  two  friends 
mere  fit  at  a  fide-table,  to  be  a  little  quiet.  At  fix  £ 
went 'to  fee  the  fecretary,  who  is  returned;  but 
lord  keep?r  fent  to  defire  I  would  fup  with  him^ 
wd^iCre  I  flayed  till  jufl:  now ;  lord  treafurer  and 
fecretary  were .  to  come  to  us,  but  both  failed^ 
^Tis  late,  £ifr. 

■  12.  I  v/as  this  morning  to  vifit  lord  keeper,  who 
made  me  reproaches  that  I  had  never  vifited  him 
at  Windjor,  He  had  a  prefent  fent  him  of  delicious 
peaches,  and  he  was  champing  and  champing,  but  I 
durft  not  eat  one;  I  wiflied  Dinghy  had  Ibm^e  of 
them,  for  poor  S>tella  can  no  more  eat  fruit  than 
Prejio.  Diily  A/he  is  come  to  Windjor  ;  and  after 
church  I  carried  him  up  to  the  drawing-room,  and 
talked  to  the  keeper  and  treafurer,"  on  purpofe  to 
ftiew  them  to  him,  and  he  faw  the  queen  and 
feveral  o-reat  lords,  and  the  duchefs  of  Montaque  \ 
he  was  mighty  happy,  and  refolves  to  fill  a  letter 
to  the  bifhop  *.  My  friend  Lewis  znd  I  dined  fober- 
ly  with  Dr.  Jdams,  the  only  neighbour  prebenda- 
ry.   One  of  the  prebendaries  here  is  lately  a  peer, 

•  Of  CUg/jer, 
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by  the  death  of  his  father.  He  i^^  now  lord  TVII" 
loughby  of  Brooky  and  will  fit  in  the  houfe  of  lords 
with  his  gown.  I  fupped  to-night  at  Majharri^ 
with  lord  treafurer,  Mr.  fecretary,  and  Prior.  The 
treafurer  made  us  ftay  till  twelve,  before  he  came 
from  the  queen,  and  'tis  now  paft  two. 

13.  I  reckoned  upon  going  to  London  to-day; 
but  by  an  accident  the  cabinet  council  did  not  fit 
laft  night,  and  fat  to-day,  fo  we  go  to-morrow  at 
fix  in  the  morning.  I  mifs'd  the  race  to-day  by 
coming  out  too  late,  when  every  body's  coacii 
was  gone,  and  ride  1  would  not ;  I  felt  my  laft 
riding  three  days  after.  We  had  a  dinner  to-day 
at  the  fecretary's  lodgings  without  him  ;  Mr  Hare^ 
his  under-fecretary,  Mr.  Lewis^  brigadier  Sutton 
and  i  dined  together,  and  I  made  the  vice-cham- 
berlain take  a  inap  with  u«^,  rather  than  ftay  till 
iive  for  his  lady,  who  was  gone  to  the  race.  The 
reafon  why  the  cabinet  council  was  not  held  laft 
night,  was  becaufe  Mr.  fecretary  St,  John  would 
not  fit  with  your  duke  of  Sonierfet^  So  to-day  the 
duke  was  forced  to  go  to  the  race  whi'e  the  cabi- 
net was  held.  We  have  mufick-meetings  in  our 
town,  and  I  was  at  the  rehearfal  t'other  day,  but  I 
did  not  value  it,  nor  would  go  to  the  meeting. 
Did  I  tell  you  this  before  ? 

London^  14.  We  came  to  town  this  day  in  two 
hours  and  forty  minutes  :  twenty  miles  are  no- 
thing here.    1  found  a  letter  from  the  archbifliop 

Diihlhi^  fent  me  the  Lord  knows  how.  He 
fays  fome  of  the  biftions  will  hardly  believe  that 
lord  treafurer  got  the  queen  to  remit  the  Firjl- 
Fruits  before  the  duke  of  Oy7mnd  was  declared 
lord  lieutenant;  and  that  the  biftiops  have  writ- 
ten a  letter  to  lord  treafurer,  to  thank  him.  He  has 
fent  me  the  addrefs  of  the  convocation,  afcribing, 
in  good  part,  that  afrair  to  the  duke,  who  had  lefs 
8  ^  iliare 
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ihare  in  it  than  MD ;  for  if  it  had  not  been  M 
MD^  I  ftiould  not  have  been  fo  good  a  folicitor.  I 
dined  to-day  in  the  city,  about  alittlebltof  mifchief, 
with  a  printer. — I  found  Mrs.  Vanho7nrigb  all  ia 
combuftion,  fquabbling  with  her  rogue  of  a  land- 
lord ;  (he  has  left  her  houfe,  and  gone  out  of  our 
neighbourhood  a  good  way.  Her  eldeft  daughter 
is  come  of  age,  and  going  to  Ireland  to  loolc  after 
her  fortune,  and  get  it  in  her  own  hands. 

15.  I  dined  to-day  with  Mrs.  Van^  who  goes 
to-night  to  her  new  lodgings,    I  went  at  fix  to 
fee  lord  treafurer,  but  his  company  was  gone,  con- 
trary to  cuftom,  and  he  was  bufy,  and  i  was  for- 
ced to  ftay  fome  time  before  I  could  fee  him. 
We  were  together  hardly  an  hour,  and  he  went 
away  being  in  hafte.    He  defired  me  to  dine  with 
him  on  Friday^  becaufe  there  would  be  a  friend  of 
his  that  I  muft  fee  :  my  lord  Harley  told  me  when 
he  was  gone,  that  it  was  Mrs.  Mafoam  his  father 
meant,  who  is  come  to  tov/n  to  lie-in,  and  whom  I 
never  faw,  though  her  hufband  is  one  cf  our  Society, 
God  fend  her  a  good  time ;  her  death  would  be  a 
terrible  thing. — Do  you  know,  that  I  hsve  ven- 
tured all  my  credit  with  thefe  great  minifters  to 
clear  fome  mifunderftandings  betwixt  them;  and 
if  there  be  no  breach,  I  ought  to  have  the  merit  of 
it  ?  'Tis  a  plaguy  ticklifh  piece  of  work,  and  a  man 
hazards  lofing  both  fides.    'Tis  a  pity  the  world 
does  not  know  my  virtue, —  1  thought  the  clergy 
in  convocation  in  Ireland  would  have  given  me 
thanks  for  being  their  folicitor,  but  I  hear  of  no 
fuch  thing.    Pray  talk  occafionally  on  that  fub- 
je£l:,  and  let  me  know  what  you  hear.    Do  you 
know  the  greatnefs  of  my  fpiiit,  that  I  value  their 
thanks  not  a  rufh  ?  but  at  my  return  fhall  freely  let 
all  people  know,  that  it  was  my  lord  treafurer^s 
adtion,  wherein  the  duke  of  OrmGnd  had  no  more 
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fhare  than  a  cat.  And  fo  they  may  go  whiftle, 
and  ril  go  fleep. 

16.  I  was  this  day  in  the  city,  and  dined  at  Pon-' 
ia5f^  with  Stratford^  and  two  other  merchants. 
Ponta5i  told  us,  although  his  wine  was  fo  good,  he 
fold  it  cheaper  than  others,  he  took  but  feven 
fliillings  a  flafk.  Are  not  thefe  pretty  rates  ?  The 
books  he  fent  for  from  Haynhurgh^  are  come,  but  not 
yet  got  out  of  the  cuftom-houfe.  My  library  will 
be  at  leaft  double  when  I  come  back,  I  fliall  go  to 
Windfor  again  on  Saturday^  to  meet  our  Society^ 
who  are  to  fup  at  Mr.  fecretary's ;  but  I  believe 
I  fliall  return  on  Monday^  ^d  then  I  will  anfwer 
your  letter,  that  lies  fa  fe  here  underneath;  —I 
fee  it ;  lie  ftill  ;  I'll  anfwer  you,  when  the  ducks 
have  eaten  up  the  dirt. 

17.  I  dined  to-day  at  lord  treafurer's  with  Mrs. 
Mafoam^  and  Ihe  is  extremely  like  one  Mrs.  Ma- 
lolly^  that  was  once  my  landlady  in  Trim.  She  was 
ufed  with  mighty  kindnefs  and  refpeft  like  a  fa- 
vourite. It  fignifies  nothing  going  to  this  lord 
treafurer  about  bufmefs,  although  it  be  his  own. 
He  v/as  in  hafte,  and  defires  I  will  come  again,  and 
dine  with  him  to-morrow.  His  famous  lying  por- 
ter is  fallen  fick,  and  they  think  he  will  die:  I 
wifli  I  had  all  my  half-crowns  again.  I  believe  I 
have  told  you,  he  is  an  old  Scotch  fanatick,  and  the 
damn'deft  liar  in  his  office  alive.  I  have  a  mind 
to  recommend  Patrick  to  fucceed  him :  I  have 
trained  him  up  pretty  well.  I  reckon  for  certain, 
you  are  now  in  town.  The  weather  now  begins 
to  alter  to  rain. 

Windfor^  18.  I  dined  to- day  with  lord  treafurer, 
and  he  would  make  me  go  with  him  to  Windfor^ 
although  I  was  engaged  to  the  fecretary,  to  whom 
I  made  my  excufes  ;  we  had  in  the  coach  befides, 
his  fen  and  fon-in-law,  lord  Harley^  and  lord  Dup-- 
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pUn^  who  are  two  of  our  fociety,  and  feven  of  us 
met  by  appointment,  and  Tupped  this  night  with 
the  fccretary.  It  was  paft  nine  before  we  got 
here;  but  a  fine  moon-fliiny  night.  I  ftiall  go 
back,  I  believe,  on  Monday,    ' Tis  very  late. 

19.  The  queen  did  not  ftir  out  to-day,  fhe  is 
in  a  little  fit  of  the  gout.  I  dined  at  Mr.  Ma^ 
jham\ ;  we  had  none  but  our  fociety  members,  fix 
in  all,  and  I  fupped  with  lord  treafurer.  The 
queen  has  ordered  twenty  thoufand  pounds  to  go 
on  with  the  building  at  Blenheim^  which  has  been 
ftarved  till  now,  fince  the  change  of  the  miniftry. 
I  fuppofe  it  is  to  reward  his  laft  adlion  of  getting 
into  the  French  lines.  Lord  treafurer  kept  me  till 
paft  twelve. 

London^  20.  It  rained  terribly  every  fiep  of  our 
journey  to-day  ;  I  returned  with  the  fecretary  after 
a  dinner  of  cold  meat,  and  went  to  Mrs.  VanSy 
where  I  fat  the  evening.  I  grow  very  idle,  becaufe 
I  have  a  great  deal  of  bufinefs.  Tell  me  how  you 
pafled  your  time  at  Wexford \  and  an't  you  glad 
at  heart  you  have  got  home  fafe  to  your  lodgmgs 
at  5f.  Mary\^  pray  ?  And  fo  your  friends  come  to 
vifit  you;  and  Mrs.  Walk  is  much  better  of  her 
eye;  and  the  dean  isjuft  as  he  ufed  to  be:  and 
'What  does  Walls  fay  of  London?  'tis  a  reafoning 
coxcomb.  And  goody  Stcyte^  and  Hannah  what 
d'ye  call  her;  no,  her  name  en' t  Hannah^  Catherine 
I  mean  ;  they  were  fo  glad  to  fee  the  ladies  again  ; 
and  Mrs.  Manley  wanted  a  companion  at  ombre. 

21.  I  writ  to-day  to  the  archbifhop  of  Dublin^ 
and  inclofed  a  long  politick  paper  by  itfelf.  You 
know  the  bifhops  are  all  angry  that  (fmoak  the 
/wax  candle  drop  at  the  bottom  of  this  paper)  I 
have  let  the  world  know  the  Firjl-frults  were  got 
by  lord  treafurer  before  the  duke  of  Ormond  was 
governor.    I  told  lord  treafurer  all  this,  and  he  is 
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very  angry ;  but  I  pacified  him  again  by  telling 
liim  thsy  were  fools,  and  knew  nothing  of  what 
palTed  here,  but  thought  all  was  well  enough,  if 
they  complimented  the  duke  of  Ormond,  Lord 
treafurer  gave  me  t'other  day  a  letter  of  thanks  he 
received  from  the  bifliops  of  Ireland^  figned  by  fe- 
venteen,  and  fays  he  will  write  them  an  anfwer. 
The  dean  of  Carlifle  fat  with  me  to-day  till  three, 
and  I  went  to  dine  with  lord  treafurer,  who  dined 
abroad,  fo  did  the  fecretary,  and  I  was  left  in 
the  fuds,  'Twas  almoft  four,  and  I  got  to  Sir 
Mattknv  Dudley^  who  had  half  dined.  Thornhill^ 
who  killed  Sir  Chohnley  Der'mg^  was  murdered 
by  two  men  on  Turnbarn-Green  laft  Monday  night : 
as  they  ftabbed  hin^  they  bid  him  remember 
Sir  Cholmhy  Bering.  They  had  quarrelled  at 
Hampton- Courts  and  followed  and  ftabbed  him  on 
horfeback.  We  have  only  a  Grubftreet  paper  of 
it,  but  I  believe  it  is  true.  1  went  myfelf  through 
Turnham-Green  the  fame  night,  which  was  yefter- 
day. 

2  2.  Wc  have  had  terrible  rains  thefe  two  or 
three  days.  I  intended  to  dine  at  lord  treafurer's, 
but  went  to  fee  lady  Abcrcorn^  who  is  come  ta 
town,  and  my  lord;  and  I  dined  with  them,  and 
vifited  lord  treafurer  this  evening.  His  porter  is 
mending.  I  fat  with  my  lord  about  three  hours, 
and  am  come  home  early  to  be  bufy,  .Faffing  by 
JVbites  ChocclatC'hoiife^  my  brother  MoJ}:am  called 
me,  and  told  me  his  wife  was  brought  to-bed  of  a 
boy,  and  both  very  well.  (Our  fociety,  you 
niuft  know,  are  all  brothers.)  Dr.  Garth  told  us, 
that  Mr.  Henley  is  dead  of  an  apoplexy.  His  bro- 
ther-in-law, earl  Poulct^  is  gone  down  to  the 
Grange  to  take  care  of  his  funeral.  The  earl  of 
Davbw  the  duke  of  Leeds's  eldi-ft  grandfon,  a  very 
hopeful  young  man  of  about  twenty,  is  dead  at 
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Utrecht  of  the  fmall-pox. — I  long  to  know  whe- 
ther jK)u  begin  to  have  any  good  effect  by  your 
waters. —  Methinks  this  letter  goes  on  flowlyj 
■'twill  be  a  fortnight  next  Saturday  fmce  it  was  be- 
gun, and  one  fide  not  filled.  O  fye  for  ftiame, 
Prejio.  Faith,  I'm  fo  tofticated  to  and  from  Wind- 
for^  that  I  know  not  what  to  fay  ;  but  faith.  Til 
go  to  Wmdfor  again  on  Saturday^  if  they  a(k  me, 
not  elfe.  So  lofe  your  money  again,  now  you  are 
come  home  ;  do,  firrah. 

Take  your  magnifying  glafs,  madam  Dinghy. 
You  (ha'nt  read  this,  firrah  Stella  ;  don't  read  it 
for  your  life,  for  fear  of  your  deareft  eyes. 

There's  enough  for  this  fide  \  thefe  minifters 
hinder  me. 

Pretty,  dear,  little,  naughty,  faucy  MD. 
Silly,  impudent  loggerhead  PreJio. 
23.  Dilly2Lnd  I  dined  to-day  with  lord  Abercorn^ 
and  had  a  fine  fat  haunch  of  venifon,  that  fmelt 
rarely  on  one  fide  :  and  after  dinner  Dilly  won  half  a 
crown  of  me  at  backgammon  at  his  lodgings,  to  his 
great  content.  It  is  a  fcurvy  empty  town  this  melan- 
choly feafon  of  the  year  ^  but  [  think  our  weather  be- 
gins to  mend.  The  roads  are  as  deep  as  in  Winter.  Tiie 
grapes  are  fad  things ;  but  the  peaches  are  pretty  good, 
and  there  are  fome  figs.  1  fometimes  venture  to  eat 
one,  but  always  repent  it.  You  fay  nothing  of  the 
box  fent  half  a  year  ago.  I  wifh  you  would  pay  me 
for  Mrs.  Walh^^  tea.  Your  mother  is  in  the  coun- 
try, I  fuppofe.  Pray  fend  me  the  account  of  MD^ 
madam  Dingley^  as  it  ftands  fince  November^  that 
is  to  fay,  for  this  year,  (excluding  the  twenty 
pounds  lent  Stella  for  Wexford)  for  i  cannot  look 
in  your  letters.  I  think  1  ordered  that  Havukfnazvz 
intereft  Ihould  be  paid  to  you.  When  you  think 
proper,  1  will  let  Parvijol  know  you  have  paid 
that  twenty  pounds^,  or  part  of  it^  and  fo  go  play 
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with  the  dean,  and  I  will  anfwer  your  letter  to* 
morrow.  Good  night,  firrahs,  and  love  Pre/io, 
and  be  good  girls. 

24.  1  dined  to-day  with  lord  treafurer,  who 
chid  me  for  not  dining  with  him  yeilerday,^  for  it 
feems  I  did  not  underftund  his  invitation :  and 
their  dub  of  the  miniftry  dined  together,  and  ex- 
pected me.    Lord  Radnor  and  I  were  v/alking  the 
jVhil  this  evening;  and  Mr.  fecretary  met  us  and 
took  a  turn  or  two,  and  then  ftole  av/ay,  and  we 
both  believed  it  was  to  pick  up  fome  wench;  and 
to-m.orrow  he  will  be  at  the  cabinet  with  the 
queen  :  fo  goes  the  world.    Prior  has  been  out  of 
town  thefe  two  monchs,  nobody  knows  where, 
and  is  lately  returned.    People  confidently  affirra 
he  has  been  in  Frayice^  and  i  half  believe  it.    It  is 
faid,  he  was  fent  by  the  miniftry,  and  for  fome 
overtures  towards  a  Peace.  The  fecretary  pretends 
he  knows  nothing  of  it.    I  believe  your  parlia- 
ment v/ill  be  diiTolved.   I  have  been  talking  about 
the  quarrel  between  your  lords  and  comm.ons  with 
lord  treafurer ;   and  did,  at  the  requeft  of  fome 
people,  defire  that  the  queen's  anfv/er  to  the  com- 
mons a  ddrefs  might  exprefs  a  dillike  of  fome 
principles,  ^c.  but  was  anfwered  dubioufly. 
And  fo  now  to  your  letter,  fair  ladies.    1  know 
driakin2:  is  bad  :  I  mean  writino;  is  bad  in  drink- 
uig  the  waters;  and  was  ano;ry  to  fee  fo  much  in 
Stellas  hand.    But  why  Dinghy  drinks  them  I 
cannot  imagine;  but  truly  fiie'll  drink  waters  as 
well  as  Stella :  why  not  ?    I  hope  you  now  find 
the  benefit  of  them  fince  you  are  returned  :  pray 
let  me  know  particularly.    I  am  glad  you  are  for- 
ced upon  exercife,  which,  I  believe,  is  as  good  as 
the  waters  for  the  heart  of  them.    'Tis  now  paft 
the  middle  of  ;  fo  by  your  reckoning  you 
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letters  fhould  mifcarry  between  DuLTin  nnd  fVeX' 
forcU  after  fcaping  the  fait  feas.  I  v.'ill  write  no 
more  that  nafty  town  in  hafte  again  V  warrant  you. 
I  have  been  four  Sunduys  together  at  JVindfor^  of 
which  a  fortnieht  tog-ether:  but  I  believ^e  J  fhall 
not  go  to-morrow;  for  I  will  not,  unlefs  the  fe- 
cretary  aiks  me.  I  know  all  your  news  about 
the  mayor  :  it  makes  no  noife  here  at  all,  but 
the  quarrel  of  your  parliament  does;  it  is  fo 
very  extraordinary,  and  the  language  of  the  com- 
mons fo  very  prerty.  The  Examiner  has  been 
down  this  month,  and  was  very  filly  the  five  or  fix 
laft  papers;  but  there  is  a  pamphlet  come  our,  in 
anfvver  to  a  letter  to  the  feven  lords  who  examin- 
ed Gregg,  The  Arifwer  is  by  the  real  author  of 
the  Examiner^  as  I  believe ;  for  it  is  very  well 
written.  We  had  Trapes  poem  on  the  duke  of 
Ormond  printed  here,  and  the  printer  fold  juft  ele- 
ven of  them.  'Tis  a  dull  piece,  not  half  fo  good 
as  St  slides ;  and  flie  is  very  mod  eft  to  compare 
herfelf  with  fuch  a  poetafter.  I  am  heartily  forry 
for  poor  Mrs.  Parnei's  death  ;  fhe  feemed  to  be  an 
excellent  good-natured  young  woman,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  poor  lad  is  much  afflicled  ;  they  appeared 
to  1  ive  perfefflv  well  together.  Diliy  is  not  tired 
at  all  with  England^  *  but  intends  to  continue 
here  a  good  while :  he  is  mighty  eafy  to  be  at 
diftance  from  his  tv/o  fifters  in-law.  He  finds 
fome  fort  of  fcrub  acquaintance  ;  goes  now  and 
then  in  difguife  to  a  play;  fmoaks  his  pipe;  reads 
now  and  then  a  little  trafii,  and  what  elfe  the  Lord 
knows.  I  fee  him  now  and  then;  for  he  calls  here, 
and  the  town  being  thin,  I  am  lefi  peftered  with 
company  than  ufual.  1  have  got  rid  of  many  of  my 
foiicitors,  by  doing  nothing  for  them:  I  have  not 
above  eio-ht  or  nine  left,  and  I'll  be  as' kind  to  them. 
Did  I  tell  vou  of  a  knight,  who  defued  me  to  fpeak 
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tdlord  treafurer  to  give  him  two  thoufand  pounds^ 
QF  five  hundred  pounds  a  year,  until  he  could  get 
fomething  better  ?  I  honeftly  delivered  my  mef- 
fage  to  the  treafurer,  adding,  I  he  knight  was  a 
puppy,  whom  I  would  not  give  a  groat  to  fave 
from  the  gallows.  Cole  Readings  father-in-laW- 
has  been  two  or  three  times  at  me  to  recommend 
his  Lights  to  the  miniftry  ;  afluring  me,  that  a 
of  mine  would,  is^c.  Did  not  that  dog  ufe 
to  fpeak  ill  of  me,  and  profefs  to  hate  me  ?  He- 
knows  not  where  1  lodge,  for  1  told  him  I  lived  in 
the  country ;  and  I  have  ordered  Patrick  to  deny 
me  conftantly  to  him. — Did  the  biihop  of  London 
die  in  Wexford?  poor  gentleman  !  Did  he  drink 
the  waters?  Were  you  at  his  burial?  Was  it 
a  great  funeral  ?  So  far  from  his  friends  ?  But  h-e 
was  very  old :  we  (hall  all  follow.  And  yet  it  was 
a  pity^  if  God  pleafed.  He  was  a  good  man ;  not 
very  learned  :  1  believe  he  died  but  poor. '  Did  he 
leave  any  charity  legacies  ?  Who  held  up  his  pall  ? 
Was  there  a  great  fight  of  clergy  ?  Do  they  de- 
fign  a  tomb  for  him  ?  Are  you  fure  it  was  the  bifliop 
of  London  ?  becaufe  there  is  an  elderly  gentleman 
here  that  we  give  the  fame  title  to  :  or  did  you  fan- 
cy all  this  in  your  water,  as  others  do  ftrange^ 
things  in  their  wine  ?  They  fay,  thefe  waters 
trouble  the  head,  and  make  people  imagine  what 
never  came  to  pafs.  Do  you  make  no  more  of  kil- 
ling a  bifliop  ?  Are  thefe  your  whiggifh  tricks  ?  — 
Yes,  yes,  I  fee  you  are  in  a  fret.  Oh  faith,  fays 
you,  hucy  Prejlo^  I'll  break  your  head  ;  what,^  can't 
one  report  what  one  hears,  without  being  made 
ajeft  and  a  laughing- frock  ?  Are  thefe  your  EngUfi) 
tricks,  with  a  murrain?  And  Sacheverell  will  be 
the  next  biftiop?  He  would  he  glad  of  an  addition 
of  two  hundred  pounds  a  year  to  what  he  has  ; 
and  that  is  more  than  they  will  give  him,  for  aught 
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I  fee.  He  hates  the  new  miniftry  mortally,  and 
they  hate  him,  and  pretend  to  defpiTe  him  too. 
They  will  not  allow  him  to  have  been  the  occafion 
of  the  late  change  ;  at  leaft  fome  of  them  will  not: 
but  my  lord  keeper  owned  it  to  me  t'other  day. 
No,  Mr.  Addtfon  does  not  go  to  Ireland  this  year  : 
be  pretended  he  would ;  but  he  is  gone  to  Bath 
with  Paftoral  Philips^  for  his  eyes. — So  now  f 
have  run  over  your  letter;  and  I  think  this  fliall 
go  to-morrow,  which  will  be  juft  a  fortnight  from 
the  laft,  and  bring  things  to  the  old  form  again 
after  your  rambles  to  Wexford^  and  mine  to  Wind^ 
for.  Are  there  not  many  literal  faults  in  my  let- 
ters ?  I  never  read  them  over,  and  I  fancy  there 
are.  What  do  you  do  then  ?  do  you  guefs  my 
meaning;  or  are  you  acquainted  with  my  manner 
of  miftaking?  I  loft  my  handkerchief  in  the  Mall 
to-ni2;ht  with  lord  Radnor :  but  I  made  him  walk 
with  me  to  find  it,  and  find  it  I  did  not.  Tifdall 
(that  lodges  with  me)  and  I  have  had  no  conver- 
sation, nor  do  we  pull  ofF  our  hats  in  the  ftreets. 
There  is  a  coufm  of  his  (I  fuppofe)  a  young 
parfon,  that  lodges  in  the  houfe  too;  a  handfome 
genteel  fellow.  Dick  Tigke  and  his  y^ife  lodged 
pver-againft  us;  ^nd  he  has  been  feen,  out  of  our 
upper  windows,  beating  her  two  or  three  times: 
they  are  both  gone  to  Ireland^  but  not  together ; 
and  he  folemnly  vows  never  to  live  with  her. 
Neighbours  do  not  ftick  to  fay,  that  (he  has  a 
tongue:  in  fliort  I  am  told,  fhe  is  the  moft  urging 
provoking  devil  that  ever  was  born;  and  he  a  hot 
whiffling  puppy,  very  apt  to  refent,  I'll  keep  this 
bottom  till  to-morrow  :  I'm  fleepy. 

25.  I  was  with  the  fecretary  this  morning,  v/ho 
was  in  a  mighty  hurry,  and  went  to  JVindfor  in  a 
chariot  with  lord  keeper  ;  fo  I  was  not  invited,  and 
am  forced  to  ftay  at  home  ;  but  not  at  all  againft 
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my  will ;  for  I  could  have  gone,  and  would  not.  I 
dined  in  the  city  with  one  of  my  printers,  for  whom 
1  got  the  Gazette^  and  am  come  home  early  ;  and 
have  nothing  to  fay  to  you  more,  but  finifii  this  let- 
ter, and  not  fend  it  by  the  bell-man.    Days  grow 
fhort,  and  the  wcdther  grows  bad,  and  the  town  is 
fplenetick,  and  things  are  fo  oddly  contrived,  that 
I  cannot  be  abfent;   otherwife  I  would  go  for  a 
few  days  to  Oxford^  as  I  promifed. — They  fay, 
'tis  certain  that  Prior  has  been  in  France ;  nobody 
doubts  it:  I  had  not  time  to  aik  the  fecretary,  he 
'was  in  fuch  hafle.    Well,  I  will  take  my  leave  of 
dearefl:  AID^  for  a  while;  fori  muft  begin  my 
next  letter  to-night :  confider  that,  young  women; 
and  pray  be  merry,  and  good  girls,   and  love 
Prefto,    There  is  now  but  one  bufmefs  the  mini- 
ftry  wants  me  for ;  and  when  that  is  done,  I  will 
take  my  leave  of  them.    I  never  got  a  penny 
from  them,  nor  expeft  it.    In  my  opinion,  fome 
things  ftand  very  ticklifh ;  I  dare  fay  nothing  at 
this  diftance.  J'arewel,  dear  fn  rahs,  deareft  lives  : 
there  is  peace  and  quiet  with  MD^  and  nowhere 
elfe.    They  have  not  leifure  here  to  think  of 
fmall  things,  which  may  ruin  them  ;   and  I  have 
been  forward  enoup-h.    Farewel  a2:ain,  deareft 
rogues;  I  am  never  happy,  but  when  I  write  or 
think  of  MD.    I  have  enough  of  Courts  and  mi- 
niftries ;   and  wifli  I  were  at  Larocor :  and  if  I 
could  -with  honour  com.e  away  this  mgment,  I 
would.    Bernage  came  to  fee  me  to-day;  he  is 
juft  landed  from  Portugal^  and  come  to  raife  recruits  j 
he  looks  very  well,  and  feem,s  pleafed  with  his  fta- 
tion  and  manner  of  life  :  he  never  fav/  London  nor 
England  before  ;  he  is  ravifhed  with  Kcnt^  which 
was  his  firft  profpedt  when  he  landed.  Farewci 
again,  ^c,  is'c. 
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LETTER  XXIX. 

^  London,  Aug.  25,  lyir. 

A  H  A  V  E  got  a  pretty  fmall  gilt  (heet  of  paper 
to  write  to  MD,  I  have  this  moment  fent  my 
28th  by  Patrick,  who  tells  me  he  has  put  it  in  the 
poft- office;  'tis  direvSted  to  your  lodgings :  if  it  wants 
more  particular  dire£lion,  you  muft  fet  me  right. 
It  is  now  a  folar  month  and  two  days  fmce  the  date 
of  your  laft,  N.  18.  and  I  reckon  you  are  now 
quiet  at  home,  and  thinking  to  begin  your  19th, 
which  will  be  full  of  your  quarrel  between  the 
two  houfes,  all  which  1  know  already.  Where 
ihall  I  dine  to-morro,v  ?  can  you  tell  ?  Mrs.  ^^7;?- 
homrigh  boards  now,  and  cannot  invite  one ;  and 
there  I  ufcd  to  dine  when  I  was  at  a  lofs;  and  all 
my  friends  are  gone  out  of  town,  and  your  towa 
is  now  at  the  fulleft  with  your  parliament  and 
convocation.  But  let  me  alone,  firrahs  \  for  Pre/lo 
is/goinp;  to  be  very  bufy  ;  not  Prefio^  but  t'other  i. 

26.  People  have  fo  left  the  town,  that  I  am  at  a 
]ofs  for  a  dinner.  It  is  a  long  time  fmce  I  have 
been  at  Lomion  upon  a  Sunday ;  and  the  rainifters 
are  all  at  Wmdfor.  It  coft  me  eighteen  pence  in 
coach-hire  before  I  could  find  a  place  to  dine  in. 
I  went  to  Frankland's^  and  he  was  abroad,  and 
the  drab  his  wife  lookt  out  at  window,  and  bow- 
ed to  me  v/ithout  inviting  me  up:  fo  I  dined 
with  Mr.  CoGte^  my  lord  Montrath\  brother ;  my 
lord  is  with  vou  in  Ireland,  This  mornino-  at  five 
my  lord  ^erfey  died  of  the  gout  in  his  ftomach,  or 
apoplexy,  or  both :  he  was  abroad  yefterday,  and 
his  death  was  fudden  :  he  was  chamberlain  to 
king  V/ilUam^  and  a  great  favourite,  turned  out  by 
the  queen  as  a  Tory^  and  flood  now  fair  to  be  privy- 
fea]  5  and  by  his  death  will,  I  fuppofe,  make  that 

matter 
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imatter  eafier,  which  has  been  a  very  ftubborn  hu^ 
finefs  at  Courts  I  have  been  infcHrmed.  I  never 
remember  fo  many  people  of  quality  to  have  died 
in  fo  fhorr  a  time, 

27.  1  went  to-day  into  the  city  to  thank  Strata 
ford  for  my  books,  and  dine  with  him,  and  fettle 
my  afFairs  of  my  money  in  the  bank,  and  receive 
a  bill  for  Mrs,  TVefiq  for  fome  things  I  am  to  buy 
for  her ;  and  the  d —  a  one  of  all  thefe  could  I  do. 
The  merchants  ^rere  all  out  of  town,  and  I  was 
forced  to  go  to  a  little  hedge  place  for  my  dinner. 
May  my  enemies  live  here  in  Sumfntr  !  and  yet  I 
am  fo  unlucky  that  I  cannot  poflibly  be  out  of  the 
way  at  this  jun£iure.  People  leave  the  town  fo 
late  in  Summer^  and  return  fo  late  in  Winter^  that 
they  have  almoft  inverted  the  feafons.  It  is  jiu- 
iumn  this  good  while  in  5/.  ^ameis  Park ;  the 
limes  have  been  lofing  their  leaves,  and  thofe  re- 
maining on  the  trees  are  all  parched  :  I  hate  this 
feafon,  where  every  thing  grov/s  v/orfe  and  worfe. 
The  only  good  thing  of  it  is  the  fruit,  and  that 
I  dare  not  eat.  Had  you  any  fruit  at  Wexford? 
A  few  cherries,  and  durft  not  eat  them.  I  do  not 
hear  we  have  yet  got  a  new  privy- feal.  The 
Whigs  whifper,  that  our  new  miniftry  difFer  among 
themfelves,  and  they  begin  to  talk  out  Mr.  fe- 
cretary :  they  have  f^me  reafons  for  their  whif- 
pers,  although  1  thought  it  was  a  greater  fecret. 
I  do  not  much  like  the  pofture  of  things;  I  al- 
ways apprehended,  that  any  falling  out  would  ruin 
them,  and  fo  I  have  told  them  feveral  times.  The 
Whi^s  are  mighty  full  of  hopes  at  prefent;  and 
whuitever  is  the  matter,  all  kind  of  ftocks  fjlL  I 
have  not  yet  talked  with  the  fecretary  about  Pmr> 
journey.  1  fhould  be  apt  to  think  it  may  foretel 
a  peace:  and  that  is  all  v/e  have  to  preferve  us. 

.        -  The 
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The  fecretary  Is  not  come  from  Wind/or*^  but  T 
expc6t  him  to-morrow.    Burn  all  politicks  ! 

28.  We  begin  to  have  fine  weather,  and  I 
walked  to-day  to  Chelfea^  and  dined  with  the  dean 
of  Carhjle^  who  is  laid  wo  with  the  gout.  It  is 
now  fixed  that  he  is  to  be  dean  of  Chrijl- church  in 
Oxford.    I 'was  advifinpr  him  to  ufe  his  intereft  to 

J  o 

prevent  any  mifunderfianding  between  our  mini- 
fters ;  but  he  is  too  wife  to  meddle,  though  he 
fears  the  thing  and  the  confequences  as  much  as 
L  He  will  get  into  his  own  warm  quiet  deanry, 
and  leave  them  to  themfelves ;  and  he  is  in  the 
right. — When  I  came  home  to-night  I  foun^d  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Z^w/V,  who  is  now  at  Wind/or  ^ 
and  in  it,  forfoofh,  another  which  lookt  like  Pref- 
io*s  hand  ;  and  what  fhould  it  be  but  a  19th  from 
MD?  O  faith,^  I  fcaped  narrowly,  far  I  fent  my 
28th  but  on  Saturday ;  and  what  fhould  I  have 
done  if  I  had  two  letters  to  anfvi^er  at  once  ?  I  did 
not  expedt  another  from  Wexford^  that's  certain.- 
Well,  I  muft  be  contented  ;  but  you  are  dear 
fiiucy  girls,  for  all  that,  to  write  fo  foon  again, 
faith  ;  an't  you.    -  .  ... 

29.  I  dined  to-day  with  lord  Abercorn^  and  took 
my  leave  of  them;  they  fet  out  to-morrow  for 
Chejier^  and,  I  believe,  will  now  fix  in  Ireland. 
l^hey  have  made  a  pretty  good  journey  of  it :  his 
cldeft  fon  is  married  to  a  lady  with'  ten  thoufand 
pounds;  and  his  fecond  fon  has,  t'other  day,  got 
a  prize  in  the  lottery  of  four  thoufand  pounds, 
befide  two  fmall  ones  of  two  hundred  p6unds  each  : 
ray,  the  family  was  fo  fortunate,  that  my  lord  be- 
flowing  one  ticket,'  which  is  a  hundred  pounds, 
to  one  of  his  fervants,  who  had  been  his  page,  the 
young  fellow  got  a  prize,  v/hich  has  made  it  ano- 
ther hundred.  I  went  in  the  evening  to  lord  trea- 
furer^  who  defires  I  will  dine  with  him  to-morrow, 

when 
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t'/hert  he  will  fhew  rne  the  anfv/er  he  Jefigns  to  rec- 
tum ta  the  letter  of  thanks  from  your  bifliops  in 
Ireland,  The  archbifhop  o^' Dublin  defired  me  to  get 
inyfelf  men?ioned  in  the  anfwer  which  my  lord 
would  fend  j  but  I  fent  him  word  I  would  not  o- 
pen  my  lips  to  my  lord  upon  it.  He  fays,  it  would 
convince  the  bifhops  of  what  I  have  affirmed,  that 
the  Firjl- Fruits  v/ere  granted  before  the  duke  of 
Ormond  was  declared  governor  ;  and  I  writ  to  him. 
That  I  would  not  pive  a  farthinp;  to  convince 
them.  My  lord  treaiurer  began  a  health  to  my 
lord  privy-ifeal;  P;w  punned,  and  faid  it  was  fo 
privy,  he  knew  not  who  it  w^  s;  but  I  fancy 
they  have  fix^d  it  all,  and  we  fliall  know  to-mor- 
row. But  what  care  you  who  is  privy- feal,  faucy 
fluttikins? 

30.  .When  I  went  out  this  morning,  I  was  fur- 
prized' with  the  news,  that  the  bifhop  of  Bnjiol  is 
made  lord  privy-feal.  You  know'  his  name  is 
Robtnlon^  an  J  that  he  was  many  years  envoy  in 
Sweden.  All  the  fri»?nc!s  of  the  prefent  miniftry 
^re  extreme- gl;id,  and  the  clergy  above  the  reft. 
The  li  h'gs  will  fret  to  death,  to  fee  a  civil  employ^ 
ment  given  to  a  clergyman.  It  was  a  very  hand- 
fome  tiling  in  my  lord  treafurer,  arid  v/ill  bind  the 
church  t  >  him  for  ever.  1  dined  with  him  to-day, 
but  he  had  not  written  his  letter;  but  told  me,  he 
would  not  offer  to  fend  it  v/ithout  fliewing  it  to 
me:  he  thought  that  would  not  be  juft,  fmce  I 
was  fo  deeply  concerned  in  the  affair.  We  had 
much  company,  lord  Rivers^  Marr^  and  Kimwid^ 
Mr.  fecreta»y,  George  Granville^  and  Majharn  \  the 
laft  has  invited  me  to  the  chriftening  of  his  fon  to- 
morrow fennight,  and  on  Saturday  I  go  to  IVindJor 
with  Mr.  fecretary. 

31.  Dilly  and  I  walked  to-day  to  Kenfington  to 
lady  Moiintjoy^^  who  invited  us  to  dinner.   He  re- 
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turned  foon  to  go  to  a  play,  it  being  the  laft  that 
will  be  aded  for  fome  time  :  he  drcfles  himfelf  like 
a  beau,  and  no  doubt  makes  a  fine  figure.  I  wrnt 
to  vific  fome  people  Kcfifirigron-^  Ophy  Butlers 
wife  there  lies  very  ill  of  an  ague,  which  is  a  very 
common  difeafe  here  and  little  known  in  Ireland, 
—I  am  apt  to  think  we  fliall  foon  ha\^e  a  Peace, 
by  the  little  words  I  hear  thrown  out  by  the  mi- 
niftry.  I  have  juft  thought  of  a  project  to  bite 
the  town.  I  have  told  you,  that  it  is  nov^  known 
that  Mr.  Prior  has  been  lately  in  France.  I  will 
make  a  printer  of  my  own  fit  by  me  one  day,  and 
I  will  dictate  to  him  a  formal  relation  of  Prlor*% 
journey,  with  feveral  particulars,  all  pure  inven- 
tion ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  take. 

Sept.  I.  Morning.  I  go  to-day  to  Windfor 
with  Mr.  fecretary ;  and  lord  treasurer  has  pro- 
mifed  to  bring  tne  back.  The  weather  has  been 
fine  for  fome  time,  and  I  believe  we  £ha!l  have 
a  great  deal  of  duft. — At  night.  Windjorr  The 
fecretary  and  I  dined  to-day  at  Parfoyis -Green  at 
my  lord  PcterhGrozvs  houfe,  who  has  left  it  and 
his  gardens  to  the  fecretary  during  his  abfence. 
It  is  the  fineft  garden  I  have  ever  ken  about  this 
town,  and  abundance  of  hot  wails  for  grapes,  where 
they  are  in  great  plenty,  and  ripening  faft.  I 
durit  not  eat  any  fruit  but  one  fig;  but  I  brought 
a  bafl-cet  full  to  my  friend  Lewis  here  at  V/ind- 
for.  Does  5/^///^  never  eat  any?  what,  no  apri- 
cocks  at  Dc7inybnok?  nothing  but  claret  and 
ombre ;  I  envy  people  maunching  and  maunching  * 
peaches  and  grapes,  and  I  not  daring  to  eat  a 
bit.    My  head  is  pretty  well,  only  a  fudden  turn 

*  As  the  provincial  word  maunching  echoes  rather 
better  to  this  a<!:lion  of  the  jaws  than  the  proper  term 
munchiii;^,  ic  is  therelbre  here  retained. 

any 
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any  time  makes  me  giddy  for  a  moment,  zni 
fometimes  it  feels  very  ftufFt;  but  if  it  grows  na 
worfe,  I  can  bear  it  very  well.  I  take  all  oppor- 
tunities of  walking  ;  and  we  have  a  delicious 
park  here  juft  joining  to  the  caftle,  and  an  avenue 
in  the  great  park  very  wide  and  two  miles  long, 
fet  with  a  double  row  of  elms  on  each  fide.  Were 
you  ever  at  IVindfor  ?  I  was  once  a  great  while 
ago ;  but  had  quite  forgotten  it. 

2.  The  queen  has  the  gout,  and  did  not  come  to 
chapel,  nor  ftir  out  fiiom  her  chamber,  but  re- 
ceived the  facrament  there  ,  as  (lie  always  does 
the  firft  Sunday  in  the  month.    Yet  we  had  a; 
great  Courts  and  among  others,  I  faw  your  Ingold- 
Jhy^  who  feeing  me  talk  very  familiarly  with  the 
keeper,  treafurer,  l^c^  came  up  and  faluted  me,  and 
began  a  very  impertinent  difcourfe  about  the  fiege 
of  BouJjain,    I  told  him,  I  could  not  anfwer  his 
queftlons,  but  I  would  bring  him  one  that  fliould  ; 
fo  I  went  and  fetched  Sutton  (who  brought  over 
the  exprefs  about  a  month  ago)  and  delivered 
him  to  the  general,  and  bid  him  anfwer  his  quef- 
tions ;  and  fo  I  left  them  together.    Sutton  after 
fome  time  comes  back  in  a  rage  j  finds  me  with 
lord  Rivers  and  Maftjam^  and  there  complains  of 
the  trick  1  had  played  him,  and  fwore  he  had  been 
plagued  to  death  with  Ingoldfby^^  talk.    But  he 
told  me,  Ingol'JJJjy  aikt  him  what  I  meant  by  bring- 
ing him  5  fo,  I  fuppofe,  he  fmoakt  me  a  little.  So 
we  laughed,  l^c.    My  lord  Willoughhy^  who  is  one 
of  the  chaplains,  and  prebendary  of  Windfor^  read 
praye-s  laft  night  to  the  family  ;  and  the  biQiop  of 
Bj'ijioly  who  is  dean  of  Windjor^  ofiiciated  laft  night 
at  the  cathedral.  This  they  do  to  be  popular,  and 
it  pleafes  mightily.    I  dined  with  Mr.  MaJI^afu^ 
becaufe  he  lets  me  have  a  fele£l  company.  For 
the  Court  here  have  got  by  the  end  a  good  thing  I 
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faid  to  the  fecretary  fome  weeks  ago.  He  (hewed 
me  his  bill  of  fare  to  tempt  me  to  dine  with  him ; 
Poh,  faid  I,  I  value  not  your  bill  of  fare,  give  me 
your  bill  ot  company.  Lord  treafurer  was  mightily 
piea:red5  and  lold  it  every  body,  as  a  notable  thing. 
I  reckon  upon  returning  to-morrow  ;  they  fay  the 
bifhop  will  then  have  the  privy-feal  delivered  him 
at  a  great  council. 

3.  IVindfor  ft  ill.  The  council  was  held  fo  late 
to-day,  that  I  do  not  go  back  to  town  till  to-mor- 
row. The  bifhop  was  fworn  privy-councellor, 
and  had  the  privy-feal  given  him:  and  now  the 
patents  are  paffed  for  thofe  who  were  this  long 
time  to  be  made  lords  or  earls.  Lord  Raby^  who  is 
earl  of  Strafford^  is  on  Thurfday  to  marry  a  name- 
fake  of  Stella  s ;  the  daughter  of  Sir  H,  Johnfon  in 
the  city ;  he  has  threefcore  thoufand  pounds  with 
her,  ready  money ;  befides  the  reft  at  the  father's 
death.  I  have  got  my  friend  Stratford  to  be  one 
of  the  directors  of  the  South -Sea  company,  w^ho 
wer^  named  to-day.  My  lord  treafurer  did  it 
for  me  a  month  ago  ,  and  one  of  thofe  whom  I  got 
to  be  printer  of  the  Gazette^  I  am  recommending 
to  be  printer  to  the  fame  company.  He  treated 
Mr.  Lewis  and  me  to-day  at  dinner.  I  fupped 
laft  night  and  this  with  lord  treafurer,  keeper,  ^c, 
and  took  occafion  to  mention  the  printer.  I  faid. 
It  vi^as  the  fame  printer,  whom  my  lord  treafurer 
has  appointed  to  print  for  the  South  Sea  company ; 
he  denied,  and  I  infifted  on  it ;  and  I  got  the  laugh 
on  my  fide. 

London^  4.  I  came  as  far  as  Brentford  in  lord 
Rivcrs's  chariot,  who  had  bufmefs  with  lord  trea- 
furer ;  then  I  went  into  lord  treafurer's  :  we  ftopt 
at  KenfngtGrij  where  lord  treafurer  went  to  fee 
Mrs.  Majham^  who  is  now  what  they  call  in  the 
ftravv.    We  got  to  t  ~;wn  by  three,  and  i  lighted 
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at  lord  treafurer's;  who  commanded  me  not  id 
ftir:  but  I  was  not  well;  anJ  when  he  went  up, 
I  begged  the  young  lord  to  excufe  me,  and  fo 
went  into  the  city  by  water,  where  I  could  be 
eafier,  and  dined  with  the  printer,  and  di£lated  to 
him  fome  part  of  Prior  s  journey  to  France,  I  walkt 
from  the  city,  for  I  take  all  occafions  of  exer- 
cife.    Our  journey  was  horrid  dufty. 

5.  When  I  went  out  to-day,  I  found  it  had  rained 
mightily  in  the  night,  and  the  ftreets  were  as  dirty 
as  fVinter :  it  is  very  refrefhing  after  ten  days  dry. 
~I  went  into  the  city  and  dined  with  Stratford^ 
thanked  him  for  his  books,  gave  him  joy  of  his 
being  director,  of  which  he  had  the  firft  notice  by  a 
letter  from  me.  I  ate  fturgeon,  and  it  lies  on  my 
ll'omach.  1  almoft  finifhed  Priors  journey  at  the 
printer's,  and  came  home  pretty  late  with  Patrick 
at  my  heels. 

7.  Morning.  But  what  fhall  we  do  about  this 
letter  of  MD's^  iV^  19  ?  not  a  word  anfwered  yet, 
and  fo  much  paper  fpent  ?  I  cannot  do  any  thing 
in  it,  fweet  hearts,  till  night. —  At  night.  O 
Lord,  O  Lord,  the  greateft  difgrace  that  ever  was 
has  happened  to  Prejlo.  What  do  you  think;  but 
when  1  was  p^oins:  out  this  forenoon  a  letter  came 
from  MD^  N,  20,  dated  Dublin,  O  dear,  O  dear; 

0  fad,  O  fad. —  Now  I  have  two  letters  together 
to  anfwer:  here  they  are,  lying  together.  But 

1  will  only  anfwer  the  firft;  for  I  came  in  late. 
I  dined  with  my  friend  Lewis  at  his  lodgings,  and 
walked  at  fix  to  Ke^/ington  to  Mr,  Majharns  fon's 
chriftening.  It  was  very  private  ;  nobody  there  but 
my  lord  treafurer,  his  fon,and  fon- in-law,  that  is  to 
fay,  lord  Harley^  and  lord  Diipplin,,  and  lord  Rivers 
and  I.  The  dean  of  Rockefter  chriftened  the  child, 
but  foon  went  away.  Lord  treafurer  and  lord 
PJvers  were  godfathers,  and  Mrs.  Plill^  Mrs,  Af<j' 

Jharn^ 
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jfX/7;72'sfi{lcr,  iroJmother.  The  child  roared  likeabull, 
and  1  gave  Mrs.  MaJImmpy  of  it ;  and  flie  charged 
me  to  take  care  of  my  nephew,  b^caufe  Mr,  Ma* 
ftjam  being  a  brother  of  our  focicty,  his  Ton  you  know 
is  confequently  a  nephew.  Mrs.  M [fljam  fat  up 
drcffcd  in  bed,  but  not  as  they  do  in  Ireland  with  all 
fmooth  about  her,  as  if  flie  was  cut  ofF  in  the 
middle;  for  you  might  fee  the  counterpain  (what 
d'ye  call  it?)  rile  about  her  hps  and  body. 
There's  another  name  of  the  counterpain,  and 
you'll  laugh  now,  firrahs.  George  Granville  came 
in  at  fuppcr,  and  we  flayed  till  eleven,  and  lord 
treafurer  fct  me  down  at  my  lodging  in  Spffoik* 
/Ircet,  Did  I  ever  tell  you  that  lord  treafurer  hears 
ill  with  the  left  ear,  juft  as  I  do  ?  he  always  turns 
the  right;  and  his  fervants  whifper  him  at  that 
only.  I  dare  not  tell  him,  that  I  am  fo  too,  for 
fear  he  fliould  think  I  counterfeited,  to  make  my 
court. 

6.  You  muft  read  this  before  the  other;  for  I 
miftook,  and  forgot  to  write  yeflerday's  journal, 
it  was  fo  infignificant :  I  dined  with  Dr.  Cockhurn^ 
and  fat  the  evening  with  lord  treafurer,  till  ten 
o'clock.  On  Thurfdays  he  has  always  a  large 
fele£l  company,  and  expcfts  me.  So  good  night 
for  laft  night,  £sfr. 

8.  Morning.  I  go  to  Windfor  v/ith  lord  treafurer 
to-day,  and  will  leave  this  behind  me  to  be  fent 
to  the  poft.  And  now  let  us  hear  what  fays  the 
firft  letter,  N.  ig.  You  are  ftill  at  Wexford^  as 
you  fay,  madam  Dingley.  I  th'nk  no  letter  from 
me  ever  yet  mifcarried.  And  fo  Inifn  Corthy 
and  the  river  Slainy;  fine  words  thofe  in  a  lady*s 
mouth.  Your  hand  like  Dingley^s^  you  fcambling, 
fcattering,  fluttekin?  Tes  mighty  like  indeed^  is  not 
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iff  ?  Pifihh,  con't  talk  of  writing  or  reading  till 
your  eyes  are  well,  and  long  well;  only  I  would 
have  Dinghy  read  fonnetimes  to  you,  that  you  mav 
hot  lofe  the  defire  of  it.  God  be  thanked  that 
the  ugly  numming  is  gone.  Pray  ufe  exercife 
when  you  go  to  fown.  What  game  is  that 
ombra  J  which  Dr.  Elwood  and  you  play  at  ? 
is  it  the  Spanifo  game  ombre  ?  Your  card  purfe  ? 
you  a  card  purfe !  you  a  fiddleftick.  You  have 
luck  indeed  ;  and  luck  in  a  bag.  What  a  Devil, 
is  that  eight-fhilling  tea-kettle  copper,  or  tin  ja- 
panned ?  It  is  like  your  Irijh  politenefs,  raffling  for 
tea-kettles.  What  a  fplutter  you  keep  to  con- 
vince me  that  IValls  has  no  tafte  ?  My  head  con- 
tinues pretty  well.  Why  do  you  write,  dear  firrah 
Stella^  when  you  find  your  eyes  fo  weak  that  you 
cannot  fee  ?  v^hat  comfort  is  there  in  reading  what 
you  write,  when  one  knows  that  ?  So  Dinghy 
can't  write  becaufe  of  the  clutter  of  new  company 
com^  to  Wexford?  I  fuppofe  the  noife  of  their 
hundred  horfes  difturbs  you  ;  or  do  you  lie  in  on^e 
gallery,  as  in  an  hofpital  ?  What;  you  are  afraid 
of  lofina;  in  Dublin  the  acquaintance  you  have 
got  in  iVexford ;  and  chiefly  the  bifhop  of  Raphoj 
an  old,  doating,  perverfe  coxcomb  ?  Twenty  at 
a  time  at  breakfaft.  That  is  like  five  pounds 
at  a  time,  when  it  was  never  but  once.  I  doubt, 
madam  Dinghy.,  you  are  apt  to  lie  in  your  Tra- 
vels, though  not  fo  bad  as  Stella  \  fhe  tells 
thumpers,  as  I  fhall  prove  in  my  next,  if  I  find 
this  receives  encouragement. —  So,  Dr.  Elwood 

f  Thefe  words  in  Italics  are  written  in  (1  range  miH^apen 
letters,  inclining  to  the  right  hand,  in  imitation  of  Stella^s 
writing. 

J  In  Stella  s  fpeJling-  It  is  an  odd  thing  that  a  vvc- 
iTiSn  of  Stella's  underilanding  fhould  fpell  extreamly  ill. 

fays^ 
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f^iys.  There  are  a  world  of  pretty  things  in  my 
lA'^orks.  A  pox  on  his  praifcs  !  an  enc:my  here 
would  fay  more.  The  duke  of  Buckingham  would 
fay  as  much,  tho'  he  and  I  are  terribly  fallen  out; 
and  the  great  men  are  perpetually  inflamin^i;  me  a- 
gainft  hun :  they  bring  me  all  he  fays  of  me,  and, 
I  believe,  make  it  worfe  out  of  roguery. —  No  'ti3 
not  your  pen  is  bewitched,  madam  Stella^  but  your 
old  fcrawlingy  fplay-^foot  pot  hooks  §,  5,  aye  that's 
it  :  there  the  s,  f,  f,  there,  there,  that's  exaft. 
Farewel,  l^c^ 

Our  fine  weather  is  gone,  and  I  doubt  we 
fliall  have  a  rainy  journey  to-day.  Faith,  'tis  (hav- 
ing day,  and  I  have  much  to  do. 

When  Stella  fays  her  pen  was  bewitched,  it  was 
only  becaufe  there  was  a  hair  in  it.  You  know 
the  fellow  they  call  God-help-it  had  the  fame 
thoughts  of  his  v/ife,  and  for  the  fame  reafon.  I 
think  this  is  very  well  obferved,  and  I  unfolded 
the  letter  to  tell  you  it. 

Cut  ofF thofe  two  notes  above;  and  fee  the  nine 
pounds  indorfed,  and  receive  the  other;  and  fend 
me  word  how  my  accounts  ftand  that  they  may 
be  adjufted  by  Nov,  i.  Pray  be  very  particular: 
but  the  twenty  pounds  I  lend  you  is  not  to  be  in- 
cluded ;  fo  make  no  blunder.  1  won't  wrong  you  ; 
nor  you  flian't  wrong  me ;  that's  the  fhort.  O 
Lord,  how  flout  Prejio  is  of  late  ?  But  he  loves 
MD  more  than  his  life  a  thoufand  times,  for  all 
his  ftoutnefs ;  tell  him  that;  and  that  I'll  fvvcar 
it,  as  hope  fav^d,  ten  millions  of  times,  i^c.  i^c. 

I  open  my  letter  once  more  to  tell  Stella^  that  if 
fhe  does  not  ufe  exercife  «fter  her  waters,  it  will 
lofe  all  the  efiecls  of  them:  I  fliould  not  live,  if  I 

§  Thefe  words  in  Italics  are  miferably  fcrawled,  in 
iiTiicauon  of  Stellas  hand,  and  the  two  EJfes  that  follow. 
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cTid  not  take  all  opportunities  of  walking.  Pray^^ 
pray,  do  this  to  oblige  poor  Prejio. 

LETTER  XXX. 


^  Windfor,  Sepr.  S,  171  r. 

JL  MADE  the  coachman  flop,  and  put  in  my 
twenty-ninth  at  the  poft-office  at  two  o'clock 
•  to-day,  as  I  was  going  to  lord  treafurer,  with 
whom  1  dined,  and  came  here  by  a  quarter  paft 
eight ;  but  the  Moon  flione,  and  fo  we  were  not 
in  much  danger  of  overturning;  which  however 
he  values  not  a  ftraw,  and  only  laughs  when  I 
chide  at  him  for  it.  There  was  nobody  but  he 
and  I,  and  we  fupped  together,  with  Mr.  Majhamy 
and  Dr.  Arbuthnot^  the  queen's  favourite  phyfician^ 
a  Scctchmivj,  I  could  not  keep  myfelf  awake  after 
fupper,  but  did  all  I  was  able  to  difguife  it,  and 
thought  1  came  off  clear;  but  at  parting  he  told 
me,  I  had  got  my  nap  already.  It  is  now  one 
o'clock  ;  but  he  loves  fitting  up  late. 

9.  The  queen  is  ftill  in  the  gout,  but  recover- 
ing ;  (lie  faw  company  in  her  bed-chamber  after 
church ;  but  the  crowd  was  fo  great,  I  could  not 
fee  her.  I  dined  with,  mv  brother.  Sir  William 
Windbamy  and  fome  others  of  our  fociety,.  to-  avoid 
the  great  tables  on  Sunday  at  JVindfor^  which  I  hate. 
The.  ufual  company  fupped  to-night  at  lord  trea- 
furer's,  which  vvas  lord  keeper,  Mr,  fecretary, 
George  Granvitle^  Mafl)ainy  /Irhuihnot  and  I.  But 
&owers  have  hindered  me  from  walking  to-day, 
and  that  I  don't  iove. —  Noble  fruit,  and  I  dare 
not  eat  a  bit.  I  ate  one  fig  to-day,  and  fome- 
times  a  few  mulberries,  becaufe  it  is  faid,  they  are 
wholelbme,  and  you  know,  a  good  name  does 
nmch.  1  ftiall  return  to  town  to-morrow,  though  I 
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thought  to  have  ftaid  a  week,  to  be  at  leifiire  for 
fomething  1  am  doing.  But  I  have  put  it  ofF  till 
next;  for  I  fhall  come  here  again  on  Saturday^ 
when  our  Society  are  to  meet  at  fupper  at  Mr, 
fecretary's.  My  life  is  very  regular  here:  on  Sun^ 
day  morning  I  conftantly  vifit  lord  keeper,  and 
fup  at  lord  treafurer's  with  the  fame  fet  of  com- 
pany. I  was  not  fleepy  to-night;  I  refolved  I 
wcurd  not;  yet  it  is  paft  midnight  at  this  prefent 
writing. 

London^  lo.  Lord  treafurer  and  Majlmm  and  I 
left  Windfor  at  three  this  afternoon  ;  we  dropt 
Majham  at  Kenfmgton  with  his  lady,  and  got  home 
by  fix.  It  was  feven  before  we  fat  down  to  din- 
ner, and  I  flayed  till  paft  eleven.  Fatrkk  came 
home  with  the  fecretary  :  I  am  more  plagued  with 
Patrick  and  my  portmantua  than  with  myfelf.  I 
forgot  to  tell  you  that  when  I  went  to  Windjor  on 
Saturday^  I  overtook  lady  Giffard  and  Mrs.  Fm- 
ton  in  a  chariot  goins:,  I  fuppofe,  to  Sheen.  I  was 
then  in  a  chariot  too,  of  lord  treafurer's  brother, 
who  had  bufinefs  with  the  treafiirer ;  and  my  lord 
came  after,  and  overtook  me  at  Turnham-Green^ 
four  miles  Uom  London^  and  then  the  brother  went 
back,  and  I  went  in  the  coach  with  lord  treafurer : 
fo  it  happened  that  thofe  people  faw  me,  and  not 
with  lord  treafurer.  Mrs.  F.  was  to  fee  me  about 
a  week  ago ;  and  defired  I  would  get  her  fon  into 
the  Chart er-hoiife, 

II.  This  morning  the  printer  fent  me  an  ac- 
count of  Pn^r's  journey  ;  it  makes  a  two-penny 
pamphlet,  I  fuppofe  you  will  fee  it,  for  I  dare  en- 
gage it  will  run  ;  'tis  a  formal  grave  lie,  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end.  I  writ  all  but  about  the  laft 
page,  that  I  didlared,  and  the  printer  writ.  Mr, 
fecretary  fent  to  me  to  dine  where  he  did;  it  w^.s 
at  Prior  s ;  when  I  came  in  Prior  fliewed  me  the 
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pamphlet,  feemed  to  be  angry,  and  faid.  Here  is 
our  Er.glifn  liberty  :  I  read  Ibme  of  it,  and  fjid 
I  liked  it  mightily,   and  envied  the  rogue  the 
thought :  for  had  it  come  into  mv  head,  I  (hould 
have  certainly  done  it  myfelf.    We  ftayed  at  Fri- 
er s>  till  paft  ten,  and  then  the  fecretary  received 
a  pacquet  with  the  news  of  Bcuchain  being  taken, 
for  which  the  guns  will  go  c  ff  to-morrow.  Prior 
owned  his  having  been  in  Fra^ce^  for  ic  was  paft 
den)ing  ;  ic  feenis  he  was  difcovered  by  a  rafcal  at 
Dover^  who  had  pofitive  orders  to  let  him  pafs.  I 
believe  vi'e  ^ha^l  have  a  peace. 

12.  It  is  terrible  rainy  weather,  and  has  coft 
nie  three  fliillings  in  coaches  and  chairs  to-day,, 
yet  I  was  dirty  into  the  bargain.  I  was  three 
hours  this  morning  with  the  fecretary  about  fome 
bufinefs  of  moment,  and  then  w^ent  tnto  the  city 
to  dine.  The  printer  tells  me  he  fold  yefterday  a 
thcufand  of  Frier  s  journey,  and  had  printed  five 
!hundred  more.  It  will  do  rarely,  1  believe,  and  is 
a  pure  bite.  And  what  is  MD  doing  all  this  while  ? 
got  again  to  their  cards,  their  TVolU^  their  deans, 
their  StcyteSj  and  their  claret  ?  Pray  prefent  my 
'fervice  to  Mr.  Stcyte^  and  Catherine.  Tell  goody 
Stoyte^  flie  owes  me  a  w6rld  of  dinners,  and  [  will 
fhortlv  come  over  and  demand  them. — Did  I  tell 
you  ojf  the  archbifhop  of  Dublin  s  laft  letter  *  ? 
He  had  been  favins;  in  feveral  of  his  form.er,  that 
he  would  fhortlv  write  to  me  fomething  about  my- 
felf, and  ic  looked  as  if  he  intended  fjmething  for 
me  :  at  laft  out  it  comes,  and  confifts  of  tv/o  parts. 
Firft,  he  advifes  me  to  ftrike  in  for  fome  prefer- 
ment now  I  have  friends  ;  and  fecondly,  he  ad- 
vifes mie,  fmcel  have  parts,  and  learning,  and  a 

*  See  the  lafl  Colledlion  of  Letters;  printed  by  Dodjley 
and  c:he:s.  No.  50, 
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happy  pen,  to  think  of  fome  new  Tubjeft  in  DlvU 
■nity  not  handled  by  others,  which  I  ftiould  ma* 
nage  better  than  any  body,  A  rare  fpark  this, 
with  a  pox  !  but  I  ihall  anfvi^er  him  as  raiely. 
Methinks  he  fhould  have  invited  me  over,  and 
given  me  fome  hopes  or  promifes.  But  hang 
him!   and  fo  good  night,  &c, 

13.  It  rained  moft  furioufly  all  this  morning 
till  about  twelve,  and  fometimes  thundered;  I 
trembled  for  my  {hillings,   but  it  cleared  up, 
and  I  made  a  fhift  to  get  a  walk  in  the  Park^ 
and  then  went  with  the  fecretary  to  dine  with 
lord  treafurer.    Upon  Thiirfdays  there  is  always  a 
feieft  company  ;  we  had  the  duke  of  Shrevjjbury^ 
lovi  Rivers^  the  two  fecretaries,  M.v,  Granvilley^nd 
Mr.  pj^ior.    Half  of  them  went  to  council  at  fix  ; 
but  PJvers^  Granville^  Prior  and  I  ftayed  till  eight. 
P7'ior  was  often  affecting  to  be  angry  at  the  ac- 
count of  his  journey  to  Paris ;    and  ^indeed  tlxe 
two  laft  pages,  which  the  printer  got  fom^body  to 
add,  are  fo  romantick,  they  fpoil  all  the  reft. 
Dil'y  J/he  pretended  to  me  that  he  was  only  go- 
ring to  Oxford  and  Cambridge  for  a  fortnight,  and 
then  would  come  back.    1  could  hot  fee  him  as 
I  appointed  t'other  day  ;   but  fome  of  his  friends 
tell  me,  he  took  leave  of  them  as  going  to  Ire- 
landand  fo  they  fay  at  his  lodging,    t  believe 
the  rogue  was  afhamed  to  tell  me  fo,  becaufe  I 
advifed  him  to  ftay  the  TVinier^  and  he  faid  he 
would,    i  find  he  had  trot  into  a  good  fet  of  fcrub 
acquaintance,  and  I  thought  paffed  his  time  Very 
merrily  ;   but  I  fuppofe  he  languiihed  after  Bai^ 
derig^   and  the  claret  of  Dublin  ;  and,  after  all,;  I 
think  he  is  in  the  rio;ht ;   for  he  can  eat,  drink, 
and  converfe  better  there  than  here.    Bernage  was 
with  me  this  morning  :   he  calls  now  and  theri 
-he  is  in  terrible  fear  of  a  Peace.    He  faid,  he  nc- 
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ver  had  his  health  fo  well  as  in  PcriugaL  He  1$ 
a  favourite  of  his  colonel. 

14.  I  was  mortified  enough  to-day,  not  know- 
ing where  in  the  w^orld  to  dine,  the  town  is  fo 
empty;  J  met  H.  Coote^  and  thought  be  would 
invite  me,  but  he  did  not:  Sir  yohn  Stanley 
not  come  into  n^y  head ;  fo  I  took  up  witU 
Mrs.  Faji^  and  dined  with  her  and  her  dan^ned 
landlady,  w^ho,  I  believe,  by  her  eye-brows,  is  a 
bawd.  This  evening  I  met  /Iddijcn  and  Pojior 
ral  Philips  in  the  Park^  and  fupped  with  them  at 
^ddif'.ns  lodgings ;  we  were  very  good  company, 
and  yet  know  no  man  half  fo  agreeable  to  me  as  he 
is,  I  fat  with  them  till  twelve,  fo  you  may  think 
^tis  latf;,  young  w^omen  ;  howrvcr,  I  would  have 
fome  little  converfaticn  v/ith  iI</D  before  your 
Prejh  goes  to  bed,  becai;fe  it  makes  me  ileep  and 
dream,  and  fo  forth.  Faith  this  letter  goes  on 
flowly  tnough,  firrahs,  but  I  can't  write  much  at  a 
time  till  you  are  quite  fettled  after  your  journey  you 
know,  and  have  gone  all  your  vifits,  and  loll  your 
money  at  ombre.  You  never  play  at  chefs  now, 
Siella,  That  puts  mc  in  mind  of  Dick  Tighe;  I  fancy 
1  tc>ld  you,  he  ufed  to  beat  his  wife  here ;  and  fhe 
defeived  it ;  and  he  refolves  to  part  u^th  her;  and 
they  went  to  Ireland  in  different  coaches.  Q 
Lord,  I  faid  all  this  before,  I'm  fure.  Go  to  bed, 
fir  rah  s.  ' 

Windfo^^  i^.l  made  the,  fecretary  {^op  at  Brent- 
ford^ becaufe  we  fet  out  at  two  this  afternoon, 
and  faflinfz  would  not  a^rce  v.ith  me,  I  onlv  de- 
fignrd  to  cat  a  bit  of  bread  and  butter,  but  he 
would  light,  and  we  ate  roaft  beef  like  dragons. 
And  he  made  me  treat  him  and  two  more  gentle- 
men ;  faith  it  coft  me  a  guinea ;  I  don't  like  fuch 
jeft  ng,  yet  I  was  micijitily  pleafcd  with  it  too.  To- 
night our  Society  met  at  the  fecretary's,  there 
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were  nine  of  us  ;  and  we  have  chofen  a  new  mem-' 
bpr,  the  earl  of  Jerfeyj  whofe  father  died  lately. 
'Tis  paft  one,  and  1  have  ftolcn  away. 

1 6.  I  defign  to  ftay  here  this  week  by  my- 
felf,  about  fome  bufinefs  that  lies  on  my  hands, 
and  will  take  up  a  great  deal  of  time.  Dr.  Adamsy 
one  of  the  canons,  invited  me  to-day  to  dinner. 
The  tables  are  fo  full  here  on  Sunday,  that  it  is 
hard  to  dine  v/ith  a  few,  and  Dr.  Jda?ns  knows  I 
love  to  do  fo ;  which  is  very  obliging.  The 
cjueen  faw  company  in  her  bed-chamber ;  fhe  looks 
very  well,  but  flie  fat  down.  I  fupped  with  lord 
treafurer  asufual,  and  flayed  till  paft  one  as  ufual, 
and  with  our  ufual  company,  except  lord  keeper, 
who  did  not  come  this  time  to  IVindfor.  I  hate 
thefe  fuppers  mortally ;  but  I  feldom  eat  any 
thing. 

17.  Lord  treafurer  and  Mr.  fecretary  ftay  here 
till  to-morrow;  fome  bufmefs  keeps  them,  and  I 

,  am  forry  for  it,  for  they  hinder  me  a  day.  Mr. 
Lewis  and  I  were  going  to  dine  foberly  with  a  lit- 
tle court  friend  at  one.  Bu^:  lord  Harley  and  lord 
Dupplin  kept  me  by  force,  and  faid  we  fhould  dine 
at  lord  treafurer's,  wlfo  intended  to  go  at  four  to 
London I  ftayed  like  a  fool,  and  went  with  the 
two  young  lords  to  lord  treafurer ;  who  very  fair- 
ly turned  us  all  three  out  of  doors.  They  both 
were  invited  to  the  duke  of  Somerfet^  but  he  was 
gone  to  a  horfe-race,  and  would  not  come  till  five: 
fo  we  v/ere  forced  to  go  to  a  tavern,  and  fent  for 
w^ine  from  lord  treafurer's,  who  at  laft  we  were 
told  did  not  go  ro  tov/n  till  the  morrow,  and  at 
lord  treafurer's  we  fupped  again  ;  and  I  defired 
him  to  let  me  add  four  fhillihgs  to  the  bill  1  gave 
him.  We  fat  up  till  two,  yet  I  muft  write  to  little 
Ida.        "     '  • 

x8.  They 


I 


r  42  j 

1 8.  They  are  all  gone  early  this  morning;  and  I 
am  alone  to  feek  my  fortune ;  but  Dr.  Arbuthnot  en- 
gages me  for  my  dinners;  and  he  yefterday  gave 

my  choice  of  place,  perfon,  and  viduals  for  to- 
,  day.    So  I  chofe  to  dine  with  Mrs.  Hill^  who  is 
one  of  the  dreffers,  and  iVirs.  Majhcmi^s  fifter,  no 
company  but  us  three,  and  to  have  a  fhoulder  of 
mutton,  a  fmall  one,  which  was  .exa£ll\%  only 
there  was  too  much  viftuals  befides;  and  the  Dr.*s 
wife  v/as  of  the  company.    And  to-morrow  Mrs. 
Uiil  and  I  are  to  dine  with  the  Dodlor.    I  have 
feen  a  fellow  often  about  Court,  whom  I  thought 
I  knew;  I  afked  who  he  was,  and  they  told  me 
it  was  the  gentleman  porter ;  then  I  called  him  to 
liiind  ;  he  was  K'lUys  acquaintance  (i  worft  fay 
yours)  I  think  his  name  is  Lovet^  or  Lovely  or 
fomethin2:  like  it.    I  believe  he  does  not  know 
me,  and  in  my  prefent  pofture  I  fhall  not  be 
fond  of  renewing  old  acquaintance;  I  believe  I 
ufed  to  fee  him  with  the  Eradleys ;  and  by  the 
way,  I  haVe  not  feen  Mrs.  Bradley  fince  I  came 
to  England.    I  left  your  letter  in  London^  like  a 
'  fool;  and  cannot  anfwer  it  till  I  go  back,  which 
will  not  be  until  Monday  next :  fo  this  will  be  above 
a  fortnight  from  my  laft  ;   but  I  will  fetch,  it  up 
.    in  my  next;  fo  go  and  walk  to  the  dean's  for  your 
'fiealth  this  .fine  weather. 

19.  The  queen  defigns  to  have  cards  and  dan- 
cing here  next  "week,  which  makes  us  think  flie 
will  ftay  here  longer  than  we  believed.  Mrs.  Ma- 
Jham  is  not  well  after  her  lying-in  :  I  doubt  fhe  got 
fome  cold;  fhe  is  lame  in  one  of  her  legs  with  a 

'  iheumatick  pain.    Dr.  Arhuthnot  and  Mrs.  Hill 
go  to-morrow  to  Kenfington  to  fee  her,  and  return 
the  fame  night.    lAis,  Hill  and  I  dined  with  the 
.Dodor  to-day.    I  rode  out  this  morning  with  the 
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DovElor  to  fee  Cranlurm^  a  houfe  of  lord  RanelagFs, 
and  the  duchefs  of  Marlborough's  lodge,  and  the 
Park  ;  the  fineft  places  they  are  for  nature,  and 
plantations,  that  ever  I  faw;  and  the  fineft  riding 
upon  artificial  roads,  made  on  purpofe  for  the 
queen,  drbuthnot  made  me  draw  up  a  fiiam  fub- 
fcription  for  a  book,  called  A  H'lfiory  of  the  Maids 
cf  honour  fmce  Harry  the  eighth^  {hewing  they  make 
the  beft  wives,  with  a  lift  of  all  the  m.aids  of  honour 
fmce,  t^c,  to  pay  a  crown  in  hand,  and  toother 
crown  upon  delivery  of  the  book;  and  all  in  the 
common  forms  of  thofe  thino^s.  We  ox)t  a  o-entle- 
man  to  write  it  fair,  becaufe  my  hand  is  known,  and  , 
we  fent  it  to  the  maids  of  honour,  when  they  came 
to  fupper.  Jf  they  bite  at  it,  'twill  be  a  very 
good  court  jeft ;  and  the  queen  will  certainly  have 
its  we  did  not  tell  Mrs.  /////. 

20.  To-day  I  was  invited  to  the  green-cloth 
by  colonel  Godfrey^  who  married  the  duke  of  MarU 
horougVs  fifter,  mother  to  the  duke  of  Berwick  by 
king  James:  I  muft  tell  you  thofe' things  tht^t 
happened  before  you  were  born  :  But  I  made  my 
excufes,  and  yowng  Har court  (lord  keeper's  fon) 
and  I  dined  with  my  next  neighbour  Dr.  Adams. 
Mrs.  MoJJdajn  is  better,  and  will  be  here  in  three 
or  four  days.  She  had  need  ;  for  the  duchefs  of 
Scmerfct  is  thought  to  gain  ground  daily. — We  have 
not  yet  fent  you  over  all  your  bills;  and  I  think 
v/e  have  altered  your  money-bill.  The  duke  of 
Ormondis  cenfured  here  by  thofe  in  power  for 
very  wrong  management  in  the  affair  of  the  may- 
oralty. He  is  governed  by  fools;  and  has  ufually 
much  more  fenle  than  l^is  advifers„but  never  pro- 
ceeds by  it.  I  muft  know  how  your  health  con- 
tinues after-  JVexford,  Walk  and  ufe  exercife, 
firrahs  both  3  and  get  fomebody  to  play  at  fcut- 
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tlecock  with  you,  madam  Stella^  and  walk  to  the 
dean's  nnd  Donmhrook. 

21.  Colonel  Godfrey  fent  to  me  again  to-day^ 
fo  I  dined  at  the  ^^reen  cloth,  and  we  had  but  ele- 
ven at  dinner,  which  is  a  fmali  number  there, 
the  Courf  being  always  thin  of  company  till  Satur^ 
day  night. — This  new  ink  c^nd  pen  make  a  ftrange 
figure;  1  mujl  vorite  larger^  yes  I  mufi^  or  Stella 
zvoYit  be  able  to  read  this  ^.  S  S.  S.  there's  your 
S  s  for  you,  Stella,  The  maids  of  honour  are  bit, 
and  have  all  contributed  their  crowns,  and  are 
teazing  others  to  fubfcribe  for  the  book.  1  will 
tell  lord  keeper  and  lord  trcafurer  to-m.orrow;  and 
I  believ^e  the  queen  will  have  it.  After  a  little 
v/alk  this  evening,  I  fqunndered  away  the  reft  of 
it  in  fitting  at  Lewises  lodging,  while  he  and  Dr. 
Arbuthnot  played  at  picquet.  I  have  that  foolifh 
pleafure,  which  I  believe  nobody  has  befide  me,  ex- 
Cir-pt  old  lady  Berkeley,  But  I  fretted  w^hen  I  camp 
away;  I  will  loiter  fo  no  more,  for  I  have  a  plaguy 
deal  of  bufmefs  upon  my  hands,  and  very  liitle 
time  to  do  it.  The  pamphleteers  begin  to  be  very 
bufy  againft  the  miniftry  :  I  have  begged  Mr.  fe- 
cretary  to  make  examples  of  one  or  two  of  them ; 
and  he  aflures  me  he  will.  They  are  very  bold  and 
abufive. 

22.  This  being  the  day  the  minidry  comes  to 
IVindfor^  I  ate  a  bit  or  two  at  Mr.  Leivish  lodgings, 
becaufe  I  muft  fup  with  lord  treafurer ;  and  at  half 
an  hour  after  one,  I  led  Mr.  Lewis  a.  walk  up  the 
avenue,  which  is  two  miles  long:  we  wallet  in 
all  about  five  miles;  but  I  was  fo  tired  with  his 
flow  walking,  that  1  left  him  here,  and  wallet 
two  miles  towards  London^  hoping  to  meet  lord 

*  Thefe  words  in  Italicks  are  written  enormoufly  lar,g;e. 

treafurer. 


(    4?  ) 

treafurer,  and  return  with  hini  ;  but  it  grewdark- 
ifh,  and  I  was  forced  to  walk  back,  lo  I  walkt 
riine  miles  in  all;  and  lord  treafurer  did  not  come 
till  after  eight;  which  is  very  wrong,  for  there 
was  no  Moon^  and  I  often  tell  him  how  ill  he  does 
to  expole  himfelf  fo;  but  he  only  makes  a  jeft  of 
it.  I  fupped  with  him,  and  ft^id  till  now,  when 
it  is  half  an  hour  after  two.  Fie  is  as  merry  and 
carelefs,  and  difengaged  as  a  young  heir  ac  one 
and  twenty.    '1  is  late  indeed. 

2?.  The  fecretary  did  not  come  laft  night,  but 
at  three  this  afternoon ;  I  have  not  feen  him  yet  ; 
but  I  verily  think  they  are  contriving  a  Peace  as 
faft  as  they  can,  without  which  it  will  be  impof- 
fible  to  fubfift.  The  queen  was  at  church  to-day, 
but  was  carried  in  a  chair.  I  and  Mr.  Lc-ivh  din- 
ed privately  with  Mr.  Loivman^  clerk  of  the  kit- 
chen. 1  was  to  fee  lord  keeper  this  mornings 
and  told  him  the  jeft  of  the  maids  of  honour,  and 
lord  treafurer  had  it  laft  night.  That  rogue  Ar^ 
luthnct  puts  it  all  upon  me.  The  Court  was  very 
full  to-day;  I  expedled  lord  treafurer  would  have 
invited  me  to  fupper;  but  he  only  bowed  to  me, 
and  we  had  no  difcourfe  in  the  drawing:- room* 
'Tis  now  feven  at  night,  and  ]  am  at  home;  and 
I  hope  lord  treafurer  will  not  fend  for  me  to  fup- 
per ;  if  he  does  not,  I  wiil  reproach  him,  and  he 
will  pretend  to  chide  me  for  not  coming. — So 
farewel  till  I  go  to  bed,  for  I  am  going  to  be  bu- 
fy. — 'Tis  now  paft  ten,  and  I  went  down  to  afk 
the  fervants  about  Mr.  fecretary;  they  tell  me 
the  queen  is  yet  at  council,  and  that  flie  went  to 
fupper,  and  came  out  to  the  council  afterwards. 
'Tis  certain  they  are  managing  a  Peace.  I  will 
go  to  bed,  and  there's  an  end. — 'Tis  now  eleven, 
and  a  mefienger  is  come  from  lord  treafurer  to  fup 
with  them ;  but  I  have  excufed  myfelf,  and  am 
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glad  I  am  in  bed  ;  for  elfe  I  fliould  fit  up  till  twOj 
and  drink  till  1  was  hot.    Now  I'll  go  fleep. 

London^  24.  I  came  to  town  by  fix  with  lord 
treafurer,  and  have  ftaid  till  ten.    That  of  the 
queen's  going  out  to  fup,  and  coming  in  again,  is  a 
lie,  as  the  fecretary  told  me  this  morning  :  but  I 
find  the  miniflry  are  very  bufy  with  Mr.  Prior^  and 
I  believe  he  will  go  again  to  France.    I  am  told  fo 
niuch,  that  we  fliall  certainly  have  a  Peace  very 
foon.    I  had  charming  weather  all  laft  week  at 
Windfor^  but  we  have  had  a  little  rain  to-day,  and 
yeflerday  was  windy.  Prior'* s  journey  fells  fHll;  they 
have  fold  two  thoufand,  altho'  the  town  is  empty. 
I  found  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Fenton  here,  defirinsf  me 
in  lady  Giffardh  name  to  come  and  pafs  a  week 
at  Sheen,  w^hile  (lie  is  at  Moor-park.    I  will  an- 
fwer  it  with  a  vengeance  :  and  now  you  talk  of 
anfv/erine,  there  is  MD\  N,  20  is  yet  to  be  an- 
'fwered  :  I  had  put  it  up  To  fafe  I  could  hardly  find 
it;  but  here  it  is,  faith,  and  I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
fend  this  till  Thurjday ;   for  I  mufl  fee  the  fecre- 
tary to-morrow  morning,  and  be  in  fome  other 
place  in  the  evening-  ^ 

25.  Stella  writes  like  an  emperor,  and  skives  fuch 
an  account  of  her  journey,  never  faw  the  like.  Let 
me  fee ;  ftand  av/ay,  let  us  compute;  you  ftaid 
four  days  at  Inifi-Corthy  ;  two  nights  at  Mrs.  Pro^ 
by^s  mother's  ;  and  yet  was  but  fix  days  in  journey ; 
for  your  words  are,  "  We  left  Wexford  this  day 
fennight,  and  came  here  laft  night."  I  have  heard 
them  fay,  that  travellers  may  lie  by  authority. 
Make  up  this,  if  you  .  can.  How  far  is  it  from 
Wexford  to  Dullln?  how  many  miles  did  you  tra- 
vel in  a  day*  ?  Let  me  fee — thirty  pounds  in  two 

months, 

*  The  do6lor  was  aU'ays  a  bad  reckoner,  either  of 
money  or  any  thing  elfc ;  and  this  is  one  of  his  rapid 
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nionths,  is  nine  fcore  pounds  a  year;  a  matter  of 
nothing  in  Stellas  purfe.    I  dreamed  Billy  Swift 
was  alive,  and  that  I  told  him,  you  writ  me  word 
he  was  dead,  and  that  you  had«  been  at  his  fune- 
ral, and  I  admired  at  your  impudence,  and  was  in 
mi2;hty  hafte  to  run  and  let  you  know  what  ly- 
ing rogues  you  were.    Poor  lad,  he  is  dead  of  his 
mother's  former  folly  and  fondnefs,  and  yet  now 
I  believe  as  you  fay,  that  her  grief  will  foon  wear 
off. — O  yes,  madam  Dinghy^  mightily  tired  of  the 
company,  nqdoubt  of  it,  at  Wexford?  And  your 
defcription  of  it  is  excellent;  clean  (heets,  but 
bare  walls ;  I  fuppofe  then  you  lay  upon  the  walls^ 
— Mrs.  Walls  has  got  her  tea  ;  but  Who  pays  me 
the  money?  Come,  I  fiiall  never  get  it;  fo  1  make 
a  prefent  of  it  to  flop  fome  gaps,  ^c.  Where's  the 
thanks  of  the  houfe  ?  So,  that's  well ;  why,  it  coft 
four  and  thirty  ihillings  E^igUj}) — You  muft  adjuffi 
that  with  Mrs.  Walls  \  I  think  that  is  fo  many  pence 
more  with  you, — No,  Leigh  and  Slerney  I  fuppofe, 
were  not  at  the  water-fide ;  I  fear  Sterne  s  bufmefs 
will  not  be  done;  I  have  not  feen  him  this  good 
while.  I  hate  him  for  the  management  of  that  box  ; 
and  I  was  the  greateft  fool  in  nature  for  trufting 
to  fuch  a  young  jackanapes  ;  I  will  fpeak  to  him 
once  more   about  it,   when  I  fee  him.  Mr. 
Addifon  and  I  met  once  more  fmce,  and  I  fupped 
with  him ;  I  believe  I  told  you  fo  fomewhere  in 
this  letter.    The  archbifiiop  chofe  an  admirable 
meiTenger  in  Walls  to  fend  tome;  yet  1  think 
him  fitter  for  a  melTengcr  than  any  thing. — The 

computations.  For  as  Stella  wss  feven  days  in  jour- 
ney, although  Dr.  Swift  fays  onlv  fix,  flie  might  well 
have  fpent  four  days  at  hzijh-Ccrthyy  and  two  nights  at 
Mrs.  Proby\  mother's,  the  diftance  from  Wexford  to 
Dublin  being  but  two  eafy  da;s  journey. 
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15 —  fhe  t  has  !  'I  did  not  obferve  her  looks.  Will 
file  rot  out  o'  modefty  with  lady  Giffard?  I  pity- 
poor  but  Her  hufband  is  a  dunce,  and  with 
refpedt  to  him  ftie  lofes  little  by  her  deafnefs.  I 
believe,  madam  Stella^  ih  your  accounts  you  mif- 
toolc  one  liquor  for  another,  and  it  was  a  hun- 
dred and  forty  quarts  of  wine,  and  thirty-two  of 
water, — This  is  all  written  in  the  morning  before 
I  go  to  the  fecrctary,  as  I  am  now  doing.  I  have 
anfwered  your  letter  a  little  fhorter  than  or- 
dinary ;  but  I  have  a  mind  it  (hould  go  to-day, 
and  I  will  give  you  my  journal  at  night  in  my 
jiext ;  for  Tm  fo  afraid  of  another  letter  before 
this  goes :  I  will  never  have  two  together  again 
unanfwered. — What  care  1  for  Dr.  and  Dr. 
Raymond^  or  how  many  children  they  have?  I  wiffi 
they  had  a  hundred  apiece. — Lord  treafurer  pro- 
iiiifcs  me  to  anfwer  the  bifhops'  letter  to-morrow, 
and  fbew  it  me;  and  I  believe  it  will  confirm  all 
I  faid,  and  mortify  thofe  that  threw  the  merit  on 
the  duke  of  Or?nond,  Fpr  I  have  m.ade  him  jealous 
of  it ;  and  t'other  day  talking  of  the  matter,  he 
faid,  I  am  your  witnefs  you  got  it  for  them  before 
the  duke  was  lord  lieutenant.  My  humble  fer- 
vice  to  IV/rs.  fValls^  Mrs.  St:)yte^  and  Catherine^ 
Farewel,  iffc,  ^ 

What  do  you  do  when  you  fee  any  literal  mif- 
takes  in  my  letters  ?  how  do  you  fet  them  right  ? 
for  I  never  read  them  over  to  correct  them.  Fare- 
vvel  again. 

Pray  fend  this  note  to  Mrs.  Brent^  to  get  the 
money  when  Parvifol  comes  to  town,  or  fhe  can 
fend  tQ  him. 

t  Somewhat  or  other  VThich  Stellas  mother  had  con- 
fented  to. 
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LETTER  XXXL 

Loncion,  Sept.  25,  ijii, 

X  DINED  in  the  city  to-day,  and  at  my  re- 
turn I  put  my  3Gth  into  the  poft-office  3  and  when  I 
got  home  I  found  for  me  one  of  the  nobleft  letters 
I  ever  read ;  it  was  from  — ,  three  fides  and  a  half 
in  folio  on  a  large  fheet  of  paper;  the  two  firft 
pages  made  up  of  fatire  upon  London^  and  crowds 
and  hurry,  ftolen  from  fome  of  his  own  fchool- 
boy's  exercifes :  the  fide  and  a  half  remaining  is 
fpent  in  defining  me  to  recommend  Mrs.  Souths 
your  commilTioner's  widow>  to  my  lord  treafurer 
for  a  penfion.  He  is  the  prettleft,  difcreeteft  fel- 
low that  ever  my  eyes  beheld^  or  that  ever  dipt 
pen  into  ink.  I  know  not  what  to  fay  to  him* 
A  pox  on  him,  I  have  too  many  fuch  cuftomers  on 
this  fide  already.  I  think  I  will  fend  him  word 
that  I  never  faw  my  lord  treafurer  in  my  life : 
I  am  fure  I  induftrioufly  avoided  the  name  of  any 
great  perfon  when  I  faw  him,  for  fear  of  his 
reporting  it  in  Ireland,  And  this  recommenda- 
tion muft  be  a  fecret  too,  for  fear  the  duke  of 
Bolton  (hould  know  it,  and  think  it  was  too  mean, 
I  never  read  fo  d — -d  a  letter  in  my  life :  a  little 
would  make  me  fend  it  over  to  you.— I  muft  fend 
you  a  pattern,  the  firft  place  I  caft  my  eyes  on,  I 
will  not  pick  and  chufe.  [In  this  place  (meaning 
the  Exchange  in  London )  which  is  the  compendium 
of  old  Trcynovant^  as  that  is  of  the  whole  bufy 
world,  I  got  fuch  a  furfeit,  that  I  grew  fick  of 
mankind,  and  refolved,  for  ever  after,  to  bury 
myfelf  in  the  fliady  retreat  of  — .]  You  muft  know 
that  London  has  been  called  by  fome  Troynovant^ 
ox  New  Troy, — Will  you  have  any  more?  Yes, 
Vol*  V,  E  one 
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one  little  bit  for  Siellay  becaufe  flie'll  be  fond  of 
it.     [This  wondrous  Theatre  (meaning  London) 
was  no  more  to  me  than  a  defert,  and  I  fhould 
lefs  complain  of  folitude  in  a  Connaught  fhipwreck, 
or  even  the  great  Bog  of  AllenJ\    A  little  fcrap  for 
Mrs.  Marget      and  then  I  have  done.  [Their 
royal  Fanum^  wherein  the  Idol  Pecunia  is  daily 
worfhipped,  feemed  to  me  to  be  juft  like  a  hive  of 
bees  working  and  labouring  under  huge  weights 
of  cares.]    Fanmn  is  a  temple,  but  he  means  the 
Exchange  \   and  Pecunia  \^  money:  fo  now  Mrs. 
Marget  will  underftand  her  part.    One  more  pa- 
ragraph, and  I — Well,  come  don't  be  in  fuch  a 
rage,  you  (hall  have  no  more.  Pray,  Stella^  be  fa- 
tislied  ;  'tis  very  pretty  :  and  that  I  muft  be  ac- 
quainted with  fuch  a  dog  as  this  !  r-Our  Peace 
goes  on  faft.    Prior  was  with  the  fecretary  two 
hours  this  morning:  I  was  there  a  little  after  he 
went  away,  and  was  told  it.    I  believe  he  will 
foon  be  difpatched  again  to  France ;  and  I  will  put 
fomebody  to  write  an  account  of  his  fecond  jour- 
ney: I  hope  you  have  feen  the  other.    This  lat- 
ter has  taken  up  my  time  with  ftorming  at  it. 

26.  Bernage  has  been  with  me  thefe  two  days; 
yefterday  I  fent  for  him  to  let  him  know,  that  Dr. 
Arbuthnoit  is  putting  in  ftrongly  to  have  his  brother 
made  a  captain  over  Bernage\  head.  Arbuthnoit'' % 
brother  is  but  an  enfign  ;  but  the  dodior  has  great 
power  with  the  queen  :  yet  he  told  me,  he  would 
rot  do  any  thing  hard  to  a  gentleman  Wiio  is  my 
friend ;  and  I  have  engaged  the  fecretary  and 
his  colonel  for  him.  To-day  he  told  me  very  me- 
lancholy, that  the  other  had  written  from  Wind^ 
for  (where  he  went  to  folicit)  that  he  has  got 
the  company  j  and  Bernage  is  full  of  the  fpleen. 

*  Stella^  maid. 

I  made 
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1  made  the  fccretary  write  yefterday  a  tetter  to 
the  colonel  in  Bernage^s  behalf.  I  hope  it  will  dd 
yet ;  and  I  have  written  to  Dr.  Arhuthnott  to 
PVindfor^  not  to  infift  on  doing  fuch  a  hardfliip.  I 
dined  in  the  city  at  PontacFs  with  Stratford ;  it 
coft  me  feven  fhillings  :  he  would  have  treated  5 
but  I  did  not  let  him,  I  have  removed  my  money 
from  the  bank  to  another  fund.  I  defire  Parvi^ 
fol  may  fpeak  to  Hawkjhaw  to  pay  in  my  money 
when  he  can  ;  /or  I  will  put  it  in  the  funds ;  and 
in  the  mean  time  borrow  fo  much  of  Mr.  fecretary, 
who  offers  to  lend  it  me.  Go  to  the  dean's,  fir- 
rahs, 

27.  Bernage  was  with  me  again  to-day^  and  Is 
in  great  fear,  and  fo  was  I ;  but  this  afternooa 
at  lord  treafurer's,  where  I  dined,  my  brother 
George  Granville^  fecretary  at  war,  after  keeping 
tne  a  while  in  fufpence,  told  me,  that  Dr.  Arbuth-^ 
nott  had  waved  the  bufinefs,  becaufe  he  would  not 
wrong  a  friend  of  mine :  that  his  brother  is  to  ba 
a  lieutenant^  and  Bernage  is  made  a  captain,  E 
ealled  at  his  lodging,  and  the  foldier's  Coffee-houfe^ 
to  put  him  out  of  pain,  but  cannot  find  him  ;  fa 
I  have  left  word,  and  (hall  fee  him  to-morrow 
morning,  I  fuppofe.  Bernage  is  now  eafy;  he 
has  ten  (hillings  a  day,  befide  lawful  cheating. 
However,  he  gives  a  private  fum  to  his  colonel  j 
but  it  is  very  cheap:  his  colonel  loves  him  well, 
hut  is  furprized  to  fee  him  have  fo  many  friends. 
So  he  is  now  quite  ofF my  hands. — I  left  the  com- 
pany early  to-night  at  lord  treafurer's;  but  the 
fecretary  followed  me,  to  defire  I  would  go  with 

him  to  W  .  Mr.  Lewis* %  man  came  in  before  I 

could  finifh  that  word  beginning  with  a  which 
ought  to  be  Windfor^  and  brought  me  a  very  hand- 
fome  rallying  letter  from  Dr.  Arhuthnott^  to  tell  me, 
he  had,  in  compliance  to  me,  given  up  his  bro- 

E  2  ther'a 
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ther*s  pretenfions  in  favour  of  Bernage  this  very 
morning ;  that  the  queen  had  fpoken  to  Mr.  Gran- 
uille  to  make  the  company  eafy  in  the  other's 
having  the  captainfliip.  Whether  they  have  done 
it  to  oblige  me  or  no,  I  muft  own  it  fo.  He  fays, 
he  this  very  morning  begged  her  majefty  to  give 
Mr.  Bernage  the  company.  I  am  mightily  well 
pleafed  to  have  fucceeded  fo  well;  but  you  will 
think  me  tedious,  although  you  like  the  man,  as  I 
think. 

TVindfor^  28.  I  came  here  a  day  fooner  than  or- 
dinary, at  Mr.  fecretary's  defire,  and  fupped  with 
him  and  Prior^  and  two  private  minifters  from 
France^  and  a  French  prieft.  I  know  not  the  two 
minifters  names;  but  they  are  come  about  the 
Peace.  The  names  the  fecretary  called  them,  I 
fuppofe,  were  feigned ;  they  were  good  rational 
men.  We  have  already  fettled  all  things  with 
France^  and  very  much  to  the  honour  and  advantage 
of  England ;  and  the  queen  is  in  mighty  good  hu- 
mour. All  this  news  is  a  mighty  fecret  j  the  peo- 
ple in  general  know  that  a  Peace  is  forwarding. 
The  earl  of  Strafford  \s  to  go  foon  to  Holland  and  let 
them  know  what  we  have  been  doing  :  and  then 
there  will  be  the  devil  and  all  to  pay ;  but  we'll 
make  them  fwallow  it  w^ith  a  pox.  The  French 
miniftets  ftaid  with  us  till  one,  and  the  fecretary 
and  I  fat  up  talking  till  two ;  fo  you  will  own  'tis 
late,  firrahs,  and  time  for  your  little  fancy  Prejio 
to  go  to  bed  and  fleep  adazy ;  and  God  blefs  poor 
little  MD:  I  hope  they  are  now  faft  afleep  and 
dreaming  of  Prejio. 

29.  Lord  treafurer  came  to-night,  as  ufual,  at 
half  an  hour  after  eight,  as  dark  as  pitch.  I  am 
weary  of  chiding  him ;  fo  I  commended  him  for 
obferving  his  friends  advice,  and  coming  fo  early, 
i^c.  I  was  two  hours  with  lady  Oglethorp  to-night. 
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snd  then  fupped  with  lord  treafurer^  after  dining  at 
the  green-cloth  :  I  flayed  till  two ;  this  is  the 
effe£t  of  lord  treafurer's  being  here ;  I  muft 
fup  with  him,  and  he  keeps  curled  hours.  Lord 
keeper  and  the  fecretary  were  abfent ;  they  can- 
not fit  up  with  him.  This  long  fitting  up  makes 
the  periods  in  my  letters  fo  (hort.  1  defign  to 
flay  here  all  next  week,  to  be  at  leifure  by  my- 
felf,  to  finifh  fomething  of  weight  I  have  upon  my 
hands,  and  which  muft  foon  be  done.  1  fliall 
then  think  of  returning  to  Ireland^  if  thefe  people 
will  let  me;  and  I  kno  w  nothing  elfe  they  have 
for  me  to  do.  I  gave  Dr.  Arhuthnott  my  thanks 
for  his  kindnefs  to  Bernage^  whofe  commiffion  is 
now  figned.  Methinks  I  long  to  know  fomething 
of  Stellas  health,  how  it  continues  after  Wexford 
waters. 

30.  The  queen  was  not  at  chapel  to-day,  and 
all  for  the  better,  for  we  had  a  dunce  to  preach: 
Ihe  has  a  little  of  the  gout.  I  dined  with  my  bro- 
ther Majham  and  a  moderate  company,  and  would 
not  go  to  lord  treafurer's  till  after  fupper  at  eleven 
o'clock,  and  pretended  I  had  miftaken  the  hour  ; 
fo  I  ate  nothing :  and  a  little  after  twelve  the 
company  broke  up,  the  keeper  and  fecretary  re- 
fufmg  to  ftay;  fo  I  faved  this  night's  debauch* 
Prior  went  away  yefterday  with  his  Frenchmen^ 
and  a  thoufand  reports  are  raifed  in  this  town. 
Some  faid,  they  knew  one  to  be  the  Abbe  de  Po* 
ligyiac^  others  fwore  it  was  the  Abbe  du  Bois, 
The  Whigs  are  in  a  rage  about  the  Peace  ;  but 
we'll  wherret  them,  I  warrant,  boys.  Go,  go, 
go  to  the  dean's,  and  don't  mind  politicks,  young 
women,  they  are  not  good  after  the  waters  ;  they 
are  ftark  naught ;  ihey  ftrike  up  into  the  head, 
G05  get  two  black  aces,  and  fifh  for  a  manilio. 

E  3  a^. 


(   54  ) 

OEi.  I.  Sir  yohn  Walters^  an  honeft  drunken 
fellow,  is  now  in  waiting,  and  invited  me  to  the 
green-cloth  to-day,  that  he  might  not  be  behind 
hand  with  colonel  Godfrey^  who  is  a  Whig.  I  was 
engaged  to  the  Mayor's  feaft  with  Mr.  Majham ; 
but  waiting  to  take  leave  of  lord  treafurer,  I  came 
too  late,  and  fo  returned  fneaking  to  the  green- 
cloth,  and  did  not  fee  my  lord  treafurer  neither  ; 
but  was  refolved  not  to  lofe  two  dinners  for  him. 
I  took  leave  to-day  of  my  friend  and  folicitor 
lord  Rivers^  who  is  commanded  by  the  queen  to 
fet  out  for  Hanover  on  Thurfday,  The  fecretary 
does  not  go  to  town  till  to-morrow :  he  and  I 
and  two  friends  more  drank  a  fober  bottle  of  wine 
here  at  home,  and  parted  at  twelve ;  he  goes  by 
feven  to-morrow  morning,  fo  I  fhall  not  fee  him, 
I  have  power  over  his  cellar  in  his  abfence,  and 
make  little  ufe  of  it.  Lord  Dartmouth  and  my 
friend  Lewis  ftay  here  this  week;  but  I  can  never 
work  out  a  dinner  from  Dartmouth,  Majfjam  has 
promifed  to  provide  for  me :  I  fquired  his  lady 
out  of  her  chaife  to-day,  and  muft  vifit  her  in  a 
day  or  two.  So  you  have  had  a  long  fit  of  the 
fineft  weather  in  the  world;  but  I  am  every  day 
in  pain  that  it  will  go  off.  I  have  done  no  bu- 
Cnefs  to-day:  I  am  very  idle. 

2.  My  friend  Lewis  and  I,  to  avoid  over-much 
eating,  and  great  tables,  dined  with  honeft  'Jeinmy 
Eckerjhall,  clerk  of  the  kitchen,  now  in  waiting ; 
^nd  1  befpoke  my  dinner :  but  the  cur  had  your 
acquaintance  JLovet^  the  gentleman  porter,  to  be 
pur  company :  Lovet^  towards  the  end  of  dinner, 
after  twenty  wrigglings,  faid  he  had  the  honour 
to  fee  me  formerly  at  Moor-park^  and  thought 
be  remembered  my  face ;  I  faid  1  thought  I  re- 
jfn^mberpd  hirn,  and  was  glad  to  fee  bim, 
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and  I  efcaped  for  that  much,  for  he  was  very  pert. 
It  has  rained  all  this  day,  and  I  doubt  our  good 
weather  is  gone.  I  have  been  very  idle  this  after- 
noon, playing  at  twelve-penny  picquet  with  Leivis ; 
I  won  feven  fhillings,  which  is  the  only  money 
I  won  this  year ;  1  have  not  played  above  four 
times,  and  I  think  always  at  IVindjor :  cards  are 
very  dear,  there  is  a  duty  on  them  of  fixpence  a 
pack,  which  fpoils  fmall  gamefters. 

3.  Mr.  Majham  fent  this  morning  to  defire  I 
would  ride  out  with  him,  the  weather  growing 
again  very  fine:  I  was  very  bufy,  and  fent  my  ex- 
cufes  ;  but  defired  he  would  provide  me  a  dinner: 
I  dined  with  him,  his  lady,  and  her  fifter,  Mrs. 
/////,  who  invites  us  to-morrow  to  dine  with  her, 
and  we  are  to  ride  out  in  the  morning.  I  fat 
with  lady  Ogletkorp  till  eight  this  evening,  then 
was  going  home  to  write;  looked  about  for  the 
woman  that  keeps  the  key  of  the  houfe  ;  fhe  told 
me  Patrick  had  it.  I  cooled  my  heels  in  the  cloif- 
ters  till  nine,  then  went  into  the  mufick-meeting, 
where  I  had  been  often  defired  to  go;  but  was 
weary  in  half  an  hour  of  their  fine  fluff*,  and 
Hole  out  fo  privately^  that  every  body  faw  me; 
and  cooled  my  heels  in  the  cloifters  again  till  afier 
ten  :  then  came  in  Patrick.  I  went  up,  (hut  the 
chamber-door,  and  gave  him  two  or  three  fwing- 
ing  cuffs  on  the  ear,  and  I  have  {trained  the  thumb 
of  my  left  hand  with  pulling  him,  v/hich  I  did  not 
feel  until  he  was  gone.  He  was  plaguily  afraid 
and  humbled. 

4.  It  was  the  fineft  day  in  the  world,  and  we 
got  out  before  eleven,  a  noble  caravan  of  us.  The 
duchefs  of  Shreivjhury  in  her  own  chaife  with  one 

*  Shifty  like  fome  others,  rather  hated  than  loved 
mufick. 
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horfc,  and  Mifs  Touchet  with  her;  Mrs.  Majhcim 
and  Mrs.  Scarborow^  one  of  the  dreflers,  in  one 
of  the  queen's  chaifes  ;  Mifs  Forefter  and  Mifs 
Scarhorow^  two  maids  of  honour,  and  Mrs.  Hill  on 
horfeback.  The  duke  of  Shrew/bury^  Mr.  Majh-^ 
am^  George  Fielding^  Arhuthnott  and  I  on  horfeback 
too.  Mrs.  Hiir^  horfe  was  hired  for  Mifs  Scar- 
borow^  but  fhe  took  it  in  civility,  her  own  horfe 
was  galled  and  could  not  be  rid,  but  kicked  and 
winced  :  the  hired  horfe  was  not  worth  eighteen 
pence.  I  borrowed  coat,  boots  and  horfe,  and  in 
Ihort  we  had  all  the  difficulties,  and  more  than  we 
ufed  to  have  in  making  a  party  from  Trim  to 
Longfield's  *.  My  coat  was  light  camblet,  faced 
with  red  velvet,  and  filver  buttons.  We  rode  in 
the  great  park  and  the  foreft  about  a  dozen  miles, 
and  the  duchefs  and  I  had  much  converfation ; 
tve  got  home  by  two,  and  Mr.  Majhom^  his  lady, 
Arbuthnoit  and  I  dined  with  Mrs.  Hill.  Arbuthnott 
made  us  all  melancholy,  by  fome  fymptoms  of 
bloody  ur — e  :  he  experts  a  cruel  fit  of  the  ftone 
in  twelve  hours ;  he  fays  he  is  never  miftaken, 
and  he  appeared  like  a  man  that  was  to  be  racked 
to-morrow.  I  cannot  but  hope  it  will  not  be  fo 
bad  ;  he  is  a  perfedly  honcft  man,  and  one  I  have 
much  obligation  to.  It  rained  a  little  this  afternoon, 
and  grew  fair  again.  Lady  Oglethorp  fent  to  fpeak 
to  me,  and  it  was  to  let  me  know  that  lady  Ro-^ 
chefter  defires  (he  and  I  may  be  better  acquainted, 
'Tis  a  little  too  late ;  for  I  am  not  now  in  love 
Vfixh  \?iiy  Roche/ler :  they  fliame  me  out  of  her, 
becaufe  {he  is  old.  Arbuthnott  fays  he  hopes  my 
ftrained  thumb  is  not  the  gout ;  for  he  has  often 
found  people  fo  miftaken.    I  do  not  remember 

*  Mr.  Longjield  lived  at  Killbride^  about  four  miles 
from  Trifn. 

the 
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the  particular  thing  that  gave  it  me,  only  I  had  it 
juft  after  beating  Patrick^  and  now  it  is  better;  fo 
1  believe  he  is  miftaken. 

5.  The  duchefs  of  Shrew/bury  fent  to  invite  me 
to  dinner;  but  I  was  abroad  laft  night  when  her 
fervant  came,  and  this  morning  I  fent  my  excufes, 
becaufe  I  was  engaged,  which  I  was  lorry  for. 
Mrs,  Forejier  taxed  me  yefterday  about  the  hiftory 
of  the  maids  of  honour ;  but  I  told  her  fairly  it 
was  no  jeft  of  mine ;  for  I  found  they  did  not  re- 
lifli  it  altogether  well :  and  1  have  enough  already 
of  a  quarrel  with  that  brute  Sir  yohn  IP  alters^  who 
has  been  railinii;  at  me  in  all  companies  ever  fince 
I  dined  with  him  ;  that  I  abufed  the  queen's  meat 
and  drink,  and  faid,  nothing  at  the  table  was  good, 
and  all  ad  •  lie;  for,  after  dinner,  commend- 
ing the  wine,  I  faid,  I  thought  it  was  fomething 
fmall.  You  would  wonder  how  all  my  friends 
laugh  at  this  quarrel.  It  will  be  fuch  a  jeft  for 
the  keeper,  treafurer,  and  fecretary. — I  dined  with 
honeft  colonel  Godfrey^  took  a  good  walk  of  aa 
hour  on  the  terrafs,  and  then  came  up  to  ftudy: 
but  it  grows  bloody  cold  and  I  have  no  waittcoat 
here. 

6.  I  never  dined  with  the  chaplains  till  to-day; 
but  my  friend  Gajlrel  and  the  dean  of  Rocheficr  had 
often  invited  me,  and  I  happened  to  be  difengaged; 
it  is  the  worft  provided  table  at  court.  We  ate  on 
pewter :  every  chaplain,  when  he  is  made  a  dean, 
gives  a  piece  of  plate,  and  fo  they  have  got  a  little, 
fome  of  it  very  old.  One  who  was  made  dean  of 
Peterborow  (a  fmall  deanry)  faid,  he  would  give 
no  plate;  he  was  only  dean  of  Pta/uT^fm-c .  The 
news  of  Mr.  HHPs  mifcarriage  in  his  expedition 
came  to-day,  and  I  went  to  vifit  yixh.MaJham  and 
Mrs.  i//7/,  his  two  fitters,  to  condole  with  them. 
I  advifed  them  by  all  means  to  go  to  the  mufick- 

meeting 
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meeting  to-night,  to  (hew  they  were  not  caft  down, 
f^c.  and  they  thought  my  advice  was  right,  and 
went.  1  doubt  Mr.  HiH  and  his  admiral  made 
wrong  fleps;  however,  we  lay  it  all  to  a  ftorm, 
fe'r.  1  kit  with  the  fecretary  at  fupper;  then  we 
both  went  to  lord  treafurer's  fupper,  and  fat  till 
twelve.  The  fecretary  is  much  mortified  about 
Hill;  becaufe  this  expedition  was  of  his  contriving, 
and  he  counted  much  upon  it;  but  lord  treafurer 
wasjuft  merry  as  ufual,  and  old  laughing  at  Sir 
yohn  IVdkers  and  me  falling  out.  I  faid.  Nothing 
grieved  me,  but  that  they  would  take  example, 
and  perhaps  prefume  upon  it,  and  get  out  of  my 
government ;  but  that  I  thought  1  was  not  obliged 
to  govern  bears,  though  1  governed  men.  They 
promife  to  be  as  obedient  as  ever,  and  fo  we  laugh- 
ed ; — and  fo  I  go  to  bed ;  for  it  is  colder  ftill, 
and  you  have  a  fire  now,  and  are  at  cards  at  home. 

y.  Lord  Harley  and  I  dined  privately  to-day 
with  Mrs.  Majhah  and  Mrs.  Hill^  and  my  bro- 
ther Mcjljanu  I  faw  lord  Halifax  at  Court, 
and  we  joined  and  talked,  and  the  duchefs  of 
Shrewjhury  came  up  and  reproached  me  for  not 
dining  with  her :  I  faid.  That  was  not  fo  foon 
done;  for  I  expe£led  more  advances  from  ladies, 
efpecially  duchcfies :  fhe  promifed  to  comply  with 
any  demands  I  pleafed  ;  and  I  agreed  to  dine  with 
iter  to-morrow,  if  I  did  not  go  to  London  too  foon, 
as  i  believe!  fhall  before  dinner.  Lady  Oglethorp 
brought  me  and  the  duchefs  oi  Hamilton  toge;her 
to-day  in  the  drawing-room,  and  1  have  given  her 
ibme  encouragement,  but  not  much.  Every  body 
fcas  been  teazing  Walters.  He  told  lord  treafurer, 
that  he  took  his  company  from  him  that  were  to 
idinie  with  him;  my  lord  faid,  I  w^ill  fend  you  Dr. 
Swift :  lord  keeper  bid  him  take  care  what  he  did  ; 
For,  faid  he.  Dr.  Swift  is  not  only  all  our  fa- 

vourite, 
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vourlte,  but  our  governor.  The  old  company 
fupped  with  lord  treafurer,  and  got  away  by  twelve. 

London^  8.  I  believe  1  fhall  go  no  more  to 
JPlndJor\  for  we  expedl  the  queen  will  come  in 
ten  days  to  Ha7npton-Court,  It  was  froft  laft  niglit, 
and  cruel  cold  to-day.  I  could  not  dine  with  the 
duchefs;  for  I  left  Windfor  half  an  hour  after  one 
with  lord  treafurer,  and  we  called  at  Kenfington^ 
where  Mrs.  Majham  was  got  to  fee  her  children 
for  two  days.  I  dined,  or  rather  fupped  with  lord 
treafurer,  and  ftaid  till  after  ten.  Tifdall  and  his 
family  are  gone  from  hence,  upon  fome  wrangle 
with  the  family.  Yefterday  I  had  two  letters 
brought  me  to  Mr*  MaJ]?anis ;  one  from  Fordj 
and  t'other  from  our  little  AfD,  N,  2i.  I  would 
not  tell  you  till  to-day  becaufe  I  would  not.  I 
won't  anfwer  it  till  the  next,  becaufe  I  have  flipt 
two  days  by  being  at  Windfor^  which  I  muft  re- 
cover here.  Weil,  firrahs,  I  muft  go  to  fleep. 
The  roads  were  as  dry  as  at  Midfummer  to-day. 
This  letter  fliall  go  to-morrow. 

9.  Morning.  It  rains  hard  this  morning;  I 
fuppofe  our  fair  weather  is  now  at  an  end.  I 
think  ril  put  on  my  w^aiftccat  to-day  :  fhall  1  ? 
Well,  I  will  then,  to  pleafe  MD>  I  think  of  dining 
^t  home  to-day  upon  a  chop  and  a  pot.  The  town 
continues  yet  very  thin.  Lord  Strafford  \s  gone  to 
Holland  to  tell  them  what  we  have  done  here  to- 
wards a  Peace.  We  fliall  foon  hear  what  the 
Dutch  fay,  and  how  they  take  it.  My  humble 
fervice  to  Mrs.  Walls^  Mrs.  Stoyte  and  Catherine. 

M  orrow,  deareft  firrahs,  and  farewell ;  and 
God  Almighty  blefs  MD^  poor,  little,  dear  MD^ 
for  fo  I  mean,  and  Prejio  too,  I'll  w^rite  to  you 
again  to-night,  that  is,  I'll  begin  my  next  letter* 
F.9rey/el,  ^c. 

This 
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This  little  bit  belongs  to  MD ;  we  muft  al- 
ways write  on  the  margin  *  :  you  are  faucy 
rogues. 

LETTER  XXXII. 

I London,  Oftober  g,  1711. 
WAS  forced  to  lie  down  at  twelve  to-day, 
and  mend  my  night's  lleep  :  I  flept  till  after  two, 
and  then  fent  for  a  bit  of  mutton  and  pot  of  ale 
from  the  next  cook's  (hop,  and  had  no  ftomach. 
I  went  out  at  four,  and  called  to  f(^e  Biddy  Floydj 
which  I  hid  not  done  thefe  three  months :  (he  is 
fbmething  marked,  but  has  recovered  her  com- 
plexion quite,  and  looks  very  well.  Then  I  fat 
the  evening  with  Mrs.  Vanhomrighj  and  drank 
cofFee,  and  ate  an  egg.  I  like  wife  took  a  new 
lodging  to-day,  not  liking  a  ground  floor,  nor 
the  ill  fmell,  and  other  circumftances.  I  lodge, 
or  lhall  lodge,  by  Leice/hr-  Fields^  and  pay  ten  {hil- 
lings a  week;  that  won't  hold  out  long,  faith.  I 
lhall  lie  here  but  one  n'ght  more.  It  rained  ter- 
ribly  till  one  o'clock  to  day,  I  lie,  for  1  iliall 
lie  here  two  n'ghts  till  Thu  /day.  and  then  remove. 
Did  1  tell  you  that  my  friend  Mrs.  Barton  has  a 
brother  drowned,  that  went  on  the  expedition 
with  Jack  Hill F  He  was  a  lieutenant-colonel, 
and  a  coxcon  b;  and  (he  keeps  her  chamber  in 
form,  and  thefcrvants  fay,  fhe  receive'^  nomeflages. 
— Anfwer  A^D's  letter,  Pre/'h^  d'ye  hear?  No, 
fays  Prc/io^  I  won't  yet,  I'm  bufy:  you're  a  faucy 
rogue.    Who  talks  ? 

*  This  happens  to  be  the  only  fingle  line  written  upon 
the  ma'-gin  r  f  any  of  his  journa's.  By  Tome  accident 
there  ^vas  a  margin  ab^ut  as  broad  as  the  back  of  a  ra- 
zor,  and  thcrefoie  he  made  tliis  ufe  of  it. 

ic.  It 
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to.  It  coft  me  two  fliillings  in  coach-hire  to 
dline  in  the  city  with  a  printer.    I  have  fent,  and 
caufed  to  be  fent,  three  pamphlets  out  in  a  fort- 
night,   I  will  ply  the  rogues  warm,  and  whenever 
any  thing  of  theirs  makes  a  noife,  it  fhall  have  aa 
anfwer.    I  have  inftrudted  an  under- fpur-leather 
to  write  fo,  that  it  is  taken  for  mine.    A  rogue 
that  writes  a  news  paper  called  The  Protejlant  Pojl^ 
boy^  has  refleded  on  me  in  one  of  his  papers  ;  but 
the  fecretary  has  taken  him  up,  and  he  (hall  have 
a  fqueeze  extraordinary.    He  fays,  that  an  ambi- 
tious Tantivy^  miffing  of  his  towering  hopes  of 
preferment  in  Ireland^  is  come  over  to  vent  his 
fpleen  on  the  late  miniftry,  fcfr.    Dl  Tantivy 
him  wiih  a  vengeance.  I  fat  the  evening  at  home 
and  am  very  bufy,  and  can  hardly  find  time  to 
write  unlefs  it  were  to  MD.    1  am  in  furious 
hafte. 

II.  I  dined  to-day  with  lord  treafurer,  Thurf* 
days  are  now  his  days  when  his  choice  company 
comes,  but  we  are  too  much  multiplied.  George 
Gramjille  fent  his  excufes  upon  being  ill;  T  hear 
he  apprehends  the  apoplexy,  which  v/ould  grieve 
me  much.  Lord  tieafurer  calls  Prior  nothing  but 
Monfieur  Baudrier^  which  was  the  feigned  name 
of  the  Frenchman  that  writ  his  journey  to  Paris* 
They  pretend  to  fufpedl  me,  fo  I  talk  freely  of  it, 
and  put  them  out  of  their  play.  Lord  treafurer 
calls  me  now  Dr.  Martin^  becaufe  Martin'^  is  a 
fort  of  a  fwallow,  and  fo  is  a  Swift,  When  he  and 
I  came  lafi:  Monday  from  Witidfor^  we  were  reading 
all  the  figns  f  on  the  road.    He  is  a  pure  trifler  ; 

tell 

*  From  this  pleaf^ntry  of  my  lord  Oxford,  the  appel- 
lative Marti nus  Scriblerus  took  its  rif^, 

f  Vide  S-wiff%  Imitatijns  cf  Horace^  Lib.  II,  Sat.  6. 
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tell  th?  bifliop  of  Clogher  fo.  I  made  him  make 
two  lines  in  verfe  for  the  Bell  and  Dragon^  and 
they  were  rare  bad  ones.  I  fuppofe  Dilly  is  with 
you  by  this  time  :  what  could  his  reafon  be  of 
leaving  London^  and  not  owning  it?  *Twas  plaguy 
filly.  I  believe  his  natural  inconftancy  made  hint 
weary;  I  think  he  is  the  king  of  inconftancy.  I 
ftayed  with  lord  treafurer  till  ten;  we  had  five 
lords  and  three  commoners*  Go  to  ombre,  fir- 
rahs. 

12.  Mrs.  Vanho?nrigh  has  changed  her  lodging 
as  well  as  I.  She  found  fhe  had  got  with  a  bawd, 
and  removed  :  I  dined  with  her  to-day ;  for  though 
fhe  boards,  her  landlady  does  not  dine  with  her* 
I  am  grown  a  mighty  lover  of  herrings ;  but  they 
are  much  fmaller  here  than  with  you.  In  the 
afternoon  I  vifited  an  old  major-general,  and  eat  . 
fix  oyfters  ;  then  fat  an  hour  with  Mrs.  Colledge^ 
the  joiner's  daughter  that  was  hanged  ;  it  was  the 
joiner  was  hanged,  and  not  his  daughter;  with 
Thompfons  wife,  a  magiftrate.  There  was  the  fa- 
mous Mrs.  Floyd  of  Chejler^  who,  I  think,  is  the 
handfomeft  woman  (except  MD)  that  ever  I  faw# 
She  told  me,  that  twenty  people  had  fent  her  the 
verfes  upon  Biddy^  as  meant  to  her :  and  indeed, 
in  point  of  handfomenefs,  fhe  deferves  them  much 
better.  I  will  not  go  to  Windfor  to-morrow,  and 
fo  I  told  the  fecretary  to-day.  I  hate  the  thoughts 
of  Saturday  and  Sunday  fuppers  with  lord  treafurer. 
Jack  Hill  is  come  home  from  his  unfortunate  ex- 

where  he  gives  an  sccount  of  what  fort  of  tattle  enter- 
tained my  lord  Oxford  2LX\<i  him  upon  the  road  to  Wind- 
for %  and,  among  other  whims,  how,  as  the  chariot 
pafTed  along, 

They  gravely  try'd  to  read  the  lines 
Writ  underneath  the  country  Signs, 
t  pedition. 
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f  edition,  and  is,  I  think,  now  at  Wind/or :  I  have 
not  yet  feen  him.  He  is  privately  blamed  by  his 
own  friends  for  want  of  condu£l.  He  called  a 
council  of  war,  and  therein  it  was  determined  to 
come  back.  But  they  fay,  a  general  fhould  nc^ 
do  that,  becaufe  the  officers  will  always  give  their 
opinion  for  returning,  fince  the  blame  will  not  lie 
upon  them,  but  the  general:  I  pity  him  heartily. 
5^r«^^^  received  his  commiffion  to  day. 

13.  I  dined  to-day  with  colonel  Crowe^  late 
governor  of  Barbadoes\  he  is  a  great  acquaintance 
of  your  friend  Sterne^  to  whom  I  trufled  the  box* 
Lord  treafurer  has  refufed  Sterne's  bufinefs ;  and 
I  doubt  he  is  a  rake ;  Jemmy  Leigh  ftays  for  him, 
and  nobody  knows  where  to  find  him.  I  am  fo 
bufy  now,  I  have  hardly  time  to  fpare  to  write 
our  little  MD  ;  but  in  a  fortnight  I  hope  it  wiil 
be  over.    1  am  going  now  to  be  bufy,  i^c. 

14.  I  was  going  to  dine  with  Dr.  Ccckburn^ 
but  Sir  Andrew  Fountain  met  me,  and  carried  me 
to  Mrs,  Fans^  where  I  drank  the  laft  bottle  of 
Raymond's  wine,  admirable  good,  better  than  any 
I  get  among  the  miniftry.  1  muft  pick  up  time  to 
anfwer  this  letter  of  MD's^  I'll  do  it  in  a  day  or 
two  for  certain. — I  am  glad  I  am  not  at  Wir.dfor^ 
for  it  is  very  cold,  and  I  won't  have  a  fire  till  iVy?- 
vernier.  I  am  contriving  how  to  ftop  up  my  grate 
with  bricks.    Patrick  was  drunk  laft  night;  but 

j  did  not  come  to  me,  elfe  I  (hould  have  given  him 
t'other  cuff.  I  fat  this  evening  with  Mrs.  Barton^ 
it  is  the  firft  day  of  her  feeing  company;  but  I 

,  made  her  merry  enough,  and  we  were  three  hours 
difputing  upon  PFhig  and  Tory,  She  grieved  for 
her  brother  only  for  form,  and  he  was  a  fad  dog* 

j  Is  Stella  well  enough  to  go  to  church,  pray  ?  n3 

[  nummings  left?  no  darknefs  in  your  eyes?  da 
you  walk  and  exercife  ?  Your  exercife  is  ombre. — . 

People  . 
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jPeople  are  coming  up  to  town  ;  the  queen  will  b«  - 
at  Hampton-court  in  a  week.  Lady  Betty  Germain^ 
1  hear,  is  come,  and  lord  Pembroke  is  coming :  his 
new  wife  is  as  big  with  child  as  flie  can  tumble. 

15.  I  fat  at  home  till  four  this  afternoon  to-day  - 
writing,  and  ate  a  roll  and  butter;  then  vifited 
WilL  Congreve  an  hour  pr  two,  and  fupped  with 
lord  treafurer,  who  came  from  Wincljor  to-day^  ' 
and  brought  Prior  with  him.    The  queen  has 
thanked  Prior  for  his  good  fervice  in  France^  and  '\ 
promifed  to  make  him  a  commiflioner  of  the  cuf- 
toms.    Several  of  that  commiflion  are  to  be  out; 
among  the  reft,  my  friend  Sir  Matthew  Dudleys  1 
I  can  do  nothing  for  him,  he  is  fo  hated  by  the 
miniftry.    Lord  treafuier  kept  me  till  twelve,  fo  \: 
I  need  not  tell  you  it  is  now  late. 

,  16.  I  dined  to  day  with  Mr.  fecretary  at  Dr* 
Cotefworth^^  where  he  now  lodges  till  his  houfe  be  t 
got  ready  in  Golderi- Square.    One  Boyer^  a  French  ^ 
dog,  has  abufed  me  in  a  pamphlet,  and  I  have  got  .| 
him  up  in  a  meflenger's  hands  :  the  fecretary  pro-  | 
mifes  me  to  fwinge  him.    Lord  treafurer  told  me  | 
laft  night  that  he  had  the  honour  to  be  abufed  with  'l^ 
me  in  a  pamphlet.    I  muft  make  that  rogue  an 
example  for  warning  to  others.    I  was  to  fee  Jack  / 
Hill  this  morning,  who  made  that  unfortunate  ex-  % 
pedition;  and  there  is  fiill  more  misfortune;  for  | 
that  fhip,  which  was  admiral  of  his  fleer,  is  blown  f 
up  in  the  Thames^  by  an  accident  and  carelefnefs  f 
of  fome  rogue,  who  was  going,  as  they  think,  to  |; 
Heal  fome  gun-powder :  five  hundred  men  are  loft ;  J 
we  don't  yet  know  the  particulars.    I  am  got  V 
home  by  feven,  and  am  going  to  be  bufy,  and  you 
are  going  to  play  and  fupper;  you  live  ten  times  ' 
happier  than  I :  but  1  ftiould  live  ten  times  hap- 
pier than  you,  if  I  were  with  MD.    I  faw  Jemmy 
Leigh  to-day  in  the  ftreet,  who  tells  me  that  Sterne 

has 

1. 
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has  not  lain  above  once  thefe  three  weeks  in  his 
lodgings,  and  he  doubts  he  takes  ill  courfes;  he 
ftays  only  till  he  can  find  Sterne  to  go  along  yf  hh 

\  him,  and  he  cannot  hear  of  him.    I  begged  him 

I  to  enquire  about  the  box  when  he  comes  to  Chef-- 
ier^  which  he  promifes. 

17.  The  fecretary  and  I  dined  to-day  with  Bri- 
gadier BrittoHy  a  great  friend  of  his.  The  lady  of 
the  houfe  is  very  galante,  about  thirty-five;  flie 

\  is  faid  to  have  a  great  deal  of  wit ;  but  I  fee  no- 
thing among  any  of  them  that  equals  MD  by  a 

[  bar's  length,  as  hope  faved.  My  lord  treafurer  is 
much  out  of  order;  he  has  a  fore  throat,  and  the 

j  gravel,  and  a  pain  in  his  breaft  where  the  wound 
was  :  pray  God  preferve  him.  The  queen  comes 
to  Hampton-Court  on  Tuefday  next ;  people  are  com- 
ing faft  to  town,  and  I  muft  anfwer  MD's  letter^ 
which  I  can  hardly  find  time  to  do,  though  I  am 
at  home  the  greatett  part  of  the  day.  Lady  Betty 
Germain  and  1  v/ere  difputing  Whig  and  Tory  to 

!  death  this  morning.    She  is  grown  very  fat,  and 

I  looks  mighty  well.  Biddy  Floyd  was  there,  and  (he 
is,  I  think,  very  much  fpoiled  with  the  fmall- 
pox. 

\     18.  Lord  treafurer  is  flill  out  of  order,  and 
that  breaks  our  method  of  dining  there  to-day. 
[He  is  often  fubjeft  to  a  lore  throat,  and  fbme  time 
[  or  other  it  will  kill  him,  unlefs  he  takes  more  care 
I  than  he  is  apt  to  do.    It  was  faid  about  the  town 
that  poor  lord  Peterhorow  was  dead  at  Frankfort 
but  he  is  fomething  better,  and  the  queen  is  fend- 
I  ing  him  to  Italy^  where  I  hope  the  warm  climate 
1  will  recover  him  ;    he  has  abundance  of  excellent 
qualities,  and  we  love  one  another  mightily.  I 
was  this  afternoon  in  the  ciiy,  eat  a  bit  of  meat, 
I  and  fettled  fome  things  with  a  printer.    I  will  an- 
Ifwer  your  letter  on  Saturday^  if  poflible,  and  then 
|  .  Vol,  V.  F  fend 
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fend  away  this;  fo  to  fetch  up  the  odd  days  I  loff 
at  IVindjfor^  and  keep  conftant  to  my  fortnight. 
Ombre  time  is  now  coming  on,  and  we  (hall  have 
nothing  h\xt  Manky^  and  IValls^  'dn^  Stoytes^  and 
the  dean.  Have  you  got  no  new  acquaintance? 
Poor  girls  ;  no  body  knows  MD^s  good  qualities. 
*Tis  very  cold;  but  i  will  not  have  a  fire  till  No- 
vember^ that's  pozz.  Well,  but  coming  home  to- 
night, I  found  on  my  table  a  letter  from  MD ; 
faith  I  was  angry,  that  is  with  myfelf ;  and  I  was 
afraid  too  to  fee  MD's  hand  fo  foon,  for  fear  of 
fomething,  I  don't  know  what :  at  laft  I  opened 
it,  and  it  was  over  well,  and  a  bill  for  the  two 
hundred  guineas.  However,  'tis  a  fad  thing  that 
this  letter  is  not  gone,  nor  your  twenty-firft  an- 
fwered  yet. 

19.  1  was  invited  to-day  to  dine  with  Mrs.  Van^ 
with  fome  company  who  did  not  come;  but  1  ate 
nothing  but  herrings:  you  muft  know  I  hardly 
ever  eat  of  above  one  thing,  and  that  the  plainelt 
ordinary  meat  at  table;  I  love  it  beft,  and  believe 
it  wholefomeft.  Y.ou  love  rarities  ;  yes  you  do  ; 
I  wifh  you  had  all  that  1  ever  fee  where  i  go.  I 
was  coming  home  early,  and  met  the  fecretary  in 
his  chair,  who  perfuaded  me  to  go  with  him  to 
Brittons :  for  he  faid,  he  had  been  all  day  at  bu- 
finels,  and  had  eaten  nothing.  So  I  went,  and 
the  time  paft  fo,  that  we  ftaid  till  two,  fo  you  may 
believe  'tis  late  enough. 

20.  This  day  has  gone  all  wrong,  by  fitting  up 
fo  late  laft  night.  Lord  treafurer  is  not  yet  wel'^ 
and  can't  go  to  WincIJor.  I  dined  with  Sir  Mai^ 
thiv  Dudley y  and  took  occafion  to  hint  to  h 
that  he  would  lofe  his  employment,  for  which  1 
am  very  forty.  Lord  Pmhroke  and  his  family  are 
all  come  to  town.  I  was  kept  fo  long  at  a  friend's 
this  evening,  that  I  cannot  fend  this  to-night. 

When 
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When  I  knocked  at  my  lodgings,  a  fellow  afkeJ 
•  me  where  lodged  Dr.  Swift?  I  told  him  I  was 
the  perfon  :  he  gave  me  a  letter  he  brought  from 
the  fecretary's  office,  and  I  gave  him  a  (hilling  : 
when  1  came  up,  I  faw  Dingley's  hand  :  faith  I  was 
afraid,  I  do  not  know  what.    At  laft  it  was  a  for- 
mal letter  from  Dingley  zhout  her  exchequer  bufi- 
nefs.    Well,  Til  do  it  on  Monday^  and  fettle  it 
with  Tooke,    And  now,  boys,  for  your  letter,  I 
mean  the  firft,  N.  21.    Let's  fee;  come  out,  lit- 
tle letter. — I  never  had  the  letter  from  the  bifhop 
that  Raymond  mentions ;  but  I  have  written  to 
AW  Southwely  to  defire  the  duke  of  Ormond  to 
fpeak  to  his  reverence  that  he  may  leave  off  his 
impertinence.    What  a  pox  can  they  think  I  am 
doing  for  the  archbifliop  here  ?  You  have  a  prettv'- 
notion  of  me  in  Ireland^  to  make  me  an  ao-ent  for 
the  archbifliop  of  Dublin, — Why;  do  you  think 
I  value  your  people's  ingratitude  about  my  part 
in  ferving  them  ?  I  remit  them  xX\€\x  Fir  ft -Fruits 
of  Ingratitude,  as  freely  as  I  got  the  other  remit- 
ted to  them.    This  lord  tre'afurer  defers  writing 
his  letter  to  them,  or  clfe  they  would  be  plaguily 
confounded  by  this  time.    For,  he  defiens  to  o:ive 
the  merit  of  it  wholly  to  the  queen  and  me,  and 
to  let  them  know  it  was  done  before  the  duke  of 
Ormond  was  lord  lieutenant.    Vou  vifit,  you  dine 
abroad,  you  fee  friends  ;  you  pilgarlick  ;  you  walk 
from  Finglafs^  you  a  cat's  foot.  O  Lord — Lady  Gore 
hung  her  child  by  the  waift;  what  is  that  waiff^^ 
I  don't  underftand  the  word  ;  he  muft  hanpr  on 

*  With  great  refped  to  the  Dr.'s  judgment,  perhaps 
Stella*s  orthography  might  be  defended  againil  the  ty- 
ranny of  her  inftrudlor;  at  leaft  {he  has  all  the  moderns 
on  her  fide  :  however  indeed,  nvafl  as  well  as  ^tvaift,  is 
to  be  met  with  in  Littleton's  didionary. 

F  2  till 
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till  you  explain  or  fpell  it. — I  don't  believe  he 
was  pretty,  that's  a  liiii. — Pifli ;  burn  your  Firjl- 
Fruits ;  again  at  it,  &tella  has  made  twenty  falfe 
fpellings  in  her  writing;  I'll  fend  them  to  you  all 
back  again  on  the  other  fide  of  this  letter,  to  mend 
them;  I  won't  mils  one.  Why;  I  think  there 
were  feventeen  bilhops  names  to  the  letter  lord 
0;t;/^?r^  received. — I  will  fend  you  fome  pamphlets 
by  Leigh  :  put  me  in  mind  of  it  on  Monday^  for  I 
fliall  go  then  to  the  printer;  yes,  and  the  MifceU 
lany,  I  am  mightily  obliged  to  Walls ^  but  I  don't 
deferve  it  by  any  ufage  of  him  here,  having  feen 
him  but  twice,  and  once  en  pajjant,  Mrs.  Manley 
forfworn  ombre !  What ;  and  no  blazing  ftar  ap- 
pear ?  no  monfters  born  ?  no  whale  thrown  up? 
Have  you  not  found  out  fome  evafion  for  her  ?  She 
had  no  fuch  regard  to  oaths  in  her  younger  days. 
I  got  the  books  for  nothing,  madam  Dmgley\  but 
the  wine  I  got  not;  it  was  but  a  promife. — Yes, 
my  head  is  pretty  well  in  the  main,  only  now 
and  then  a  little  tbreatning  or  fo. — You  talk  of 
my  reconciling  fome  great  folks,  I  tell  you  what. 
The  fecretary  told  me  laft  night,  that  he  had  • 
found  the  reafon  why  the  queen  was  cold  to  him 
for  fome  months  paft;  that  a  friend  had  told  it 
him  yefterday  ;  and  it  was,  that  they  fufpe(Sed  he 
was  at  the  bottom  with  the  duke  of  Marlborough, 
Then  he  faid,  he  had  refle6led  upon  ail  1  had  fpo- 
ken  to  him  long  ago ;  but  he  thought  it  had  been 
only  my  fufpicion,  and  my  zeal  and  kindnefs  for 
him.  J  faid  I  had  reafon  to  take  that  very  ill, 
to  imagine  I  knew  fo  little  of  the  world  as  to  talk 
at  a  venture  to  a  great  minifter;  that  I  had  gone 
between  him  and  lord  treafurer  often,  and  told 
each  of  them  what  I  had  faid  to  the  other,  and 
that  1  had  informed  him  fo  before  :^he  faid  all  that 
you  may  imagine  to  excufe  himfelf,  and  approve  my 

conduit. 
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conduiSt.  I  told  him,  I  knew  all  along,  that  this 
proceeding  ef  mine  was  the  fureft  way  to  fend  me 
back  to  my  willows  in  Ireland^  but  that  I  regarded 
it  not,  provided  I  could  do  the  kingdom  fervice 
in  keeping  them  well  together.  I  minded  him 
how  often  I  had  told  lord  treafurer,  lord  keeper, 
and  him  together,  that  all  things  depended  on 
their  union,  and  that  my  comfort  was  to  fee 
then)  love  one  another;  and  I  had  told  them  all 
fingly,  that  I  had  not  faid  this  by  chance,  i^c.  He 
was  in  a  rage  to  be  thus  fufpefted  ;  fwears  he  will 
be  upon  a  better  foot,  or  none  at  all :  and  I  do  not 
fee,  how  they  can  well  want  him  in  this  jun<5lure. 
I  hope  to  find  a  way  of  fettling  this  matter.  I 
a£l  an  honeft  part ;  that  will  bring  me  neither  pro- 
fit nor  praife.  A4D  muft  think  the  better  of  me 
for  it :  nobody  elfe  fhall  ever  know  it.  Here's 
politicks  enough  for  once;  but  madam  Z).  Z). 
gave  me  occafion  for  it.  I  think  I  told  you  I 
have  got  into  lodgings  that  don't  fmell  ill— O 
Lord  !  the  fpedacles  :  well  V\\  do  that  on  Monday 
too;  although  it  goes  againft  me  to  be  employed 
for  folks  that  neither  you  nor  I  care  a  groat  for. 
Is  the  eight  pounds  from  Hawkjhavj  included  in 
the  thirty- nine  pounds  five  {hillings  and  two- 
pence ?  How  do  I  know  by  this  how  my  account 
ftands  ?  Can't  you  write  five  or  fix  lines  to  caft  it 
up?  Mine  is  forty-four  pounds  per  annum^  and 
pounds  from  HawkJJmw  makes  fifty-two 
pounds.  Pray  fet  it  right,  and  let  me  know;  you 
had  beft. — And  fo  now  I  have  anfv^ered  N.  21, 
'and  'tis  late,  and  I  will  anfwer  N,  22  in  my  next : 
this  cannot  go  to-night,  but  (hall  on  Tuefday  :  and 
fo  go  to  your  play,  and  lofe  your  money,  with  your 
two  eggs  a  penny;  filly  jade;  you  witty?  very 
pretty. 

F  3  21,  Mrs. 
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21..  Mrs.  Van  would  have  me  dine  with  her 
again  to-day,  and  fo  I  did,  though  lady  Mountjoy  ,■' 
has  fent  two  cv  three  times  to  have  me  fee  and  dine 
with  her,  and  (he  is  a  litrle  body  I  love  very  well. 
My  head  has  ached  a  little  in  the  evenings  thefe 
three  or  four  days,  but  it  is  not  of  the  giddy  fort, 
fo  I  do  not  much  value  it.  I  was  to  fee  lord  Har- 
ley  to-day,  but  lord  treafurer  took  phyfick,  and  I 
could  not  fee  him.  He  has  voided  much  gravely 
and  is  better,  but  not  well ;  he  talks  of  going  on 
"Tuefday  to  fee  the  queen  at  Hampi on- Court ;  I  wifli 
he  may  be  able.  I  never  faw  fo  fine  a  fummer 
day  as  this  was ;  how  is  it  with  you  pray  ?  and 
can't  you  remember,  naughty  packs.  I  han't 
feen  lord  Pemhr/jke  yet.  He  will  be  forry  to  mifs 
Ddly :  \  wonder  v<^u  fay  nothing  of  Ddlys  being 
got  to  Ir eland \  if  he  be  not  there  foon,  I  fhall 
have  fome  certain  odd  thoughts ;  gu^fs  them  if 
you  can, 

22.  I  dined  in  the  city  to-day  with  Dr.  Freind^ 
Tit  one  of  my  printers;  I  enquired  for  Leighy  but 
could  not  find  him  :  I  have  forgot  what  fort  of 
apron  you  v/ant.  I  muft  rout  among  your  letters, 
a  needle  in  a  bottle  of  hay.  I  gave  Sterne  direc- 
tions, but  where  to  find  him  Lord  knows.  I 
have  befpoken  the  fpecSacles  ;  got  a  fet  of  Exa- 
mmers,  and  five  pamphlets,  which  I  have  either 
written  or  contributed  to,  except  the  beft,  which 
is  the  indication  of  the  duke  <y^Marlborough  ;  and 
is  cniirely  of  the  author  of  the  Atalantis.  1  have 
fettled  Dingleys  afi^air  with  Tooke^  who  has  under- 
'  zi\  it,  and  underftands  it.  I  have  befpoken  a 
j.,^ijccllany :  what  would  you  have  me  do  more  ? 
It  ccit  me  a  fhiliintr  coming  home;  it  rains  terri- 
bly^ and  did  lo  in  the  morning.  Lord  treafurer 
has  had  aa  ill  day',  in  much  pain.    He  writes  and 

does 
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(loes  bufinefs  in  his  chamber  now  he  is  ill :  the 
man  is  bewitched  ;  he  defires  to  fee  me,  and  I'll 
maul  him,  but  he  will  not  value  it  a  rufh. — I  am 
half  weary  of  them  all.  1  often  burU:  out  into 
thefe  thoughts,  and  will  certainly  fteal  av/ay  as 
fjon  as  I  decently  can.  I  hav:  mr.ny  friends, 
and  miny  enemies  ;  and  the  lafl  are  more  conilant 
in  their  nature.  I  have  no  fhpddering  at  all  to 
think  of  retiring  to  my  old  circumdance;;,  if  ou 
can  be  eafy  ;  but  I  will  always  live  in  Ireland 
I  did  the  laft  time  ;  I  will  not  hunt  for  dinners 
there  ;  nor  converf^  with  more  than  a  very  few. 

23.  Morning.  This  goes  to-day,  and  (hall  be 
fealed  by  and  bye.  Lord  treafurcr  takes  phylick 
aoain  to-dav ;  I  believe  I  fliall  dine  v/ith  lord 
Duppli?t,  Mr.  Tcoke  brought  me  a  letter  directed 
for  me  at  Morpheivs  the  bookfeller.  I  fuppoPs, 
by  the  poftage,  it  came  from  Ireland\  it  is  a  wo- 
man's  hand,  and  feems  falfe  fpelt  on  purpofe;  it 
is  in  fuch  fort  of  verfe  as  Harrises  petition;  ral- 
lies me  for  writing  merry  things,  and  not  upon 
divinity  ;  and  is  like  the  fubjedL  of  the  archbifhop's 
lad  letter,  as  I  told  you.  Can  you  guefs  whom 
it  came  from  ?  it  is  not  ill  written  ;  pray  find  it 
out;  there  is  2i  Latin  verfe  at  the  end  of  it  all 
rightly  fpelt ;  yet  the  Engli/h^  zs  I  think,  affectedly 
wrong  in  many  places. — My  p^aguing  time  is 
coming.  A  young  fellow  brought  me  a  letter 
from  judge  Coote^  with  recommendation  to  be  lieu- 
tenant of  a  man  of  v/ar.  He  is  the  fon  of  one 
Ecklin^  who  was  minifter  of  Belfaft  before  Tifdall^ 
and  I  have  got  fome  other  new  cuftomers ;  but 
I  fliall  trouble  my  friends  as  little  as  poflible. 
Saucy  Stella  ufed  to  jeer  me  for  meddling  with 
other  folks  affairs;  but  now  I  am  puniflied  for  it. 
— Patrick  has  brought  the  candle,  and  1  have  no 
more  room.    Farewel,  l^c.  i^c. 

F  4  Here 
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Here  is  a  full  and  true  account  of  Stella^s  new 

fpelling. 

Plaguely,       —       —  Plaguily*. 

Dineing,        —       —  Dining. 

Straingers,     —       —  Strangers. 

Chais,  —       —    Chafe  f. 

Waift,  ~       —  Waft. 

Houer,  —       —  Hour. 

Immagin,  ' —       —  Imagine. 

A  bout,         —       —  About. 

Intellegence,  —       —  Intelligence. 

Aboundance,  —       —  Abundance. 

Merrit,  —       —  Merit. 

Secreet,  — •  - —  Secret. 

Phamphlets,    —       —  Pamphlets. 

Buffinefs,  —  —  Bufinefs. 
Tell  me  truly,  firrah,  how  many  of  thefe  are  mif- 
takes  of  the  pen,  and  how  many  are  you  to  an- 
fwer  for  as  real  ill  fpelling  ?  There  are  but  fourteen  ; 
1  faid  twenty  by  guefs.  You  muft  not  be  angry, 
for  I  will  have  you  fpell  right,  let  the  world  go 
how  it  will.  Though  after  all,  there  is  but  a 
miftake  of  one  letter  in  any  of  thefe  words.  I  al- 
low you  henceforth  but  fix  falfe  fpellings  in  every 
letter  you  fend  me. 

*  This  column  of  words,  as  they  are  corredled,-  is  in 
Stellas  hand. 

f  Yet  here  is  one  word  ftill  falfe  fpelt. 
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LETTER  XXXIII. 

London,  Oft.  23,  1711. 

I  DINED  with  lord  DuppUn^  as  I  told  you  1 
would,  and  put  my  thirty-fecond  into  the  poft-of- 
fice  my  own  felf ;  and  I  believe  there  has  not  been 
one  moment  fince  we  parted,  wherein  a  ktter  was 
not  upon  the  road  going  or  coming  to  or  from 
PMD  If  the  queen  knew  it,  {he  would  give  us 
a  penfion ;  for  it  is  we  bring  good  luck  to  their  poft- 
boys  and  their  pacquets  :  elfe  they  would  break 
their  necks  and  link.  But,  an  old  faying  and  a 
true  one;  Be  it  fnow  or  ftorm  or  hail,  PMD^s 
letters  never  fail :  Crofs  winds  may  fometimes 
make  them  tarry;  But  PMD's  letters  can't  mif- 
carry. — Terrible  rain  to-day,  but  it  cleared  up 
at  night  enough  to  fave  my  twelve-pence  com- 
ing home.  Lord  treafurer  is  much  better  this 
evening.  I  hate  to  have  him  ill,  he  is  fo  con- 
foundedly carelefs.  I  won't  anfwer  your  letter  yet, 
fo  be  fatisfied. 

24.  I  called  at  lord  treafurer's  to-day  at  noon.; 
he  was  eating  fome  broth  in  his  bed-chamber,  un^ 
drefled,  with  a  thoufand  papers  about  him^  He 
has  a  little  fever  upon  him,  and  his  eye  terribly 
blood-ftiot;  yet  he  drefled  himfelf,  and  went  out 
to  the  treafury.  He  told  me,  he  had  a  letter 
from  a  lady  with  a  complaint  againft  me,  it  was 
from  Mrs.  Cutis ^  a  fiftisr  of  lord  Cutis ^  who  writ 
to  him,  that  I  had  abufed  her  brother  :  you  re- 
member the  Salamander ;  it  is  printed  in  the  Mif- 
cellany.  I  told  my  lord,  that  I  would  never  re- 
gard complaints,  and  that  I  expedled  whenever 
he  received  any  againft  me,  he  would  immediately 

♦  That  is,  Prejio  and  MZ>. 
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put  them  into  the  fire,  and  forget  thenm,  elfe  I 
iliou'id  have  no  quiet. — I  had  a  little  turn  in  my 
head  this  morning;  which,  though  ic  did  not  lalt 
above  a  moment,  yet  being  of  the  true  fort,  has 
made  me  as  weak  as  a  dog  ail  this  day.  'Tis  the 
firft  I  have  had  this  half  year,  I  {h  u\  take  my 
pills  if  I  hear  of  it  again,  1  dined  at  lady  Mount- 
joy^s  with  Harry  Coote^  and  went  to  fee  lord  .Pe?7i^ 
h'oke  upon  his  coming  to  town. — The  fVhig  party 
are  furious  again  ft  a  Peace,  and  every  dy  fome 
ballad  comes  out  refleding  on  the  miniftry  on  that 
account.  The  fecretary  5/.  "John  has  feized  on  a 
dozen  bookfellers  and  publiihers^  into  his  mef- 
fengers  hands.  Some  of  the  foreign  minifters  have 
publiflied  the  Preliminaries  agreed  on  here  between 
France  ^nA  England and  people  rail  at  them  as 
infufficient  to  treat  a  Peace, upon;  but  the  fecret 
is,  that  the  French  have  agreed  to  articles  much 
more  important,  which  our  minifters  have  not 
communicated,  and  the  people,  who  think  they 
know  all,  are  difcontented  that  there  is  no  more. 
This  was  an  inconvenience  I  foretold  to  the  fe- 
cretary ;  but  we  could  contrive  no  way  to  fence 
agairift  it. — So  there's  politicks  for  you, 

25.  The  queen  is  at  Hampton  Court.-,  fhe 
went  on  Tuefday  in  that  terrible  rain.  I  dined 
with  Lewis  at  his  lodgings,  to  difpatch  fome  bu-^ 
finefs  we  had.  1  fent  this  morning  and  evening  to 
lord  treafurt**,  and  he  is  much  worfe  by  going  out ; 
I  am  in  pain  about  evenmg.  He  has  fent  for  Dr. 
Radcliffe  -y  pray  God  preferve  him.  The  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer  {hewed  me  to-day  a  ballad 
in  manufcript  againft  lord  treafurer  and  his 
South'Sea  project;  it  is  very  fharply  written: 
if  it  be  not  printed,  I  will  fend  it  you.  If  it 
be,  it  ftiall  go  in  your  pacquet  of  pamphlets. 
~I  found  out  your  letter  about  directions  for  the 
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apron,  and  have  ordered  to  be  bought  a  cheap,  green 
filk  work  apron  ;  I  have  it  by  heart ;  I  fat  this  even- 
ing whh  Mrs.  Barton^  who  is  my  near  neighbour. 
It  Vv^as  a  delicious  day,  and  I  got  my  w^alk,  and 
was  thinking  whether  MD  was  walking  too  juft 
at  that  time  that  Pr^/?^  was.-— This  p  iper  does  not 
coft  me  a  farthing,  1  have  it  from  the  fecretary's  of- 
fice. I  long  till  to  morrow  to  knov/  how  my  lord 
treafurer  fleeps  this  night,  and  to  hear  he  mends  : 
I  we  are  all  undone  v/ithout  him  ;  fo  pray  for  him, 
firrahs,  and  don't  fiav  too  late  at  the  dean's. 

26.  I  dined  with  Mrs.  J^'?;^ ;  for  the  weather  is 
fo  bad,  and  I  ^m  fo  bufy,  that  I  can't  dine 
with  great  folks;  and  beiidcs  I  dare  eat  but  little,  • 
to  keep  my  head  in  order,  which  is  better.  Lord 
treafurer  is  very  ill,  but  I  hope  in  no  danger. 
We  have  no  quiet  with  the  iVhlgs^  they  are  fo 
violent  againft  a  Peace ;  but  I'll  cool  them  with 

a  vengeance,  very  foon.  I  have  not  heard  from 
the  biihop  of  Clcgker^  Vv^hethef  he  has  got'  his  fra- 
tues.  I  writ  to  him  fix  weeks  ago;  he's  fo  bu- 
fy with  his  parliament.  I  won't  anfwer  your  let- 
ter yet,  fay  what  you  will,  fancy  girls. 

27.  I  for^t  to  go  about  fome  bufinefs  this  morn- 
ing, which  coft  me  double  the  time;  and  I  wa«; 
forced  to  be  at  the  fecretary's  office  till  four,  and 
lofe  my  dinner;  fo  1  v/ent  to  Mrs.  Varis^  and 
made  them  get  me  three  herrings,  which  I  am  very- 
fond  of,  and  they  are  light  vittals :  befides,  I  was 
to  have  fupped  at  lady  JJhburnhmn's  \  but  the 
drab  did  not  call  for  us  in  her  coach,  as  fhe  pro- 
mlfed,  but  lent  for  us,  and  fo  I  fent  my  excufes. 
It  has  been  a  terrlbl-  rainy  day,  but  fo  flattering 
in  the  morning,  that  I  would  needs  go  out  in 
my  new  hat.  1  met  Leigh  and  Sterne  as  I  was 
going  into  the  Park.  Lngh  fays  he  will  go  to 
Ireland  \a  ten  day^,  if  h;  c^n  get  Sterne  to  go  with 
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him ;  To  I  will  fend  hiii\  the  things  for  MD^  and 
1  have  defircd  him  to  enquire  about  the  box.  I 
hate  that  Sterne  for  his  careleflhefs  abouc  it ;  but 
it  was  my  fault. 

29.  I  was  all  this  terrible  rainy  day  with  my 
friend  Lewis  upon  bufinefs  of  importance ;  and  I 
dined  with  him,  and  came  home  about  feven,  and 
thought  I  would  amufe  myfelf  a  little  after  the 
pains  I  had  taken.  I  faw  a  volume  of  Congreve's 
Plays  in  my  room,  that  Patrick  had  taken  to  read; 
and  I  looked  into  it,  and  in  mere  loitering  read 
in  it  till  twelve,  like  an  owl  and  a  fool :  if  ever 
I  do  fa  again  ;  never  faw  the  like.  Count  Gal- 
las^  the  emperor's  envoy,  you  will  hear  is  in  dif- 
grace  with  us  :  the  queen  has  ordered  her  minifters 
to  have  no  more  commerce  with  him  ;  the  reafon 
is  the  fool  writ*  a  rude  letter  to  lord  Dartmouth^ 
fecrctary  of  ftate,  complaining  of  our  proceedings 
about  a  Peace;  and  he  is  always  in  clofe  confidence 
with  lord  Wharton^  and  Sunderland^  and  others 
of  the  late  miniftry.  I  believe  you  begin  to 
think  there  will  be  no  Peace ;  the  fVhigs  here 
are  fure  it  cannot  be,  and  flocks  are  fallen  again. 
But  I  am  confident  there  will,  unlefs  France  plays 
us  tricks;  arjd  you  may  venture  a^wager  with 
any  of  your ,  Whig  acquaintance  that  we  ftiall 
not  have  another  campaign.  You  will  get  more 
by  it  than  by  ombre,  firrah. — I  let  flip  telling 
you  yefterday's  journal,  which  I  thought  to  have 
done  this  morning,  but  blundered.  I  dined  yef- 
terday  at  Harry  Cooie's  with  lord  Hatton^  Mr, 
Finch ^  a  fon  of  lord  Nottingham^  and  Sir  Andrew 
Fountain.  I  left  them  foon  ;  but  hear  they  ftaid 
till  two  in  the  morning,  and  were  all  drunk;  and 
fo  good  night  for  laft  night,  and  good  night  for 
to-ftight.     You  blundering  goofecap,  an't  you 

afliamed 


{   77  ) 

afliamed  to  blunder  to  young  ladies  ?  I  fliall  have 
a  fire  in  three  or  four  days  now,  oh  ho. 

30,  I  was  to-day  in  the  city  concerting  feme 
things  with  a  printer,  and  am  to  be  to-morrow  all 
day  bufy  with  Mr.  fecretary  about  the  fame.  I 
won't  tell  you  now;  but  the  minifters  reckon  it 
will  do  abundance  of  good,  and  open  the  eyes  of 
the  nation,  who  are  half  bewitched  againft  n 
Peace.  Few  of  this  generation  can  remember  any 
thing  but  war  and  taxes,  and  they  think  it  is  as 
it  fhouid  be  :  whereas  'tis  certain  we  are  the  moft 
undone  people  in  Europe^  as  I  am  afraid  I  (hall 
make  appear  beyond  all  contradi(£ti6n.  But  I 
forgot;  I  won't  tell  you  what  I  will  do^  nor 
what  I  will  not  do :  fo  let  me  alone,  and  go  to 
Stoyte^  and  give  goody  Stoyie  and  Catherine  my 
humble  fervice ;  I  love  goody  Stoyte  better  than 
goody  Walls.  Who'll  pay  me  for  this  green  apron  ? 
I  will  have  the  money  ;  it  coft  ten  lliillings  and 
fix  pence.  I  think  it  plaguy  dear  for  a  cheap 
thing;  but  they  faid,  that  Englijh  filk  would  coc- 
kle, and  I  know  not  what.  You  have  the  making 
into  the  bargain.  'Tis  right  Italian  :  I  have  fent 
it  and  the  pamphlets  to  Leigh^  and  will  fend 
the  Mifcellanies  and  fpc£laclcs  in  a  day  or  two,  I 
would  fend  more ;  but  faith  I'm  plaguy  poor  at 
prefent. 

31.  The  DeviPs  in  this  fecretary;  when  I 
went  this  morning  he  had  people  with  him;  but 
fays  he,  We  are  to  dine  with  Prior  to-day,  and 
then  will  do  all  our  bufinefs  in  the  afternoon; 
at  two  Prior  fends  word  he  is  otherwife  engaged ; 
then  the  fecretary  and  I  go  and  dine  with  briga- 
dier Britton,  fit  till  eight,  grow  merry,  no  bufinefs 
done ;  he  is  in  hafte  to  fee  lady  Jerfey^  we  part, 
and  appoint  no  time  to  meet  again.  This  is  the. 
fault  of  all  the  prefent  minifters,  teazing  me  to  death 
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for  my  afliftance,  laying  the  whole  weight  of  their 
affairs  upon  it,  yet  flipping  opportunities.  Lord 
treafjrer  mends  every  day,  though  flowly  :  I  hope 
he  will  take  care  of  himfelr.  Pray,  will  you  fend 
to  Parvifol  to  fend  me  a  bill  of  twenty  pounds  as 
foon  as  he  can,  for  I  want  money.  I  muft  have 
money;  I  will  have  money,  firrahs. 

Nov,  I.  I  went  to-day  into  the  city  to  fettle 
fome  bufmefs  with  Stratfoi'd^  and  to  dine  with  him; 
but  he  was  engaged,  and  I  was  fo  angry  I  would 
not  dine  with  any  other  merchant,  but  went  to 
my  printer,  and  ate  a  bit,  and  did  bufmefs  of 
mifchief  with  him,  and  I  fhall  have  the  fpe6lacles 
and  Mifcellany  to-morrow,  and  leave  them  with 
Leigh.    A  fine  day  always  makes  me  go  into  the 
city,  if  I  can  fpare  time,  becaufe  it  is  exercife; 
and  that  does  me  more  good  than  any  thing.  I 
have  heard  nothing  lince  of  my  head,  but  a  little 
I  don't  know  how,  fometimes :   but  I  am  very 
temperate,  efpecially  nov/  the  treafurer  is  ill,  and 
the  minifters  often  at  Hampton-Court^  and  the  fe- 
cretary  not  yet  fixed  in  his  houfe,  and  I  hate  din- 
ing with  many  of  my  old  acquaintance.  Here 
has  been  a  fellow  difcovered  going  out  of  the  Eaji- 
India  houfe  with  fixteeti  thoufand  pounds  in  mo- 
ney and  bills ;  he  would  have  efcaped,  if  he  had 
not  been  fo  uneafy  with  thirft,  that  he  flole  out 
before  his  time,  and  was  caught.    But  what  is 
that  to  MD  ?  I  wifh  vi^e  had  the  money,  provided 
the  Eajl-Indla  company  was  never  the  worfe ; 
you  know  we  muft  not  covet,  ^c.    Our  weather, 
for  this  fortnight  paft,  is  checquered,  a  fair  and 
a  rainy  day  ;  this  was  very  fine,  and  I  have  walked 
four  miles,  wifli  MD  Vv^ould  do  fo,  Jazy  fluttikins. 

2.  It  has  rained  all  day  with  a  conthiuendo^  and  I 
went  in  a  chair  to  dine  with  Mrs.  Van\  always 
there  in  a  very  rainy  day.    But  1  made  a  fliift  to 
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come  back  afoot.  I  live  a  very  retired  life,  pay 
very  few  viiits,  and  keep  but  very  little  company ; 
I  read  no  news-papers.  I  am  forry  I  fcnt  you  the 
Examiner'^  for  the  printer  is  going  to  print  them 
in  a  fmall  volume  :  it  feems  the  author  is  too  proud 
to  have  them  printed  by  fubfcription,  though  his 
friends  offered,  they  fay,  to  make  it  worth  five  hun- 
dred pounds  to  him.  The  Spedtators  are  likewife 
printing  in  a  larger  and  fmaller  volume  :  fo  I  be-  # 
lieve  they  are  going  to  leave  them  ofF,  and  indeed 
people  grow  weary  of  them,  though  they  are  of- 
ten prettily  written.  We  have  had  no  news  ^  / 
for  me  to  fend  you  now  towards  the  end  of  my 
letter.  The  queen  has  the  gout  a  little  ;  I 
hoped  the  lord  treafurer  would  have  had  it  too  ; 
h\xt  Ra deli ffe  told  me  yefterday  it  was  the  rheu- 
matifm  in  his  knee  and  foot;  however  he  mends,^  ■ 
and  I  hope  will  be  abroad  in  a  fhort  time.  1  am 
told  they  defign  giving  away  feveral  employments 
before  the  parliament  fits,  which  vi^ill  be  the  thir- 
teenth inftant.  I  either  do  not  like,  or  not  un- 
derftand  this  policy ;  and  if  lord  treafurer  does 
not  mend  foon,  they  muft  give  them  jufl:  before 
the  feffions.  But  he  is  the  greateft  procraftinator 
in  the  world. 

3.  A  fine  day  this,  and  I  walked  a  pretty  deal  ; 
I  ftuffc  the  fecretary's  pockets  with  papers,  v/hich 
he  murt  read  and  fettle  at  Hampton- Court-,  where 
he  went  to-day,  and  ftays  fome  time.  They 
have  no  lodgings  for  me  there,  fo  I  can't  go  ;  for 
the  town  is  fmall,  chargeable  and  inconvenient. 
Lord  trtafurer  had  a  very  ill  night  laft  night,  with 
much  pain  in  his  knee  and  foot,  but  is  eafier  to- 
day.— And  fo  I  went  to  vifit  Prior  about  fome  bu-  v 
finefs,  and  fo  he  was  not  within,  and  fo  Sir  Jn- 
drew  Fountain  made  me  dine  to-day  again  with 
yii^.Variy  and  I  came  home  foon,  remembering 
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this  muft  go  to-night,  and  that  I  had  a  letter  of 
MD's  to  anfwer.    O  Lord,  wher^  is  it?  let  me 
fee;  fo,  fo,  here  it  is.    You  grudge  writing  fo 
foon.    Pox  on  that  bill ;   the  woman  would  have 
me  manage  that  money  for  her.    I  do  not  know 
what  to  do  with  it  now  I  have  it ;  I  am  like  the 
unprofitable*  fte ward  in  the  gofpel :  /  laid  it  up  in  a 
napkin ;  there  thou  haft  what  is  thine  own^  &c.  Well, 
well,  I  know  of  your  new  mayor.  (I'll  tell  you  a 
pun ;  a  fifhmonger  owed  a  man  two  crowns  ;  fo  he 
ient  him  a  piece  of  bad  ling  and  a  tench,  and 
then  faid  he  was  paid  :  how  is  that  now  ?  find  it 
out;  for  I  won't  tell  it  you  :  which  of  you  finds  it 
out?)   Well,  but  as  I  was  faying,  what  care  I  for 
your  mayor  ?  I  fancy  Ford  may  tell  Forbes  right 
about  my  returning  to  Ireland  before  Chrijlmas^ 
or  foon  after.  ^  I'm  forry  you  did  not  go  on  with 
your  ftory  about  Pray  God  you  he  John ;  I  never 
heard  it  in  my  life,  and  wonder  what  it  can  be. 
— Ah,  Stella^  faith  you  leaned  upon  your  Bible  to 
think  what  to  fay  when  you  writ  that.    Yes,  that 
ftory  of  the  fecretary's  making  me  an  example  is 
true ;      never  heard  it  before  ;"  why  how  could 
you  hear  it  ?  is  it  pofTible  to  tell  you  the  hun- 
dredth part  of  what  palTes  in  our  companies  here  ? 
The  fecretary  is  as  eafy  with  me  as  Mr.  Addifon 
was.    I  have  often  thought  what  a  fplutter  Sir 
William  Temple  makes  about  being  fecretary  of 
ftate;  I  think  Mr.  5/.  John  the  greateft  young 
man  I  ever  knew  ;  wit,  capacity,  beauty,  quick- 
nefs  of  apprehenfion,  good  learning,  and  an  ex- 
cellent tafte ;  the  beft  orator  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, admirable  converfation,  good  nature,  and 
good  manners ;  generous,  and  a  defpifer  of  mo- 
ney.   His  only  fault  is  talking  to  his  friends  in 
way  of  complaint  of  too  great  a  load  of  bufinefs, 
which  looks  a  little  like  afFedation  :  and  he  en- 
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deavours  too  much  to  mix  the  fine  gentleman, 
and  man  of  pleafure,  with  the  man  of  bufinefs. 
What  truth  and  fincerity  he  may  have  I  know 
not ;  he  is  now  but  thirty-two,  and  has  been  fe- 
cretary  above  a  year.  Is  not  all  this  extraordi- 
nary ?  How  he  ftands  with  the  queen  and  lord 
treafurer  I  have  told  you  before.  This  is  his 
charadler;  and  I  believe  you  will  be  diverted  by 
knowing  it.  I  writ  to  the  archbiftiop  of  Dublin^ 
bifliop  of  Cloyne^  and  of  Clogher  together,  five 
weeks  ago  from  Windfor :  I  hope  they  had  my  let- 
ters ;  pray  know  if  Clogher  had  his. — — Fig  for 
your  Phyfician  and  his  advice,  madam  Dingley,  if 
I  grow  worfe,  I  will ;  otherwife  I  will  truft  to 
temperance  and  exercife:  your  fall  of  the  leaf; 
what  care  I  when  the  leaves  fall  ?  I  am  forry  to 
fee  them  fall  with  all  my  heart ;  but  why  fliould 
I  take  phyfick  becaufe  leaves  fall  off*  from  trees  ? 
that  won't  hinder  them  from  falling.  If  a  man 
falls  from  a  horfe,  muft  I  take  phyfick  for  that? — 
This  arguing  makes  you  mad  ;  but  it  is  true  right 
reafon,  not  to  be  difproved. — I  am  glad  at  heart  to 
hear  poor  Stella  is  better ;  ufe  exercife  and  v/alk, 
fpend  pattens  and  fpare  potions,  wear  out  clogs  and 
wafie  claret.  Have  you  found  out  my  pun  of  the 
fiflimonger  ?  Don't  read  a  word  more  till  you  have 
got  it.  And  Stella  is  handfome  again,  you  f;^y  ?  and 
is  fhe  fat  ?  I  have  fent  to  Leigh  the  fet  Examiners  ; 
the  firft  thirteen  were  written  by  feveral  hands, 
fome  good,  fome  bad  ;  the  next  three  and  thirty 
were  all  by  one  hand,  that  makes  forty-fix :  * 

then 

*  Here  the  dodor's  memory  filled  hi  in  a  little :  he 
lliould  havefaid,  The  firll  twelve  were  written  by  feveral 
hands  (for  Simff%  Examiners  commenced  with  No.  13), 
and  the  next  thirty- two  were  by  one  hand,  in  all  forty- 
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then  that  author,  whoever  he  was,  laid  it  down  on 
purpofe  to  confound  gueffers ;  and  the  laft  fix 
were  written  by  a  woman.  Then  ^here  is  an 
account  of  Gmjcard  by  the  fame  woman,  but  the 
fafts  fent  by  Prejio,  Then  AnAnfwer  to  the  Letter  to^ 
the  lords  about  Greg  by  Prejio -y  Prior^s  journey  by 
Prejio ;  Vindication  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough  en- 
tirely by  the  fame  woman ;  Comment  on  Hare's 
fermon  by  the  fame  woman,  only  hints  fent  to 
the  printer  from  Prejio  to  give  her.  Then  there's 
the  Mi/cellany J  an  apron  for  Stella,  a  pound  of  cho- 
colate without  fugar  for  Stella^  a  fine  fnufF-rafp 
of  ivory,  given  me  by  Mrs.  St,  'John  for  Dinghy^ 
and  a  large  roll  of  tobacco,  which  fhe  muft  hide 
or  cut  fhorter  out  of  modefty,  and  four  pair  of 
fpeftacles  for  the  Lord  knows  who.  There's 
the  cargo,  I  hope  it  will  come  fafe.  Oh,  Mrs. 
Ma[ham  and  I  are  very  well  j  we  write  to  one  ano- 
ther, but  it  is  upon  bufmefs  \  I  believe  I  told  you 
fo  before:  pray  pardon  my  forgetfulnefs  in  thefe 
cafes  i  poor  Prejio  can't  help  it.    MD  fhall  have 

four.    Vid.  his  letter  to  Stella^  dated  June  7,  171 1.  If 
the  reader  has  any  doubt  of  this  matter  ftill  remaining, 
let  him  confult  the  two  laft  paragraphs  of  the  forty-fourth 
Exami7iery  and  for  curiofity,  if  he  pleafes,  read  the  firft 
^paragraph  of  the  forty- fifth  Number,  where  he  will  find 
the  Examiner  intends  to  proceed  on  a  plan  quite  differen-t 
from  iSovz/z's  courfe  of  politicks.    However,  in  fix  or 
eight  weeks  after  SiA;ift  became  filent,  the  Examiner  was 
laid  down,  although  revived  again  the  December  ^oWoW" 
ing,  and  continued  to  be  a  lively  and  fpirited  paper  for 
two  or  three  months,  the  writers  of  it  being  fupplied 
with  hints  from  Mr.  fecretary  St.  John  and  Dr.  Swft, 
But  the  miruftry  having  then  obtained  their  ends  in  par- 
liament, and  the  Peace  being  in  great  forwardnefs,  they 
fuffered  the  Examiner  to  fink  again  into  obfcurity  and 
dulnefs. 
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the  money  as  foon  as  Tooke  gets  it.  And  fo  I 
think  I  have  anfwered  all,  and  the  paper  is  out, 
and  now  I  have  fetcht  up  my  week,  and  will  fend 
you  another  this  day  fortnight. — Why,  you  rogues, 
two  crowns  make  tench-ilUling :  you  are  fo  dull 
you  could  never  have  found  it  out.  Farewel,  i^c^ 

LETTER  XXXIV. 

London,  Novembei:  3,  171 1» 

M  Y  thirty-third  lies  now  before  me  juft  finifii* 
ed,  and  I  am  going  to  feal  and  fend  it,  fo  let 
me  know  whether  you  would  have  me  add  any 
thing  :  I  gave  you  my  journal  of  this  day  ;  and 
it  is  now  nine  at  night,  and  I  am  going  to  be  bufy 
for  an  hour  or  two. 

4.  I  left  a  friend^s  houfe  to-day  where  I  was 
invited,  juft  when  dinner  was  fetting  on,  and 
pretended  I  was  engaged,  becaufe  I  faw  fome  fel- 
lows I  did  not  know,  and  went  to  Sir  Matthew 
Dudley     where  I  had  the  fame  inconvenience, 
but  he  would  not  let  me  go ;  otherwife  I  would 
have  gone  home,  and  fent  for  a  flice  of  mutton 
and  a  pot  of  ale,  rather  than  dine  with  perfons 
unknown,  as  bad  for  aught  I  know  as  your  deans, 
parfons,  and  curates.     Bad  flabby  weather  to- 
day.— Now  methinks  I  write  at  eafe,  when  I 
have  no  letter  of  MD's  to  anfwer.    But  I  mif- 
took,  and  have  got  the  large  paper.    The  queea 
is  laid  up  with  the  gout  at  Hamptori'-Court ;  flie 
is  now  feldom  without  it  any  long  time  together; 
I  fear  it  will  wear  her  out  in  a  very  few  yea'rs. 
I  plainly  find  I  have  lefs  twitchings  about  my  toes 
fince  thefe  minifters  are  fick  and  out  of  town, 
and  that  1  don't  dine  with  them.    I  would  com- 
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pound  for  a  light  eafy  gout  to  be  perfe£lly  well 
in  my  head. — Pray  walk  when  th€  froft  comes, 
young  ladies,  go  a  froft- biting.  It  comes  into 
my  head,  that  from  the  very  time  you  firft  went 
to  Ireland  I  have  been  always  plying  you  to 
walk  and  read.  The  young  fellows  here  have 
begun  a  kind  of  fafhion  to  walk,  and  many  of 
them  have  got  fwinging  ftrong  (hoes  on  purpofe  ; 
it  has  got  as  far  as  feveral  young  lords;  if  it 
hold,  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing.  ^Lady  Lucy 
and  I  are  fallen  out :  (he  rails  at  me,  and  I  have 
left  vifiting  her. 

5.  MD  was  very  troublefome  to  me  laft  night 
in  my  fleep;  I  was  adreamed,  methought,  that 
Stella  was  here:  I  afked  her  after  Dinghy^  and 
flxe  fald,  (he  had  left  her  in  Ireland^  becaufe 
{he  defigned  her  ftay  to  be  fliort,  and  fuch  ftulF.— 
Monfieur  Pontchartrdin^  the  fecretary  of  ftate  in 
Fra72ce^  and  Monfieur  Fontenelle^  the  fecretary  of 
the  Royal  Academy  there,  ( who  writ  the  Dialogues 
des  moris^  he.)  have  lent  letters  to  lord  Pembroke^ 
that  the  Academy  have,  with  the  king's  confent, 
chofen  him  one  of  their  members,  in  the  room  of 
one  who  is  lately  dead.  But  the  cautious  gentle- 
man has  given  me  the  letters  to  (hew  my  lord 
Dartmouth  and  Mr.  St,  yohn^  our  two  fecretaries, 
and  let  them  fee  there  is  no  treafon  in  them ; 
which  1  will  do  On  Wednefday^  when  they  come 
from  Hampton-Court »  The  letters  are  very  hand- 
fome,  and  it  is  a  great  mark  of  honour  and  dif- 
tin£tion  to  lord  Pembroke!  I  hear  the  two  French 
minifters  are  come  over  again  about  the  Peace; 
but  ]  have  feen  nobody  of  confequence  to  know 
the  truth.  I  dined  to-day  with  a  lady  of  my  ac- 
quaintance who  was  fick,  in  her  bed-chamber, 
upon  three  herrings  and  a  chicken;  the  dinner 
was  my  befpeaking*    We  begin  now  to  have 
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chefnuts  and  Seville  oranges ;  have  you  the  latter 
yet?  ^Twas  a  terrible  windy  day,  and  we  had  pro- 
ceflions  in  carts  of  the  Pope  and  the  Devil^  and  the 
butchers  rang  their  cleavers;  you  know  this  is  the 
fifth  of  November^  popery  and  gun-powder. 

6.  Since  I  am  ufed  to  this  way  of  writing,  I 
fancy  I  could  hardly  mdke  out  a  long  letter  to  MD 
without  it.  I  think  I  ought  to  allow  for  every 
line  taken  up  by  telling  you  where  I  dined  j  but 
that  will  not  be  above  feven  lines  in  all,  half  a 
line  to  a  dinner.  Your  Ingoldjby  is  going  over, 
and  they  fliy  here,  he  is  to  be  made  a  lord. — Here 
was  I  Itaying  in  my  room  till  two  this  afternoon 
for  that  puppy  Sir  Andrew  Fountain^  who  was 

go  with  me  into  the  city,  and  never  came;  and 
if  I  had  not  fiiot  a  dinner  flying,  with  one  Mr. 
Murray^  I  might  have  fafted  or  gone  to  an  ale- 
houfe.  You  never  faid  one  word  of  goody  Stoyte  in 
your  letter ;  but  I  fuppofe  thefe  Winter  nights  we 
ihall  hear  more  of  her. — Does  the  Pr^z;^  laugh  as 
much  as  he  ufed  to  do  ?  we  reckon  him  here  a 
good-for-nothing  fellow. — I  defign  to  write  to 
your  dean  one  of  thefe  days,  but  I  can  never  find 
time,  nor  what  to  fay.  I  will  think  of  fomething : 
but  if  DD  *  were  not  in  Ireland^  I  believe  ferioufly 
I  fhould  not  think  of  the  place  twice  a  year.  No- 
thing there  ever  makes  the  fubjeft  of  talk  in  any 
company  where  I  am. 

7.  I  went  to-day  to  the  city  on  bufmefs ;  but 
fiopt  at  a  printer's  and  ftaid  there;  it  was  a 
moft  delicious  day.  I  hear  the  parliament  is  to 
be  prorogued  for  a  fortnight  longer;  I  fuppofe,  ei- 
ther becaufe  the  queen  has  the  gout,  or  that  lord 
treafurer  is  not  well,  or  that  they  would  do  fome- 

*  Thefe  two  initial  letters  include  both  Stella  and 
Din^ley, 

G  3  thing 
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thing  more  towards  a  Peace.    I  called  at  lord  trea- 
furcr's  at  noon,  and  fat  a  while  with  lord  Harley^ 
but  his  father  was  afleep.    A  bookfeller  has  re- 
printed or  new- titled  A  Sermon  of  Tom  Swift's 
printed  laft  year,  and  publifhes  an  advertifement 
calling  it  Dr.  Swiff s  Sermon.    Some  friend  of 
lord  Galway  has,  by  his  diredlions,  publiflied  a 
four-fliilling  book  about  his  conduft  in  Spain to 
defend  him;  I  have  but  juft  feen  it.    But  what 
care  you  for  books,  except  Pre/io's  Mifcellanies  ? 
Leigh  promifed  to  call  and  fee  me,  but  has  not 
yet ;  I  hope  he  will  take  care  of  his  cargo,  and 
get  your  Chejler  box.    A  murrain  take  that  box  ; 
every  thing  is  fpoiled  that  is  in  it.    Kow  does  the 
ftrong  box  do  ?   You  fay  nothing  of  Raymond: 
is  his  wife  brought  to  bed  again ;  or  how  ?  has 
he  finiftied  hit  houfe^  paid  his  debts  \  and  put  out 
the  reft  of  the  money  to  ufe  ?  I  am  glad  to  hear 
poor  foe  is  like  to  get  his  two  hundred  pounds. 
I  fuppofe  Trim  is  now  reduced  to  flavery  again. 
I  am  glad  of  it ;   the  people  were  as  great  rafcals 
as  the  gentlemen.    But  I  muft  go  to  bed,  firrahs; 
the  fecretary  is  ftill  at  Hainpton-Court  with  my 
papers,  or  is  come  only  to  night.    They  plague 
me  with  attending  them. 

8.  I  was  with  the  fecretary  this  morning,  and 
we  dined  with  Prior^  and  did  bufmefs  this  after- 
noon till  about  eight,  and  I  muft  alter  and  undo, 
and  a  clutter:  I  am  glad  the  parliament  is  pro- 
rogued. I  ftald  with  Prior  till  eleven  ;  the  fecre- 
tary left  us  at  eight.  Prior^  I  believe,  will  be 
one  of  thofe  employed  to  make  the  Peace,  when 
a  Congrefs  is  opened.  Lord  Afi)hurnham  told  to-day 
at  the  Cojfee-houje^  that  lord  Harley  was  yefterday 
morning  married  to  the  duke  of  Newcajile^  daugh- 
ter, the  great  heirefs,  and  it  got  about  all  the 
town.    But  I  faw  lord  Harley  yefterday  at  noon 
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in  his  night-gown,  and  he  dined  in  the  city  with 
Prior  and  others ;  fo  it  is  not  true :  but  I  hope 
it  will  be  fo;  for  I  know,  it  has  been  privately 
managing  this  long  time  :  the  lady  will  not  have 
half  her  father's  eftate;  for  the  duke  left  lord 
P^lhatris  fon  his  heir  ;  the  widow  duchefs  will 
not  ftand  to  the  will,  and  flie  is  now  at  law 
with  Pelhajn.  Hov/ever,  at  worft,  the  girl  will 
have  about  ten  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  to  fupport 
the  honour :  for  lord  treafurer  will  never  fave  a 
groat  for  himfelf.  Lord  Harley  is  a  very  valuable 
young  gentleman  ;  and  they  fay  the  girl  is  hand- 
fome,  and  has  good  fenfe,  but  red  hair. 

9.  I  defigned  a  jaunt  into  the  city  to-day  ta 
be  merry,  but  was  difappointed  ;  fo  one  always  is 
in  this  life ;  and  1  could  not  fee  lord  Dartmouth 
to-day,  with  whom  I  had  fome  bufmefs.  Bufinefs 
and  pleafuVe  both  difappointed.    You  can  go  to 
your  dean,  and  for  want  of  him,  goody  Stoyte^  or 
IValls^  or  Manhy^  and  meet  every  where  with 
cards  and  claret.    I  dined  privately  with  a  friend 
on  a  herring  and  chicken,  and  half  a  flalk  of 
bad  Florence,    I  begin  to  have  fires  now,  when 
the  mornings  are  cold;  I  have  got  fome  loofe  bricks 
at  the  back  of  my  grate  for  good  hufbandry.  Fine 
weather.    Patrick  tells  me,  my  caps  are  wearing 
out ;  I  know  not  how  to  get  others.    I  want  a 
neceffary  woman  ftrangely ;  I  am  as  helplefs  as  an 
elephant.— I  had  three  pacquets  from  the  archbifliop 
of  Dublin^  coft  me  four  (hillings,  all  about  Hig^ 
gins^  printed  ftufF,  and  two  long  letters.  His  people 
forget  to  enclofe  them  to  Lewis-,  and  they  were 
only  direfted  to  Do6lor  Szviftj  without  naming 
London  or  anything  elfe :   I  wonder  how  they 
reached  me,  unlefs  the  poft-mafter  dire£led  them. 
I  have  read  all  the  trafh,  and  am  weary. 

G  4  10.  Why  ; 
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10.  Why  ;  if  you  muft  have  it  out,  fomething  is 
to  be  publiftied  of  great  moment,  and  three  or  four 
great  people  are  to  fee  there  are  no  miftakes  in 
point  of  fa£l :  and  'tis  fo  troublefome  to  fend  it 
among  them,  and  get  their  corrections,  that  I  am 
weary  as  a  dog,  1  dined  to-day  with  the  printer, 
and  was  there  all  the  afternoon;  and  it  plagues 
me,  and  there's  an  end,  and  what  would  you 
have  ?  Lady  Dupplin^  lord  treafurer's  daughter, 
is  brought  to  bed  of  a  fon.  Lord  treafurer  has  had 
an  ugly  return  of  his  gravel.  'Tis  good  for  us  to 
live  in  gravel-pits,  but  not  for  gravel -pits  to 
live  in  us :  a  man  in  this  cafe  fliould  leave  no 
fione  unturned.  Lord  treafurer's  ficknefs,  the 
queen's  gout,  the  forwarding  the  Peace,  occafion 
putting  ofF  the  parliament  a  fortnight  longer.  My 
head  has  no  ill  returns.  I  had  good  walking  to- 
day in  the  city,  and  take  all  opportunities  of  it 
on  purpofc  for  my  health;  but  I  can't  walk  in  the 
Park^  bccaufe  that  is  only  for  walking  fake,  and 
lofes  time,  fo  I  mix  it  wMth  bufinefs  :  I  wifh  MD 
walked  half  as  much  as  PreJIo.  If  I  was  with 
you,  I'd  make  you  walk;  I  would  walk  be- 
hind or  before  you,  and  you  fhould  have  mafks 
on,  and  be  tuckc  up  like  any  thing,  and  Stella  is 
Daturally  a  flout  walker,  and  carries  herfelf  firm, 
methinks  1  fee  her  ftrut,  and  ftep  clever  over  a 
kennel  ;  and  Dinghy  would  do  well  enough,  if  her 
petticoats  were  pinned  up;  but  (he  is  fo  em- 
broiled, and  fo  fearful,  and  then  Stella  fcolds,  and 
Dinghy  fl-ijmblcs,  and  is  fo  daggled.  Have  you 
got  the  whale-bone  petticoats  amongft  you  yet  ? 
1  hate  them  ;  a  w^oman  here  may  hide  a  moderate 
gallant  under  them.  Pfliaw,  what's  all  this  I'm 
faying  ?  methinks  I  am  talking  to  MD  face  to 
face. 

II.  Did 
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11.  Did  I  tell  you  that  old  Frowde^  the  old 
fool,  is  felling  his  eftate  at  Pepperhara^  and  is  (kullc- 
ing  about  the  town  no  body  knows  where  ?  and 
who  do  you  think  manages  all  this  for  him,  but 
that  rogue  Child^  the  double  fqiiire  of  Farnham  ?  I 
have  put  Mrs.  Majham^  the  queen's  favourite,  upon 
buying  it;  but  that  is  yet  a  great  fecret ;  and  I' 
have  employed  lady  Oglethorp  to  enquire  about  it, 
I  was  with  lady  Oglethorp  to-day,  who  is  come  to 
town  for  a  week  or  two,  and  to-morrow  I  will 
fee  to  hunt  out  the  old  fool ;  he  is  utterly  ruined, 
and  at  this  prefent  in  fomc  blind  alley  with  fome 
dirty  wench.  He  has  two  fons  that  muft  ftarve,  and 
he  never  gives  them  a  farthing.  If  Mrs.  Majham 
buys  the  land,  I  will  defire  her  to  get  the  queen 
to  give  fome  penfion  to  the  old  fool,  to  keep  him 
from  abfolutely  ftarving.  What  do  you  meddle 
with  other  peoples  affairs  for  ?   fays  Stella. 

but  Mr.  MaJJ)am  and  his  wife  are  very  urgent  with 
me,  fince  I  firft  put  them  in  the  head  of  it.  I 
dined  with  Sir  Matthew  Dudley^  who,  I  doubt, 
will  foon  lofe  his  employment. 

1 2.  Morning.  lam  going  to  hunt  out  old  Frm'<ir, 
and  to  do  fome  bufinefs  in  the  city.  I  have  not 
yet  called  to  Patrick  to  know  whether  it  be  fair. 
It  has  been  paft  dropping  thefe  two  days.  Rainy 
weather  hurts  my  pate  and  my  purfe.  He  tells 
me  'tis  very  windy,  and  begins  to  look  dark ;  woe 
be  to  my  fliillings  :  an  old  (aying  and  a  true  ;  Few 
fillings,  many  fliillings.  If  the  day  be  dark,  my 
purfe  will  be  light.  To  my  enemies  be  this  curfe; 
A  dark  day  and  a  light  purfe.  'And  fo  I'll  rife, 
and  go  to  my  fire,  for  Patrick  tells  me  I  have  a 
fire  ;  yet  it  is  not  ihaving  day,  nor  is  the  weather 
cold  ;  this  is  too  extravagant.  What  is  become 
of  D'llly?  I  fuppofe  you  have  him  with  ycu. 
Stella  is  jufl  now  fiiev/ing  a  white  leg,  and  putting 
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It  into  the  flipper. — Prefent  my  fervice  to  her,  and  1 
tell  her  I  am  eno-aeed  to  the  dean  ;  anddefire  fhe 
will  come  too:  or,  D'rngley^  can't  you  write  a 
note?  This  is  Stella^s  morning  dialogue,  no,  morn- 
ing fpecch  I  mean. — Moriov/,  Tirrahs,  and  let 
me  rife  as  well  as  you;  but  I  promife  you  Walls 
can't  dine  with  t'ne  dean  to-day,  for  fhe  is  to  be 
at  Mrs.  Probys  juft  after  dinner,  and  to  go  with 
Gracy  Spencer  to  the  {hops  to  buy  a  yard  of  muflin, 
and  a  fiiver  lace  for  an  under  petticoat.  Morrow 
again,  firrahs. — At  nii>ht.    1  dined  with  Stratford 
in  the  ciry,  but  could  not  finifh  my  affairs  with 
him ;    but   now  I   have  refolved  to  buy  five 
hundred  pounds  South-Sea  ftock,  which  will  coft 
me  three  hundred  and  eighty  ready  money ;  and 
1  will  make  ufe  of  the  bill  of  a  hundred  pounds  you 
fent  me,  and  transfer  Mrs.  Walls  over  to  Hawk' 
fioaw ;  or,  if  fhedillikes  it,  I  will  borrow  a  hundred 
pounds  of  the  fecretary,  and  repay  her.  Three 
fhillings  coach-hire  to  day.    I  have  fpoken  to 
Frowde's  brother,  to  get  me  the  loweft  price  of  the 
eftate,  to  tell  Mrs.  Majham. 

13.  I  dined  privately  with  a  friend  to-day  in  the 
neighbourhood.  Laft  Saturday  night  I  came  home, 
and  the  drab  had  juft  waflied  my  room,  and  my 
bed-chamber  was  all  wet,  and  I  was  forced  to  go 
to  bed  in  my  own  defence,  and  no  fire :  I  was 
fick  on  Sunday^  and  now  have  got  a  fwinging  cold. 
1  fcolded  like  a  dog  at  Patrick^  although  he  was 
out  v/ith  me:  I  deteft  wafhino;  of  rooms:  can't 
they  wafli  them  in  a  miOrning,  and  make  a  fire, 
and  leave  open  the'  windovv's  ?  I  flept  not  a  wink 
laft  night  for  hawking  and  fpittingi  and  now 
every  body  has  colds.  Hcre*s  a  clutter:  I'll  go  to 
bed  and  fleep  if  I  can. 

14.  Lady  M:unijcy  fent  to  m.e  two  days  ago, 
xb  I  dined  with  her  to-day,  and  in  the  evening 

went 
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went  to  fee  lord  treafurer.  I  found  Patrick  had 
been  juft  there  with  a  how  d'ye,  and  my  lord 
had  returned  anfwer,  that  he  defired  to  (ee  me. 
^vs.  MaJ}?am  was  with  him  when  I  came;  and 
they  are  never  difturbed  :  'tis  well  {he  is  not  very 
handfome:  they  fit  alone  together,  fettling  the  na- 
tion. I  fat  with  lady  Oxford^  and  ftopt  Mrs.  Ma^ 
Jham  as  ihe  came  out,  and  told  her  what  progrefs 
I  had  made,  fffc,  and  then  went  to  lord  treafurer  : 
he  is  very  well,  only  uneafy  at  rifing  or  fitting, 
with  fome  rheumatick  pain  in  his  thigh,  and  a 
foot  weak.  He  (hewed  me  a  fmall  paper,  fent  by 
an  unknown  hand  to  one  Mr.  Cook^  who  fent  it 
to  my  lord  :  it  was  written  in  plain  large  letters, 
thus  5 

Though  G  (Ts  knife  did  not  fucceed ; 

jl  p  ri's  yet  may  do  the  Deed, 

And  a  little  below;  Burn  this  you  Dog.  My  lord 
has  frequently  fuch  letters  as  thefe :  once  he 
(hewed  me  one,  which  was  a  vifion  defcribing  a 
certain  man,  his  drefs,  his  fword,  and  his  coun- 
tenance, v/ho  w^as  to  murder  my  lord.  And  he 
told  me,  he  faw  a  fellow  in  the  chapel  at  Windfor 
with  a  drefs  very  like  it.  They  often  fend  hira 
letters  figned  Your  humble  fervant,  The  Dev'ily 
and  fuch  liufF.  I  fat  with  him  till  after  ten,  and 
have  bufinefs  to  do. 

15.  The  fecretary  came  yefterday  to  town  from 
Hampton-Court^  fo  1  went  to  him  early  this  morn- 
ing ;  but  he  went  back  lafi:  night  again:  and 
coming  home  to-night  I  found  a  letter  from  him 
to  tell  me,  that  he  was  juft  come  home  from 
Hampton  Ccurt^  and  juft  returning,  and  will  not 
be  here  till  Saturday  night.  A  pox  take  him  ;  he 
flops  ail  my  bufinefs.  I'll  beg  leave  to  come 
back  when  I  have  got  over  this  j  and  hope  to  fee  . 

MD 
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MD  in  Ireland  foon  after  Chrijlmas, — I'm  weary 
of  courts,  and  want  my  journies  to  Laracor ;  they 
did  me  more  good  than  all  the  miniftries  thefe 
twenty  years.  I  dined  to-day  in  the  city,  but  did 
no  bufmefs  as  I  defigned.  Lady  Mountjoy  tells 
me,  that  DUly  is  got  to  Ireland^  and  that  the  arch- 
biftiop  of  Dublin  was  the  caufe  of  his  returning  fo 
foon.  The  parliament  was  prorogued  two  days  ago 
for  a  fortnight,  which,  with  the  queen's  abfence, 
makes  the  town  very  dull,  and  empty.  They 
tell  me  the  duke  of  Ormond  brings  all  the  world 
away  with  him  from  Ireland.  London  has  nothing 
fb  bad  in  it  in  Winter^  as  your  knots  of  Irijh  folks  ; 
but  I  go  to  no  Coffee-houfe^  and  fo  I  feldom  fee 
them.  This  letter  ftiall  go  on  Saturday ;  and  then 
I  aHi  even  with  the  world  again.  I  have  lent  money, 
and  cannot  get  it,  and  am  forced  to  borrow  for 
myfelf. 

i6.  My  man  made  a  blunder  this  morning,  and 
let  up  a  vifiter,  when  I  had  ordered  to  fee  no  body, 
fo  I  was  forced  to  hurry  a  hang-dog  inftrument  of 
mine  into  my  bed-chamber,  and  keep  him  cooling 
his  heels  there  above  an  hour. — I  am  going  on 
fairly  in  the  common  forms  of  a  great  cold  ;  I  be- 
lieve it  will  laft  me  about  ten  days  in  all. — I  fhould 
have  told  you  that  in  thofe  two  verfes  fent  to 

lord  treafurer,  the  G  d  ftands  for  Gu'ifcard ; 

that  is  eafy  ;  but  we  differed  about  F  I 

thought  it  was  for  Frenchman  ^hQcnute  he  hates  them, 
snd  they  him  :  and  fo  it  would  be.  That  although 
Gulfcard's  knife  rnif^'d  its  defign,  the  knife  of  a 
frenchman  might  yet  do  it.  My  lord  thinks  it 
flands  for  Felton^  the  name  of  him  that  ftabbed 
the  firft  duke  of  Buckingham. — Sir  Andrew  Fountain 
and  I  dined  with  the  Vans  to  day,  and  my  cold 
made  mc  loiter  all  the  evening.  Stay,  young 
^  omen,  don't  you  begin  to  owe  me  a  letter  ?  juft 
f  a  month 
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a  month  to-day  fince  I  had  your  N.  22.  .  Til  flay 
a  week  longer,  and  then  FU  expedt  like  agog ;  till 
then  you  may  play  at  ombre,  and  fo  forth,  as  you 
pleafe.  The  Whigs  are  ftill  crying  down  our 
Peace,  but  we  will  have  it,  I  hope,  in  fpite  of 
them  :  the  emperor  comes  now  with  his  two  eggs 
a  penny,  and  promifes  wonders  to  continue  the 
war;  but  it  is  too  late;  only  I  hope  the  fear  of 
it  will  ferve  to  fpur  on  the  French  to  be  eafy  and 
fmcere.    Night,  firrahs  ;  Fll  go  early  to  bed. 

17,  Morning.    This  goes  to-night;   I  will 
put  it  myfelf  in  the  poft-office.    I  hadjuftnow 
a  long  letter  from  the  archbifliop  of  Dublin^  giving 
me  an  account  of  the  ending  your  feffions,  how  it 
ended  in  a  ftorm  ;  which  ftorm,  by  the  time  it  ar- 
rives here,  will  be  only  half  nature,  I  can't  help  it, 
1  won't  hide.  1  ofien  adviled  the  diflblution  of  that 
,  parliament,  although  I  did  not  think  the  fcoundrels 
had  fo  much  courage  ;  but  they  have  it  only  in  the 
wrong,  like  a  bully  that  will  fight  for  a  whore,  and 
run  away  in  an  army.   1  believe,  by  feveral  things 
the  archbiihop  fays,  he  is  not  very  well  either 
with  the  government  or  clergy. — See  how  luckily 
my  paper  ends  with  a  fortnight. — God  Almighty 
^blefs  and  preferve  deareft  little  MD. — I  fuppofc 
your  lord-lieutenant  is  now  fetting  out  for  Eng^ 
land.    1  wonder  the  bifhop  of  Clogher  does  not 
write  to  me ;  or  let  me  know  of  his  ftatues,  and 
.  how  he  likes  them  :  I  will  write  to  him  again^ 
as  foon  as  I  have  leifure.    Farewel,  deareft  MDy 
and  love  Prejlo^  who  loves  MD  infinitely  above 
all  earthly  things,  and  who  will. — My  fervice  to 
Mrs.  StoytBy  and  Catherine,   I'm  fitting  in  my  bed  ; 
but  will  rife  to  fcal  this.    Morrow,  dear  rogues. 
Farewel  again,  deareft  MD^  &c. 
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LETTER  XXXV. 

^  London,  Nov.  17,  171 1, 

A  P  U  T  my  laft  this  evening  in  the  poft-office. 
I  dined  with  Dr.  Cockburn.    This  being  queen 
Elizabeth's  birth-day,  we  have  the  D —  and  all 
to  do  among  us.    1  jult  heard  of  the  ftir  as  my 
letter  was  fealed  this  morning ;   and  was  fo  crofs 
I  would  not  open  it  to  tell  you.  I  have  been  vi- 
fitin^^  lady  Ogleihorp  and  lady  Worjley ;  the  latter 
is  lately  come  to  town  for  the  Winter,  and  with 
child,  and  what  care  you  ?  This  is  queen  Sliza-- 
bethh  birth- day,  ufually  kept  in  this  town  by 
'prentices,  fffr.  but  the  Whigs  defigned  a  mighty 
proceffion  by  m.idnight,  and  had  laid  out  a  thou- 
iand  pounds  to  drefs  up  the  Pope,  Devil,  Cardinals^ 
Sacheverell,  &c.  and  carry  them  with  torches  about, 
and  burn  them.    They  did  it  by  contribution. 
Garth  gave  five  guineas,  Dr.  Garth  I  mean,  if  ever 
you  heard  of  him.     But  they  were  feized  laft 
night,  by  order  from  the  fecretary :   you  will 
have  an  account  of  it,  for  they  bawl  it  about  the 
ftreets  already.    They  had  fome  very  foolifli  and 
mifchievous  defigns ;   and  it  was  thought  they 
would  have  put  the  rabble  upon  affaulting  my 
lord  treafurer's  houfe,  and  the  fecretary's ;  and 
other  violences.    The  Militia  was  raifed  to  pre- 
vent it,  and  now,  1  fuppofe,  all  will  be  quiet. 
The  figures  are  now  at  the  fecretary's  office  at 
Whiie-halL    I  defign  to  fee  them  if  I  can. 

18.  I  was  this  morning  with  Mr.  fecretary, 
who  juft  came  from  Hampton-Court,  He  was  tel- 
ling me  more  particulars  about  this  bufinefs  of 
burning  the  Pcpe.  It  coft  a  great  deal  of  mo- 
ney, and  had  it  gone  on,  would  have  coft  three 

times 
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times  as  much  !  but  the  town  is  full  of  it,  and 
half  a  dozen  Grub-Jlreet  papers  already.  The 
fecretary  and  I  dined  at  brigadier  Brittons^  but  I 
left  them  at  fix,  upon  an  appointment  with  foms 
fober  company  of  men  and  ladies,  to  drink  punch 
at  Sir  Andrew  Fountains.    We  were  not  very 
merry  j   and  I  don't  love  rack  punch,  I  love  it 
better  with  brandy ;  ar«  you  of  my  opinion  ? 
Why  then  ;  twelve-penny  weather ;  firrahs,  why 
don't  you  play  at  fliuttle-cock  ?  I  have  thought  of 
it  a  hundred  times ;   faith  Prejlo  will  come  over 
after  Chrijlmas^  and  will  play  with  Stella  before 
the  cold  weather  is  gone.    Do  you  read  the  Spec" 
iators?  I  never  do;  they  never  come  in  my  way  j 
I  go  to  no  Coffee 'houfes.    They  fay  abundance 
of  them  are  very  pretty ;   they  are  going  to  be 
printed  in  fmall  volumes ;  I'll  bring  them  over 
with  me.    I  fhall  be  out  of  my  hurry  in  a  v^eek, 
and  if  Leigh  be  not  gone  over,  I  will  fend  you  by 
him  what  I  am  now  finifiiing.    I  don't  know 
where  Leigh  is;  1  have  not  feen  him  this  good 
while,  though  he  promifed  to  call :   I  fha]!  fend 
to  him.    The  queen  comes  to  town  on  Thurfdajf 
for  good  and  all. 

19.  I  was  this  morning  at  lord  Dartmouth's 
office,  and  fent  out  for  him  from  the  committee 
of  council,  about  fome  bufmefs.    I  w^as  afking- 
him  more  concerning  this  buftle  about  the  figures 
in  wax- work  of  the  Pope  and  Devils  Sec,    He  was 
not  at  leifure,  or  he  would  have  feen  them.  I 
hear  the  owners  are  fo  impudent,  that  they  defign 
to  replevin  theni  by  law.    I  am  afiured  that  the 
figure  of  the  Devil  is  made  as  like  lord  treafurer 
as  they  could.    Why;  I  dined  with  a  friend  in 
St,  'Jameis-flreet.    Lord  treafurer,    I  am  told, 
was  abroad  to-day;  I  will  know  to-morrow  how 
he  dges  after  it.   The  duke  of  Marlborough  is 

come. 
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comcj  and  was  yefterday  at  Hampton-Court  wifh 
the  queen;  no,  it  was  t'other  day;  no  it  was 
yefterday  ;  for  to-day  I  remember  Mr.  fecretary 
was  going  to  fee  him,  when  I  was  there,  not  at 
the  duke  of  Marlborough^ but  at  the  fecretary's; 
the  duke  is  not  fo  fond  of  n^e.  What  care  I  ?  I 
won  feven  {hillings  to-night  at  picquet :  I  play 
twice  a  year  or  fo. 

20.  I  have  betn  fo  teazed  with  Whiggijh  dif- 
courfe  by  Mrs.  Barton  and  lady  Betty  Germain^ 
never  faw  the  like.  They  turn  all  this  affair  of 
the  pope-burning  into  ridicule  ;  and  indeed  they 
have  made  too  great  a  clutter  about  it,  if  they  had 
no  real  reafon  to  apprehend  fome  tumults.  I  dined 
with  lady  Betty.  I  hear  Prior  s  commiffion  is 
pafled  to  be  ambaflador  extraordinary  and  plenipo- 
tentiary for  the  Peace  ;  my  lord  privy-feal,  who  you 
know  is  bifliop  of  Brijiol^  is  the  other ;  and  lord 
Strafford^  already  ambaflador  at  the  Hague^  the 
third  :  I  am  forced  to  tell  you  ignorant  fluts  who 
is  who.  I  was  punning  (curvily  with  Sir  Andrew 
Fountain  and  lord  Pembroke  this  evening ;  do  you 
ever  pun  now  ?  Sometimes  with  the  dean,  or  TCom 
Leigh,  Prior  puns  very  well.  Od  fo,  I  muft  go  fee 
his  excellency,  ^tis  a  noble  advancement:  but  they 
could  do  no  lefs,  after  fending  him  to  France. 
Lord  Strafford  is  as  proud  as  hell,  and  how  he 
will  bear  one  of  Prior  s  mean  birth  on  an  equal 
charadler  with  him,  I  know  not.  And  fo  I  go  to 
my  bufinefs,  and  bid  you  good  night. 

21.  I  was  this  morning  bufy  with  my  printer; 
I  gave  him  the  fifth  flieet,  and  then  1  went  and 
dined  with  him  in  the  city,  to  correal  fomething, 
and  alter,  &c,  and  I  walked  home  in  the  dufk, 
and  the  rain  overtook  me:  and  I  found  a  letter 
here  from  Mr.  Lewis  y  well,  and  fo  I  opened  it; 
and  he  fays^  The  peace  is  paft  danger,  fef^-.  Wellj 
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5^nd  fo  there  was  nnother  letter  inclofcd  In  nisi 
well;  and  fo  I  looked  on  theputfide  of  this  t'other 
letter.  W ell ;  and  fo  who  do  you  think  this  t'othet 
letter  was  from?  Well;  and  fo  Til  tell  you,  it 
was  from  little  MD^  N.  23,  23,  23,  23.  I  tell' 
yoa  it  is  no  more,  I  have  told  you  fo  before  *  : 
but  I  juft  looked  again  to  fatisfy  you.  Hie,  Stella^ 
you  write  like  an  emperor,  a  great  deal. together  ; 
a  very  good  hand,  and  but  four  falfe  fpellings  iii 
all.  Shall  I  fend  them  to  you?  I  am  o-lad  you  did 
not  take  my  correction  ill.  V/ell ;  but  1  won'C 
anfwer  your  letter  now,  lirrah  fancy  boxes,  no, 
no;  not  yet;  juft  a  month  and  three  days  from 
the  laft,  which  is  juft  five  weeks :  you  fee  it  comes 
juft  when  1  begin  to  grumble, 

22.  Morning.  T-'Doke  h as  j uft  b ro u gh t  m e  Ding^ 
ley's  money.  I  will  give  you  a  note  for  it  at  the  end 
of  this  letter.  Theie  was  half  a  crov/n  for  ent{^r- 
ing  the  letter  of  attorney  :  -but  I  fwore  to  ftoj) 
that.  Hi  fpend  your  money  bravely  here.  Mor- 
,rovv,  dear  firrahs. — At  night.  I  dined  to-day  with 
Sir  Thomas  Hayuncr  \  his  wife,  the  du chefs  of  Graf^ 
ton^  dined  with  us  :  flie  wears  a  great  high  head- 
drefs,  fuch  as  was  in  faihion  fifteen  years  ^go,  and 
looks  like  mad^woman  in  it;  yet  flie  has  great 
remains  of  beauty.  I  was  this  evening  to  fee 
lord  Hurley^  and  thought  to  have  fat  with  lord  trea- 
furer ;  but  he  was  taken  up  wich  the  Dutch  envoy 
and  fuch  folks ;  and  I  would  not  ftay.  One  par- 
ticular in  life  here  diff'crent  from  what  I  have  in 
Dublin^  is,  that  Vv^henever  I  come  home  I  expecS: 
to  find  fome  letter  for  me,  and  feldom  mifs ; 
and  never  any  worth  a  farthing,  but  often  to 

*  Nothing  was  ever  more  in  Snvifth  ftyle  and  manner 
of  converfation,  th-;n  ihefe  repetitions  and  the  words  fol- 
lowing. 
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vex  me.  The  queen  does  not  come  to  town  till 
Saturday,  Prior  is  not  yet  declared ;  but  thefe 
minifters  being  at  Hampton-Court  I  know  nothing  \ 
and  if  I  write  news  from  common  hands,  it  is 
always  lies.  You  will  think  it  afFeclation  ;  but  no- 
thing has  vexed  me  more  for  fome  months  paft, 
than  people  I  never  faw,  pretending  to  be  acquaint- 
ed with  me,  and  yet  fpeak  ill  of  me  too ;  at  leaft 
fome  of  them.  An  old  crooked  Scotch  countefs, 
whom  I  never  heard  of  in  my  life,  told  the 
duchefs  of  Hamilton  t'other  day,  that  I  often  vi- 
fited  her.  People  of  worth  never  do  that :  fo  that 
a  man  only  gets  the  fcandal  of  having  fcurvy  ac- 
quaintance. Three  ladies  were  railing  againft  me; 
fome  time  ago,  and  faid  they  were  very  well  ac- 
quainted with  me;  two  of  which  I  had  never  heard 
of ;  and  the  third  had  only  feen  twice  where  I  hap- 
pened to  vifit.  A  man  who  has  once  feen  me 
in  a  Coffee  houfe  will  afk  me  how  I  do,  when  he 
fees  me  talking  at  Court  with  a  minifter  of  ftate  ; 
who  is  fure  to  alk  me,  how  I  came  acquainted 
with  that  fcoundrel.  But  come,  firrahs,  this  is 
all  ftuiF  to  you,  fo  1*11  fay  no  more  on  this  fidei 
the  paper,  but  turn  over. 

23.  My  printer  invited  Mr.  Lewis  and  me  to 
dine  at  a  tavern  to  day,  which  I  have  not  done 
five  times  fince  I  came  to  England ^  I  never  will 
call  it  Sn/^m,  pray  don*t  call  \t  Britain.  My 
week  is  not  out,  and  one  fide  of  this  paper  is  out, 
and  I  have  a  letter  to  anfwer  of  MD\  into  the 
bargain  :  muft  I  virrite  on  the  third  fide ;  faith 
that  will  give  you  an  ill  habit.  I  faw  Leigh 
laft  night :  he  gives  a  terrible  account  of  Sterne  ; 
he  reckons  he  is  feduced  by  fome  wencher ;  he 
is  over  head  and  ears  in  debt,  arid  has  pawned 
feveral  things.    Leigh  fays  he  goes  on  Monday 

iiext  for  Irelandy  but  believes  Sterne  will  not  go 
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with  him  ;  Sterne  has  kept  him  thefe  three  months. 
Leigh  has  got  the  apron  and  things,  and  promifes 
to  call  for  the  box  at  Chcjfer ;  but  I  defpair  of  it. 
Good  night,  firrahs ;  I  have  been  late  abroad. 

24.  I  have  finifhed  my  pamphlet  to-day,  which 
has  coft  me^fo  much  time  and  trouble;  it  will 
be  publiflied  in  three  or  four  days,  when  the 
parliament  begins  fitting.  I  fuppofe  the  queen  is 
come  to  town  but  know  nothino-,  havino;  been  in 
the  city  finifliing  and  correftuig  with  the  printer. 
When  I  came  home  I  found  letters  on  my  table 
as  ufua),  and  one  from  your  mother,  to  tell  me, 
that  you  defire  your  writings  and  a  picture  (hould 
be  fent  to  me,  to  be  fent  over  to  you.  I  have 
juft  anfwered  her  letter,  and  promifed  to  take  care 
of  them  if  they  be  fent  to  me.  She  is  at  Farnhom: 
it  is  too  late '  to  fend  them  by  Leigh ;  befides,  I 
will  wait  your  orders,  madam  Stella,  I  am  going 
to  finifh  a  letter  to  lord  treafurer  about  reforming: 
our  language ;  but  firft  I  muft  put  an  end  to  a 
ballad  ;  and  go  you  to  your  cards,  firrahs,  this  is 
card  feafon. 

25.  I  was  early  with  the  fecretary  to-day,  but 
he  was  gone  to  his  devotions,  and  to  receive  the 
facrament;  feveral  rakes  did  the  fame;  it  was 
not  for  piety,  but  employments ;  according  to  acl 
of  parliament.  1  dined  with  lady  Mary  Dudleys 
and  paft  my  time  fince  infipidly,  only  I  was  at 
Court  at  noon,  and  faw  fifty  acquaintance  I  had 
not  met  this  long  time :  that  is  the  advantage  df 
a  Courts  and  I  fancy  I  am  better  known  than  any 
man  that  goes  there.  Sir  "John  Walters'  quarrel 
with  me  has  entertained  the  town  ever  fince;  and 
yet  we  never  had  a  word,  only  he  railed  at  me 
behind  my  back.  The  parliament  is  again  to  be 
prorogued  for  eight  or  nine  days ;  for  the  Whigs 
are  too  ftrong  in  the  houfe  of  lords ;  other  reafons 
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are  pretended,  but  that  is  the  truth.  The  proro- 
gation is  not  yet  known,  but  will  be  to-morrow. 

26.  Mr.  Lezuis  and  I  dined  with  a  friend  of  his, 
and  unexpectedly  there  dined  with  us  an  Irijh 
knight,  one  Sir  John  St.  Leger^  who  follows  the 
law  here,  but  at  a  great  diftance :  he  was  fo  pert, 
I  was  forced  to  take  him  down  more  than  once.  I 
faw  to-day  the  Pope  and  Devil,  and  the  other 
figures  of  Cardinals,  &c.  fifteen  in  all,  which  have 
made  fuch  a  noife.  1  have  put  an  under-ftrapper 
'upon  writing  a  two- penny  pamphlet  to  give  an 
account  of  the  whole  defign.  My  large  pamphlet 
will  be  publifeed  to-morrow,  copies  are  fent  to 
the  great:  men  this  night.  Domville  is  come  home 
from  his  travels ;  I  am  vexed  at  it ;  I  have  not 
feen  him  yet^  I  defign  to  prefent  him  to  all  the 
great  men. 

27.  Domville  came  to  me  this  morning,  and  we 
dined  at  Pentack^,  and  were  all  day  together,  till 
fix  this  evening;  he  is  perfe£Hy  as  fine  a  gentle- 
man as  I  know  ;  he  fet  me  down  at  lord  treafurer's, 
with  whom  I  ftaid  about  an  hour,  till  Monfieur 
Buys,  the  Dutch  envoy,  came  to  him  about  bu- 
finefs.  My  lord  treafurer  is  pretty  well ;  but  fliiff* 
in  the  hips  with  the  remains  of  the  rheumatifm. 
I  am  to  bring  Domville  to  my  lord  Harley  in  a  day 
or  two.  It  was  the  dirtieft  rainy  day  that  ever  I 
faw.  The  pamphlet  *  is  publiflied ;  lord  treafu- 
rer had  it  by  him  on  the  table,  and  was  afking  me 
about  the  mottos  in  the  title  page ;  he  g:iye  me 
one  of  them  himfelf.  I  mufl:  fend  you  the  pam- 
phlet if  I  can. 

28.  Mrs.  Van  fent  to  me  to  dine  with  her  to-day, 
becaufe  fome  ladies  of  my  acquaintance  were  to 
be  there  ;  and  there  I  dined.    I  was  this  morning 

*  This  pamphlet  was  The  Condu^  of  the  Allies* 
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to  return  Domville  his  vifit,  and  went  to  vifit  Mrs. 
Majham^  who  wns  not  within.  I  am  turned  out 
of  my  lodging  by  my  landlady  ;  it  feems  her 
hufband  and  Ion  are  coming  home ;  but  I  have 
taken  another;  lodging  hard  by,  in  Leicejler- Fields, 
I  prefented  Mr.  Domville  to  Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr. 
Prior  this  morning.  Prior  and  I  are  called  the 
two  Sofias  in  a  IVhig  news- paper.  Softas^  can 
you  read  it?  The  pamphlet  begins  to  make  a 
noife:  I  was  afked  by  feveral  whether  I  had 
feen  it,  and  they  advifed  me  to  read  it,  for  it  was 
fomething  very  extraordinary.  I  fliall  be  fufpecSt- 
ed  :  and  it  will  have  feveral  paultry  anfwers.  It 
muft  take  its  fate,  as  Savage  f^id  of  his  fermon 
that  he  preached  at  Farnham  on  Sir  William 
Temples  death.  Domville  faw  Savage  in  Italy ^ 
and  fays  he  is  a  coxcomb,  and  half  mad  :  he  goes 
in  red,  and  with  yellow  waiftcoats,  and  was  at  ce- 
remony kneeling  to  the  pope  on  a  Palm  Sunday^ 
which  is  much  more  than  kifling  his  toe;  and  I 
believe  it  will  ruin  him  here  when  'tis  told.  I'll 
anfwer  your  letter  in  my  new  lodgings :  I  have 
hardly  room  ;  I  muft  borrow  from  the  other  fide. 

29.  New  lodgings.  My  printer  came  this 
morning  to  tell  me  he  muft  immediately  print 
a  fecond  edition,  and  lord  treafurer  made  one  or 
two  fmall  additions :  they  muft  work  day  and 
night  to  have  it  out  on  Saturday  ;  they  (bid  a  thou- 
fand  in  two  days.  Our  fociety  met  to-day,  nine 
of  us  were  prefent,  we  dined  at  our  brother  Ba^ 
thurji\\  we  made  feveral  regulations,  and  have 
chofen  three  new  members,  lord  Orrery^  Jack  Hill^ 
v/ho  is  Mrs.  Majham's  brother,  he  that  lately  mif- 
carried  in  the  expedition  to  ^uheck^  and  one  co- 
lonel Difney.  We  have  taken  a  room  in  a  houfe 
near  St,  James's  to  meet  in.  I  left  them  early  about 
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corrcfling  the  pamphlet,  if^c.  and  am  now  got 
home,  ^c. 

3c.  This  morning  I  carried  Domville  to  fee  my 
lord  Harley^  and  I  did  fome  bufinefs  with  lord  trea- 
furer,  and  have  been  all  this  afternoon  with  the 
printer,  adding  fomething  to  the  fecond  edition.  I 
dined  with  the  printer;  the  pamphlet  makes  a 
world  of  noife,  and  will  do  a  great  deal  of  good: 
it  tells  abundance  of  moft  important  fails  which 
were  not  at  all  known.  I'll  answer  your  letter 
to-morrow  morning;  or  fuppofe  I  anfwer  it juft 
now,  though  it  is  pretty  late.  Come  then — You 
fay  you  are  bufy  with  parliaments,  &c.  that's 
more  than  ever  I  will  be  when  I  come  back  ;  but 
you  will  have  none  thefe  two  years.  Lord  Santry^ 
&c.  *  yes,  I  have  had  enough  on't.  I  am  glad 
Dilly  is  mended  ;  does  not  he  thank  me  for  fliew- 
ing  him  the  Court  and  the  great  people's  faces  ? 
He  had  his  glafs  out  at  the  queen  and  the  reft. 
^Tis  right  what  Dtlly  fays  ;  I  depend  upon  nothing 
from  my  friends  ;  but  to  go  back  as  I  came.  Never 
fear  Laracor^  'twill  mend  with  a  Peace;  or  fur^ly 
they'll  give  me  the  Dublin  parifh.    Steila  is  in  the 

*  Lord  Santry  was  as  violent  a  Whig  as  Dick  Tighe 
[Vid.  Letter  59  ^in  DodJIeys  Colledion,  dated  Feb.  io\ 
171 1],  and  Dr-  JJiggiK^ f  "^ho  is  in  this  place  hinted  at 
by  the  l^c-  much  fuch  another  as  Sache^verell confe- 
quen'ly  my  lord  was  an  outrageous  enemy  and  perfecutor 
of  Higgins,  However,  it  happened  one  day  that  lord 
Santry  was  looking  out  of  the  great  window  at  Lucas  s 
Coffee-houfe  when  Higgins  was  paffing  by  ;  How  do  you 
do,  Dodtor  ?  faid  m\  lord^  in  a  fneering  contemptuous 
n^anner.  Very  well,  I  thank  you,  little  mafter,  faid 
Higgins,  Let  me  out,  let  me  out  to  him,  cried  Santry 
in  a  rage,  pretending  to  leap  out  of  the  window,  which 
was  not  far  from  the  ground.  Aye,  do,  faid  Higgins^ 
let  him  oat,  I'll  foon  pitch  him  in  to  you  again. 
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right ;  the  bifhop  of  OJfory  is  the  fillieft,  beft-na- 
tured  wretch  breathing,  of  as  little  confequence 
as  an  egg-fliell. — Well,  the  fpelling  I  have  n>en- 
tioned  before ;  only  the  next  time  fay  at  leaji^  and 
not  at  left.  Pox  on  your  Newbury  :  what  can  I 
do  for  him  ?  I'll  give  his  cafe  (I  am  glad  it  is  not 
a  woman's)  to  what  members  I  know  ;  that's  all 
I  can  do.  Lord  treafurer's  lamenefs  goes  ofF daily. 
Pray  God  preferve  poor  good  Mrs.  Stoyie^  {he 
would  be  a  great  lofs  to  us  all ;  pray  give  her 
my  fervice,  and  tell  her  fhe  has  my  heartieft 
prayers.  1  pity  poor  Mrs.  Man  ley  ;  but  I  think 
the  child  is  happy  to  die,  confidering  how  Httle 
provifion  it  would  have  had.  Poh,  every  pam- 
phlet abufes  me,  and  for  things  that  I  never  writ. 
joe  {hould  have  written  me  thanks  for  his  two 
hundred  pouwds  :  I  reckon  he  got  it  by  my  means  ; 
and  I  muft  thank  the  duke  of  Ormorid^  who  I  dare 
fwear  will  fay  he  did  it  on  my  account  ?  Are  they 
golden  pippins,  thofe  feven  apples  ?  We  have  had 
much  rain  every  day  as  well  as  you  :  7/.  17  5.  8  ^. 
old  blunderer,  not  \i Jh,  I  have  reckoned  it  18 
times.  Hazvkjljaw^s  eight  pounds  is  not  reckoned ; 
and  if  it  be  fecure,  it  may  lie  where  it  is,  unlefs 
they  defire  to  pay  it :  fo  Parvlfol  may  let  it  drop 
till  further  orders;  for  I  have  put  Mrs.  Wejley^ 
money  into  the  bank,  and  will  pay  her  with  Hawk^ 
Jhaw^s. — I  mean  that  Hawl'Jhaw^s  money  goes  for 
an  addition  to  MD^  you  know;  but  be  good 
houfewives.  Bernage  never  comes  now  to  fee  me  ; 
he  has  no  more  to  afk :  but  I  hear  he  has  been  ill. 
— A  pox  on  Mrs.  Souih's  affair  ;  I  can  do  nothing 
in  it,  but  by  way  of  aflifting  any  body  elfe  that 
folicits  it,  by  dropping  a  favourable  word,  if  it 
comes  in  my  way.  Tell  ff^al/s  I  do  no  more  for 
any  body  with  my  lord  treafurer,  efpecially  a  thing 
of  this  kind.    Tell  him  I  have  fpent  all  my  dif- 
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cretion,  and  have  no  more  to  ufe. — And  fo  I  have  ' 
anfwered  your  letter  fully  and  plainly — And  f o  I 
have,  got  to  the  third  fide  of  my  paper,  which  is 
more  than  belongs  to  you,  young  *women.    It  , 
goes  to-moirov/,  To  nobody's  forrow.    You  are  , 
iilly,  not  I ;  I'm  a  poet,  if  1  had  but,  i^c. — Who's 
fiUy  now?   rogues  and  lafTes,  tinder-boxes  and 
"buzzards.    O  Lord,  I  am  in  a  high  vein  of  filli- 
nefs  ;   methoiight  I  was  fpeaking  to  deareft  little  ' 

face  to  face.  There;  fo  lads,  enough  for 
to-night;  to  cards  with  the  blackguards.  Good 
night,  my  delight,  &c. 

Dec,  I.  Pifh,  firrahs,  put  a  date  always  at  the 
bottom  of  the  letter  as  well  as  the  top,  that  I  may 
know  when  you  fend  it ;  your  laft  is  of  Nov.  3d, 
yet  1  bad  others  at  the  fam.e  time  written  a  fort- 
night after.  Whenever  you  would  have  any  mo- 
ney, fend  me  word  three  weeks  before  and  in  that 
time  you  will  certainly  have  an  anfwer,  with  a 
bill  on  Parvifol :  pray  do  this  ;  for  my  head  is  full 
and  it  will  eafe  n;y  memory.  Why,  I  think  I 
quoted  to  you  fome  of  — 's  letter,  fo  you  m"ay 
imagine  how  witty  the  reft  was;  for  it  was  all  of 
a  bunch,  as  good  man  Peejley  fays.  Pray  let  us 
have  no  rr'ore  Bi^JJimJs^  but  Bujynefs :  the  Deufe 
take  me  if  I  know  how  to  fpell  it,  your  wrong 
fpelling,  madam  Stella^  has  put  me  out :  it  does  not 
look  right ;  let  me  fee,  Buffinefs^  Bufynefs^  Buftnefs^ 
Blfynefs^  Bifnefs^  B\fnefs },  faith,  I  know  not  which 
is  right,  I  think  the  fecojid  ;  I  believe  I  never  writ 
the  w^ord  in  m.y  life  before ;  yes,  fure  I  muft  though; 
B:  fa^efs^  Bufynefsj  Bifynefs. — I  hr^.ve  perplexed  my- 
fclf,  and  can't  do  it.  Prithee  afk  Walls,  Biifmefs^  I 
fancv  that's  right.  Yes  it  is  5  I  looked  in  my  own 
pamphlet,  and  found  it  twice  in  ten  lines,  to  con- 
vince you  that  I  never  writ  it  before.  Oh,  now 
J  fee  it  as  plain  as  can  be ;  fo  yours  is  only  an  s 
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too  mnch.  The  parliament  will  certainly  meet 
on  Friday  next ;  the  Whigs  will  have  a  great  ma- 
jority in  the  houfe  of  lords;  no  care  is  taken 
to  prevent  it ;  there  is  too  much  negle£l ;  they  arq 
warned  of  it,  and  that  fignifies  nothing  :  it  was 
feared  there  would  be  fome  peevifh  addrefs  from 
the  lords  againft  a  Peace.  *Tis  fdid  about  the 
town,  that  feveral  of  the  allies  begin  now  to  be 
content  that  a  Peace  ftiould  be  treated.  This 
is  all  the  news  I  have.  The  queen  is  pretty  well ; 
and  fo  now  I  bid  poor  deareft  A4D  farewel  till  to- 
night, then  I  will  talk  with  them  again. 

The  fifteen  images  that  I  faw  were  not  worth 
forty  pounds,  fo  I  ftretched  a  little  when  I  faid  a 
thoufand.  The  Gruh-f,reet  account  of  that  tu- 
mult is  pubtifhed.  The  Devil  is  not  like  lord  trea- 
furer ;  rhey  were  all  in  your  odd  antick  mafks, 
bought  in  common  (hops.  I  fear  Prior  will  not 
be  one  of  the  plenipotentiaries. 

I  was  looking  over  fome  of  this  letter,  and  find 
I  make  many  miftakes  of  leaving  out  words;  fo 
'tis  impoiSble  to  find  my  meaning,  unlefs  you 
be  conjurers.  1  will  take  more  care  for  the  fu- 
ture, and  read  over  every  day  juft  what  I  have 
written  that  day  3^  which  will  take  up  no  time  Xm 
fpeak  of. 
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LETTER  XXXVI. 

N  London,  December  i,  171 1. 

My  ,aft        pu.  i„  .his  e,e„i„s.    .  l„.„ded 

to  dine  with  Mr.  Majham  to-day,  and  called 
at  Whites  Chocolate^hGufe  to  fee  if  he  was  there. 
Lord  Wharton  faw  me  at  the  door,  and  1  faw  him, 
but  took  no  notice,  and  was  going  away;  but  he 
came  through  the  crowd,  called  after  me,  and  afk- 
ed  me  how  I  did,  l^c.  This  was  pretty;  and  I 
believe  he  wifhed  every  word  he  fpoke  was  a  halter 
to  hang  me.  Majham  did  not  dine  at  home,  fo  I 
ate  with  a  friend  in  the  neighbourhood.  The 
primer  has  not  fent  me  the  fecond  edition;  I 
know  not  the  reafon,  for  it  certainly  came  out  to- 
day; perhaps  they  are  glutted  with  it  already.  I 
found  a  letter  from  lord  Harley  on  my  table,  to 
^ell  me  that  his  father  defires  I  would  make  two 
Imall  alterations.    I  am  going  to  be  bufy,  l^c, 

2.  Morning.  Seethe  blVmder;  I  was  making 
it  tbe  37th  day  of  the  month  from  the  number 
abcye.  Well,  but  I  am  (laying  here  for  old 
Trczvde^  who  appointed  to  call  this  morning  :  I  am 
ready  drefied  to  go  to  church  ;  •!  fuppofe  he  dare 
not  ftir  out  but  on  Sundays.  The  printer  called 
early  this  morning,  told  me  the  fecond  edition 
went  oif  yefterday  in  five  hours,  and  he  muft  have 
a  third  ready  to-morrow,  for  they  might  have  fold 
half  another :  his  men  are  all  at  work  with  it, 
though  it  be  Sunday,  This  old  fool  will  not  come, 
and  1  fhall  mifs  church. — Morrow,  firrahs. — At 
night.  I  was  zt  Court  to-day  ;  the  queen  is  well 
and  walked  through  part  of  the  rooms.  I  dined 
with  the  fecretary,  and  difpatched  fome  bufincfs. 
He  tells  me,  the  Dutch  envoy  defigns  to  complain 
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cf  that  pamphlet.  The  noife  it  makes  is  extra- 
ordinary. It  is  fit  it  (hould  anfwer  the  pains  I 
have  been  at  about  it.  I  fuppofe  it  will  be  printed 
in  Ireland.  Some  lay  it  to  Pr'ior^  others  to  Mr, 
fecretary  St.  John.^  but  I  am  always  the  firft  they 
lay  every  thing  to.    I'll  go  fleep,  ^c. 

3.  I  have  ordered  Patrick  not  to  let  any  odd 
fellow  come  up  to  me  ;  and  to-day  a  fellow  would 
needs  fpeak  with  me  from  Sir  George  Prettymmi,  I 
had  never  heard  of  him,  and  would  not  fee  the  me/- 
fenger  ;  but  at  laft  it  proved  that  this  Sir  G^^^r^^  has 
fold  his  eftate,  and  is  a  beggar.  Smithers^  the'7^^7r«- 
ham  carrier,  brought  me  this  morninir  a  letter  from 
your  mother,  with  three  papers  inclofed  of  lady 
Giffard^  writing ;  one  owning  fome  exchequer 
bufinefs  of  100  A  to  be  Stella  ^\  another  for  100/. 
that  fhe  has  of  yours,  which  I  made  over  to  you 
ioK  Marifton  \  and  a  third  for  300 /.  ;  the  laft  is 
on  ftampt  paper.  I  think  they  had  better  lie  iii 
Englayid  in  fome  good  hand  till  lady  Giffard  A\cs  i 
and  I  will  think  of  fome  fuch  hund  before  I  come 
over.  I  was  asfking  Smiihers  about  all  the  people 
of  Farnham.  Mrs.  IVhiiehzs  left  off  dreffing,  is 
troubled  with  lamenefs  ana  fwelled  legs,  and  fel- 
dom  ftirs  our ;  but  her  old  hang-dog  hufband  as 
hearty  as  ever.  I  was  this  morning  with  lord  trea- 
fu  rer  about  fomething  he  would  have  altered  in  the 
pamphlet;  but  it  can't  be  till  the  fourth  edition, 
which  1  believe  will  be  foon ;  for  I  dined  with  the 
printer,  and  he  tells  me  they  have  fold  off  half  the 
third,  Mrs.  Percival  and  her  daughter  have  been 
in  town  thcfe  three  weeks,  which  1  never  heard  till 
to-day  ;  and  Mrs.  Wefiey  is  ccme  to  town  too,  to 
confuit  Dr.  Raddijfe,  1  he  Wkigs  are  refolved  to 
bring  that  parr.phlet  into  the  houfe  of  lords  to  have 
it  condemned,  fo  1  hear.  But  the  printer  will 
ftand  to  it,  and  not  own  the  author  \  he  mul}  fay, 
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f\t  had  it  from  the  penny  poft.  Some  people  talk 
as  if  the  houfe  of  lords  would  do  fome  peevifh 
thing;  for  Whigs  are  now  a  great  majority 
in  it  j  our  minifters  are  too  negligent  of  fuch 
things:  I  have  never  flipt  giving  them  warning; 
fome  of  them  are  fenfible  of  it ;  but  lord  treafurer 
flands  too  much  upon  his  own  legs.  1  fancy  his 
good  fortune  will  bear  him  out  in  every  thing; 
but  in  reafon  I  fhould  think  this-miniftry  to  ftand 
very  unfteady :  if  they  can  carry  a  Peace,  they 
may  hold  ;  I  believe  not  elfe. 
•  4.  Mr.  fecretary  fent  to  me  to-day  to  dine  with 
him  alone ;  but  we  had  two  more  with  us,  which 
hindered  me  doing  fome  bufmefs.  I  v/as  this  morn- 
ing with  young  Harcourt^  fecretary  to  our  fociety, 
to  take  a  room  for  our  weekly  m.eetings ;  and  the 
fellow  allied  us  five  guineas  a  week  only  to  have 
leave  to  dine  once  a  week  ;  was  not  that  pretty  ? 
fo  we  broke  oiF  v/ith  him,  and  are  to  dine  next 
^hiirfday  2X  Hare  our  (he  is  lord  keeper's  fon). 
They  have  fold  ofF  above  half  the  third  edition, 
and  anfwers  are  coming  out :  the  Dutch  envoy  re- 
fufed  dining  with  Dr.  avenant^  becaufe  he  was 
fufpedled  to  write  it :  I  have  made  fome  alterations 
in  every  edition,  and  it  has  coft  me  more  trouble, 
for  the  time,  fince  the  printing  than  before.  'Tis 
fent  over  to  Ireland^  and  I  fuppofe  you  Vvill  have 
it  reprinted. 

5.  They  are  now  printing  the  fourth  edition, 
which  is  reckoned  very  extraordinary,  confidering 
'tis  a  dear  twelvepenny  book,  and  not  bought  up 
in  numbers  by  the  party  to  give  away,  as  the  IVhigs 
do,  but  purely  upon  it's  own  ftrength.  I  have 
got  an  under  fpur-leather  to  write  an  Examiner 
again,  and  the  fecretary  and  I  v/ill  now  and  then 
fend  hints  ;  but  we  would  have  it  a  little  upon 
the  Grubjircct^  to  be  a  match  for  their  writers. 
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I  dined  with  lord  treafurer  to-d»y  at  Eve  ;*  he  dine! 
by  himfclf  after  his  family,  and  drinks  no  chret 
yet,  for  fear  of  his  rheiim.  .  ,  of  which  be  is  al- 
moft  Ws:]].  He  was  very  pleafant,  as  he  is  always; 
yet  i  fancied  he  was  a  little  touched  with  the  pre- 
fent  pofture  of  aftairs.  The  eleiior  of  Hanover's 
minifter  here  has  given  in  a  violent  memorial 
a2:ainft  the  Peace,  and  caufed  it  to  be  printed. 
The  ^  hig  lords  a  e  doing  their  utmoft  for  a  ma- 
jority againft  Friday^  and  defign,  if  they  can,  to 
addreis  the  queen  againft  the  Peace.  Lord  Not- 
ti?igham,  a  famous  Tory  and  fpeech- maker,  is  gone 
over  to  the  ff^hig  fide  :  they  toaft  him  daily,  and 
lord  ff  7?3rtm  fays.  It  is  Dijmal  (fo  they  call  him 
from  his  looks)  will  fave  England  at  laft.  Lord 
treafurer  was  hinting  as  if  he  wifhed  a  ballad  was 
made  on  him,  and  I  will  get  up  one  againft  to- 
morrow. He  gave  me  a  fcurrilous  printed  paper 
of  bad  verfes  on  himfelf,  under  the  name  of  the 
Englijh  Catiline^  and  made  me  read  them  to  the 
company.  It  was  his  birth-day,  which  he  would 
not  tell  us,  but  lord  Harley  whifpered  it  to  me. 

6.  I  was  this  morning  making  the  ballad, 
two  degrees  above  Gruhjlreei  ;  at  noon  I  paid  a  vi- 
fit  to  Airs.  Majbam^  and  then  went  to  dine  with 
our  fociety.  Poor  lord  keeper  dined  below  flairs, 
I  fuppofe  on  a  bit  of  mutton.  We  chofe  two 
members;  we  were  eleven  met,  the  greateft  meet- 
ing v.^e  ever  had  :  I  am  next  week  to  introduce 
lord  Orrery,  The  printer  came  btiore  we  parted, 
and  brought  the  ballad,  which  made  them  lauirh 
very  heartily  a  dozen  times.  He  is  going  to  print 
the  pamphlet  in  fmall,  a  fifth  edition,  to  be  taken 
Ou  by  friends  and  fent  into  the  countrj'.  A  lix- 
penny  anfwer  is  come  out,  good  for  nothing,  but 
gueiling  me  among  others  for  the  aythor.  To- 
morrow is  the  fatd  day  for  the  parliament  meat- 
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ing,  and  we  are  full  of  hopes  and  fears.  We  rec- 
kon we  have  a  majority  of  ten  on  our  fide  in  the 
houfe  of  lords ;  yet  I  obferved  Mrs.  Mafnam  a 
little  uneafy ;  flie  alTures  me  the  queen  is  ftout. 
The  duke  of  Marlborough  has  not  feen  the  queen 
for  fome  days  paft ;  Mrs.  Mojhain  is  glad  of  it, 
becaufe  Ihe  fays,  he  tells  a  hundred  lies  to  his 
friends  of  what  fhe  fays  to  him  :  he  is  one  day 
humble,  and  the  next  on  the  high  ropes.  The 
duke  oiOrmondy  they  fay,  will  be  in  town  to-night 
by  twelve. 

7.  This  being  the  day  the  parliament  was  to 
meet,  and  the  great  queftion  to  be  determined,  I 
went  with  Dr.  Freind  to  dine  in  the  city,  on  pur- 
pbfe  to  be  out  of  the  way,  and  we  fent  our  printer 
to  fee  what  was  our  fate;  but  he  gave  us  a  moft 
melancholy  account  of  things.  The  earl  of  Not- 
iingham  began,  and  fpoke  sgainft  a  Peace,  and  de- 
fired  that  in  their  addrefs  they  might  put  in  a  claufe 
to  advife  the  queen  not  to  make  a  peace  without 
Spwn ;  which  was  debated,  and  carried  by  the 
Whigs  by  about  fix  voices  :  and  this  has  happened 
entirely  by  my  lord  treafurer's  negleft,  who  did 
not  take  timely  care  to  make  up  all  his  ftrength, 
although  every  one  of  us  gave  him  caution  enough. 
Nottingham  has  certainly  been  bribed.  The  quef- 
tion is  yet  only  carried  in  the  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  and  we  hope  when  it  is  reported  to  the  houfe 
to  morrow,  we  fliall  have  a  majority  by  fome  Scotch 
lords  coming  to  town.  However,  it  is  a  mighty 
blow  and  lofs  of  reputation  to  lord  treafurer,  and 
may  end  in  his  ruin.  1  hear  the  thing  only  as  the 
printer  brought  it,  who  was  at  the  debate;  but 
how  the  miniftry  take  it,  or  what  their  hopes  and 
fears  are,  I  cannot  tell  until  I  fee  them.  I  fliall 
be  early  with  the  fecretary  to-morrow,  and  then 
I  will  tell  you  more,  and  (hall  write  a  full  account 
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to  the  bifliop  of  Clogher  to-morrow,  and  to  the 
archbifhop  of  Dublin^  if  I  have  time.  I  am  hor- 
ribly down  at  prefent.  I  long  to  know  how  lord 
treafurer  bears  this,  and  what  remedy  he  has. 
The  duke  of  Ormoncl  came  this  day  to  town,  and 
was  there. 

8.  I  was  early  this  morning  with  the  fecretary, 
and  talk't  over  this  matter.  He  hoped,  that  when 
it  was  reported  this  day  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  they 
would  difagree  with  tiieir  committee,  and  fo  the 
matter  would  go  off,  only  with  a  little  lofs  of  re- 
putation to  lord  treafurer.  1  dined  with  Dr.  Cock^ 
burn^  and  after  a  Scotch  member  came  in,  and  told 
us  that  the  elaufe  was  carried  againft  the  Court  iii 
the  houfe  of  lords  almoft  two  to  one  ;  I  went  im- 
mediately to  Mrs.  Majham^  and  meet'ng  Dr.  Ar^ 
hiithnott  (the  queen's  favourite  phyfician)  we  went 
together.  She  was  juft  come  from  waiting  at 
the  queen's  dinner,  and  going  to  her  o^^n.  She 
had  heard  nothing  of  the  thing  being  gone  againft 
us.  It  feems  lord  treafurer  had  been  fo  negligent, 
that  he  was  with  the  queen  while  the  queftion  was 
put  in  the  houfe :  I  immediately  told  Mrs.  Majhani^ 
that  either  fhe  and  lord  treafurer  had  joined  with 
the  queen  to  betray  us,  or  that  they  two  were  be- 
trayed by  the  queen :  fhe  protefted  folemnly  it  was 
not  the  former,  and  I  believed  her ;  but  (he  gave  me 
fome  lights  to  fufpeft  the  queen  is  changed.  For, 
yefterday  when  the  queen  was  going  from  the  houfe^ 
where  fhe  fat  to  hear  the  debate,  the  duke  of 
ShrewJhuryXoxA  chamberlain  afked  her,  whether  he 
Or  the  great  chamberlain  Lindfay  ought  to  lead  her 
out ;  fhe  anfwered  ftiort.  Neither  of  you,  and  gave 
her  hand  to  the  duke  of  Somcrfet^  who  was  louder 
than  any  in  the  houfe  for  the  elaufe  againfla  Peace. 
She  gave  me  one  or  two  more  inftances  of  this 
fort,  which  convince  me  that  the  queen  is  falife,  of 
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at  leafl:  very  much  wavering.  Mr.  Majham  trig- 
ged us  to  ftay,  becaufe  lord  treafurer  w^ould  call, 
and  we  were  refolved  to  fall  on  him  about  his  neg- 
ligence in  fecuring  a  majority.  He  came,  and  ap- 
peared in  good  humour  as  ufual,  but  I  thought 
his  countenance  was  much  caft  down.  I  rallied 
him,  and  defired  him  to  give  me  his  ftafF,  which 
he  did  ;  I  told  him,  if  he  v/ould  fecure  it  me  a 
week,  I  would  fet  all  right:  he  afked.  How ?  I 
faid,  I  would  immediately  turn  lord  Marlborough^ 
his  two  daughters,  the  duke  and  duchefs  of  Somer- 
fet^  and  lord  Chohnondely  out  of  all  their  employ- 
ments ;  and  1  believe  he  had  not  a  friend  but  was 
of  my  opinion.  Arhuthnctt  afked.  How  he  came 
not  to  fecure  a  majority  ?  He  could  anfwer  nothing, 
but  that  he  could  not  help  it,  if  people  would  lie 
and  forfwear.  A  poor  anfwer  for  a  great  mi- 
nifter.  There  fell  from  him  a  fcripture  expref- 
fion,  that  the  hearts  of  kings  are  u7ifc  arch  able,  I 
told  him.  It  was  what  I  feared,  and  v/as  from  him 
the  wcrft  news  he  could  tell  me.  I  begged  him 
to  know  what  we  had  to  truft  to  ;  he  ftuck  a  little  ; 
but  at  laft  bid  me  not  fear,  for  all  would  be  well 
yet.  We  would  fain  have  had  him  eat  a  bit  where 
he  was,  but  he  would  go  home,  it  was  paft  fix  : 
he  made  me  go  home  with  him.  There  we 
found  his  brother  and  Mr.  fecretary.  He  made 
his  fon  take  a  lift  of  all  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
who  had  places,  and  yet  voted  againft  the  Courts 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  if  they  (hould  lofe  their  places  : 
I  doubt  he  is  not  able  to  compafs  it.  Lord  keeper 
came  in  an  hour,  and  they  were  going  upon  bu- 
finefs.  So  I  left  him^  and  returned  to  Mrs.  Ala- 
Jha7n\  but  fhe  had  company  v/ith  her,  and  I  would 
not  ftay. — This  is  a  long  journal,  and  of  a  day 
that -may  produce  great  alterations,  and  hazard 
X\\^  i\xii\  England,  The  Whigs  are  all  in  tri- 
umph I 
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tjmph  ;  they  foretold  how  all  this  would  be,  but 
we  thought  it  boafting.  Nay,  they  faid  the  par- 
liament fhould  be  dillblved  before  Chrijimas^  and 

perhaps   it   may  :   this    is   all  your  d   d 

duchefs  of  Somerfet's  doings^  I  warned  them 
of  it  nine  months  ago,  and  a  hundred  times  fince : 
the  fecret.4ry  always  dreaded  it,  I  told  lord  trea- 
furer,  I  fiiould  have  the  advantage  of  him  ;  for 
he  would  lofe  his  head,  and  I  ftiould  only  be 
hanged,  and  fo  carry  my  body  entire  to  the  grave. 

9.  I  was  this  morning  with  Mr.  fecretary;  we 
are  both  of  opinion  that,  the  queen  is  fdlfe.  I 
told  him  what  I  heard,  and  he^confirmed  it  by 
other  circumftances.  I  then  went  to  my  friend 
Lewis^  who  had  fent  to  fee  me.  He  talks  of  no- 
thing but  retiring  to  his  eftate  in  Wales^  He  gave 
me  reaions  to  believe  the  whole  matter  is  fettled 
between  the  queen  and  the  Whigs  \  he  hears  that 
lord  Somen  is  to  be  treafurer,  and  believes,  that 
fooner  than  turn  out  the  duchefs  of  Somerfet^  flie 
will  diffolve  the  parliament,  and  get  a  Whiggijh 
one,  which  may  be  done  by  managing  elections. 
Things  are  now  in  the  crifis,  and  a  day  or  two 
V  ill  determine.  I  have  defired  him  to  engage  lord 
treafurer,  that  as  foon  as  he  finds  the  change  is 
refolved  on,  he  will  fend  me  abroad  as  queen^s  fe- 
cretary  fomewhere  or  other,  where  I  may  remain 
till  the  new  minifters  recal  me  \  and  then  I  will 
be  fick  for  five  or  fix  months  till  the  ftorm  has 
fpent  itfelf.  I  hope  he  will  grant  me  this;  for  I 
fhould  hardly  truft  myfclf  to  the  mercy  of  my  ene- 
mies while  their  anger  is  frefh.  I  dined  to-day 
with  the  fecretary,  who  afFedls  mirth,  and  feems  to 
hope  all  will  yet  be  well.  I  took  him  afide  after 
dinner,  told  him  how  I  had  ferved  them,  and  had 
afked  no  reward,  but  thought  I  might  a(k  fecurity; 
and  then  defired  the  fame  thing  of  him,  to  fend 
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me  abroad  before  a  change.  He  embraced  me,  and 
fwore  he  would  take  the  fame  care  of  me  as  him- 
felf,  i^c.  but  bid  me  have  courage,  for  that  in  two 
days  my  lord  treafurer's  wifdom  would  appear 
greater  than  ever ;  that  he  fufFered  all  that  had 
happened  on  purpofe,  and  had  taken  meafures  to 
turn  it  to  advantage.  I  faid,  God  fend  it ;  but  I 
do  not  believe  a  fyllable ;  and  as  far  as  I  can  judge, 
the  game  is  loft.  I  fhall  know  more  foon,  and 
my  letters  will  at  leaft  be  a  good  hiftory  to  ftiew 
you  the  fteps  of  this  change. 

10.  I  was  this  morning  with  Lewis^  who  thinks 
they  will  let  the  parliament  fit  till  they  have  given 
the  money,  and  then  difTolve  them  in  Springs  and 
break  the  miniftry.  He  fpoke  to  lord  treafurer 
^about  what  I  defired  him.  My  lord  defired  him 
with  great  earneftnefs  to  affure  me,  that  all  would 
be  well,  and  that  I  fhould  fear  nothing.  I  dined 
in  the  city  with  a  friend.  This  day  the  commons 
went  to  the  queen  with  their  addrefs,  and  all  the 
lords  who  were  for  the  Peace  went  with  them,  to 
(hew  their  zeal.  I  have  now  fome  further  con- 
viftion  that  the  queen  is  falfe,  and  it  begins  to  be 
known. 

11.  I  went  between  two  and  three  to  fee  Mrs. 
Majham\  while  I  was  there  (he  went  to  her  bed- 
chamber to  try  a  petticoat.  Lord  treafurer  came  in 
to  fee  her,  and  feeing  me  in  the  outer  room  fell  a 
rallying  me ;  feys  he.  You  had  better  keep  com- 
pany with  me,  than  with  fuch  a  fellow  as  Lewis^ 
who  has  not  the  foul  of  a  chicken,  nor  the  heart 
of  a  mite.    Then  he  went  in  to  Mrs.  Mojhawj 
and  as  he  came  back  defired  her  leave  to  let  me 
go  home  with  him  to  dinner.    He  alked,  whe- 
ther I  was  not  afraid  to  be  feen  with  him  ?  I 
faid,  I  never  valued  my  lord  treafurer  in  my  life, 
aand  therefore  Ihould  have  alyv^ays  the  fame  efteem 
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for  Mr.  Harley  and  lord  Oxford.  He  feemed  to 
talk  confidently,  as  if  he  reckoned  that  all  this 
would  turn  to  advantage.  I  could  not  forbear 
Jiinting,  that  he  was  not  fure  of  the  queen  ;  and 
that  thofe  fcoundrel,  ftarving  lords  would  never 
have  dared  to  vote  againft  the  Court^  if  Somerfet 
had  not  affured  them,  that  it  would  pleafe  the 
queen.  He  faid.  That  was  true,  and  Somerfet  did 
fo.  1  ftaid  till  fix  ;  then  de  Buys^  the  Dutch  envoy, 
came  to  him,  and  I  left  him.  Prior  was  with  us 
a  while  after  dinner.  I  fee  him  and  all  of  them 
caft  down;  though  they  make  the  beftof  it. 

1 2.  Ford  is  come  to  town  ;  I  faw  him  laft  night ; 
he  is  in  no  fear,  but  fanguine,  although  I  have  told 
him  the  ftate  of  things.    This  change  fo  refembles 
the  laft,  that  I  wonder  they  do  not  obferve  it. 
The  fecretary  fent  for  me  yefterday  to  dine  with 
him,  but  I  was  abroad  ;  I  hope  he  had  fomething 
to  fay  to  me.    This  is  morning,  and  I  write  ia 
bed.   I  am  going  to  the  duke  of  Ormond^  whom  I 
have  not  yet  feen.    Morrow,  firrahs. — At  night* 
1  was  to  fee  the  duke  of  Ormoni  this  morning: 
he  afked  me  two  or  three  queftions  after  his  civil 
way,  and  they  related  to  Ireland:  at  laft  I  told 
him,  that  from  the  time  I  had  feen  him,  I  never 
once  thought  of  Irijh  affairs.    He  whifpered  me, 
that  he  hoped  I  had  done  fome  good  things  here; 
I  faid.  If  every  body  elfe  had  done  half  as  much, 
we  fhould  not  be  as  we  are  :  then  we  went  afide, 
and  talked  over  affairs.   I  told  him  how  all  things 
flood,  and  advifed  him  what  was  to  be  done.  I  then 
went  and  fat  an  hour  with  the  duchefs;  then  as 
long  with  lady  Oglethorpe  who  is  fo  cunning  a  de- 
vil, that  I  believe  flie  could  yet  fmd  a  remedy,  if 
they  would  take  her  advice,    I  dined  with  a  friend 
at  court* 
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13.  I  was  this  morning  with  the  fecretary ; 
he  will  needs  pretend  to  talk  as  if  things  would 
be  well  'y  Will  you  believe  it,  faid  he,  if  you  fee 
thefe  people  turned  out  ?  I  faid,  Yes,  if  I  faw  the 
duke  and  duchefs  of  Somerfet  out :  he  fwore,  if 
they  were  not,  he  would  give  up  his  place.  Our 
Society  dined  to-day  at  Sir  William  JVyndhamh  ; 
we  were  thirteen  prefent.  Lord  Orrery^  and  two 
other  members  v^ere  introduced ;  I  left  them  at 
feven,  1  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  the  printer  told 
me  yefterday,  that  Morphew^  the  publifher,  was 
fent  for  by  ttiat  lord  chief  juflice,  who  was  a  ma- 
nager againft  Sach  ever  ell :  he  fliewed  him  two  or 
three  papers  and  pamphlets ;  among  the  reft 
mine  of  the  Condu^l  of  the  Allies^  threatened  him, 
alked  who  was  the  author,  and  has  bound  him 
over  to  appear  next  term.  He  would  not  have 
the  impudence  to  do  this,  if  he  did  not  forefee 
what  was  coming  at  court. 

14.  Lord  Shelburn  was  with  me  this  morning, 
to  be  informed  of  the  ftate  of  affairs,  and  defired 
I  would  anfwer  all  his  objeftions  againft  a  Peace, 
which  was  foon  done,  for  he  would  not  give  me 
room  to  put  in  a  word.  He  is  a  man  of  good  fenfe 
enough ;  but  argues  fo  violently,  that  he  will 
fome  day  or  other  put  himfelf  into  a  confump- 
tion.  He  defires  that  he  may  not  be  denied  when 
he  comes  to  fee  me,  which  I  promifed,  but  will 
not  perform.  Leigh  and  Sterne  fet  out  for  Ireland 
on  Monday  fennight :  I  fuppofe  they  will  be  with 
you  long  before  this, — I  was  to-night  drinking 
very  good  wine  in  fcurvy  company,  at  leaft  fome 
of  them ;  I  was  drawn  in,  but  will  be  more  cau- 
tious for  the  future :  'tis  late,  l^c. 

1 5.  Morning.  They  fay  the  Occaftonal  bill  is 
brought  to-day  into  the  houfc  of  lords ;  but  I 

know 
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Tcnow  not.  I  will  now  put  an  end  to  my  letter,, 
and  give  it  into  the  poft-houfe  myfrlf.  This  will 
be  a  memorrible  letter,  and  I  fhall  figh  to  fee  it 
feme  years  hence.  Here  are  the  jfirft  fteps  towards 
the  ruin  uf  an  excellent  miniftry  ;  for  I  look  upon 
them  as  certainly  ruined;  and  God  knows  what 
may  be  the  confequences. — I  now  bid  my  dearefl: 
MD  farewel ;  for  company  is  coming,  and  I  muft 
be  at  lord  Dari?nGuth\  office  by  noon.  Farewel, 
dearefl:  MD  ;  1  wifli  you  a  merry  Chrijlmas ;  I 
believe  you  will  have  this  about  that  time.  Love 
Prejlo^  who  loves  MD  above  all  things  a  thoufand 
times.    Farewel  again,  dearefl:  MD^  &c, 

LETTER  XXXVIL 

London,  Dec.  15,  Ijir, 

I  PUT  In  my  letter  this  evening  myfelf.  I 
was  to-day  enquiring  at  the  fecretary's  office  of 
Mr.  Lewis^  how  things  went :  1  there  met  Prlor^ 
who  told  me,  he  gave  all  for  gone,  if^c,  and  was 
of  opinion  the  whole  miniftry  would  give  up  their 
places  next  week  ;  Lewis  thinks  they  will  not  till 
Springs  when  the  feffion  is  over  ;  both  of  them 
entirely  defpair.  I  went  to  fee  Mrs.  Majham^  who 
invited  me  to  dinner  ;  but  I  was  engaged  to  Lewis* 
At  four  1  went  to  MaJ}:anis,  He  came  and  whif- 
pered  me,  that  he  had  it  from  a  very  good  hand, 
that  all  would  be  well,  and  I  found  them  both 
very  chearful.  The  company  was  going  to  the 
Opera^  but  defired  I  would  come  and  fup  with 
them.  I  did  fo  at  ten,  and  lord  treafurer  was  there, 
and  fat  with  us  till  pafl:  twelve,  and  was  more 
chearful  than  I  have  feen  him  thefe  ten  days. 
Mrs.  Majham  told  me,  he  was  mightily  caft  down 
Ibme  days  ago,  and  he  could  not  indeed  hide  it 
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from  me.  Arhuthnoft  is  in  good  hopes,  that  the 
queen  has  not  betrayed  us ;  but  only  has  been 
frightened,  and  flattered,  ^c.  But  I  cannot  yet  be 
of  his  opinion,  whether  my  reafons  are  better,  ot 
that  my  fears  are  greater.  I  do  refolve,  if  they 
give  up,  or  are  turned  out  foon,  to  retire  for  fome 
months,  and  I  have  pitched  upon  the  plnce  already: 
but  I  will  take  methods  for  hearing  from  MDy 
and  writing  to  them.  But  I  would  be  out  of  the 
way  upon  the  firfl:  of  the  ferment ;  for  they  lay  all 
things  on  me,  even  fome  I  have  never  read. 

16.  1  took  courage  to  day,  and  went  to  Court 
with  a  very  chearful  countenance,  h  was  migh- 
tily crowded;  both  parties  coming  to  obferve  each 
other's  faces*  I  avoided  lord  Halllfax*^  bow  till 
he  forced  it  on  me;  but  we  did  not  talk  together. 
I  could  not  make  lefs  than  fourfcore  bows,  of 
which  about  twenty  might  be  to  Whigs*  The 
duke  oF  Seiner  Jet  is  gone  to  Petworth^  and,  I  hear, 
the  duchefs  too,  of  which  1  fliall  be  very  glad. 
Prince  Eugene^  who  was  expe£ted  here  fome  days 
ago,  we  are  now  told,  will  not  come  at  all.  The 
Whtgs  defigned  to  have  met  him  with  forty  thou- 
fand  horfc.  Lord  treafurer  told  me  fome  days 
ago  of  his  difcourfe  with  thfe  emperor's  refident, 
that  puppy /^!?^/>7(7;7,  about  prince  Eugene  '^  coming  ; 
by  which  I  found  my  lord  would  hinder  it,  if  he 
could ;  and  we  fhall  be  all  glad  if  he  does  not 
come,  and  think  it  a  good  point  gained.  Sir  An- 
drew Fountain^  Ford  and  I  dined  to-day  with  Mrs.' 
Van  by  invitation. 

17.  I  have  miftaken  the  day  of  the  month,  and 
been  forced  to  mend  it  thrice.  I  dined  to-day 
with  Mr.  Majham  and  his  lady,  by  invitation. 
Lord  treafurer  was  to  be  there,  but  came  not.  It 
w^as  to  entertain  Buys^  the  Dutch  envoy,  who 
fpeaks  Englijh  well  enough  ;  he  was  plaguy  poli- 
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tick,  telling  a  thoufand  lies,  of  which  none  pafled 
upon  any  of  us.  We  are  ftill  in  the  condition  of 
fufpenfe,  and,  I  think,  have  little  hopes.  The 
duchefs  of  Somerfet  is  not  gone  to  Pttworth ;  only 
the  duke;  and  that  is  a  poor  facrifice.  I  believe 
the  queen  certainly  defigns  to  change  the  miniftry  ; 
but  perhaps  may  put  it  off  till  the  feflion  is  over : 
and  I  think  they  had  better  give  up  now,  if  (he 
will  not  deal  openly ;  and  then  they  need  not  an- 
fwer  for  the  confequences  of  a  Peace,  when  it  is 
in  other  hands,  and  may  yet  be  broken.  They  fay, 
my  lord  privy  feal  fets  out  for  Holland  this  week : 
fo  the  Peace  goes  on. 

J  8.  It  has  rained  hard  from  morning  till  night, 
and  coft  me  three  fliillings  in  coach-hire.  We 
have  had  abundance  of  wet  weather.  I  dined  in 
the  city,  and  was  with  the  printer,  who  has  now 
a  fifth  edition  of  the  Condu^^  bV.  it  is  in  fmall, 
and  fold  for  fix-pence;  they  have  printed  as  many  as 
three  editions,  becaufe  they  are  to  be  fent  in  num- 
bers into  the  country  by  great  men,  £ffr.  who  fub- 
fcribe  for  hundreds.  It  has  been  fent  a  fortnight  ago 
to  Ireland:^  i  fuppofe  you  will  print  it  there.  The 
Tory  lords  and  commons  in  parliament  argue  all 
from  it:  and  all  agree,  that  never  any  thing  of 
that  kind  was  of  fo  great  confequence,  or  made 
fo  many  converts.  By  the  time  I  have  fent  this 
letter,  I  expert  to  hear  from  little  MD :  it  will  be 
a  month  two  days  hence  fince  I  had  your  laft, 
and  I  will  allow  ten  days  for  accidents.  I  cannot 
get  rid  of  the  leavings  of  a  cold  I  got  a  month  ago; 
or  elfe  it  is  a  new  one.  I  have  been  writing  let- 
ters all  this  evening  till  I  am  weary,  and  I  am 
fending  out  another  little  thing,  which  I  hope 
to  finifh  this  week,  and  defign  to  fend  to  the 
printer  in  an  unknown  hand.  There  was  printed 
a  Grub-Jireet  fpecch  of  lord  Nottingham'^  and  he 
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was  fuch  an  owl  to  complain  of  it  in  the  houfe 
of  lords,  who  have  taken  up  the  printer  for 
it.  I  heard  SLtCourt^  th^tfValpole  (a  great Z^/'?]^ mem- 
ber) faid,  that  1  and  my  whimfical  club  writ  it  at  one 
of  our  meetings,  and  that  I  (hould  pay  for  it.  He 
■will  find  he  lies ;  and  I  (hall  let  him  know  by  a  third 
hand  my  thoughts  c^f  him.  He  is  to  be  fecretary 
of  ftaie,  if  the  miniftry  changes :  but  he  has  lately 
had  a  bribe  proved  againft  him  in  parliament,  while 
he  was  fecretary  at  war.  He  is  one  of  the  JVhigs 
chief  fpeakers. 

19.  Sad  difmal  weather.  I  went  to  the  fecre- 
tary's  office,  and  Lctta  made  me  dine  with  him. 
I  intended  to  have  dined  with  lord  treasurer.  I 
have  not  feen  the  fecretary  this  week.  7  hings 
do  not  mend  at  all.  Lord  Dartmouth  defpairs,  and 
is  for  giving  up;  Lewis  is  of  the  fame  mind  ;  but 
lord  treafurtr  only  fays,  Poh,  poh,  all  will  be  well. 
I  am  come  home  early  to  finifli  fomething  I  am 
doing  ;  but  1  find  I  want  heart  and  humour  \  and 
would  read  any  idle  book  that  came  in  my  way. 
I  have  juft  fent  away  a  penny  paper  to  make  a 
ht  le  mifchicf.  Patrick  is  gone  to  the  burial  of 
an  Irifo  footman,  who  was  Dr.  King's  fervant ; 
he  died  of  a  confumption,  a  fit  death  for  a  poor 
ftarving  wit's  footman.  The  Irijh  fervants  al- 
ways ciub  to  bury  a  countryman. 

20.  I  Vv^as  with  the  fecretary  this  morning,  and  for 
aught  I  can  fee  we  (hall  have  a  languifhing  death  : 
1  can  know  nothing,  nor  themfelves  neither.  I 
dined,  you  know,  with  our  Society,  and  that  odi- 
ous fecretary  would  make  me  prefidert  next  week, 
fo  I  muft  entertain  them  this  day  fennight  at  the 
^Ihr'tched-houfe  Tavern^  where  we  dined  to-day; 
it  wiH  coft  me  five  or  fix  pounds;  yet  the  fecre- 
tar)  fays,  he  v/ill  give  me  v/ine.  I  found  a  letter 
when  I  came  home  from  the  bifliop  of  Clogher. 

21.  This 
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21.  This  is  the  firft  time  I  ever  got  a  new  cold 
before  the  old  one  was  going:  it  came  yefterday, 
and  appeared  in  all  due  toims,  eyes  and  no(e 
running,  l^c,  and  is  now  very  bad,  and  I  cannot 
tell  how  I  got  it.  Sir  Andrew  Fountain  and  I 
were  invited  to  dine  with  Mrs.  V(in> — I  was  this 
morning;  with  the  duice  of  Grmond\  and  neither 
he  nor  I  can  think  of  any  thing  to  comfort  us 
in  prefent  affairs.  We  Oiuft  certainly  fall,  if 
the  duchefs  of  Somerfit  be  not  turned  out;  -and 
no  body  believes  the  queen  will  ever  part  with 
her.  l\he  duke  and  I  were  fettling  when  Mr. 
fecretary  and  I  fhouid  dine  w'th  him,  and  he  fixt 
upon  Tuefday  \  and  wht  n  I  came  away  I  remem- 
bered it  was  Chrijimas  day.  I  was  to  fee  lady  — 
who  is  juft  up  after  lying-in;  and  the  ugiiefl: 
fight  I  have  feen,  pale,  dead,  old  and  yellow,  for 
want  of  her  paint.  She  has  turned  my  ftomach* 
liut  llie  will  foon  be  painted,  and  a  beauty  again. 

22.  I  find  rnyfelf  difordered  with  a  pain  all 
round  the  fmall  cf  my  back,  which  I  imputed 
^o  Chamtagm  1  had  drunk;  but  find  it  to  have 
been  only  my  new  cold.  It  v/as  a  fine  frofty 
day,  and  I  refolved  to  v/alk  into  the  city.  I  cal- 
led at  lord  treafurer's  at  eleven,  and  ftaid  fomc 
time  with  him.  He  fliewed  me  a  letter  from,  a 
great  prefbyterian  parfon  *  to  him.,  complaining 
how  their  friends  had  betrayed  them  by  pafung  this 

•  Conformity  Billy  and  he  fliev^ed  me  the  anfvver  he 
had  Vv^ritten  ;  which  his  friends  would  not  let  him 
fend  ;  but  was  a  very  good  one.  Ke  is  very  chearful  ; 
but  gives  one  no  hopes,  nor  has  any,  to  give.  I 
went  into  the  city,  and  there  I  dined, 

*  This  prefbyterian  teacher  was  Mr,  Shouuer,  ViJe 
his  letter  to  thi^  lord  hv^h  treafurer  Oxfordy  and  n:y  lo'-d 
treariiru's  anfwer,  \w  the  Colle^lion  of  Letters  printed 
by  Johijicn,  1765,  NO.  6  and  7. 

23.  Morn* 
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^J.  Morning.  As  I  was  dreffing  to  go  to 
church,  a  friend  that  was  to  fee  me,  advifed  mc 
not  to  ftir  out ;  fo  I  fhall  keep  at  home  to-day, 
and  only  eat  fome  broth,  if  1  can  get  it.  It  is  a 
terrible  cold  froft,  and  fnow  fell  yefterday,  which 
ftill  remains,  look,  there  you  may  fee  it  from  the 
pent-houfes.  The  lords  made  yefterday  two  or 
three  votes  about  Peace,  and  Hanovery  of  a  very 
angry  kind,  to  vex  the  miniftry,  and  they  will  meet 
Iboner  by  a  fortnight  than  the  commons  :  and 
they  fay,  are  preparing  fome  knocking  addrefles. 
Morrow,,  firrahs.  I'll  fit  at  home,  and  when  I 
go  to  bed,  I  will  tell  you  how  I  am. —  I  have  fat 
at  home  all  day,  and  ..eaten  only  a  mefs  of  broth 
2nd  a  roll.  1  have  written  a  Prophecy^  which  I 
^efrgn  to  print 3  I  did  it  to-day,  and  fome  other 
verfes* 

24.  I  went  into  the  city  to-day  in  a  coach,  and 
dined  there.  My  cjld  is  going.  It  is  now  bitter 
hard  froft,  and  has  been  fo  thefe  three  or  four  days. 
Iviy  Praphecy*  is  printed,  and  will  be  publiftied 
after  Chrijhnas  day;  I  like  it  mightily;  I  don't 
know  how  it  will  pafs.  You  will  never  under- 
ftand  it  at  your  diflance,  without  help.  I  be- 
lieve every  body  Vv^ll  gucfs  it  to  be  mine,  becaufe 
it  is  fomewhat  in  the  fame  manner  with  that  of 
Merlin  in  the  Alifce/IarJes.  My  lord  privy-feal 
fet  out  this  day  for  Holland:  he'll  have  a  cold 
journey.  I  gave  Patrick  half  a  crown  for  his 
CbrifimaS'boXy  on  condition  he  would  be  good, 
and  he  came  home  drunk  at  midnight.  I  have 
taken  a  memorandum  of  it ;  becaufe  I  never  de- 
fign  to  give  him  a  groat  more,    'Tis  cruel  cold. 

25.  1  wifli  deareft  MD  a  merry  Chrijlmas,  and 
many  a  one ;  but  mine  is  melancholy  :  I  durft 


•  The  m^d/or  Prophecy.   Vide  his  Works. 

not 


fiot  go  to  church  to-day,  finding  itiyfelf  a  little 
out  of  order,  and  it  fnowing  prodigioufly,  and 
freezing.    At  noon  I  went  to  Mrs.  Fan,  who 
had  this  week  engaged  me  to  dine  there  to-day: 
and  there  I  received  the  news,  that  poor  Mrs.  Lor2g 
died  at  Lynn  in  Norfolk  on  Saturday  laft,  at  four 
in  the  morning ;   flue  was  fick  but  four  hours. 
We  fuppofe  it  was  the  afthma,  which  fhe  was 
fubjedt  to  as  well  as  the  dropfy,  as  Ihe  fent  me 
word  in  her  laft  letter,  written  about  five  weeks 
ago  ;  but  then  faid  Ihe  was  recovered.    I  never 
was  more  affll£led  at  any  death.    The  poor  crea- 
ture had  retired  to  Lynn  two  years  ago,  to  live 
cheap,  and  pay  her  debts.     In  her  laft  letter 
llie  told  me  fhe  hoped  to  be  eafy  by  Chrijimas ;  and 
fhe  kept  her  word,  although  fhe  meant  it  otherwife. 
She  had  all  forts  of  amiable  qualities,  and  no  ill 
ones,  but  the  indifcretion  of  too  much  negle£ling' 
her  own  affairs.    She  had  two  thoufand  pounds 
left  her  by  an  old  grandmother,  with  which  fhe 
intended  to  pay  her  debts,  and  live  on  an  annuity 
fl}e  had  of  one  hundred  pounds  a  year,  and  New- 
burg'houfe,  which  would  be  about  fixty  pounds 
more.    That  odious  grandmother  living  fo  long, 
forced  her  to  retire  ;  for  the  two  thoufand  pounds 
was  fettled  on  her  after  the  old  woman's  death, 
yet  her  brute  of  a  brother.  Sir  James  Long,  would 
not  advance  it  for  her;   elfe  flie  might  have  paid 
her  debts,  and  continued  here,  and  lived  ftill :  I 
believe  melancholy  helped  her  on  to  her  grave.  I 
have  ordered  a  paragraph  to  be  put  in  the  Pq/I-boyy 
giving  an  account  of  her  death,  and  making  ho- 
nourable mention  of  her ;  which  is  all  I  can  do  to 
ferve  her  memory:  but  one  reafon  was  fpite;  for, 
her  brother  would  fain  have  her  death  a  fecret, 
to  fave  the  charge  of  bringing  her  up  here  to  bury 
her^  or  going  into  mourning.    Pardon  all  this. 
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for  the  fake  of  a  poor  creature  I  had  fo  much 
frJendfliip  for. 

26.  I  went  to  Mr.  fecretary  this  morning, 
and  he  would  have  me  dine  with  him.  I  called 
at  noon  at  Mrs.  Majham?^^  who  defired  me  not 
to  let  the  l^rephefy  be  pub! idled,  for  fear  of  anger- 
ing the  queen  about  the  duchefs  of  Somerfet ;  fo  I 
writ  to  the  printer  to  ftop  them.  They  have  been 
printed  and  given  about,  but  not  fold.  I  faw 
lord  treafurer  there,  w^ho  had  been  two  hours  with 
the  queen  ;  and  Mrs.  Maft.am  is  in  hopes  things 
will  do  well  again.  I  v/ent  at  night  again,  and 
fupped  at  Mr.  Mcifiams^  and  lord  treafurer  fat 
with  us  till  one  o'clock.    So  'tis  late,  ^c, 

27.  [  entertained  our  Society  at  the  Thatched^ 
iGiifeTavcrn  to-day  at  dinner  ;  but  brother  Bathiirjl 
fent  for  wine,  the  houfe  arForning  none.  The 
printer  had  not  received  my  letter,  and  fo  he 
brought  us  dozens  apiece  of  the  Prophefy\  but  I 
ordered  him  to  part  with  no  more.  *Tis  an  ad- 
mirable good  one,  and  people  are  mad  for  it  The 
frofl  (till  continues  violently  cold.  Mrs.  Mojham 
invited  me  to  come  to-night  and  play  at  cards; 
but  our  Society  did  not  part  ti'l  nine.  But  I  fup- 
ped with  Mrs.  /////,  her  fider,  and  there  was 
Mrs.  Majham  and  lord  treafurer,  and  we  ftayed 
till  twelve*  He  is  endeavouring  to  get  a  majority 
againfl:  next  ^m'/7<?/2/.^y,  when  the  houfe  of  lords 
IS  to  meet,  and  the  Whigs  intend  to  make  fome  vio- 
lent addrefft's  againfl  a  Peace,  if  not  prevented. 
God  knows  what  will  become  of  us. — It  is  flill 
prodigioufly  cold ;  but  fo  I  told  you  already.  We 
have  eggs  on  the  fpit,  I  v^ifh  they  may  not  be  ad- 
dle. When  I  came  home  to-ni'^^ht  I  found,  for- 
footh,  a  letter  from  MD^  N.  24,  24,  24,  24 ;  there, 
do  you  knov/  the  number  now  ?  and  at  the  fame 
time  one  from  Joey  full  of  thanks :  let  him  know 

I  have 
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1  have  received  It,  and  am  glad  of  his  fuccefs,  but 
won't  put  him  to  the  charge  of  a  letter.  I  had 
a  letter  fome  time  ago  from  Mr.  Warburton  *,  and 
I  beg  one  of  you  will  copy  out  what  I  fliall  tell 
you,  and  fend  it  by  fome  opportunity  to  Warlurtcn» 
'Tis  as  follows  \  The  Dr.  has  received  Mr.  Waf^ 
burtons  letter,  and  defires  he  will  let  the  Dr"- 
know,  where  that  accident  he  mentions  is  like 
fcon  to  happen,  and  he  will  do  what  he  can  in  it. 
-—And  pray,  madam,  let  them  know,  that  1  do 
this  to  fave  myfelf  the  trouble,  and  them  the  ex- 
pence,  of  a  letter. — And  I  think  this  is  enough 
for  one  that  comes  home  at  twelve  from  a  lord 
treafurer  and  Mrs,  Majharru  Oh,  I  could  tell 
you  ten  thoufand  things  of  our  mad  politicks, 
upon  what  fmall  circumftances  great  affairs  have 
turned.    But  I  will  go  reft  my  bufy  head. 

28.  I  was  this  morning  with  brother  Baihurfl 
to  fee  the  duke  of  Ormond,  We  have  given  his 
grace  fome  hopes  to  be  one  of  our  Society.  The 
I'ecrctary  and  1  and  Bathurjl  are  to  dine  with  him 
on  Sunday  next.  The  duke  is  not  in  much  hopes, 
but  has  been  very  bufy  in  endeavouring  to  bring 
over  fome  lords  againft  next  IVednejday.  The 
duchefs  catched  me  as  I  was  going  out;  (he  is 
fadly  in  fear  about  things,  and  blames  me  for 
not  mending  them  by  my  credit  with  lord  trea- 
furer ;  and  I  blame  her.  She  met  me  in  the 
ftreet  at  noon,  and  engaged  me  to  dine  with  her, 
which  I  did  ;  and  we  talked  an  hour  after  dinner 
in  her  clofet.  If  wx  mifcarry  on  Wedmfdoy^  I 
believe  it  will  be  by  fome  ftrange  fort  of  negleii. 
They  talk  of  making  eight  new  lords,  by  calling 
up  fome  peers  eldc^ft  fons  j  but  they  delay  ftrange- 
ly.    I  {2i\Y  ]udgQ  Coote  to-day  at  the  duke  of  Or- 

*  The  Dr.'s  curate  at  Laracor. 

mond\  I 
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fn0n$^\  he  dcfires  to  come  and  fee  me,  tdjuftify 
bis  principles. 

29.  Morning.  This  goes  to-day,  I  will  not 
anfwer  yours,  your  24th,  till  my  next,  which  fliall 
begin  to-night,  as  ufual.  Lord  Shelburn  has  fent  to 
invite  me  to  dinner,  but  I  am  engaged  with  Lewis 
zt  Ned  Southwell's.  Lord  Northampton  and  lord 
Aylejhury%  fons  are  both  made  peers ;  but  we  fliall 
want  more.  I  write  this  poft  to  your  dean.  I  owe 
the  archbifliop  a  letter  this  long  time.  All  people 
that  come  from  /r^/^w^ complain  of  him,  and  fcold 
me  for  protefting  him.  Pray  madam  Dinghy^  let 
me  know  what  Prejlo  has  received  for  this  year, 
or  whether  any  thing  is  due  to  him  for  laft  :  I  can- 
not look  over  your  former  letters  now.  As  for 
Dingle own  account  of  her  exchequer  money, 
I  will  give  it  on  t'other  fide.  Farewel,  my  own 
deareft  MD^  and  love  Prejio  ;  and  God  ever  blefs 
deareft  MD^  iffc.  i^c.  I  wifli  you  many  happy 
Chrijlmojfes  and  New-Tears. 

I  have  owned  to  the  dean  a  letter  I  juft  had 
from  you  j  but  that  I  had  not  one  this  great  while 
before. 


Dingky*s  account. 

Received  of  Mr.  Tookej     -     -  -6176 

DeducSled  for  entering  the  letter  ofl  , 

S-o   2  6 

attorney,    -       -       -  -  J 

For  the  three  half  crowns  it  ufed  to^ 

coft  you,  I  don't  know  why  nor  >  o  76 
wherefore,        -       -       -       -  j 
For  exchange  to  Ireland^       -      -     o  lO  o 
For  coach-hire,       -       •      -  026 


In  all,  juft  800 


So 


(  ) 

So  there's  your  money,  and  we  are  both  even: 
for  I'll  pay  you  no  more  than  that  dght  pounds 
JriJI}^  and  pray  be  fatisfied. 

Churchwarden's  accounts,  boys* 

Saturday  night.  I  have  broke  open  my  letter, 
and  tore  it  into  the  bargain ,  to  let  you  know, 
that  we  are  all  fafe ;  the  queen  has  made  no  lefs 
than  twelve  lords  to  have  a  majority;  nine  new- 
ones,  the  other  three  peers  fons ;  and  has  turned 
out  the  duke  of  SomerfeL  She  is  awaked  at  laS:^ 
and  fo  is  lord  treafurer  :  I  want  nothing  now  bat 
to  fee  the  duchefs  out*  But  we  fliaM  do  without 
her.  We  are  all  extremely  happy.  Give  me  joy, 
firrahs.  This  is  written  in  a  Cnffce^houfe.  Thr^ 
of  the  new  lords  are  of  our  Society* 

LETTER  XXXVIir. 

London,  Dec,  29,  1711* 

I  P  U  T  my  letter  in  this  evening,  after  comiiag 
from  dinner  at  Ned  Souihwell^^^  where  I  drank 
very  good  Irijh  wine,  and  we  were  in  great  joy 
at  this  happy  turn  of  affairs.  The  queen  has  been 
at  laft  perfuaded  to  her  own  intereft  and  fecurity, 
and  I  freely  think  flie  muft  have  made  both  her- 
felf  and  kingdom  very  unhappy,  if  Ihe  had  dorie 
cvtherwife.    It  is  ftill  a  mighty  fecret  \\\2it  Majhsm 
is  to  be  one  of  the  new  lords  ;   they  fay  he  does 
not  yet  know  it  him  felf ;  but  the  queen  is  to  fur- 
prife  him  with  it,    Mr.  fecretary  will  be  a  lord  at 
the  end  of  the  feifion  ;  but  they  want  him  ftill  m 
parliament.    After  all,  it  is  a  llrange  unhappy  ne- 
ceffity  of  making  fo  many  peers  together  ;  but  the 
queen  has  drawn  it  upon  herfdf,  by  her  con- 
founded 
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founded  trltnminj  and  moderation.  Three,  as  I 
told  you,  are  of  our  Society. 

30.  1  writ  the  dean  and  you  a  lie  yefterday ;  for 
the  duke  of  Somerfet  is  not  yet  turned  out.  I  was 
to-day  at  Courts  and  relblved  to  be  very  civil  to 
the  Whigs  ;  but  faw  few  there.  When  I  was  in 
the  bed-chamber  talkin>>  to  lord  Roche(ier\  he 
went  up  to  lady  Burlington^  v/ho  afl^ed  him,  who 
I  was;  and  lady  Sunderland  and  fhe  whifpered 
about  me  :  I  defired  lord  Rochejicr  to  tell  lady  Sun- 
derland^ I  doubted  fhe  was  not  as  much  in  love 
with  me  as  1  was  with  her  ;  but  he  would  not 
deliver  my  mefl'age.  The  duchefs  of  ShrevjfOury 
came  running  up  to  me,  and  clapt  her  fan  up  to 
hide  us  from  the  company,  and  we  gave  one  ano- 
ther joy  of  this  change  ;  but  fighed,  when  we  re- 
flecSted  on  the  Somerfet  family  not  being  out.  The 
Secretary  and  1,  and  br.  ther  Bathurjjy  and  lord 
Windjor^  dined  with  the  duke  of  Ormond.  Ba- 
thurji  and  Windfor  are  to  be  two  of  the  new  lords. 
I  defired  lord  Radnor's  brother,  at  Court  to-day, 
to  let  my  lord  know  I  vvould  call  on  him  at  fix, 
-which  I  did,  and  was  arguing  with  him  three  hours 
to  bring  him  over  to  us,  and  I  fpoke  fo  clofely, 
that  1  believe  he  will  be  tractable ;  but  he  is  a 
fcoundrel,  and  though  I  faid  I  only  talked  for  my 
love  to  him,  I  told  a  lie  ;  for  I  did  not  care  if 
he  v/ere  hanged  :  but  every  one  gained  over  is 
of  confequence.  The  duke  of  Marlborough  was 
at  Court  to-day,  and  no  body  hardly  took  notice 
of  him.  .'^^^^^;;2's  being  a  lord  begins  to  take 
wind  :  nothing  at  Court  can  be  kept  a  fecret. 
Wednefday  will  be  a  great  day :  you  (hall  know 
more. 

31.  Our  froft  is  broken  fmce  yefterday,  and  it 
is  very  flabbeiy  s  yet  I  walked  to  the  city  and 

dinea, 
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dined,  and  ordered  fome  things  with  the  printer.  1 
have  fettled  Dr.  King  in  the  Gazette ;  it  will  be 
worth  two  hundred  pounds  a  year  to  him.  Our 
new  lords  patents  are  pafled  :  I  don't  like  the  expe- 
dient, if  we  could  have  found  any  other.  I  fee  I 
have  faid  this  before.  I  hear  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough is  turned  out  of  all  his  employments  :  I  ftiall 
know  to-morrow,  when  lam  to  carry  Dr.  King  to 
dine  with  the  fecretary. — Thefe  are  itrong  reme- 
dies; pray  God  the  patient  is  able  to  bear  them. 
The  laft  miniftry  people  are  utterly  defperate. 

Jan,  I.  Now  I  wifh  my  dearefl:  little  MD  many 
happy  New-years  ;  yes,  both  Dinghy  and  Stella^ 
aye  and  Prejio  too,  many  happy  new-years.  I 
dined  with  the  fecretary,  and  it  is  true  that  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  is  turned  out  of  all.  The  duke 
of  Orrnond  has  got  his  regiment  of  Foot-guards^  I 
know  not  who  has  the  reft.  If  the  miniftry  be 
not  fure  of  a  Peace,  I  (hall  wonder  at  this  ftep, 
and  do  not  approve  it  at  beft.  The  queen  and 
lord  treafurer  mortally  hate  the  duke  of  Marlbo^ 
rovgh^  and  to  that  he  owes  his  fall,  more  than 
his  other  faults ;  unlefs  he  has  been  tampering 
too  far  with  his  party,  of  which  I  have  not  heard 
any  particulars  \  however  it  be,  the  world  abroad 
will  blame  us.  I  confefs  my  belief,  that  he  has 
not  one  good  quality  in  the  world  befides  that  of 
a  general,  and  even  that  I  have  heard  denied  by 
feveral  great  foldier-.  But  we  have  had  conftant 
fuccefs  in  arms  while  he  commanded.  Opinion 
is  a  mighty  matter  in  war,  and  I  doubt  but  the 
French  think  it  impoflible  to  conquer  an  army 
that  he  leads,  and  our  foldiers  think  the  fame; 
and  how  far  even  this  ftep  may  encourage  the 
French  to  play  tricks  with  us,  no  man  knows.  I 
do  not  love  to  fee  perfonal  refentment  mix  with 
public  affairs. 
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2.  This  being  the  day  the  lords  meet,  and  the  new 
peers  to  be  introduced,  I  went  to  Wejtminfter  to  fee 
the  fight;  but  the  crowd  was  too  great  in  the  houfe. 
So  I  only  went  into  the  robing-room,  to  give  my 
four  brothers  joy,  and  Sir  Tho?nas  Manfel^  and 
lord  Windfor ;  the  other  fix  I  am  not  acquainted 
with.  It  was  apprehended  the  Whigs  would  have 
raifed  feme  difficulties,  but  nothing  happened.  I 
went  to  fee  lady  Mafljam  at  noon,  and  wifli  her 
ioy  of  her  new  honour,  and  a  happy  New-year.  I 
found  her  very  v/ell  pleafed  ;  for  peerage  will  be 
fome  fore  of  protection  to  her  upon  any  turn  of 
affairs.  She  engaged  me  to  come  at  night,  and 
fup  with  her  and  lord  treafurer;  I  went  at  nine, 
and  flie  was  not  at  home,  fo  I  would  not  ftay.— 
No,  no,  I  won't  anfv/er  your  letter  yet,  young 
women.  I  dined  with  a  friend  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, I  fee  nothing  here  like  Chrijlmas^  except 
brawn  or  mince- pies  in  places  where  I  dine,  and 
giving  away  my  half-crowns  like  farthings  to  great 
riiens  porters  and  butlers.  Yefterday  I  paid  feven 
good  guineas  to  the  fellow  at  the  tavern,  where  I 
ticated  the  Society.  I  have  a  great  mind  to  fend 
you  the  bill.  I  think  I  told  you  fome  articles,  I 
have  not  heard  whether  any  thing  was  done  in; 
the  houfe  of  lords  after  introducing  the  new 
ones,  i^^r^'has  been  fitting  with  me  till  peeaft 
tweeleve  a  clock. 

3.  This  was  our  Society  day,  lord  Dnpplin  was 
prefident ;  we  chufe  every  week  ;  the  lafi:  prefident 
treats  and  chupes  his  fucceflTor.  I  believe  bur  din- 
ner coft  fifteen  pounds  befides  wine.  The  fecrctary 
grew  brifk,  and  would  not  let  me  go,  nor  lord 
Lmfdown^  who  would  fain  have  go^ne  home  to  his 
lady,  being  newly  married  to  lady  Mary  Thynne. 
It  was  near  one  v/hen  we  parted ;  fo  you  muft 
think  I  can't  write  much  to-nigbt.    The  ad- 
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journing  of  the  houfe  of  lords  yefterclay,  as  the 
queen  defired,  was  juft  carried  by  the  twelve 
new  lords,  and  one  more.  Lord  Radnor  was  not 
there  ;  I  hope  I  have  cured  him.  Did  I  tell  you 
that  I  have  brought  Dr.  King  in  to  be  Gazetteer  ? 
it  will  be  worth  above  two  hundred  pounds  a  year 
to  him :  I  believe  I  told  you  fo  before,  but  I  am 
forgetful.  Go,  get  you  gone  to  ombre,  and  claret, 
and  toafted  oranges.    I'll  go  fleep. 

4.  I  cannot  get  rid  of  the  leavings  of  my  cold. 
I  was  in  the  city  to-day,  and  dined  with  my  printer, 
and  gave  him  a  ballad  made  by  feveral  hands,  I 
know  not  whom.  I  believe  lord  treafurer  had  a 
finger  in  it ;  I  added  three  ftanzas  y  I  fuppofe  Dr. 
Arbuthnott  had  the  greateft  fliare.  I  have  been 
overfeeing  fome  other  little  prints,  and  a  pamphlet 
made  by  one  of  my  underftrappers.  Sojnerfet  is 
not  out  yet.  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  have  the 
Prophecy  in  heland^  although  it  is  not  publiflied 
here,  only  printed  copies  given  to  friends.  Tell 
me,  do  you  underftand  it?  No,  faith,  not  with- 
out help.  Tell  me  what  you  ftick  at,  and  I'll 
explain.  We  turned  out  a  member  of  our  Society 
yefterday  for  grofs  negle6l  and  non-attendance.  I 
writ  to  him  by  order  to  give  him  notice  of  it. 
It  is  Tom.  Harley^  fecretary  to  the  treafurer,  and 
coufm-german  to  lord  treafurer.  He  is  going  to 
Hanover  from  the  queen.  1  am  to  give  the  duke 
of  Orrnond  notice  of  his  eledlion  as  foon  as  I  can 
fee  him. 

5.  I  went  this  morning  with  a  parlfliioner  of 
mine,  one  Nuttal^  who  came  over  here  for  a  le- 
gacy of  one  hundred  pounds,  and  a  rogiiifh  lawyer 
had  refufed  to  pay  him,  and  would  not  believe 
he  was  the  man.  I  writ  to  the  lawyer  a  fharp 
letter,  that  I  had  taken  Nuital  into  my  prote^^lion, 
{and  was  refolved  to  ftand  by  him  3   and  the  next 
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news  was,  that  the  lawyer  defired  I  would  meet 
him,  and  atteft  he  was  the  man,  which  I  did,  and 
his  money  v/as  paid  upon  the  fpot.  I  then  vifited 
lord  treafurer,  who  is  now  right  again,  and  all 
well,  only  that  the  Sorrier  jet  family  is  not  out  yet.  I 
hate  that ;  1  don't  like  it,  as  the  nian  faid  by,  l^c. 
Then  I  went  and  vifited  poor  WtlU  Congreve^  who 
had  a  Ft  inch  fellow  tampering  with  one  of  his  eyes ; 
he  is  almoft  blind  of  both.  I  dined  with  fome 
merchan  t  in  the  city,  but  could  not  fee  Stratford^ 
with  whom  I  had  bufinefs^  Prejio^  leave  off  your 
impertinence,  and  anfwer  our  letter,  fayth  MD. 
Yes,  yes,  one  of  thefe  days,  when  I  have  nothing 
elfe  to  do.  Oh,  faith,  this  letter  is  a  week  writ- 
ten, and  not  one  fide  done  yet. — Thefe  ugly  fpots 
are  not  tobacco,  but  this  is  the  laft  gilt  fheet  I 
have  of  large  paper,  therefore  hold  your  tongue. 
Nuital  was  furprifed,  when  they  gave  him  bits  of 
paper  inftead  of  money ;  but  1  made  Ben»  Tooke 
put  him  in  his  geers :  he  could  not  reckon  ten 
pounds,  but  was  puzzled  with  the  IriJ})  way.  •  Ben, 
Tooke  and  my  printer  have  defired  me  to  make 
them  ftationers  to  the  ordnance,  of  which  lord 
Rivers  is  mafter  inftead  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough. 
Jt  will  be  a  hundred  pounds  a  year  a-piece  to 
them,  if  I  can  get  it.    I  will  try  to-morrow. 

6.  I  went  this  morning  to  earl  Rivers^  gave  him 
joy  of  his  new  employment,  and  defired  him  to 
prefer  my  printer  and  bookftfller  to  be  ftationers 
to  his  office.  He  immediately  granted  it  me;  but, 
like  an  old  courtier,  told  me  it  was  wholly  on 
my  account,  but  that  he  heard  I  had  intended 
to  engage  Mr.  fecretary  to  fpeak  to  him,  and  de- 
fired I  would  engage  him  to  do  fo;  but  that  how- 
ever he  did  it  only  for  my  fake.  This  is  a  court 
trick,  to  oblige  as  many  as  you  can  at  once.  I 
read  prayers  to  pog-i*  Mrs.  IVef.cy  (who  is  very 
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much  out  of  order)  inftead  of  going  to  church jf 
and  then  I  went  to  Courts  which  1  found  very  full, 
in  expedlation  of  feeing  prince  Eugene^  who  landed 
laft  night,  and  lies  Leicejier-Houfe  i  but  he  was 
not  to  fee  the  queen  till  fix  this  evening.  I  hope 
and  believe  he  comes  too  late  to  do  the  Whigs  any 
good.  I  refufed  dining  with  the  fecretary,  and 
was  like  to  lofe  my  dinner-,  which  was  at  a 
private  acquaintance's.  I  went  at  fix  to  fee  the 
prince  at  Court ;  but  he  was  gone  in  to  the  queen  ; 
and  when  he  came  out,  Mr.  fecretary,  who  intro- 
duced him,  walked  fo  near  him,  that  he  quite 
fcreened  him  from  me  with  his  great  periwig.  I'll 
tell  you  a  good  pafiage :  As  prince  Eugene  was 
going  with  Mr.  fecretary  to  Courts  he  told  the 
fecretary,  that  Hoffman^  the  emper-or^s  refident, 
faid  to  his  highnefs,  that  it  was  not  proper  to  go 
to  Court  without  a  long  wig,  and  his  was  a  tyed- 
up  one;  Now,  fays  the  prince,  I  knew  not  what  to 
do;  for  I  never  had  a  long  periwig  in  my  life;, 
and  I  have  fent  to  all  my  valets  and  footmen  toi 
fee  whether  any  of  them  have  one,  that  I  might 
borrow  it ;  bur  none  of  them  has  any. — Was  not 
this  fpoken  very  greatly  with  fome  fort  of  con- 
tempt ?  But  the  fecretary  faid.  It  was  a  thing  of 
no  confequence,  and  only  obfcrved  by  gentlemcn- 
ufhers.  I  fupped  with  lord  Majhaniy  where  lord 
treafurer  and  Mr.  fecretary  fupped  with  us  ;  the 
firft  left  us  at  twelve,  but  the  reft  did  not  part  till 
two ;  yet  I  .have  written  all  this,  becaufe  it  is 
frefti:  and  now  Til  go  fleep,  if  I  can;  that  is,  I 
believe  I  lhall,  becaufe  1  have  drank  a  little. 

7.  I  was  this  morning  to  give  the  duke  of  Or- 
inond  notice  of  the  honour  done  him  to  make  him 
one  of  our  Society,  and  to  invite  him  on  Thurfday 
next  to  'the  Thatcbed-houfe :  he  has  accepted  ic 
y/it^  the  gratitude  and  humility  fuch  a  prefer- 
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ment  deferves ;  but  cannot  come  till  the  next 
meeting,  becaufe  prince  Eugene  is  to  dine  with 
him  that  day;  which  I  allowed  for  a  good  ex- 
cufe,  and  will  report  accordingly.  1  dined  with 
lord  Ma/haniy  and  fat  there  till  eight  this  even^ 
ing ;  and  came  home,  becaufe  I  was  not  very 
well,  but  a  little  griped ;  but  now  I  am  well 
again,  I  will  not  go,  at  leaft  but  very  feldom, 
to  lord  Majham^  fuppers.  Lord  treafurer  is  ge- 
nerally there,  and  that  tempts  me  ;  but  late  fitting 
up  does  not  agree  with  me;  there's  the  fhort  and 
the  long,  and  I  won't  do  it ;  fo  take  your  anfwer, 
dear  little  young  women  ;  and  1  have  no  more 
to  fay  to  you  to-night,  becaufe  of  the  archbifliop  ; 
for  1  am  going  to  write  a  long  letter  to  him  ;  but 
TiCt  fo  politickly  as  formerly  :  I  won't  truft  him. 

8.  Well ;  then  come,  let  us  fee  this  letter ;  if 
I  muft  anfwer  it,  I  muft.  What's  here  now?  Ye^ 
faith,  I  lamented  my  birth-day*  two  days  after, 
and  that's  all  ;  and  you  rhyme,  m.adam  Stella \ 
were  thofe  verfes  made  upon  my  birth-day  ?  Faith, 
when  I  read  them,  1  had  them  running  in  my  head 
all  the  day,  and  faid  them  over  a  thoufand  times ; 
they  drank  your  health  in  all  their  glafles,  and 
wifhed,  If^c,  I  could  not  get  them  out  of  my  head. 
What ;  no,  I  believe  it  was  not ;  what  do  I  fay 
upon  the  eighth  of  December?  Compare,  and  fee 
whether  I  fay  fo.  I  am  glad  of  Mrs.  Stoyt/s  re- 
covery, heartily  glad  :  your  Dolly  Manley^  and  bi- 
fticp  of  Cloyneh  child  I  have  no  concern  about :  I 
am  forry  in  a  civil  way,  that's  all.  Yes,  yes,  Sir 
George  St,  George  dead.  Go,  cry,  madam  Dingley ; 
I  have  written  to  the  dean.  Raymond  will  be  rich, 
for  he  has  the  building  itch.    I  wifli  all  he  has 

*  Dr.  S'^juift,  upon  his  birth-day,  ufed  always  to  read 
the  tl;ird  chapter  of  Job, 
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got  may  put  him  out  of  debt.  Poh,  I  have  fires 
Jike  light'ning ;  they  coft  me  twelvepence  a  week, 
befides  fmall-coal.  I  have  got  four  nev/  caps, 
madam,  very  fine  and  convenient,  w^Ith  ftriped 
cambrick,  inftead  of  muflin  ;  fo  Patrick  need  not 
mend  them,  but  take  the  old  ones.  Stella  fnatch- 
ed  Dinghy  s  words  out  of  her  pen  ;  Prejlo  a  cold  ? 
why  all  the  world  here  is  dead  with  them  :  I  never 
had  any  thing  like  it  in  my  life ;  'tis  not  gone 
in  five  weeks.  I  hope  Leigh  is  v/ith  you  before 
this,  and  has  brought  your  box  :  how  do  you  like 
the  ivory  rafp  ?  Stella  is  angry ;  but  I'll  have  a 
finer  thing  for  her.  Is  not  the  apron  as  good  ? 
I'm  fure  I  fliall  never  be  paid  it :  fo  all's  v/ell 
again.  What  the  quarrel  with  Sir  yohn  IValters? 
Why,  we  had  not  one  word  of  quarrel ;  only  he 
railed  at  me  when  I  was  gone.  And  lord  keeper 
and  treafurer  teazed  me  for  a  week  \  it  was  nuts 
to  them  :  a  ferious  thing  with  a  vengeance.  The 
IVhigs  may  fell  their  eftates  then,  or  hang  them- 
felves,  as  they  are  difpofed;  for  a  Peace  there  will 
be.  Lord  treafurer  told  me,  that  Conolly  was  go- 
ing to  Hanover,  Your  provoft  is  a  coxcomb. 
Stella  is  a  good  girl  for  not  being  angry  when  I 
tell  her  of  her  fpelling;  I  fee  none  wrong  in  this. 
God  Almighty  be  praifed  that  your  diforders 
leffeh,  it  encreafes  my  hopes  mightily  that 
they  will  go  ofF.  And  have  you  been  plagued 
with  the  fear  of  the  plague  ?  Never  mind  thofe 
reports ;  I  have  heard  them  five  hundred  times. 
Replevin  Replevin^  fimpleton,  'tis  Dingley  I  mean  ; 
but  it  is  a  hard  word,  and  fo  I'll  excufe  it.  I  ftated 
Dingley  s  accounts  in  my  laft.  I  forgot  Catherine's 
fevenpenny  dinner.  I  hope  it  was  beef- freaks  j  I'll 
call  and  eat  them  in  Spring:  but  goody  Stoyte  mud, 
give  me  coflfee,  or  green  tea,  for  I  drink  no  bohea* 
Well,  aye,  the  pamphlet ;  but  there  are  fome  ad- 
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ditions  to  the  fourth  edition  :  the  fifth  edition  was 
of  four  thoufand,  in  a  fmaller  print,  fold  f  r  fix- 
pence.  Yes,  I  had  the  twenty  pound  bill  from 
Parvifol ;  and  what  tiien  ?  Pray  now  eat  the  La- 
racor  apples  \  I  beg  you  not  to  keep  them,  but 
telj  me  what  they  are.  You  have  had  Tookes  bill 
in  my  laft.  -  And  fo  ther^  now,  your  whole  letter 
is  anfwered.  I  tell  you  what  I  do;  I  lay  your 
letter  before  me,  and  take  it  in  order,  and  anfv/er 
what  is  neceffary;  and  fo,  and  fo.  Well;  when 
1  expe£led  we  were  all  undone,  I  defigned  to  re- 
tire for  fix  months,  and  then  fteal  over  to  Laraccr\ 
and  I  had  in  my  mouth  a  thoufand  times  two  lines 
of  Shake/pear^  where  cardinal  IVolfey  fays  j 

A  weak  old  man  battered  with  ftorr^s  of  flate. 
Is  come  to  lay  his  weary  bones  among  you.'* 

I  beg  your  pardon,  I  have  cheated  you  all  this  mar- 
gin; \  did  not  perceive  it ;  and  1  went  on  wider 
and  wider  like  Stella  \  aukward  fluts,  Jhe  writes  fo 
fo^  there  :^  that's  as  like  as  two  eggs  a  pennv.— 
A  weak  old  man^  now  I  am  faying  it,  and  fhall 
till  to-morrow. — The  duke  of  Marlborough  fays. 
There  is  nothing  he  now  defires  fo  mucha^  to  con- 
trive fome  way  how  to  foften  Dr.  Swift.  He  is 
miftaken  ;  for  thofe  things  that  have  been  hardeft 
againft  him  were  not  written  by  me.  Mr,  fecre- 
tary  told  me  this  from  a  friend  of  the  duke's ;  and 
I'm  fure  now  he  is  down,  I  (hall  not  trample  oa 
him ;  although  I  love  him  not,  I  diflike  his  being 
out. — Bernage  was  to  fee  me  this  morning,  and 
gave  fome  very  indifferent  excufes  for  not  calling 
here  fo  long.  I  care  not  two-pence.  Prince 
JLugcne  did  not  dine  with  the  duke  Marlborough 

^  Thefe  words  in  the  manufcript  imitate  Stellas  \vr;t- 
ing,  and  are  Hoped  the  wrong  vyajr. 
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on  Sunday^  but  was  laft  night  at  lady  Baty  Ger-^ 
mains  allemblee,  and  a  vail  number  of  ladies  to 
fee  him.  Mr.  Lewis  and  I  dined  with  a  private 
friend.  I  was  this  morning  to  fe^  the  duke  of 
Ormond^  who  appointed  me  to  meet  him  at  the 
Cockpit  at  one,  but  never  came.  I  fat  too  fome 
time  wi.h  the  duchefs.  We  don't  like'  things 
very  well  yet.  I  am  come  home  early,  and  going 
to  be  bufy.    Til  go  write. 

9.  I  could  not  go  fleep  laft  night  till  paft 
two,  and  was  waked  before  three  by  a  noife  of 
people  endeavouring  to  break  open  my  v/indow  ; 
for  a  while  I  would  not  ftir,  thinking  it  might  be 
my  imagination ;  but  hearing  the  noife  conti- 
nued, I  rife  and  went  to  the  v/indow,  and  then  it 
ceafed  :  I  went  to  bed  again,  and  heard  it  repeated 
more  violently  ;  then  I  rife,  and  called  up  the  houfe, 
and  o;ot  a  candle  :  the  rogues  had  lifted  up  the  falh 
a  yard ;  there  are  great  Iheds  before  my  windows, 
although  my  lodgings  be  a  (lory  hij>^h  ;  and  if  they 
get  upon  the  (beds  they  are  aimoft  even  with  my 
window.    We  obferved  thtir  track,  and  panes  of 
glafs  frefli  broken.    The  watchmen  told  us  to- 
day, they  faw  them,  but  could  not  catch  them: 
they  attacked  others  in  the  neighbourhood,  about 
the  fame  time,  and  aflually  robbed  a  houfe  in  Suf^ 
folk-Street^  which  is  the  next  ftreet  but  one  to  us. 
It  is  faid,  they  are  feamen  difcharged  from  fervice. 
I  went  up  to  call  my  man,  and  found  his  bed 
empty;   it  feems  he  often  lies  abroad.    I  chal- 
lenged him  this  mornitig  as  one  of  the  robbers. 
He  is  a  fad  dog ;  and  the  minute  1  come  to  Ireiani 
I  will  difcard  him.    I  have  this  day  got  double 
iron  bars  to  every  window  in  my  dining-room  and 
bed-chamber;  and  I  hide  my  purfe  in  my  thread 
ftocking  between  the  bed's  head  and  the  wainfcot. 
liezvis  and  I  dined  with  an  old  Scotch  friend,  who 

brouciht 
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brought  the  duke  of  Douglafs^  and  three  or  four 
more  Scots  upon  us. 

10.  This  was  our  Society  day  you  know;  but 
the  duke  of  Ormond  could  not  be  with  us,  becaufe 
he  dined  with  prince  Eugene,  It  coft  me  a  guinea 
contribution  to  a  poet,  who  had  made  a  copy  of 
verfes  upon  monkies,  applying  the  ftory  to  the 
duke  of  Ma7'lborotigh  \  the  reft  gave  two  guineas, 
except  the  two  phyficians,  who  followed  my  ex- 
ample. I  don't  l.ke  this  cuttom  ;  the  next  time 
I  will  give  nothing.  I  fat  this  evening  at  lord 
.Majhams  with  lord  treafurer :  I  don't  like  his 
countenance  ;  nor  I  don't  like  the  pofture  of  things 
well.  We  cannot  be  ftout,  ^ iW  Somerfet's  O'dX., 
as  the  old  faying  is. 

11.  Mr.  Levjis  and  I  dined  with  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  who  eats  the  moft  elegantly 
of  any  man  I  know  in  town  :  I  walkt  luftily  in 
the  Park  by  moon-fhine  till  eight,  to  fhake  off  my 
dinner  and  wine  ;  and  then  went  to  fup  at  Mr, 
DomvUle^s  with  Ford^  and  ftaid  till  twelve.  It  is 
told  me  to  day  as  a  great  fecret,  that  the  duke  of 
Somerfet  will  be  out  foon  ;  that  the  thing  is  fixt ; 
but  what  (hall  we  do  with  the  duchefs?  They  fay, 
the  duke  will  make  her  leave  the  queen  out  of 
fpight  if  he  be  out.  It  has  ftuck  upon  that  Fear 
a  good  while  already.  Well,  but  Lewis  gave 
me  a  letter  from  MD^  N.  25.  O  Lord,  1  did 
not  expecl  one  this  fortnight,  faith.  You  are 
mighty  good,  that's  certain  ;  but  I  won't  anfwer 
it,  becaufe  this  goes  to-morrow,  only  what  you  fay 
cf  the  printer  being  taken  up ;  I  value  it  not ;  all's 
fafe  there;  nor  do  I  fear  anything,  unlefs  the  mi- 
ni firy  he  changed;  I  hope  that  danger  is  over. 
However,  I  (hall  be  in  Ireland  before  fuch  a  change ; 
v/hicli  could  not  be,  I  think,  till  the  end  of  the 
feliion,  if  the  IVhigs  defigns  had  gone  on.  Have 

not 
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not  you  an  apron  by  Leigh^  madam  Stella  ?  have 
you  all  1  mentioned  in  a  former  letter  ? 

12.  Morning.  This  goes  to-day  as  ufaal.  I 
think  of  going  into  the  city  ;  but  of  that  at 
night.  'Tis  fine  moderate  weather  thefe  two  or 
three  days  laft.    Farewel,  iffc. 

LETTER  XXXIX. 

London,  Jan,  12,  1711-12, 

w  HEN  I  fealed  up  my  letter  this  morning, 
I  lookc  upon  myfelf  to  be  not  worth  a  groat  in 
the  world.  Laft  night,  after  Mr.  Ford  and  I  left 
Do?nville^  Ford  defired  me  to  go  with  him  for  a 
minute  upon  earneft  bufinefs,  and  then  told  me 
that  both  he  and  I  were  ruined  :  for  he  had  trufted 
Stratford  with  five  hundred  pounds  for  tickets  for 
the  lottery,  and  he  had  been  with  Strafford^  who 
confefled  he  had  loft  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  by 
Sir  Stephen  Evans^  who  broke  laft  week ;  that  he 
concluded  Stratford  muft  break  too  ;  that  he  could 
not  get  his  tickets,  but  Stratford  made  him  feveral 
excufes,  which  feemed  very  blind  ones,  ^c.  And 
Stratford  hd.d  near  four  hundred  pounds  of  mine, 
to  buy  me  five  hundred  pounds  in  the  South-Sea 
company.  I  came  home  reflecting  a  little ;  nothing 
concerned  me  but  AID,  I  called  all  my  philofo- 
phy  and  religion  up  ;  and,  I  thank  God,  it  did  not 
keep  me  awake  beyond  my  ufual  time  above  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.  This  morning  I  fent  for 
Toohy  whom  I  had  employed  to  buy  the  ftock  of 
Stratford^  and  fettle  things  with  him.  He  told 
me,  I  was  fecure  ;  for  Stratford  had  transferred 
it  to  me  in  forrn  in  the  Soidh-Sca  houfe,  and  he 
had  accepted  it  for  me,  and  all  Vv^as  done  on  ftampt 
parchment.  However,  he  would  be  further  in- 
formed ; 
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formed ;  and,  at  night,  fent  me  a  note  to  confirm 
me.  However,  I  am  not  yet  fecure ;  and,  befides, 
am  in  pain  for  Ford^  whom  I  firft  brought  ac- 
quainted with  Stratford.    I  dined  in  the  city. 

13.  Domville  and  I  dined  with  Ford  to-day 
by  appointment:  the  lord  Manjel  told  me  at  court 
to-day,  that  I  was  engaged  to  him  :  but  Stratford 
had  promifed  Ford  to  meet  him  and  me  to-night 

/  at  Ford's  lodgings.  He  did  fo^  faid  he  had  hopes 
to  fave  himfelf  in  his  affair  with  Evans.  Ford 
afked  him  for  his  tickets :  he  faid  he  would  fend 
them  to  morrow;  but  looking  in  his  pocket-book, 
faid  he  believed  he  had  fome  of  them  about  him, 
and  gave  him  as  many  as  came  to  two  hundred 
pounds,  which  rejoiced  us  much  ;  befides,  he  i| 
talked  fo  frankly^  that  we  think  there  is  no 
danger.  I  a{ked  him,  Was  there  any  more  to  be 
fettled  between  us  in  my  affair ;  he  faid,  no  ;  and 
anfwered  my  qucftions  juft  as  Tooke  had  got  them 
from  oihers ;  fo  I  hope  1  am  fafe.  This  has  been 
a  fcurvy  affair.  I  believe  Stella  would  have  half 
laughed  at  me,  to  fee  a  fufpicious  fellow,  like  me, 
over-reached.  I  faw  prince  Eugene  to-day  at  Court ; 
I  don't  think  him  an  ugly  faced  fellow,  but  well  ^ 
enough,  and  a  good  fhape. 

14.  The  parliament  was  to  fit  to-day  5  and 
met ;  but  were  adjourned  by  the  queen's  direc- 
tions till  Thurfday,  Shedefigns  to  make  fome  im- 
portant fpeech  then.  She  pretended  illnefs :  but 
I  believe  they  were  not  ready,  and  they  expect 
fome  oppofition;  and  the  Scotch  lords  are  angry, 
and  mult  be  pacified,  I  was  this  morning  to  in- 
vite the  duke  of  Ormond  to  our  Society  on  Thurfday^ 
where  he  is  then  to  be  introduced.  He  h.-is  ap<- 
poin  ed  me  at  twelve  to-morrow  about  fome  bu- 

:   I  would  fain  have  his  help  to  impeach  a 
cercain  lord 3   but  I  doubt  we,  (hall  make  nothino; 
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of  It.  I  intended  to  have  dined  with  lord  treafurer, 
but  I  was  told  he  would  be  bufy;  fo  I  dined  with 
Mrs.  Fariy  and  at  night  I  fat  with  lord  Majham  till 
one.  Lord  treafurer  was  there,  and  chid  me  for 
not  dining  with  him:  he  was  in  very  good  hu- 
mour :  I  brought  home  two  flafks  of  Burgundy 
in  my  chair  :  I  wi(h  MD  had  them.  You  fee 
it  is  very  late  \  fo  I'll  go  to  bed,  and  bid  MD  good 
night, 

15.  This  morning  I  prefented  my  printer  and 
bookfeller  to  lord  Rivers^  to  be  ftationers  to  the 
Ordnance;  Stationers^  that's  the  word ;  I  did  not 
write  it  plain  at  firft.  I  believe  it  will  be  worth 
three  hundred  pounds  a  year  between  them.  This 
is  the  third  employment  I  have  got  for  them.  Rt^ 
vers  told  them,  the  Do£tor  commanded  him,  and 
he  durft  not  refufe  it.  I  would  have  dined  with 
lord  treafurer  to-day  again,  but  lord  Manfel  would 
not  let  me,  and  forced  me  home  with  him.  I  was 
very  deep  with  the  duke  of  Ormond  to-day  at  the 
Cockpit^  where  we  met  to  be  private ;  but  I  doubt 
I  cannot  do  the  mifchief  I  intended.  My  friend 
Penn  came  there.  Will.  Penn  the  quaker,  at  the 
bead  of  his  brethren,  to  thank  the  duke  for  his 
kindnefs  to  their  people  in  Ireland,  To  fee  a 
dozen  fcoundrels  with  their  hats  on,  and  the 
duke  complimenting  with  his  oft,  was  a  2;ood 
fight  enough.  I  fat  this  evening  with  Sir  WHUain 
Robinfony  who  has  mighty  often  invited  me  to  a 
bottle  of  wine  :  and  it  is  paft  twelve. 

16.  This  being /^/.T)',  Dr.  Freind?ini  I  went 
into  the  city  to  dine  late,  like  good  faftcrs.  JVly  / 
printer  and  bookfeller  v/ant  me  to  hook  in  another 
employment  for  them  in  the  Tozver^  becaufe  it 
was  enjoyed  before  by  a  ilationcr,  although  it 
be  to  ferve  the  Ordnance  with  oil,  tallow, 

and  is  worth  four  hundred  ^QVA\is  per  anTiiifn  more: 

I  will 
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I  win  try  what  I  can  do.  They  are  refolved  to 
aflc  feveral  other  employments  of  the  fame  nature 
to  other  offices ;  and  I  will  then  greafe  fat  fows, 
and  fee  whether  it  be  polTible  to  fatisfy  them. 
Why  am  not  I  a  ftationer?  The  parliament  fits 
to-morrow,  and  Walpool^  late  fecretary  at  war,  is 
to  be  fwinged  for  bribery,  and  the  queen  is  to 
communicate  fomething  of  great  importance  to 
the  two  houfes,  at  leait  they  fay  fo.  But  I  muft 
think  of  anfwering  your  letter  in  a  day  or  two. 

17.  I  went  this  morning  to  the  duke  of  Ormond 
about  fome  bufinefs ;  and  he  told  me  he  could  not 
dine  with  us  to-day,  being  to  dine  with  prince 
Eugene.  Thofe  of  our  Society  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  could  not  be  with  us,  the  houfe  fitting 
late  on  IValpooL  I  left  them  at  nine,  and  they 
were  not  come.  We  kept  fome  dinner  for  them. 
I  hope  Walpool  will  be  fent  to  the  Tower ^  and  ex- 
pelled the  houfe :  but,  this  afternoon  the  members 
I  fpoke  with  in  the  court  of  requefts  talked  du- 
biouily  of  it.  It  will  be  a  leading  card  to  maul 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  for  the  fame  crime,  or  at 
lead  to  cenfure  him.  The  queen's  meflage  was 
only  to  give  them  notice  of  the  Peace  flie  is  treat- 
ing, and  to  defire  they  will  make  fome  law  to 
prevent  libels  againft  the  government  j  fo  fare- 
wel  to  Gruh-JIreci. 

18.  I  heard  to-day  that  the  commoners  of  our 
Society  did\iot  leave  the  parliament  till  eleven  at 
night,  then  went  to  thofe  I  left,  and  ftay'd  till 
three  in  the  morning.  Walpool  is  expelled,  and 
fent  to  the  21?tc<?r.  I  was  this  morning  again 
with  lord  Rivers^  and  have  made  him  give  the  other 
employment  to  my  printer  and  bookfeller ;  'tis 
worth  a  great  deal.  I  dined  with  my  friend  Leivu 
privately,  to  talk  over  affairs.  We  want  to  have 
this  duke  of  Sornerfet  out,  and  he  apprehends  it 

will 
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"will  not  be  ;  but  I  hope  better.  They  are  going 
now  at  lall  to  change  the  commiffioners  of  the 
CLiftoms :  my  friend  Sir  Matthew  Dudley  will  be 
out,  and  three  more,  and  Prior  will  be  in.  I  have 
made  Ford  copy  out  a  fmall  pamphlet,  and  fend 
it  to  the  prefs,  that  I  might  not  be  known  for 
author ;  'tis  A  Letter  to  the  Oftober  Cluby  if  ever 
you  heard  of  fuch  a  thing. — Methinks  this  let- 
ter goes  on  but  flowly  for  almoft  a  week;  I  want 
fome  little  converfation  with  MD^  and  to  know 
what  they  are  doing  juft  now.  I  am  fick  of  poli- 
ticks, 1  have  not  dined  with  lord  treafurer  thefe 
three  weeks;  he  chides  me,  but  I  don't  care;  I 
don't. 

19. 1  dined  to-day  with  lord  treafurer;  this  is  his 
day  of  choice  company  ;  where  they  fometimes  ad- 
mit me,  but  pretend  to  grumble.  And  to-day  they 
met  on  fome  extraordinary  bufinefs ;  the  keeper, 
fteward,  both  fecretaries,  lord  Rivers^  and  lord  An  - 
glefey  y  I  left  them  at  feven,  and  came  away, 
and  have  been  writing  to  the  bi{hop  of  Clogher,  I 
forgot  to  know  v/here  to  dire£t  to  him  fince  Sir 
George  St.  George  s  death  ;  but  I  have  dire£led  to 
the  fame  houfe  :  you  muft  tell  me  better ;  for  the 
letter  is  fent  by  the  bell-man.  Don't  write  to 
me  again  till  this  is  gone,  I  charge  you ;  for  I 
won't  anfwer  two  letters  tog;ether.  The  duke  of 
Somerfet  is  out,  and  was  v/ith  his  yellow  liveries  at 
parliament  to-day.  You  knovv^  he  had  the  fame 
with  the  queen,  v*^hen  he  was  mafter  of  the  horfe: 
we  hope  the  duchefs  will  follov/,  or  that  he  will 
take  her  away  in  fpite.  Lord  treafurer,  I  hope, 
has  now  faved  his  head.  Flas  the  dean  received 
my  letter?  afk  him  at  cards  to-night. 

20.  There  was  a  world  of  people  to-day  at 
Court  to  fee  prince  Eugene^  but  all  bit,  for  be  did 
not  come.    1  faw  the  duchefs  of  Somerfet  talking 

with 
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\vith  tht  '6[xke  of  Budingham ;  fhe  looked  a  little 
down,  but  was  extreamly  courteous,  The  queen 
has  the  gout,  but  is  not  in  much  pain.  Muft 
I  fill  this  line  too?*  well  then,  fo  let  it  be. 
The  duke  of  Beaufort  has  a  mighty  mind  to  come 
into  our  Society  ;  lhall  we  let  him  ?  I  fpoke  to 
the  duke  of  Ormond  about  it,  and  he  doubts  a  lit- 
tle whether  to  let  him  in  or  no.  They  fay  the 
duke  of  Somerfet  is  advifed  by  his  friends  to  let 
his  wife  flay  with  the  queen  ;  I  am  forry  for  it. 
I  dined  with  the  fecretary  to-day,  with  mixt  com- 
pany j  I  don't  love  it.  Our  Society  does  not 
meet  till  Friday^  becaufe  Thurfday  will  be  a  bufy 
day  in  the  houfe  of  commons  5  for  then  the  duke 
of  MarlborougV%  bribery  is  to  be  examined  into 
about  the  penfion  pay'd  him  by  thofe  that  fur- 
niflied  bread  to  the  army. 

21.  I  have  been  five  times  with  the  duke  of 
Ormond  about  a  perfcft  trifle,  and  he  forgets  it : 
I  ufed  him  like  a  dog  this  morning  for  it.  1  was 
afked  to-day  by  feveral  in  the  court  of  requefts, 
V/hether  it  was  true  that  the  author  of  the  Ex-i 
aminer  f  was  taken  up  in  an  aftion  of  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  by  the  duke  of  Marlborough  ?  I 
dined  in  the  city,  where  my  printer  (hewed  me  a 
pamphlet  called  Advice  to  the  0£lober  Club^  which 
he  faid  was  fent  him  by  an  unknown  hand ;  I 
commended  it  mightily;  he  never  fufpefted  mej 
*tis  a  twopenny  pamphlet.    I  came  home  and 

*  It  is  the  laft  of  the  page,  and  written  clofe  to  the 
edge  of  the  piper. 

f  Upon  the  10th  and  17th  of  this  month  the  Exa- 
rrdmr  was  very  ffvere  upon  the  duke  of  Marlborough., 
and  in  confcouence  of  this  report  purfued  him  witlt- 
greater  virulence  in  the  following  courfe  of  his  papers. 
But  Snjjift  \v.;s  not  the  writer  of  the  Ex,ami?i£r  at  that 

got 
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got  timely  to  bed ;  but  about  eleven  one  of  the 
fecret^ry's  fervants  came  to  me,  to  let  me  know 
that  lord  treafurer  would  immediately  fpeak  wit[% 
me  at  lord  MoJham\  upon  earneft  bufmefs ;  and 
that  if  I  was  abed,  I  ftiould  rife  and  come.  I  did 
fo ;  lord  trealurer  was  above  with  the  queen  ;  and 
when  he  came  down  he  laughed,  and  faid  it  was 
not  he  that  fent  for  me  :  the  bufmefs  was  of  no 
great  importance,  only  to  give  me  a  paper,  which 
might  have  been  done  to-morrovy.  I  ftay'd  with 
them  till  paft  one,  and  then  got  to  bed  again. 
Pize  take  their  frolicks.  I  thought  to  have  an- 
fwered  your  letter. 

22.  Dodtor  Gajlrel  was  to  fee  me  this  morning; 
he  is  an  eminent  divine,  one  of  the  canons  of 
Chriji-ehurch^  and  one  1  love  very  well :  he  faid, 
he  was  glad  to  find  I  was  not  with  James  Broad, 
I  afked  what  he  meant;  Why,  fays  he,  have  you 
not  feen  the  Grub-Jlreet  paper,  that  fays  Dr., 
Swift  was  taken  up  as  author  of  the  Examiner  on 
an  aftion  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  and  was 
now  at  James  Broad\  (who,  I  fuppofe,  is  fome 
bailiff.)  I  knew  nothing  of  this  ;  but  at  the  court 
of  requefts  twenty  people  told  me  they  heard  I  had 
been  taken  up.  Lord  Lanfdown  obferved  to  the 
Secretary  and  me,  that  the  IVhigs  fpread  three  lies 
yefterdayt;  that  about  me;  and  another,  that 
Macartney^  who  was  turned  out  laft  Summer ^  is 
again  reflored  to  his  peaces  in  the  army;  and 
the  third,  that  Jack  HHi's  commiffion  for  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Tcwer  is  ftopt,  and  that  Cadogan  is  to 
continue.  Lanjdown  thinks  they  have  fome  de- 
fign  by  thefe  reporrs  ;  I  cannOw  guefs  it.  Did  I 
tell  you  that  SuchevercU  has  defired  mightily  to 

X  Thefe  lie;  are  all  particularly  mentioned  by  the 
Examiner^  N.  ic,  dated  Fsl^,  7,  1711-12. 

come 
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come  and  fee  me  ;  but  I  have  put  It  ofF :  he  has 
heard  that  I  have  fpoken  to  the  fecretary  in  behalf 
of  a  brother  whom  he  maintains,  and  who  defires 
an  employment.  T'other  day  at  the  court  of  re- 
quefls  Dr.  Talden  faluted  me  by  name;  Sache- 
verell^  who  was  juft  by,  came  up  to  me,  and  made 
me  many  acknowledgments  and  compliments.  Laft 
night  1  defired  lord  treafurer  to  do  fomething  for 
that  brother  of  SachevereWs :  he  faid  he  never 
knew  he  had  a  brother ;  but  thanked  me  for  telling 
him,  and  imlnediately  put  his  name  in  his  taWe-^ 
book.  I  will  l*et  Sacheverell  know  this,  that  he  may 
take  his  meafures  accordingly ;  but  he  (hall  be 
none  of  my  acquaintance.  I  dined  to-day  pri-*; 
vately  with  the  fecretary,  left  him  at  fix,  paid  a 
vifit  or  two,  and  came  home. 

23.  I  dined  again  to-day  with  the  fecretary; 
but  could  not  difpatch  fome  bafinefs  I  had  with 
him,  he  has  fo  much  befi-des  upon  bis  hands  at 
this  jundlure  ;  and  preparing  againft  the  great  bu- 
finefs  to  morrow,  which  we  are  all  top  full  of. 
The  minifters'  defign  is,  that  the  duke  of  MarU 
loroiigh  fhall  be  cenfured  as  gently  as  poffible-,  pro- 
vided his  friends  will  not  make  head  to  defend 
him  ;  but  if  they  do,  it  may  end  in  fome  feverer 
votes.  A  gentleman  who  was  juft:  now  with  him, 
tells  me  he  is  much  caft  down,  and  fallen  away  i 
but  he  is  pofitive,  if  he  has  but  ten  friends  in  the 
houfe,  that  they  fhall  defend  him  to  the  utmoft, 
and  endeavour  to  prevent  the  leaft  cenfure  upon- 
him  ;  v/hich  I  think  cannot  be,  fmce  the  bribery 
is  manifefl: :  Sir  Solomon  Medina  paid  him  fix  thou- 
fand  pounds  a  year  to  have  the  employment  of 
providing  bread  for  the  army,  and  the  duke  owns 
it  in  his  letter  to  the  commiffioners  of  accounts. 
X  was  to-night  at  lord  Majha7n^\  lord  Dupplm 
XQok  out  my  new  little  pamphlet^  ^nd  the  fecretary 
S  read 
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read  a  great  deal  of  it  to  lord  treafurer ;  they  all 
commended  it  to  the  (kies,  and  lb  did  I,  and  they 
began  a  health  to  the  author.  But  I  doubt  lord 
treafurer  fufpe£ted  :  for  he  faid.  This  is  Dr. 
D^venant's  Q:y\Q which  is  his  cant  when  he  fuf- 
pedls  me.  But  I  carried  the  matter  very  well. 
Lord  treafurer  put  the  pamphlet  in  his  pocket  to 
read  at  home.    I'll  anfwer  your  letter  to-morrow, 

24.  The  fecretary  vmade  mepromife  to  dine  with 
him  to-day  after  the  parliament  was  up  ;  I  faid  I 
would  come  ;  but  I  dined  at  my  ufual  time ;  know- 
ing the  houfe  would  fit  late  on  this  great  affair.  I 
dined  at  a  tavern  with  Mr.  Domville  and  another 
gentleman  i  I  have  not  done  fo  before  thefe  many 
months.  At  ten  this  evening;  I  went  to  the  fecre- 
tary,  but  he  was  not  come  home  ;  I  fat  with  his 
lady  till  twelve,  then  came  away  ;  and  he  juft 
came  as  I  was  gone,  and  he  fent  to  my  lodgings, 
but  I  v/ould  not  go  back  ;  and  fo  I  know  not  ho\V 
things  have  paffed  ;  but  hope  all  is  well  ;  and  I 
will  tell  you  to-morrow  day.    It  is  late, 

25.  The  fecretary  fent  to  me  this  morning  to 
know  whether  we  fhould  dine  together  ;  I  went 
to  him,  and  there  I  learnt,  that  the  queftioii 
went  againft  the  duke  of  Marlborough  by  a  majo- 
rity of  a  hundred  ;  fo  the  miniftry  is  mighty  well 
fatisfied,  and  the  duke  will  now  be  able  to  do  no 
hurt.  The  fecretary  and  1  and  lord  Majham^  Sec. 
dined  with  lieutenant-general  JVithers^  who  is  juft 
going  to  look  after  the  army  in  Flanders :  the  fe- 
cretary and  I  left  them  a  little  after  feven,  and  I 
am  come  home,  and  will  now  anfwer  your  letter, 
becaufe  this  goes  to  morrow :  let  me  fee, — The 
box  at  Cheficr  ;  oh,  burn  that  box,  and  hang  that 
Sterne  ;  I  have  defired  one  to  enquire  for  it  who 
went  towards  Ireland  laft  Monday^  but  am  in  utter 
^efpair  of  it. — No,  I  was  not  fplenetick  ;  you  fee 
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what  plunges  the  Court  has  been  at  to  fet  all  right 
again..  And  that  duchefs  is  not  out  yet,  and  may- 
one  day  caiife  more  mifchief.  Somerfet  fhews  all 
about  a  letter  from  the  queen,  defiring  him  to  let 
his  wife  continue  with  her.  Is  not  that  rare  !  I 
find  Dinghy  fmelt  a  rat;  becaufe  the  Whigs  are 
tipifo',  but  if  ever  I  hear  that  word  again,  I'll  up- 
pijh  you.  I  am  glad  }ou  got  your  rafp  fafe  and 
found  ;  does  SteLa  like  her  apron  ?  Your  criticks 
about  guarantees  of  fucceflion  are  puppies  ;  that^s 
arn  anfwer  to  the  objection.  The  anfwerers 
here  made  the  fame  objection,  but  Is  wholly  wrong. 
I  am  of  your  opinion,  that  lord  Marlborcugh  is 
ufed  too  hardly  :  I  have  often  fcratched  out  paf- 
lages  from  papers  and  pamphlets  fent  me  before 
they  v/cre  printed  ;  becaufe  I  thought  them  too  fe- 
vere.  Eut,  he  is  certainly  a  vile  man,  and  ha& 
110  fort  of  merit  befide  the  military.  The  Exa-- 
miners  are  good  for  lutle  :  I  would  fain  have  hin- 
dered the  feverity  of  the  two  or  three  laft,  but 
could  not.  I  will  either  brin;:i;  your  papers  over, 
cr  leave  them  with  Tooke^  for  whofe  bonefty  I  will 
eno-ase.  And  i  think:  it  is  beft  not  to  venture 
them  wiih  me  at  iea.  Stella  is  a  prophet,  by  fore- 
telling io  very  pofitively  that  all  would  be  well. 
Duke  of  Onnind  fpcak  agaiiifi:  Pence  ?  No,  fimple- 
ton  :  he  is  one  of  the  itancheft  we  have  for  the 
miniftry.  Neither  trouble  yourfelf  about  the 
printer  :  he  appeared  ihe  firft  day  of  term,  and  is  to 
appear  when  lummoned  again;  but  nothingelfe  will 
come  of  it.  Lord  Chief  fuflice  is  cooled  lin.ce  this 
nev-/  fettlement.  No  ;  I  wiil  not  fplit  m.y  journah 
in  half;  I  "-vrli  write  but  once  a  forinight :  but  you 
may  do  r^s  ynu  will ;  which  is,  read  only  half  at  once, 
and  t'other  half  next  week.  So  now  your  letter  rs 
anfwered  (Pox  on  the  e  blots  !)  V/hat  muft  I 
iay  more  i  I  will  ftt  out  in  March ^  if  there  be  a 
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fit  of  fine  weather  ;  unlefs  the  miniflrry  defire  me 
to  ftay  till  the  end  of  the  feflion,  which  may  be  a 
month  longer ;  but  I  believe  they  will  not:  for 
I  fuppofc  the  Peace  will  be  made,  and  they  will 
have  no  further  fervice  for  me.  I  muft  make  my 
canal  fine  this  Summer^  as  fine  as  I  can.  I  am  afraid 
I  (hall  fee  great  negle£ls  among  my  quick-fets. 
I  hope  the  cherry  trees  on  the  river-walk  are  fine 
thinjis  now.    But  no  more  of  this. 

26,  I  for^rot  to  finifh  this  letter  this  morning- 
and  am  come  home  fo  late  I  muft  o-ive  it  to  the 
bell-man ;  but  I  would  have  it  go  to-night,  left 
you  fhould  think  there  is  any  thing  in  the  ftory 
of  my  being  arrefted  in  an  adiion  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  pounds  by  lord  Aiarihorough^  which  I  hear 
is  in  Dyer\  letter,  and  confequently,  I  fuppofe, 
gone  to  Ireland.    Farewel,  deareft  MD^  &c.  &c. 

LETTER  XU 

London,  Jan.  26,  lyii-rz, 

I  HAVE  no  gilt  paper  left  of  this  fize,  fo  you 
muft  be  content  with  plain.  Our  Society  dined 
together  to-day,  for  it  was  put  off,  as  I  told  you, 
upon  lord  Marlhorough\  bufinefs  on  Thurfday^ 
The  duke  of  Ormond  dined  with  us  to-day,  the 
firft  time;  we  were  thirteen  at  table;  and  lord 
Lanfdown  came  in  after  dinner,  fo  that  we  wanted 
but  three.  The  fecretary  propofed  the  duke  of 
S^^?:v/i?r/,  who  defires  to  be  one  of  our  Society; 
but  1  ftopt  it,  becaufe  the  duke  of  Onnond  doubtg 
^  little  about  it  ;  and  he  v/as  gone  before  it  was 
propofed.  I  left  them  at  feven,  and  fat  this  even- 
ijig  with  poor  Mrs.  Wejlcy^  who  has  been  mighty  ill 
to-day  with  a  fainting  fit :  flie  has  often  convul- 
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fions  too ;  (he  takes  a  mixture  with  ajfa  fcetida^ 
which  I  have  now  in  my  nofe  \  and  every  thing 
fmells  of  it.  I  never  fmelt  it  before,  'tis  abominable. 
We  have  eight  pacquets,  they  fay,  due  from  Ire- 
land. 

27.  I  could  not  fee  prince  Eugene  at  Court  to- 
day, the  crowd  was  fo  great.  The  Whigs  contrive 
to  have  a  crowd  always  about  him,  and  employ • 
the  rabble  to  give  the  word,  when  he  fets  out 
from  any  place.  When  the  duchefs  of  Hamilton 
came  from  the  queen  after  church,  fhe  whifpered 
me  that  (he  was  going  to  pay  me  a  vifit :  1  went 
to  lady  Oglethorp^s^  the  place  appointed  ;  for  ladies 
always  vifit  me  in  third  places,  and  (he  kept  me 
till  near  four  :  fhe  talks  too  much,  is  a  plaguy  de- 
tractor, and  I  believe  I  lhall  not  much  like  her. 
I  was  engaged  to  dine  v/ith  lord  Mofham^  they 
ftaid  as  long  as  they  could,  yet  had  almoft  dined, 
and  were  going  in  anger  to  pull  down  the  brafs 
peg  for  my  hat,  but  lady  Majham  faved  it.  At 
eight  I  went  again  to  lord  Majham  %  ;  lord  trea- 
furer  is  generally  there  at  night :  we  fat  up  till 
almoft  two.  Lord  treafurer  has  engaged  me  to 
contrive  fome  way  to  keep  the  archbifhop  of  York 
from  being  feduced  by  lord  Nottingham,  I  will 
do  what  I  can  in  it  to-morrow.  'Tis  very  late, 
fo  I  muft  go  fleep. 

28.  Poor  Mrs.  Manley  the  author  is  very  ill 
of  a  dropfy  and  fore  leg;  the  printer  tells  me  he 
is  afraid  fhe  cannot  live  long.  I  am  heartily  forry 
for  her;  (he  has  very  generous  principles  for  one 
of  her  fort ;  and  a  great  deal  of  good  fenfe  and 
invention :  fhe  is  about  forty,  very  homely  and 
very  fat.  Mrs.  Van  made  me  dine  with  her  to- 
day. 1  was  this  morning  with  the  duke  of  Ormondy 
^ncJ  the  prolocutor,  about  what  lord  treafurer  fpoke 
to  me  yertcrd^y^  I  know  not  what  will  be  the  if-^ 
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fue.  There  Is  but  a  {lender  majority  in  the  houfc 
of  lords  ;  and  we  want  more.  We  are  fadly  mor- 
tified at  the  news  of  the  French  taking  the  town  in 
Brafil  from  the  Portuguefe.  The  fixth  edition  of 
three  thoufand  of  the  Condu5l  of  the  Allies  is  fold, 
and  the  printer  talks  of  a  fcventh  :  eleven  thoufand 
of  them  have  been  fold  ;  which  is  a  moft  prodigi- 
ous run.  The  little  two-penny  Letter  of  Advice  to 
the  O^loher  Club  does  not  fell  \  i  know  not  the  rea- 
fon ;  for  it  is  finely  written,  I  affure  you  ;  and, 
like  a  true  author,  I  grow  fond  of  it,  becaufe 
it  does  not  fell  :  vou  know  that  is  ufual  to  writers, 
to  condemn  the  judgment  of  the  world  :  if  I  had 
hinted  it  to  be  mine,  every  body  would  have 
bought  it,  but  it  is  a  great  fecrct. 

26.  I  borrowed  one  or  two  idle  books  of  Contes 
de  Fees  and  have  been  reading  them  thefe  two 
days,  although  I  have  much  bufinefs  upon  my 
hands.  I  loitered  till  one  at  home  :  then  went  to 
Mr.  Lewis  at  his  office;  and  the  vice  chamber- 
Jain  told  me,  that  lady  Ryalton  had  yefterday  re- 
figned  her  employment  of  lady  of  the  bed-cham- 
ber, and  that  lady  fane  Hyde^  lord  Rochefier*^ 
daughter,  a  mighty  pretty  girl,  is  to  fucceed  ; 
he  faid  too,  that  lady  Sunderland  v^o\x\di  refign  in  a 
day  or  two.  I  dined  with  Lezvisj  and  then  went 
to  fee  Mrs.  IVcfley^  who  is  better  to-day.  But  you 
muft  know,  that  Mr.  Lewis  gave  me  two  letters, 
one  from  the  bifhop  of  Cloyne^  with  an  inclofed 
from  lord  Inchequin  to  lord  treafurer  J  v^^hich  he 
defires  I  would  deliver  and  recommend.  I  am  told, 
that  lord  was  much  in  with  lord  Whartony 
and  I  remember  he  was  to  have  been  one  of  the 
lords  juftices  by  his  recommendation  ;  yet  the  bi- 
(hop  recommends  him  as  a  great  friend  to  the 
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church,  Jffr.  I'll  do  what  I  think  proper.  T'other 
letter  was  from  little  faucy  MD^  N,  26.  O  Lord, 
never  faw  the  like,  under  a  cov^:r  too,  and  by  way 
of  journal;  we  fliall  never  have  done.  Sirrahs; 
how  durft  you  write  fo  foon,  firrahs  ?  I  won't  an- 
fwer  it  yet. 

30.  I  was  this  morning  with  the  fecretary,  who 
was  fick,  and  out  of  humour:  he  would  needs 
drink  Champagne  fome  days  ago,  on  purpofe  to 
fpite  me,  becaufe  I  advifed  him  againft  it,  and  now 
he  pays  for  it ;  Stel/a  ufed  to  do  fuch  tricks  for- 
merly ;  he  put  me  in  mind  of  her.  Lady  Sunder-- 
land  has  refigned  her  place  too.  It  is  lady  Caihe^ 
rine  Hyde  that  fucceeds  lady  Ryalton ;  and  not 

'  lady  y-ane.  Lady  Catherine  is  the  late  earl  of 
Rochejiers  daughter.  I  dined  with  the  fecretary, 
then  vifited  his  lady;  and  fat  this  evening  with 
lady  Majham  ;  the  fecretary  came  to  us  ;  hut  lord 
treafurer  did  not ;  he  dined  with  the  mafter  of 
the  rolls,  and  ftaid  late  with  him.  Our  Society 
does  not  meet  till  to-morrow  fennight,  becaufe  we 
think  the  parliament  will  be  very  bufy  to-morrow 
upon  the  ftate  of  the  war;  and  the  fecretary,  who 
is  to  treat  as  prefident,  muft  be  in  the  houfe.  I 
fancy  my  talking  of  perfons  and  things  here,  muft 
be  very  tedious  to  you,  becaufe  you  know  nothing 
of  them;  and  I  talk  as  if  you  did.  You  know 
Kevin* S'Jlreet^  and  TVerburgh-fireet^  and  (what  do 
you  call  the  ftreet  where  Mrs.  Walk  lives?) 
and  Ingoldjby^  and  Higgim^  and  lord  Santry ;  but 
what  care  you  for  lady  Catherine  Hyde?  Why  do 
you  fay  hothing  of  your  health,  firrah  ?  I  hope  it 
is  well. 

31.  Trimnel^  bilhop  of  Norwich ^  who  was  with 
this  lord  Sunderland  at  Moor-park  in  their  travels^ 
preached  yefterday  before  the  houfe  of  lords  ;  and 
to-day  the  queftign  was  put  to  thank  him,  and 
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print  his  fcrmon  ;  but  pafled  againft  him  ;  for  it 
was  a  terrible  Whig  fcrmon.  The  Bill  to  repeal 
the  for  naturalizing  prot  eft  ant  foreigners'^  palTed 
the  houle  of  lords  to-day  by  a  majority  of  twenty, 
though  the  Scotch  lords  went  out,  and  would  vote 
neither  way,  in  difcontent  about  duke  Hamilton^ 
patent,  if  you  know  any  thing  of  it.  A  poem  is 
come  out  to-day  infcribed  to  me,  by  way  of  a  flirt  ; 
f(5r  it  is  a  Whiggijh  poem,  and  good  for  nothing. 
They  plagued  me  with  it  in  the  court  of  requelts. 
I  dified  with  lord  treafurer  at  five  alone,  only  with 
one  Dutch  man.  Prior  is  now  a  commiflioner 
of  the  cuftoms,  I  told  you  fo  before,  I  fuppofe. 
When  I  came  home  to-night,  I  found  a  letter 
from  Dr.  Sacheverell*^  thanking  me  for  recom- 
mending his  brother  to  lord  treafurer  and  Mr.  fe- 
cretary  for  a  place.  Lord  treafurer  fent  to  him 
about  it :  fo  good  a  folicitor  was  I,  although  I 
once  hardly  thought  I  fliould  be  a  folicitor  for  5^- 
cheverelL 

Feb.  I.  Has  not  your  dean  of  St.  Patricks  received 
my  letter  ?  You  fay  nothing  of  it,  although  I  writ 
above  a  month  ago.  My  printer  has  got  the  gout, 
and  I  was  forced  to  go  to  him  to-day,  and  there 
I  dined.  It  was  a  moft  delicious  day;  why  don't 
you  obferve  whether  the  fame  days  be  fine  with 
you  ?  To-night  at  fix  Dr.  Atterhury^  and  Priory 
and  I,  and  Dr.  Freind^  met  at  Dr.  Robert  Freind's 
houfe  at  Wcjiminjier^  who  is  maftcr  of  the  fchool : 
there  we  fat  till  one,  and  were  good  enough  com- 
pany. I  here  take  leave  to  tell  politick i)//7^/fy,  that 
the  paflage  in  the  Conduct  cf  the  Allies  is  fo  far  from 
being  blameable,  that  the  fecretary  defigns  to  infift 
upon  It  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  when  the  Treaty 
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€f  Barrier  is  debated  there,  as  it  now  fliortly  will, 
for  they  have  ordered  it  to  be  laid  before  them. 
The  pamphlet  of  Advice  to  the  05ioher  Club  begins 
now  to  fell ;  but  I  believe  it's  fame  will  hardly 
reach  Ireland:  'tis  finely  written,  I  afliire  you. 
I  long  to  anfwer  your  letter;  but  won't  yet;  you 
know  'tis  late,  iSc. 

2.  This  day  ends  Chrljimasy  and  what  care  I  ? 
I  have  neither  feen,  nor  felt,  nor  heard  any  Chrijl-^ 
mas  this  year.  I  palled  a  lazy  dull  day :  I  was 
this  morning  with  lord  treafurer,  to  get  fome  pa- 
pers from  him,  which  he  will  remember  as  much 
as  a  cat,  although  it  be  his  own  bufinefs.  It  threat- 
ened rain,  but  did  not  much ;  and  Pmr  and  I 
walked  an  hour  in  the  Park^  which  quite  put  me  out 
of  my  meafures.  I  dined  with  a  friend  hard  by ;  and 
in  the  evening  fat  with  lord  Majham  till  twelve. 
Lord  treafurer  did  not  come  ;  this  is  an  idle  dining 
day  ufually  with  him.  We  want  to  hear  from 
Holland  how  our  Peace  goes  on;  for  we  are  afraid 
of  thofe  fcoundrels  the  Duichy  left  they  fhould 
play  us  tricks.  Lord  Marr,  a  Scotch  earl,  was 
with  us  at  lord  Majhani\  \  I  was  arguing  with  him 
»bout  the  ftubbornnefs  and  folly  of  his  country- 
men; they  are  fo  angry  about  the  afFair  of  duke 
Hamilton  whom  the  queen  has  made  a  duke  of 
England^  and  the  houfe  of  lords  will  not  admit 
him:  he  fwears  he  would  vote  for  us,  but  dare 
not ;  becaufe  all  Scotland  would  deteft  him  if  he  did ; 
he  fhould  never  be  chofen  again,  nor  be  able  to 
live  there. 

3.  I  was  at  Court  to-day  to  look  for  a  dinner;  but 
did  not  like  any  that  were  offered  me  ;  and  I  dined 
with  lord  Mountjoy.  The  queen  has  the  gout  in 
her  knee,  and  was  not  at  chapel.  I  hear  we  have 
^  Dutch  mail,  but  I  knov/  not  what  news,  although 
I  was  wilb  the  fecretary  this  morning.  He  fliewed 

m2 


(    155  ) 

me  a  letter  from  the  Hanover  envoy,  Mr.  Bothmar^ 
complaining  that  the  Barrier  Treaty  is  laid  before 
the  houfe  of  commons ;  and  defiring  that  no 
infringement  may  be  made  in  the  Guarantee  of 
the  Succejfion  ;  but  the  fecretary  has  written  him 
a  peppering  anfwer.  I  fancy  you  underftand  all 
this,  and  are  able  ftate-girls,  fince  you  have 
read  the  CondiiSf  of  the  Jllies,  We  are  all  pre- 
paring agair^ft  the  birth-day^  I  think  it  is  TVednef 
day  next.  If  the  queen's  gout  encreafes,  it  will 
fpoil  fport.  Prince  Eugene  has  tv^'O  fine  fuits 
made  ?gainft  it;  and  the  queen  is  to  give  him  a 
fword  worth  four  thoufand  pounds,  the  diamond* 
fet  tranfparent. 

4.  I  was  this  morning  foliciting  at  the  houfc 
of  commons'  door  for  Mr.  Vefey^  a  ion  of  the  arch- 
bifiiop  of  Tua?n^  who  has  petitioned  for  a  Bill  to 
relieve  him  in  fome  difficulty  about  his  eftate; 
I  fecured  him  about  fifty  members.  I  dined  with 
lady  Majham.  We  have  no  pacquet  from  Holland^ 
as  I  was  told  yefterday ;  and  this  wind  will  hinder 
many  people  from  appearing  at  the  birth-day,  who 
expelled  cloaths  from  Holland.  I  appointed  to 
meet  a  gentleman  at  the  fecretary's  to-night,  and 
they  both  failed.  The  houfe  of  commons  have  this 
day  made  many  fevers  votes  about  our  being  abufed 
by  our  allies.  Thofe  who  fpoke,  drew  all  their  ar- 
guments from  my  book,  and  their  votes  confirm 
all  I  writ;  the  Court  had  a  majority  of  a  hundred 
and  fifty  :  all  agree,  that  it  was  my  book  that  fpi- 
rited  them  to  thefe  refolutions ;  I  long  to  fee 
them  in  print.  My  head  has  not  been  as  well 
as  1  could  wifli  it  for  fome  days  paft,  but  I  have 
not  ha4  any  giddy  fit,  and  I  hope  it  will  go  over. 

5.  The  fecretary  turned  me  out  of  his  room 
this  morning,  and  fhewed  me  fifty  guineas  rolled 
vp,  which  he  was  going  to  give  to  fome  French 
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fpy.  I  dined  with  four  Irijhinen  at  a  tavern 
to-day ;  I  thought  I  had  refolved  againft  it  before, 
but  I  broke  it.  I  played  at  cards  this  evening  at 
lady  Majharns^  but  I  only  played  for  her  while 
fhe  was  writing;  and  1  won  her  a  pool ;  and  fupt 
there.  Lord  treafurer  was  with  us,  but  went  a- 
way  before  tv/elve.  The  ladies  and  lords  have  all 
their  cloaths  ready  againlt  to-morrow  :  1  faw  fe- 
veral  mighty  fine,  and  I  hope  there  will  be  a  great 
appearance,  in  fpite  of  that  fpiteful  French  fafliion 
of  the  Whiggijh  ladies  not  to  come,  which  they  have 
all  refolved  to  a  woman  ;  and  I  hope  it  will  more 
fpirit  the  queen  againft  them  for  ever, 

6.  I  went  to  dine  at  lord  Majhams  at  three, 
and  met  all  the  companyjuft  coming  out  of  Courts 
a  mighty  crowd  ;  they  ftaid  long  for  their  coaches  : 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  feveral  lords  and  la- 
dies of  my  acquaintance  in  their  fineries.  Lady 
AJhhurnham  looked  the  befl  in  my  eyes.  They 
fay,  the  Court  was  never  fuller  nor  finer.  Lord 
treafurer,  his  lady,  and  two  daughters,  and  Mrs. 
i//7/ dined  with  lord  and  lady  Majbam\  the  five 
ladies  were  mondrous  fine.  The  queen  gave 
prince  Eugene  the  diamond  fvvord  to-day  ;  but  no- 
body wp.s  by  v/hen  fnc  gave  it,  except  my  lord 
chamberlain.  There  v/as  an  entertainment  of 
Opera  fongs  at  nigbt,  and  the  queen  was  at  all  the 
entertainment,  and  is  very  well  after  it.  I  faw  lady 
Wharton^  as  U2!:ly  ss  the  Devi!,  coming  out  in  the 
crowd  all  in  an  undrefs ;  fhe  had  been  with  the 
jMarlborough  daughters  and  lady  Bridgwater  in 
5/.  yames's^  looking:  out  of  the  window  all  undref- 
fed,  to  fee  the  fight.  I  do  not  hear  that  one  Whig 
lady  was  there,  except  thofe  of  the  bed-chamber. 
Nothing  has  made  fo  great  a  noife  as  one  Kelfons 
charioi,  that  coft  nine  hundred  and  thirty  pounds, 
the  fineft  was  ever  feen.  The  rabble  huzzaed  him 
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as  much  as  they  did  prince  Eugene.  This  is  birth- 
day chat- 

7.  Our  Society  met  to-day,  the  duke  of  Orrnond 
was  not  with  us ;  we  have  Icflened  our  dinners, 
which  were  grown  fo  extravagant,  that  lord  trea- 
furer  and  every  body  elfe  cried  (hame.  I  left  them 
at  feven,  vifited  for  an  hour,  and  then  came  home, 
like  a  good  boy.  7  he  queen  is  much  better  af- 
ter ycfterday's  exercife:  her  friends  wifh  fhe 
would  ufe  a  little  more.  I  oppofed  lord  yerfey"^ 
ele£lion  into  our  Society,  and  he  is  refuled:  I 
likewife  oppofed  the  duke  of  Beaufort  \  but  I  be- 
lieve he  will  be  chofen  in  fpite  of  me  :  1  don't 
much  care  ;  I  (hall  not  be  with  them  above  two 
months  3  for  I  refolve  to  fet  out  for  Ireland  the  be- 
ginning of  /Ipril  next  (before  I  treat  them  again) 
and  fee  my  willows. 

8.  I  dined  to-day  in  the  city  ;  this  morning  a 
fcoundrel  dog,  one  of  the  queen's  mufick,  a  G^r- 
jnan^  whom  J  had  never  feen,  got  accefs  to  me  in 
my  chamber  by  Patrick's  folly,  afid  gravely  defired 
me  to  get  an  employment  in  the  cuiloms  for  a  friend 
of  his,  who  would  be  very  grateful ;  and  likewife  to 
forward  a  projedt  of  his  own,  for  raifing  ten  thou- 
fand  pounds  a  year  upon  Operas :  I  ufi-d  him  ci- 
viller  than  he  deferved  ;  but  it  vexed  me  to  the 
pluck.  He  w^as  told,  I  had  a  mighty  intereft  with 
lord  treafurer,  and  one  word  of  mine,  isfc-. — 
Well;  I  got  home  early  on  purpofe  to  anfvver 
JldD's  letter,  N.  26  ;  for  this  goes  to-m.orrow. — 
Well  ;  I  never  faw  fuch  a  letter  in  all  my  life  ; 
fo  faucy,  fo  journal ifii,  fo  fanguine,  fo  preiendinj^, 
fo  every  thing.-— I  fatisfied  all  your  fears  in  my  laft; 
All  is  gone  v/ell,  as  you  fay  ;  yet  you  are  an  imou- 
dent  flut  to  he  fo  pofitive  ;  you  will  Kvagcjer  fo  upon 
your  fagacity  that  we  fliall  never  have  done.  Pray 
don't  millay  your  reply  j  I  would  certainly  print 

7  if 
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if  I  had  It  here  :  how  long  is  it?  I  fuppofe,  hal(\ 
a  ftieet :  was  the  Anfwer  written  in  Ireland?  '\ 
Yes,  yes,  you  fliall  have  a  letter  when  you  come 
irom  B a ligail.  I  need  not  tell  you  agaixi  who's  |; 
out  and  who's  in  :  we  can  never  get  out  the  duch- 
cfs  of  Somerfet. —  So,  they  fay  Prejh  writ  the  Con^  |j 
du5i^  &c.  do  they  like  it?  I  don't  care  whether 
they  do  or  no  ;  but  the  Refolutions  printed  t'other  ^ 
day  in  the  Votes,  are  almoft  quotations  from  it;,j 
and  would  never  have  paffed,  if  that  book  had  not  | 
been  written.  I  will  not  meddle  v/ith  the  SpeSfa-^^ 
t07\  let  him  fair-fex  it  to  the  world's  end.  My  ? 
diforder  is  over,  but  blood  was  not  from  the  | 
p — les. — Well,  madam  Dingley^  the  froft  ;  why! 
we  had  a  great  froft^  but  I  forget  how  long  ago  ;  it.^ 
lafted  above  a  week  or  ten  days  :  I  believe  about ^ 
fix  weeks  ago;  but  it  did  not  break  fo  foon  withj 
us  I  think  as  December  29  ;  yet  I  think  it  was| 
about  that  time,  on  fecond  thoiights,  MD  can! 
have  no  letter  from  Prejio^  fays  you,  and  yet  fourl 
days  before  you  own  you  had  my  thirty-feventh,i 
unreafonable  fluts  !  The  bifhop  of  Ghucejler  is  not! 
dead,  and  I  am  as  likely  to  fucceed  the  duke  of« 
Jl4arlborough  as  him  if  he  were ;  theje's  enoughg 
for  that  now.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  duke§ 
of  Shrewjhury  will  be  your  governour ;  at  leafti 
I  believe  the  duke  of  Ormond  will  not  return.— § 
Well,  Stella  again :  why  really  three  editions  ofi| 
the  Condu^,  &c.  is  very  much  for  Ireland ;  it  isx 
a  fign  you  have  fome  honefl:  among  you. — Well  ;  f 
I  will  do  Mr.  Manley  all  the  fervice  I  can :  butj 
he  will  ruin  himfelf.  What  bufmefs  had  he  to| 
c^ngage  at  all  about  the  city?  can't  he  wifh  his^ 
caufe  well,  and  be  quiet,  when  he  finds  that^ 
rllirring  will  do  it  no  good,  and  himfelf  a  great  if^ 
deal  of  hurt  ?  I  cannot  imagine  who  ftiould  open  ^ 
my  letter  3  it  muft  be  done  at  your  fide.— If  I 

hear( 
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hear  of  any  thoughts  of  turning  out  Mr,  AJan-- 
ley^  I  will  endeavour  to  prevent  it.  I  have  already 
had  all  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland  here  upon  my 
back  often,  for  defending  him.  So  now  I  have  an- 
fwered  your  fancy  letter.  My  humble  fervice  to 
goody  Stoyte  and  Catherine  \  I  will  come  foon  for 
my  dinner. 

9.  Morning.  My  cold  goes  off  at  laft;  but  I 
think  I  have  got  a  fmall  new  one.  I  have  no 
news  fmce  laft.  They  fay  we  hear  by  the  way 
of  Calais^  that  Peace  is  very  near  concluding,  I 
hope  it  may  be  true.  I'll  go  and  feal  up  my  letter, 
and  give  it  myfelf  to-night  into  the  poft-office , 
and  fo  I  bid  my  deareft  MD  farewel  till  to-night* 
I  heartily  wifh  myfelf  with  them,  as  hope  faved. 
My  willows,  and  quickfets,  and  trees  will  be  fine- 
ly improved,  I  hope,  this  year.  It  has  been  fine 
hard  frofty  weather  yefterday  and  to-day.  Farewel, 
l^c.  iffc.  i^c.  * 

*  N.  B,  In  the  late  Colledlion  of  Stvift^  Correfpond- 
ence,  publilhed  by  Dodjlcy  and  others,  the  courfe  of 
thefe  journals  is  continued  trom  this  prefent  date,  Feb.  9, 
1711-12,  until  the  Summer  of  the  year  1713,  when  the 
Dr.  was  made  Dean  of  St.  Patrick' Sy  Dublin,  The  firft 
of  thefe  journals  in  that  CoUeftion  is  the  fifty-eighth 
Letter, 
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Dr.    S  W  I  F  T's 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


LETTER  I. 

Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Jane  Swift*. 

1696. 

I  RECEIVED  your  kind  letter  from  Robert 
by  word  of  mouth,  and  think  it  a  vaft  condefcen- 
lion  in  you  to  think  of  us  in  all  your  greatnefs : 
now  (hall  we  hear  nothing  from  you  for  five  months 
hilt  fVe  Courtiers,  Loory  is  well,  and  prefents  his 
humble  duty  to  my  lady,  and  love  to  his  fellow- 
fervant :  but  he  is  the  miferableft  creature  in  the 
world;  eternally  in  his  melancholy  note,  what- 
ever I  can  do;  and  if  his  finger  does  but  ake,  I 
am  in  fuch  a  fright  you  would  wonder  at  it.  I 
pray  return  my  fervice  to  Mrs,  Kilby<^  in  payment 
of  hers  by  Robert, 

Nothing  grows  better  by  your  abfence  but  my 
lady's  chamber-floor,  and  Tumble-down  Dick. 
Here  are  three  letters  for  you,  and  Molly  will  not 
fend  one  of  them ;  Ihe  fays  you  ordered  her  to 
the  contrary.    Mr.  Mofe  and  I  defire  you  will 


*  The  Doaor's  fifter. 
Vol.  V.  M  remember 
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remember  our  love  to  the  king,  and  let  us  know 
how  he  looks. 

Robert  fays  the  Czar  5s  there,  and  is  fallen  in 
love  with  you,  and  defigns  to  carry  you  to  Muf- 
covy ;  pray  provide  yourfelf  with  muffs  and  fable 
tippets,  6fr. 

Molus  has  made  a  ftrange  revolution  in  the  rooks 
nefts  ;  but  I  fay  no  more,  for  it  is  dangerous  ta 
meddle  with  things  above  us. 

I  defire  your  abfence  heartily;  for  now  I  live 
in  great  ftate,  and  the  cook  comes  in  to  know  what 
I  pleafe  to  have  for  dinner :  I  afk  very  gravely 
what  is  in  the  houfe,  and  accordingly  give  orders 
for  a  difh  of  pigeons,  or  i^c.  You  mall  have  no 
more  ale  here,  unlefs  you  fend  us  a  letter.  Here 
is  a  great  bundle  and  a  letter  for  you;  both  came 
together  from  London.  We  all  keep  home  like  fo 
many  cats. 

L  E  T  T  E  R  IL 
Mrs.  Long*  to  Dr.  Swift. 

November  iS^  171 1. 

I F  you  will  again  allow  me  the  pleafure  of  hear- 
ing from  you,  without  murmuring,  I  will  let  you 
enjoy  that  of  laughing  at  me  for  ajiy  foolifh  word  I 
rilifapply ;  for  I  know  you  are  too  reafor^ble  to 
expedi  me  to  be  nicely  right  in  the  matter;  but 
then  when  you  take  a  fancy  to  be  angry,  pray 
'  let  me  know  it  quietly,  that  I  may  clear  my 
meanings,  which  are  always  far  from  offending 
my  friends,  however  unhappy  I  may  be  in  my  ex* 

*  Thus  indorfed  by  the  Dodlor ;  Poor  Mrs.  Long*% 
laft  letter,  written  five  weeks  before  (he  died. 

preffionsr 
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preflions.  Could  I  expecS:  you  to  remember  any 
part  of  my  letters  fo  long  ago,  I  would  a(k  you,  that 
you  Ihould  know  where  to  find  me  when  you  had 
a  mind  to  it ;  but  I  fuppofe  you  were  in  a  roman- 
tick  ftrain,  and  defigned  to  have  furprized  me  talk- 
ing to  myfelf  m  a  wood,  or  by  the  fea.  Forgive 
the  dulnefs  of  my  apprehenfion,  and  if  telling  you 
that  I  am  at  Linn  will  not  do,  I  will  print  it, 
however  inconvenient  it  may  yet  be  to  me  ; 
for  I  am  not  the  better  for  the  old  lady's  death, 
but  am  put  in  hopes  of  being  eafy  at  Chrijimas ;  how- 
ever, I  (hall  ftill  continue  to  be  Mrs.  Smyih^  near 
St.  Nicholases  Church  in  the  town  aforefaid ;  fo 
much  for  my  affairs. — Now  as  to  my  health, 
that  was  much  out  of  order  laft  Surmner^  my  dif- 
temper  was  a  dropfy  or  ahftma  (you  know  what  I 
mean,  but  I  cannot  fpell  it  right)  or  both,  lazy 
diftempers,  which  I  was  too  lazy  to  moleft  whilft 
they  would  let  me  fit  in  quiet ;  but  when  they 
grew  fo  unreafonable  as  not  to  let  me  do  that,  I 
applied  myfelf  to  do6lor  Inglis,  by  whofe  advice  I 
I  am  now  well  enough.  To  give  you  the  beft  ac- 
count I  can  of  this  place,  the  ladies  will  make  any 
returns,  if  one  may  believe  what  they  fay  of  one 
another ;  the  men  I  know  little  of,  for  I  am  here 
what  you  have  often  upbraided  me  with,  a  Prude 
j  in  every  thing  but  cenfuring  my  neighbours ;  a 
,  couple  of  divines,  two  aldermen,  and  a  cuftom- 
i  houfe  officer,  are  all  my  men  acquaintance ;  the 
j  gay  part  of  the  town  I  know  nothing  of,  and  al- 
j  though  for  the  honour  of  the  place  I  will  fuppofe 
[there  are  good  poets,  yet  that  I  never  enquired 
j  after.  I  have  a  fhelf  pretty  well  filled  at  home, 
I  but  want  a  Mifcellany  Mr.  Steele  put  out  lafl:  year  ; 
imifs  HeJ^  promifed  it  me,  but  has  forgot  it :  I  f^ncy 
lyou  have  intereft  enough  with  him  to  get  it  for 
Ime.  I  wifh  too  at  your  leifure  you  would  make  a 
1  M  2  pedigree 
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pedigree  for  me ;  the  people  here  want  fadly  to 
know  what  I  am ;  I  pretend  to  no  more  than  be- 
ing of  George  Smyth's  family  of  Nitly^  but  do  not- 
talk  much  of  it,  for  fear  of  betraying  myfelf  j  fo 
they  fancy  fome  myftery  to  be  in  the  matter,  and 
would  give  their  rivals  place  to  be  fatisfied.  At 
firft  they  thought  I  came  hither  to  make  my  for- 
tune, by  catching  up  fome  of  their  young  fellows  ; 
but  having  avoided  that  fort  of  company,  I  am  ftill 
a  riddle  they  know  not  what  to  make  of.  Many  of 
them  feem  to  love  me  well  enough  ;  for  I  hear  all 
they  fay  of  one  another  without  making  mifchief 
among  them,  and  give  them  tea  and  coffee  when 
I  have  it,  which  are  the  greateft  charms  I  can  boaft 
of:  the  line  lady  I  have  left  to  Moll  (who  I  fup- 
pofe  was  at  the  Bath)  or  any  other  that  will  take  it 
up ;  for  I  am  grown  a  good  houfewife;  I  can  pot 
and  pickle,  fir,  and  handle  a  needle  very  prettily ; 
fee  mifs  Hejjys  fcarf,  I  think  that  is  improving 
mightily.  If  mifs  Hejfy  keeps  company  with  the 
eldeft  Hatton^  and  is  ftill  a  politician,  flie  is  not 
the  girl  I  took  her  for  ;  but  to  me  flie  feems  me- 
lancholy. Sure  Mr.  St.  John  is  not  fo  altered  but 
he  will  make  returns;  but  how  can  I  pretend  to 
judge  of  any  thing,  when  my  poorcoufm  is  taken 
for  an  hermaphrodite  ;  a  thing  I  as  little  fufpefted 
her  for  as  railing  at  any  body ;  I  know  fo  little 
caufe  for  it,  that  1  muft  be  filent.  I  hear  but  little 
of  what  is  done  in  the  world,  but  (hould  be  glad 
the  miniftry  did  themfelves  the  juftice  to  diftin- 
guifli  men  of  merit :  may  I  wifti  y6u  joy  of  ajiy 
preferment  ?  I  lhall  do  it  heartily :  but  if  you  have 
got  nothing,  I  am  bufy  to  as  much  purpofe  as  you, 
although  my  employments  are  next  to  picking 
ftraws.  Oh,  but  you  are  acquainted  with  my  lord 
Fitzhard'mg^  for  which  I  rejoice  with  you,  and  am 
your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

ANNE  LONG. 
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LETTER  III. 
Judge  N  u  T  L  E  Y  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Dublin,  Nov.  21,  1713, 

I  CAN'T  help  telling  you  that  I  think  you  do 
me  great  wrong  in  charging  me  with  being  too  civil, 
and  with  want  of  plainnefs  in  my  letters  to  you- 
If  you  will  be  abundant  in  your  favours  tome,  how 
can  I  forbear  thanking  you  ?  and  if  you  will  call 
that  by  a  wrong  name,  that  is  your  fault,  and  not 
mine.  I  hope  I  fliall  be  able  to  convince  you  of 
your  miftake,  by  putting  you  in  the  place  of  the 
party  obliged;  and  then  1  will  fliew  you,  that  I 
can  be  as  ready  (as  you  are)  in  doing  good  offices 
for  a  friend,  and  when  I  have  done  them,  can  treat 
you  as  you  do  me,  as  if  you  were  the  benefa£lor, 
and  I  had  received  the  favour :  I  am  forry  I  did 
not  keep  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  you,  that  I  might 
compare  it  with  that  which  I  fhall  have  from  you, 
whenever  1  fliall  be  fo  happy  to  receive  one  from 
you  upon  that  fubje£l ;  for  I  am  thoroughly  per- 
fuaded,  you  will  then  as  much  outdo  me  in  civi- 
lity of  expreffion,  as  you  do  now  in  the  power  of 
conferring  favours. 

By  this  time,  I  hope,  I  have  fatisfied  you,  that 
it  is  tit  for  me  (and  I  am  nfolved)  to  exprefs  the 
fenfe  I  have  of  your  friendlhip  in  as  hi^h  a  manner 
as  I  can,  until  I  have  an  opportunity  of  making  a 
better  return :  but  to  fliew  you,  that  it  is  as  un- 
eafy  to  me  to  write  civil  things,  as  it  can  be  to 
you  to  read  them,  I  will,  as  often  as  I  can,  do 
you  fefvices,  that  I  may  not  be  at  the  trouble  or 
bear  the  reproach  of  being  comolaifant. 

M  3  I  am 
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I  am  fo  much  a  philofopher  as  to  know  that  to  be 
great,  is  to  be,  but  not  to  be  tbought,  miferable; 
and  I  am  of  the  opinion  of  thofe  among  them, 
who  allow  retaliation ;  and  therefore  fmce  you 
have  declared  your  intention  of  loading  mc  with 
cares,  I  will,  as  far  as  I  can,  make  you  fen- 
fible  of  the  hurt  you  do  me  by  laying  a  like  burthen 
upon  you. 

I  thank  you  mod  fmcerely  for  the  clear  and  full 
information  you  have  given  me  of  your  grand 
church  affair.  It  entirely  agrees  with  my  judg- 
ment; for  I  do  think  that  what  you  propcfe  will 
be  the  befl:  fervice  that  has  been  done  to  this  church 
and  kingdom  fince  the  reftoration,  and  the  doing 
it  foon  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  queen's 
affairs  at  this  junfture.  For,  it  has  been  given  out 
among  the  party,  that  the  miniffry  have  an  eye 
towards  the  Whigs^  and  that,  if  they  now  exert 
themfelves,  they  will  foon  have  an  open  declara- 
tion in  their  favour :  we  have  a  remarkable  proof 
of  this  ;  for  Mr.  Brodrick  has  engaged  a  confider- 
able  number  of  the  parliament-men  (many  of  them 
not  of  his  party)  to  promife  him  their  votes  for 
fpeaker,  by  telling  them  he  has  the  approbation 
of  the  miniftry  and  lord  lieutenant;  and  fince 
his  grace  has  made  known  her  majefty's  pleafure, 
a  new  word  is  given  out,  that  the  liberties  of  the 
people  are  in  the  laft  danger,  and  that  the  crown 
is  attempting  the  ncm'nation  of  a  fpeaker.  I  own 
I  am  no  politician;  but  I  think  I  underftand  the 
pofture  of  affairs  here,  and  1  am  affured  that  the 
church  party  is  fo  ftrong,  that  if  any  thing  be 
done  on  your  fide  to  excite  their  zeal,  and  difcou- 
rage  their  adverfaries,  there  will  be  but  a  fhort 
ftruggle  here.  But  if  the  Whigs  are  permitted  to 
hope,  or  what  is  as  bad,  to  boaft  of  their  ex- 
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perflations,  and  nothing  is  done,  to  enable  others 
to  confute  them,  they  will,  'tis  probable,  be  able 
to  give  trouble  to  the  government ;  and  what  is 
now  eafy  to  be  efFeiled,  will  become  difficult  by 
delay ;  and  I  fear,  the  want  of  doing  this  in  time 
will  occafion  fome  uneafinefs  to  the  duke  of 
Shrew/bury ;  for  to  this  is  owing  the  doubtful  dif- 
pute,  who  ftiall  be  fpeaker. 

I  have  {hewed  your  letter  to  the  gentleman 
chiefly  concerned  in  it :  this  I  did,  becaufe  I  knew 
it  would  produce  a  full  expreffion  of  his  fentiments ; 
and  I  can  aflfure  you,  whatever  occafion  may  have 
been  given  you  to  think  what  you  fay  in  your 
letter,  he  has  a  true  fenfe  of  your  friendftiip  to 
him.  I  will  be  guarantee  that  according  to  the 
power  he  has,  he  will  be  ready  to  ferve  you,  and 
that  in  kind. 

My  lord  chancellor  will  fend  you  his  own 
thanks.    I  am,  moft  truly  and  fincerely, 

Yourf,  £sfj. 

LETTER  IV. 
Charles  Ford,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift*. 

London,  July  15,  1714. 

Y  O  U  fee  I  was  in  the  right ;  but  I  could  wifli 
the  booby  f  had  not  convinced  me  by  naming  my 
lord  Bolinghroke^  and  then  I  fhould  have  dealt  well 
enough  with  him.  Since  it  has  happened  fo,  the 
beft  remedy  I  could  think  of,  was  to  write  him  a 
very  civil  anfwer;  in  which,  however,  I  have  de- 
fired  to  fee  the  alterations  :   this  is  mentioned 

*  Dr.  S^'ift  was  at  this  time  in  Berkjhire*  ' 
f  Barber, 
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with  great  refpeft  to  my  lord.  Though  he  is  pro- 
mifed  to  have  it  again  to-morrow,  it  is  probable 
he  may  be  difappointed,  and  there  may  be  time 
enough  for  me  to  receive  your  directions  what  I 
fhall  do  when  I  get  it  into  my  hands.  If  the  al- 
terations are  material,  fliall  I  fend  it  to  fome  other 
printer  as  it  was  firft  written  ?  %  Refleft  upon 
everything  you  chink  likely  to  happen,  and  tell 
me  before  hand  what  is  proper  to  be  done,  that 
no  more  time  may  be  loft.  I  hate  the  dog  for 
making  his  court  in  fuch  a  manner. 

I  am  very  forry  you  have  had  occafion  to  re- 
move your  premier  minifter.  We  are  told  now, 
we  fhall  have  no  change  in  ours,  and  that  the  duke 
of  Shrewfoury  will  perfedlly  reconcile  all  matters. 
I  am  fure  you  will  not  believe  this  any  more  than 
I  do ;  but  the  Dragon  *  has  been  more  chearful 
than  ufual  for  three  or  four  days ;  and  therefore 
people  conclude  the  breaches  are  healed.  1  ra- 
ther incline  to  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  fay  he  is 
to  be  made  a  duke,  and  to  have  a  penfion.  Ano- 
ther reafon  given  why  there  is  to  be  no  change  is, 
becaufe  the  Parliament  was  not  adjourned  to  iflue 
new  writs  in  the  room  of  thofe  who  were  to  come 
in  upon  the  new  fchemc,  that  they  might  fit  in  the 
houfe  at  the  next  meeting.  But  I  can't  fee  why 
an  adjournment  may  not  do  as  well  at  the  begin- 
•  ning  as  at  the  end  of  a  feffion ;  and  certainly  it 
will  difpleafe  lefs  in  January  or  February ^  than  it 
would  have  done  in  July,  The  Whigs  give  out 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  is  coming  over,  and  his 

\  This  was  a  pamphlet  entituled,  Thoughts  on  the  Pre- 
fent  State  of  Affairs,  7  he  queen's  death  prevented  the 
publication  of  it  in  thofe  times.  It  never  appeared  un- 
til the  year  1741- 

*  The  earl  of  Oxford. 
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houfe  is  a£lually  now  fitting  up  at  St,  jfames^s. 
We  have  had  more  variety  of  lies  of  late  than  ever 
I  remember.  The  hiftory  we  were  formerly  talk* 
ing  of,  would  fwell  to  a  prodigious  fize,  if  it  was 
carried  on.  There  was  a  fire  laft  night  on  Tower^ 
Billy  that  burnt  down  forty  or  fifty  houfes.  You 
fay  nothing  of  coming  to  town.  I  hope  you  don't 
mean  to  fteal  away  to  Ireland  without  feeing  us. 

LETTER  V. 
Charles  Ford  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift, 

London,  July  17,  1714. 

SECOND  to-morrow  is  almoil  paft,  and 
nothing  has  been  yet  left  at  5/.  DunJIans,  * 
will  lofe  by  his  prodigious  cunning;  but  that  is 
nothing  to  the  punifhment  he  deferves.  Had  it 
been  only  his  fear,  he  would  have  chofen  fome- 
body  elfe  to  confult  with ;  but  the  rogue  found 
out  it  was  well  written,  and  faw  the  paffages  that 
galled.  I  am  heartily  vext  at  the  other  perfonf, 
from  whom  one  might  have  expected  a  more  ho- 
nourable  proceeding.  There  is  fomething  very 
mean  in  his  defiring  to  make  alterations,  when  I 
am  fure  he  has  no  reafon  to  complain,  and  is  at 
leaft  as  fairly  dealt  with  as  his  competitor  J.  Be- 
fides,  a  great  part  of  it  is  as  much  for  his  fervice  as 
if  he  had  given  direftions  himfelf  to  have  it  done. 
What  relates  to  the  Pretender  is  of  the  utmoft 
ufe  to  him  ;  and  therefore  I  am  as  much  fur- 
prized  at  his  delay,  as  at  his  ungenerous  manner 
of  treating  an  unknown  author,  to  whom  he  is  fo 

*  Barter,     f  Lord  BoUnghroke.     %  Lord  Oxford. 
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much  obliged.  But  perhaps  I  may  wrong  him, 
and  he  won't  defire  to  turn  the  whole  to  his  own 
advantage.  If  it  had  come  to  me  yefterday,  or 
to-day,  I  was  refolved  to  have  fent  it  to  fome  other 
printer  without  any  amendment;  but  now  I  ftiall 
wait  till  I  have  your  dire£lions,  I  wifli  you  had 
employed  fomebody  elfe  at  firft  ;  but  what  fignifies 
wlfiiing  now?  After  what  B.  *  writ  in  his  laft,  I 
can  hardly  thir^k  he  will  be  fuch  a  —  as  not  to  let 
me  have  it :  and  in  my  anfwer  I  have  given  him 
all  manner  of  encouragement  to  do  it.  He  has  as 
much  afiurance  as  he  can  well  defire,  that  the  al- 
ter^itions  fhall  be  complied  with,  and  a  pofitive 
promife  than  it  fhall  be  returned  to  him  the  fame 
day  he  leaves  it  at  St.  Dunjians, 

I  can't  imagine  why  we  have  no  mifchief  yet. 
Sure  we  are  not  to  be  difappointed  at  laft,  after 
the  buftle  that  has  been  made.  It  is  impoffible 
they  f  can  ever  agree,  and  I  want  fomething  to 
make  my  letters  ftill  entertaining.  I  doubt  you 
will  hardly  thank  me  for  them,  now  the  parlia- 
frient  is  up;  but  as  foon  as  any  thing  happens  you 
fhall  know  Tt. 

The  queen  has  not  yet  appointed  the  time  for 
removing  to  IVlndfor.  My  lord  chief  baron  Ward 
is  dead,  and  v/e  have  already  nam.ed  feven  fuccef- 
fors,  among  whom  is  our  lord  chancellor  Phips^ 
Frank  Anmfley  was  to  have  had  his  place  under  my 
lord  Jnglefey^  fo  that  it  is  well  for  him  we  have 
provided  him  with  another  for  life. 

*  Barler^  ^  Lgrds  Oxford  and  Bolingbroke^ 
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LETTER  VI. 
Lady  BoLiNGBROKE  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Mr.  DEAN,  London,  May  5,  1716. 

Y  OUR  letter  came  in  very  good  time  to  me, 
when  1  was  full  of  vexation  and  trouble,  which 
all  vaniflies,  finding  that  you  were  fo  good  to  re- 
member me  under  my  affliilions,  which  have  been 
not  greater  than  you  can  think,  but  much  grea  er 
than  I  can  exprefs.  I  am  now  in  town;  bufinefs 
called  me  hither;  and  when  that  is  fini&ed  1  ihall 
retire  with  more  comfort  than  1  came.  Do  not 
forfake  an  old  friend,  nor  believe  reports  v/hich 
are  fcandalous  and  falfe.  You  are  pleafed  tn  en- 
quire after  my  health ;  I  can  give  you  no  good  ac- 
count of  it  at  prefent ;  but  that  country,  whither  I 
fhallgo  next  week,  will,  I  hope,  fet  me  up.  As  to 
my  temper,  if  it  is  poflible,  I  am  more  infipid  and 
dull  than  ever,  except  in  fome  places,  and  there  I 
am  a  little  fury,  efpecially  if  they  dare  mention 
my  dear  lord  without  refpedt,  v/hich  fometimcs 
happens ;  for  good  manners  and  relationfhip  are 
laid  afide  in  this  town ;  it  is  not  hard  for  you  to 
guefs  whom  I  mean.  I  have  not  yet  feen  her 
grace  f,  but  defign  it  in  a  day  or  two :  we  have 
kept  a  conftant  correfpondence  ever  fmce  our  mis- 
fortunes, and  her  grace  is  pleafed  to  call  me  filter. 
There  is  no  body  in  the  world  has  a  truer  refpeit 
and  value  for  her  than  myfelf.  I  fend  this  to  n  y 
friend  ychn^  and  beg  you,  when  you  do  me  the  fa- 
vour of  an  anfvver,  to  fend  it  to  him,  who  will  take 
care  to  convey  it  to  me  in  the  country ;  for  your 

t  The  duchefs  of  Or?ncnd, 
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letter  lay  along  while,  before  it  came  to  my  hands. 
I  beg  you  to  look  with  a  friendly  eye  upon  all  my 
faults  and  blots  in  this  letter,  and  that  you  will 
believe  me  what  I  really  am,  your  moft  faithful 
humble  fervant, 

F.  B. 

LETTER  VIL 
Peter  Ludlow,  Efq;  to  Dr.  S  wm  f  t. 

September  lO,  171 8, 

I  SEND  you  the  inclofed  pamphlet  by  a  pri- 
vate hand,  not  daring  to  venture  it  by  the  common 
poil  j  for  it  is  a  melancholy  circumftance  we  are 
now  in,  that  friends  are  afraid  to  carry  on  even  a 
bare  correfpondence,  much  more  to  write  news,  or 
fend  papers  of  confequence  (as  I  take  the  inclofed 
to  be)  that  v/ay.  But  1  fuppofe  I  need  make  no 
apology  for  not  fending  it  by  poll:,  for  you  muft 
know,  and  ow^n  too,  that  my  fears  are  by  no  means 
groundlefs.  For,  your  friend  Mr.  Manley^  has 
beenguilcyof  opening  letters  that  were  not  direct- 
ed to  him,  nor  his  wife,  nor  really  to  one  of  his 
acquaintance.  Indeed  I  own  it  fo  happened,  th<*t 
they  were  of  no  confequence,  but  fecrets  of  ftate, 
fecrets  of  families,  and  other  fecrets  (that  one  would 
by  no  means  let  Mr.  Manley  knov/)  might  have  been 
difcovered ;  befides  a  thoufand,  nay,  for  ought  I 
know,  more  than  a  thoufand  calamities  might  have 
enfued  ;  I  need  not  (I  believe)  enumerate  them  to 
you  ;  but,  to  be  plain  Vv'ith  you,  no  man  nor  wo- 
man would  (with  their  eyes  open)  be  obliged  to 

*  Poll-m slier  general  of  Ireland,  whom  Dr.  S^ift 
Jiad  greatly  befriended  in  queen  Annc'i,  time. 
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fliew  all  they  had  to  Mr.  ManUy..  Thefe  I  think 
fufficient  reafons  for  fending  it  in  the  manner  I  do ; 
but  fubmit  them  and  myfelf  to  your  candour  and 
cenfure. 

The  paper,  I  believe,  you'll  find  very  artfully 
written,  and  a  great  deal  couched  under  the  ap- 
pearance (I  own  at  firft)  of  blunders  and  a  filly 
Tale.    For  who,  with  half  an  eye,  may  not  per- 
ceive, that,  by  the  old  woman's  being  drowned  at 
Raddijf'hlghzvay^  and  not  dead  yet,  is  meant  tho 
Church,  which  may  be  funk  or  drowned,  but  in 
all  probability  will  rife  again.    Then  the  man 
who   was   followed,   and   overtaken,   is  eafily 
gueffed  at.    He  could  not  tell  (the  ingenious  au- 
thor fays)  whether  file  was  dead:  true  !  but  may 
be  he  will  tell  foon.    But  then  the  author  goes  on 
(who  muft  be  fuppofed  a  high-church-man)  and 
enquires  of  a  man  riding  ahorfeback  upon  a  mare. 
That's  prepofterous,  and  muft  allude  to  a  great 
man  who  has  been  guilty  (or  he  is  foully  belied) 
of  very  prepofterous  adtions  ;  when  the  author 
comes  up  to  him,  the  man  takes  him  for  a  Robber, 
or  Tory\  and  ran  from  him,  but  you  find  he  pur- 
fued  him  furioufly.  Mark  that :  and  The  Horfe,^ 
This  is  indeed  carrying  a  figure  farther  than  Ho" 
mer  does :  he  makes  the  fliield  or  its  device  an  epi- 
thet fometimes  to  his  v/arrior,  but  never,  as  I  re- 
member, puts  it  in  place  of  the  perfon  ;  but  there 
is  a  figure  for  this  in  rhetorick,  which  I  own  I 
don't  remember ;  by  which  we  often  fay.  He  is 
a  gooJ  fiddle,  or  rather,  as  by  the  Gown  is  often 
meant  particular  Parfons.    Well  then,  you  find 
the  Horfe,  feeing  himfelf  dead,  or  undone,  ran 
away  as  faft  as  he  could,  and  left  the  prepofterous 
fellow  to  go  afoot.    During  this  their  misfortuncj, 
the  candid  author  (whom  I  cannot  mention  with- 
out a  profound  refpe£t)  calls  them  friends,  and 

means 


(   174  ) 

means  to  do  them  no  harm  ;  only  enquires  after 

the  welfare  oi  the  church.  —Ah  !   Dear  Sir, 

this  is  the  true  cbaradter  of  the  Tories.  And  here 
I  cannot  but  compare  the  generofity  and  good-na- 
ture of  the  one,  with  the  I'uUen  ingratitude  of  the 
other ;  v/e  find  the  horfe  gone,  and  they  footing  it 
give  a  furly  anfwer;  while  the  other  (though  a 
conqueror)  offers  his  friendftiip,  and  aiks  the  quef- 
tion  with  a  Pray  mform  ?ne. 

I  have  gone,  my  dear  friend,  thus  far  with  the 
paper,  to  iQiew  you  how  excellent  a  piece  I  take  it 
to  be,  and  muft  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  give  me 
your  opinion  of  it,  and  fend  me  your  animadver- 
lions  upon  the  whole ;  which  I  am  confident  you 
won't  refufe  me,  when  you  confider  of  how  great 
an  advantage  they  will  be  to  the  whole  earth, 
who,  may  be,  to  this  day,  have  read  over  thefe 
fteets  with  too  fupcrficial  an  underftanding ;  and 
cfpecially  fince  it  is  the  requeft  of,  learned  Sir, 
your  moft  dutiful  and  moft  obedient  humble  fer- 
vant. 

Sir  POLITICK  WOULD-BE. 

I  fubmit  it  to  your  better  judgment  (when  you 
make  a  more  curious  enquiry  into  the  arcana  of 
this  piece)  to  confider  whether,  by  Sir  John  Vangs 
(who  you  find  lives  by  the  water-fide)  muft  not  be 
meant  the  Dutch ;  fince  you  find  too,  that  he  eats 
bag  pudding  freezing  hot;  this  may  feem  a  para- 
dox, but  I  have  been  affured  by  a  curious  friend 
of  mine  of  great  veracity,  who  had  lived  many 
Winters  in  Holland^  that  nothing  is  more  common 
than  for  hot  pudding  to  feeze  in  that  cold  coun- 
try :  but  then  what  convinces  me  that  by  Sir  yohn^ 
the  Dutch  muft  be  meant,  is,  that  you  find  he  creeps 
out  of  a  ftcppcr-hole,  which  alludes  to  their  mean 
origin.  I  muft  obferve  too,  that  gammer  ('angs 
M  had 
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had  an  old  woman  to  her  fon.  That's  a  bob  for 
Glorious*. — But  I  am  under  great  concern  to 
find  fo  hard  a  fentence  paft  upon  poor  Sivift^  be- 
caufe  he's  little,  I  think  him  better  than  any  of 
them,  and  hope  to  fee  him  greater* 

LETTER  VIIL 
Dr.  Swift  to  [Stella]  Mrs.  Johns  on 

yjCK  GRATTAN  faid  nothing  to  me  of  it 
till  laft  night;  'cis  none  of  my  fault:  how  did  I 
know  but  you  were  to  dine  abroad  ?  You  fliould 
have  fentyour  meflenger  fooner;  yes,  I. think  the 
dinner  you  provided  tor  yourfelves  may  do  well 
enough  here,  but  pray  fend  it  foon.  I  wifh  you 
would  give  a  body  more  early  warning ;  but  you 
muft  blame  yourfelves.  Delany  fays  he  vvill  come 
in  the  evening;  and  for  aught  I  know  Sheridan 
may  be  here  at  dinner :  which  of  you  was  it  that 
undertook  this  frolick  ?  Your  letter  hardly  ex- 
plained your  meaning,  but  at  laft  I  found  it* 
Pray  don't  ferve  me  thefe  tricks  often.  You  may 
be  lure,  if  there  be  a  good  bottle  you  fhall  have  it. 
I  am  fure  I  never  refufed  you,  and  therefore  that 
refledlion  might  have  been  fpared.  Pray  be  more 
pofitive  in  your  anfwer  to  this. 

Deanry-houfe^ 
Sunday  morning,  April  30,  1 72 1. 

Margoojiy  and  not  Mergoofe^  rt  is  fpelt  with  aa 
tf,  fimpleton. 

*  The  common  appellation  in  Ireland  for  king  IFil^ 
Uam  ni. 

t  Indorfedby  Mrs.  John/Qn^  An  anfwer  to  no  letter. 

No, 
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No,  I  am  pretty  well  after  my  walk*  I  am  glad 
the  archdeacon  J  got  home  fafe,  and  I  hope  you 
took  care  of  him.  It  was  his  own  fault ;  how  could 
I  know  where  he  was  ?  and  he  could  have  eafily 
overtaken  me ;  for  I  walked  fcftly  on  purpofe,  I 
told  Delany  I  would. 

L  E  T  T  E  R  IX. 

Edward  Earl  of  Oxford  to  Dr.  Swift. 

GOOD  Mr.  DEAN,  Wimpole,  Nov.  2,  1724. 

T  HERE  has  nothing  of  late  given  me  fo 
much  real  trouble  and  uneafmefs,  as  my  having  fo 
long  deferred  writing  to  you,  to  make  my  acknow- 
ledgments for  your  moft  kind  letter,  and  to  aflure 
you  that  I  took  every  part  of  your  obliging  letter 
in  the  manner  you  would  wiih  me  to  do  :  I  muft 
fay,  that  amidft  my  grief  and  concern,  it  gave  me 
a  fecret  pleafure  to  find  that  I  was  thought  of  by 
you  ;  and  what  was  a  great  addition,  that  you  ftill 
retained  the  fame  thoughts  and  fentiments  of  my 
dear  father,  and  that  you  had  not  laid  afide  the  de- 
fign  you  once  entertained  of  tranfmitting  his  name 
and  ftory  to  pofterity.  I  did  delay  writing  fome 
time,  becaufe  I  was  in  great  hopes  I  fliould  have 
been  able  to  have  given  you  a  much  more  fatisfac- 
tory  account  than  I  am  now  able  to  give,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fearch  I  have  made  in  anfwer  to  your 
queftion,  ^^Ifhe  had  left  any  Memoirs  behind  him 
\  fuppofe  you  mean  in  relation  to  himfelf.  I  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  find  any  among  his  papers  in 
town.  This,  with  fome  other  affairs,  drew  the 
time  into  the  length  it  is ;  but  I  afTure  you,  if  I 

\  Archdeacon  WalL 

have 
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bave  the  fatIsfa(5lion  to  hear  from  you  again  (as  I 
hope  I  fhall)  I  will  be  more  purK^iual  in  my  re- 
turns ;  for  I  will  all(iW  no  body  to  value  and  elteem 
you  more  than  I  do. 

There  is  certainly  a  very  great  number  of  ma- 
terials for  a  hiftory,  a  vaft  colledtion  of  letters  and 
other  papers,  a  great  deal  maybe  fupplied  elfe-s- 
where  ;  but  give  me  leave  to  fay.  That  if  you  do 
not  come  into  England^  nothing  can  be  done;  it 
will  not  be  poflible  to  do  any  thing  to  purpofe. 
Without  this  view,  there  would  be  nobody  more 
welcome  to  me  than  your  felf,  you  ftiould  live  in 
your  own  way,  and  do  juft  what  was  moft  agree- 
able to  you  :  I  have  houfes  enough,  you  {hall  take 
your  choice  :  1  muft  with  earneltnefs  repeat  it  to 
you  again,  That  I  beg  you  will  think  pf  this  mat- 
ter ferioufly. 

As  to  what  you  mention  of  the  picture,  I  have 
often  heard  my  father  fay,  That  he  did  defign  to 
fit  for  you^  but  did  not :  I  fhall  certainly  take  care 
that  you  (hall  have  a  picSiure,  and  a  good  one : 
pray  let  me  know  what  fize  you  would  have  it  of : 
if  you  defign  it  ftiould  fit  any  particular  place,  you 
muft  fend  me  the  exa£l  meafure  of  the  place. 

Your  fifter*,  as  you  ufed  to  call  her,  is  much 
your  fervant ;  (he  has  been  at  the  Bath  for  fome 
time;  ftie  is  better  than  when  flie  went.  I  fup- 
pofe  you  hear  fometimes  from  our  friend  Mr.  Pope  : 
he  has  taken  another  voyage  into  Homer-land  f , 
as  Gay  calls  it ;  I  wifli  he  may  make  an  advan- 
tageous voyage  of  it. 

I  doubt  you  will  f 'y,  That  fince  I  was  fo  long 
before  I  began  to  write,  that  now  I  have  begun,  I 
do  not  know  when  to  end  ;   I  will  therefore  tell 

*  Lady  Oxford. 

t  Tranflauon  of  the  0^;^j. 

Vol.  V,  N  voii 
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you  what  I  am  with  great  truth,  Sir,  your  moft 
obedient  humble  fervant, 

OXFORD. 

I  defire  your  acceptance  of  a  ring,  a  finall  re- 
membrance of  my  father.  How  fliall  I  fend  it 
you  ? 

LETTER  X. 
Edward  Earl  of  Oxford  to  Dr.  Sw^ift*^ 

REV.  SIR,  Dover-ftieet,  July 2<J,  1725., 

Mr  .  Clayton  going  to  Ireland^  I  take  the  op- 
portunity of  writing  to  you,  in  the  firft  place  to 
tell  you,  that  I  am  ready  to  make  good  my  pro- 
mife  which  I  made  of  fending  you  a  pidlure  of 
my  father.  The  painter  has  done  his  part,  fo 
that  the  piflure  is  now  ready,  but  I  do  not  know 
bow  to  fend  it  to  you  fafe  :  you  did  tell  me  a  gen- 
•  tkman  (hould  call,  but  where  he  lives,  or  who  he 
is,  I  know  not.  I  am  very  defirous  you  fhouW 
have  it,  becaufe  it  has  been  lo  long  coming  ;  and 
I  am  very  ambitious  of  doing  any  thing  that  may 
in  the  leaft  be  agreeable  to  you.  You  had  heard 
of  this  fooner,  but  I  have  been  for  three  months 
out  of  town  ;  I  made  a  long  progrefs,  even  beyond 
Edinburgh  fifty  miles. 

I  enquire  of  you  fometimes  of  dean  Berkeley  J  : 
I  was  forry  to  hear  that  you  were  troubled  with 
that  melancholy  diftemper,  the  want  of  hearing, 
silthough  in  fome  cafes  it  is  good  j  but  one  would 

X  Dr.  Berkeley^  was  then  dean  of  Derry, 

have 
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havt  it  in  one's  power  to  hear  or  not  hear,  as  It 
fuited  bed  with  one's  inclinations. 

I  am  alfo  fofry  that  there  js  no  mention  made  of 
any  defign  of  your  coming  into  England,  I  long 
much  for  it,  and  do  flatter  myfelf  v^ith  rhe  thoughts 
of  feeing  you  under  my  roof,  where  you  (hall  ex- 
ecute more  authority  than  1  will  allow  to  belong 

to  any  bifhops  made  fmce   Do  not  lay  afidc  all 

thoughts  of  coming  over;  change  of  air  may  da 
you  good  as  well  as  the  voyage.  I  thank  God 
your  fifter  is  very  well,  confiderlng  the  way  fhe 
is  in  ;  I  hope  in  two  m.onths,  or  thereabouts,  (he 
will  be  much  better  :  fb"  prel^^nts  her  humble  fer- 
vice  to  you.    P^ggy  is  very  v/el!. 

Pope  is  well  I  fuppofe  ;  he  is  rambling  about  the 
country.  I  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  a  picture 
which  is  very  like  you  every  day,  and  is  as  good 
a  pifture  as  ever  Jarvls  painted.  I  am.  Sir,  your 
moft  obedient  humble  fervant  and  brother, 

OXFORD. 

LETTER  XL 
Ebw^ard  Earl  of  Oxford  to  Dr.  Swift. 

REV.   SIR,  I>over-ftreet,  Aug.  30,  1 725, 

I  RECEIVED  the  favour  of  your  letter;  I 
am  vexed  that  the  trifle  of  the  ring  {hould.n^>t 
have  reached  you;  I  found  where  the  fault  lay; 
I  hope  you  will  foon  receive  both  the  picture  and 
the  ring  fafe ;  I  have  ordered  them  to  the  care  of 
Erafmus  Leivls^  Efq;  our  old  friend,  and  he  >s  a 
punctual  man,  and  is  well  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Ford^  and  my  lord  Arrari's.  chaplain,  Mr.  Charletoni 
fo  1  hope  this  method  v/ill  not  fail  that  I  have  now 

N  2  takc'u. 


triken.  I  would  not  be  wanting  in  the  leaft  trifle^ 
by  which  I  might  fliew  the  value  and  efteem  I 
have,  and  always  muft  and  will  have  for  you. 

The  pi'£lure  I  have  of  you  is  the  fame  which 
Mr.  Jarvis  drew  of  you  in  Ireland^  and  it  is  very 
like  you,  and  is  a  very  good  pi(Slure  >  and  though 
Mr.  yarvis  is  honoured  with  the  place  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  painter,  be  cannot  paint  a  picture  I  fhall  fo 
much  value  as  I  do  that  of  the  dean  of  St.  Pa^ 
trick^s. 

My  old  fellow  collegiate  has  done  fo  right  a 
thing  as  to  prefer  one  of  your  recommendation, 
I  am,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

OXFORD, 

My  wife  fends  hef  compliments  to  you;  (he 
IS  as  well  as  can  be  expedted, 

LETTER  XII. 
George  Rochfort,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR, 

\  FIND  myfelf  Hand  in  need  of  the  advice  I 
beflowed  an  you  Vother  night,  and  therefore  if 
you  h'ave  got  rid  of  your  cold,  I  would  prefcribe  a 
fmall  jaunt  *  to  Belcamp  this  morning.  If  you  find 
yourfelf  thus  difpofed,  I  will  watt  far  you  here 
in  my  boots :  the  weather  may  perhaps  look 
gloomy  at  the  deanery;  but  I  can  affure  you  it  is 
a  fine  day  in  this  pariflif?  where  we  fet  up  for  as 
good  taftes  as  our  neighbours  :   to  convince  you 

*  Dr.  Grattan*s^  about  five  miles  from  Dtdlin. 

\  Si.  Marj^i  parilh,  about  a  mile' from  the  Deanery. 

of 
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-of  mine,  I  fend  you  this  invitation.  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  your  much  obliged  and  obedient  fervant, 

GEORGE  ROCHFORT- 

Wednefday  morning. 
Sept,  g,  1725. 

LETTER  XIII. 
Edward  Earl  of  Oxford  to  Dr.  Swift. 

REV,  SlRj  Dover- ftreet,  Oa.  19,  1725. 

I  HOPE  you  will  excufe  thefe  few  lines  for 
once,  when  I  tell  you  that  yefterday  morning,  I 
thank  God,  my  wife  was  fafely  delivered  of  a  fon, 
and  both  mother  and  child  are  as  well  as  can  be 
expe£led.  I  fancy  this  will  not  be  difagreeable 
news  to  the  dean  of  St.  Patrick's^  except  he  be  very 
much  altered,  which  I  believe  not.  I  will  not 
trouble  you  with  any  more,  but  to  tell  you  that 
1  am  with  great  refpeft,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient 
tumble  fervant, 

OXFORD* 


N  3  LET- 
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LETTER  XIV. 

c 

From  the  Prince  ofLiLLiPUT. 

In  European  chara£ters  and  EngViJb  thus ; 

The  high  and  mio^hty  prince  Egroego,  bom 
to  the  moil  puiirant  empire  of  the  Eajl^ 

Unto  Stella,  the  moft  refplendent  glory  of 
th^  Weflern  hemifphere,  fendeth  health  and 
happiivefs. 

BRIGHTEST  PRINCESS,  1727. 

T  HAT  invincible  heroe,  the  Man  Moun-» 
TAIN,  fortunaiely  arriving  at  our  coafts  fome 
yeais  ago,  delivered  us  from  ruin  by  conquering 
the  £ects  and  armies  of  our  enemies,  and  gave  us 
])opcs  of  a  durable  peace  and  happinefs.  But  nowr 
the  martial  people  of  Blefufca^  encouraged  from  his 
iiblence,  have  i-enevv^ed  the  war,  to  revenge  upon 
Tis  the  lofs  and  difgrace  they  fuffered  by  our  va- 
liant champion. 

The  fame  of  your  fuperexcellent  perfon  and 
virtue,  and  the  huge  eftv^em  v^hich  that  great  ge- 
reral,  has  for  you,  urged  us  in  this  our  fecond 
ciiftrefs  to  fue  for  your  favour.  In  order  to  v/hich, 
we  have  fent  our  able  and  trufty  Nardac  Koorb- 
NILOB,  requeuing,  That  if  our  general  does  yet 
tread  upon  the  terreftrial  globe,  you,  in  compaffion 

*  Here  we  have  a  parcel  of  char'flers  formed  at  ran- 
doiP,  by  way  of  ihe  addrefb  in  the  Lilliputian  tongue. 

to 
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to  us,  would  prevail  upon  him  to  take  another 
voyage  for  our  deliverance. 

And,  left  any  apprehenfions  of  famine  amongft 
us,  fhould  render  Nardac  Mountain  averfe  to 
the  undertaking,  we  fignify  to  you,  that  we  have 
ftored  our  folds,  our  coops,  our  granaries  and  cel- 
lars with  plenty  of  provifion  for  a  long  fupply  of 
the  waftes  to  be  made  by  his  capacious  ftomach. 

And  furthermore,  becaufe  as  we  hear  you  are 
*  not  fo  well  as  we  could  wifti,  we  beg  you  would 
compleat  our  happinefs  by  venturing  your  mofl: 
valuable  perfon  along  with  him  into  our  country  ; 
where,  by  the  falubrity  of  our  finer  air  and  diet, 
you  will  foon  recover  your  health  and  ftomach. 

In  full  afTurance  of  your  complying  goodnefs, 
we  have  fent  you  fome  provifion  for  your  voyage, 
and  we  fliall  with  impatience  wait  for  your  fafe 
arrival  to  our  kingdom.  Moft  illuftrious  lady, 
farevvel. 

Prince  EGROEGO, 

Dated  the  iTth  day  of  tfie  6th  Moon,  in  the 
2001  year  of  the  Lilliputian  aera, 

L  E  T  T  E  R  XV. 
Edward  Earl  of  Oxford  to  Dr.  Swift. 

REV.  SIR,  Dover-flreet,  Oa.  12,  1727. 

I  WAS  very  much  concerned  to  hear  you 
were  fo  much  out  of  order  when  I  went  to  the 
North  'y  and  upon  my  return,  which  was  but  late- 
Jy,  I  was  in  hopes  to  have  found  you  here,  and 
that  you  would  not  have  gone  to  your  deanery  till 
the  Spring.    I  Ihould  be  glad  to  hear  that  you 
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are  we!!,  and  liave  got  rid  of  that  troublefome  dif- 
ttniper,  your  deafnefs. 

1  liave  fecn  Pcfe  but  once,  and  tliat  was  but  for 
a  few  minutes  ;  he  was  very  much  out  of  order, 
but  I  hope  it  only  proceeded  from  being  two  days 
in  town,  and  ftaying  out  a  whole  opera.  He 
would  not  fee  the  coronation,  although  he  might 
have  feen  it  with  little  trouble. 

I  came  laft  night  well  home,  after  attending  and 
paying  my  duty  in  my  rank  at  the  coronation.  I 
hope  there  will  not  be  another  till  I  can  have  the 
laudable  excufe  of  Old  Age  not  to  attend  ;  which 
is  no  ill  wifh  to  their  prefent  majefties,  fince  Not* 
iingham  at  fourfcore  could  bear  the  fatigue  very 
well.  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  an  account  of 
the  ceremony  \  1  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  have 
a  full  and  true  acccunt  from  m.uch  better  hands. 

I  have  been  put  in  hopes  that  we  fliall  fee  you 
again  early  in  the  Springs  which  will  be  a  very 
great  pleafurc  to  me. 

Inhere  is  a  gentleman  that  is  now  upon  putting 
out  a  new  edition  of  the  Oxford  Marmora:  I 
fnouid  take  it  for  a  great  favour  if  you  would  be 
fo  kind  to  lend  me  your  copy  of  that  book.  I  think 
there  are  fome  corrections  :  if  you  think  fit  to  do 
this,  Mr.  Clayton^  who  is  in  Ireland^  will  take  care 
to  bring  it  fafe  to  me,  and  1  will  with  great  care 
leiurp  it  to  you  again. 

I  muft  not  conclude  this  without  making  niy 
wife's  compliments  to  you.  I  am,  with  true  re- 
fpe£t,  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 

OXFORD. 

You  forgot  to  fend  me  the  ballad. 

Mr.  Clayton  will  call  upon  you  before  he  comes 

to  England  j  I  have  written  to  him  to  that 

purpofe. 
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LETTER  XVL 
Mrs.  Martha  Blount  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  May  7,  172S. 

I  AM  very  much  pleafed  with  your  letter,  but 
I  ftiould  have  thought  myfelf  much  more  obliged, 
had  you  been  lei's  fincere,  and  not  told  me,  I  did 
not  owe  the  favour  intirely  to  your  inclinations, 
but  to  an  information  that  I  had  a  mind  to  hear 
from  you :  'and  1  miftruft  you  think  even  that  as 
much  as  I  deferve.  If  fo,  you  really  are  not  de- 
ferving  of  my  repeated  inquiries  after  you,  and 
my  conftanc  good  wiflies  and  concern  for  your 
welfare  5  which  merits  fome  remembrance  without 
the  help  of  another.  I  can't  fay  I  have  a  great  in- 
clination to  write  to  you,  for  I  have  no  great  va- 
nity that  way,  at  lealt  not  enough  to  fupport  me 
above  the  fear  of  writing  ill  :  but  1  would  fain  have 
you  know  how  truly  well  I  wifli  you. 

I  am  forry  to  hear  no  good  account  of  your 
health  :  mine  has  been,  fmce  Chnjlmas  (at  which 
time  I  had  my  fever  and  rafh)  neither  well,  nor 
ill  enough  to  be  taken  notice  of:  but  within  thefe 
three  wetks  I  have  been  fick  in  forms,,  and  kept 
my  bed  for  a  week,  and  my  chamber  to  this 
day. 

This  confinement,  together  with  the  mourning, 
has  enabled  me  to  be  very  eafy  in  my  chair-hire: 
for  a  dyed  black  gown,  aiid  a  fcoured  white  one, 
have  done  my  bulinefs  very  well ;  and  they  are 
riowjufl  fit  for  Petcrjham^  where  we  talk  of  going 
IW  three  weeks  \  and  I  am  not  without  hopes  I 

fiiall 
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fliall  have  the  fame  fquire*  I  had  laft  year.  I 
am  very  unwilling  to  change^  and  moreover  I 
begin  to  fear  I  have  no  great  profpe£l  of  getting 
any  new  danglers ;  and  therefore,  in  order  to 
make  a  tolerable  figure,  I  (hall  endeavour  to 
behave  mjfelf  mighty  well,  that  I  may  keep  my 
old  ones. 

As  a  proof  that  I  continue  to  be  well  received 
at  Courts  I  will  tell  you  where  the  royal  family 
defign  to  pafs  their  Summer :  two  months  at  Rich- 
mond-Lodge^  the  fame  time  2ii  Hampton- Courts  and 
fix  weeks  at  Windjor.  Mrs.  Howard  is  well,  and 
happier  than  ever  you  faw  her;  for  her  whole  af- 
fair with  her  hufband  is  ended  to  her  fads  faction. 

Dr.  Arbuthnot  I  am  very  angry  with  :  he  neg- 
le£ts  me  for  thofe  he  thinks  finer  ladies,  Mr. 
^?^/s  fame  continues,  but  his  riches  are  in  a  fair 
way  of  diminifliing  :  he  is  gone  to  the  Bath :  I 
wifli  you  were  ordered  there,  for  I  believe  that 
would  carry  Mr.  Pope^  who  is  alv/ays  inclined  to 
do  more  for  his  friends  than  himfelf.  He  is  much 
out  of  order,  and  is  told  nothing  is  fo  likely  to  do 
him  good. 

My  illnefs  has  prevented  my  writing  to  you 
fooner.  If  I  was  a  favourite  at  Courts  I  would 
foon  convince  you  that  I  am  very  fincerely  your 
faithful  friend  and  very  humble  fervant, 

M.  B. 

*  Dr.  S^i/t, 
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LETTER  XVIL 
Francis  Geogeghan^  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift, 

S  I  R,  March  lo,  lyiS-g, 

"V^OUR  time  Is  precious,  your  curiofity  n©t 
very  fmall,  my  efteem  of  you  very  great ;  there- 
fore come  not  within  the  walls  of  the  four  courts 
in  hopes  of  hearing  a  matrimonial  decree  in  this 
reign;  for  on  Monday^  (viz.)  that  is  to  fay,  the 
loth  of  this  inftant  March^  1728,  his  excellency 
Thomas  Wyndham^  Efq;  lord  high- chancellor  of 
Ireland^  pronounced,  after  your  back  was  turned, 
and  not  with  the  affiftance  of  the  two  chiefs,  his 
decree  in  the  cafe  of  Stewart  v.  Stewart^  on  A* 
Pow el  to  this  efFe£l:   He  faid  there  was  a  full 
confent  till  fuch  time  as  the  draught  of  the  fet- 
tlement  was  fent  down  to  Mrs.  Stewart^  to  be 
confidered  by  her  and  her  friends  ;  and  after  flie 
had  confidered  it,  fhe  ihall  not  be  at  liberty  to 
make  any  objections ;  for  all  reftricSlions  of  mar- 
riage are  odious  in  the  civil  law,  and  not  favoured 
by  the  common  law,  efpeciaily  afier  the  age  of 
one  and  twenty  ;  therefore  marry  they  may,  and 
let  Mr.  Nutley"^  be  a  lawyer  for  Mrs.  Rebecca 
Stnuart^  the  plaintiff,  to  take  care  of  the  fettiement 
for  her  advantage,  and  let  Powel  chufe  another 
lawyer  for  himfelf ;  though  by  the  bye,  Mr.  Nut^ 
ley  would  ferve  for  both  ;  and  it  is  not  neceffary  to 
inquire  u  hatP<?^W makes  by  bis  prailice,  although 
he  allured  the  mother  itamouiited  to  one  thoufand 
four  hundred  pounds  ^^r  annum. 


•  Mr.  Nutlcy  had  been  n  judge  in  queen  Anne'^s  time. 

t  Ovid, 


X)vid^  'tis  true,  fuccefsfully  imparts 
The  rules  to  fteal  deluded  virgins  hearts ; 
But  oh  !  ye  fair  ones,  pious  Nutleyh  (kill 
Inftru(£ts  you  to  elude,  by  magick  bill. 
The  laws  of  God,  and  gratify  your  will. 

You  will,  I  hope,  excufe  this  liberty  in  one, 
who,  to  refent  the  indignity  offered  to  you  by 
Rams  coachman  f ,  made  him  drunk  foon  after  at 
Gory^  which  fo  much  incenfed  the  aforefaid  Ram^ 
that  he  difcharged  him  his  fervice,  and  he  is  now 
fo  reduced,  that  he  has  no  other  way  of  getting 
.his  bread  but  by  crying  in  this  city,  Ha  you  any 
dirt  to  carry  out?  I  am.  Sir,  your  fincere  friend 
and  humble  fervant, 

FRANCIS  GEOGEGHAN, 

LETTER  XVIII. 
— —  Flower,  Efq;  %  to  Dr.  Swift, 

SIR,  Aflibrook,  March  18,  1728-9. 

S  I  have  been  honoured  with  fome  of  your 
letters,  and  as  you  are  my  old  acquaintance,  though 
Id' my  forrow  not  intimately  fo,  I  truft  you  will 
pardon  this  prefumption.  Perhaps  you  may  be 
at  a  lofs  to  guefs  what  title  I  have  to  an  old  ac- 
quaintance with  you ;  but  as  feveral  little  acci- 
dents make  indelible  impreffions  upon  the  minds 
of  fchool-boys,  near  thirty  years  ago,  when  I  was 
one,  I  remember  I  was  committed  to  your  care 
from  Sheene  to  London:  we  took  water  at  Morelake^ 
the  commander  of  the  little  (kifF  was  very  drunk 


•}•  Vid,  Intelligencer,  No.  2. 
J  Afterwards  lord  Cajikdurrtnv. 
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and  infolent,  put  us  afliore  at  Hammer fmith^  yet 
infifted,  with  very  abufive  language,  on  his  fare, 
which  you  courageoufly  refufed  ;  the  mob  gather- 
ed ;  r  expefled  to  fee  your  gown  ftript  off,  and 
for  vCant  of  a  blanket  to  take  a  flight  with  you  in 
it,  but 

Turn  pietate  gravem  ac  meritls  Jl  forte  virum  quern. 
Confpexere^  ftlent^  arreEiifque  auribus  ajiant  : 
Ilk  regit  diitis  animos^  ^  peSiora  mulcet, 

Virg.  iEn.  I.  155. 

By  your  powerful  eloquence  you  faved  your  bacon 
and  money,  and  we  happily  proceeded  on  our  jour- 
ney. But  it  is  not  an  inclination  purely  to  teli  you 
this  old  ftory,  which  perfuades  me  to  write.  A 
friend  from  Dublin  lately  obliged  me  with  a  very 
entertaining  paper,  entitled  The  Intelligencer ^  it  is 
number  20,  a  pofthumous  work  of  Nejior  Ironfide  ; 
a  corrcfpondent  mentioning  thefe  papers  in  a  letter 
raifed  my  curiofity,  with  the  fpecimen  I  had  of 
them,  to  read  the  reft.  For  my  part,  1  have  bu- 
ried myfelf  in  the  country,  and  know  little  of 
the  world,  but  what  I  learn  from  news-papers ; 
you,  who  live  fo  much  in  it,  and  from  other  more 
convincing  proofs,  I  am  fatisfied  are  acquainted 
with  the  Intelligencer.  1  wifh  his  zeal  could  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  his  poor  country,  but  I  fear 
his  labour  is  in  vain. 

The  miferics  of  the  North,  as  reprefented,  de- 
mand the  utmoft  compaflion,  and  muft  foften  the 
malice  of  the  moft  bitter  eaemy ;  I  hope  they, 
whofe  intereft  it  is,  if  they  rightly  confidered  it, 
to  relieve  thofe  miferable  wretches,  will  redrcfs  fo 
publick  a  calamity;  to  which,  if,  as  I  have  heard, 
fome  of  the  clergy,  by  exacting  of  tithes,  have  con- 
tributed i  ihcy  delerve  as  great  cenfure,  as  a  certain 
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dean,  who  lends  feveral  fums  without  intereft  to  hiai 
poor  pariftiioners,  has  gained  credit  and  honour  by 
his  charitable  beneficence.  Bad  men,  to  be  fure, 
have  crept  iii,  and  are  of  that  facred  and  learned 
order;  the  blackefl  of  crimes,  forgery,  treafon 
and  blafphemy  recently  prove  this :  fuch  fliould 
be  fpued  out  of  it  with  utmoft  contempt,  and 
puniihed  according  to  their  demerit  with  fevcre 
juftice.  If  this  allegiation  be  true,  I  hope  to 
fee  them  cenfured  by  the  Intelligencer^  and  recom- 
mend to  him  the  words  of  "Jeremiah  to  expatiate 
upon,  c.  X.  v.  21.  c.  xii,  v.  10,  1 1.  I  imagine  the 
poor  widow,  his  printer*,  is  in  danger  of  punrfli- 
ment;  Ihe  fuffVrt^d  very  cruelly  for  the  Draplers 
Works ;  I  hope  feveral  contributed  to  eafe  her 
misfortunes  on  that  occafion;  I  confefs  I  am  forry 
1  did  not,  but  \i you  will  give  her  a  piece  of  gold, 
not  fn  my  name  1  beg,  being  unwilling  to  vaunt 
of  charity,  but  as  from  a  friend  of  yours,  I  fhall 
by  the  firft  fafe  hand  fend  one ;  in  return  I  expert 
the  Drapiers  Works  entire. 

I  am  forry,  that  for  the  benefit  of  the  ladies, 
the  author  has  not  given  us  the  EngUJh  of 

Moitts  doiS\fi  gatidet  lonicos 
Mat  lira  Virgo, 

Not  having  Creeches  Horace,  a  gentleman  prevailed 
on  me  to  attempt  tranfl^jting  of  it  in  a  couple  of 
diftichs;  the  fcience,  which  the  compound  £77^- 
iijh  and  Gree^  word  figr.rfies,  little  concerns  a 
widower;  hut  I  fliould  be  glad  to  fee  it  improved 
by  aood  proficients  in  the  lonid  j  I  own,  m 
nry  little  reading,  I  never  met  wiih  this  word, 
v/hich  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  paiTagc  on  the  Tb.vnes. 

*  Mrs.  Harding, 

My 


C    i9t  ) 

My  younger  uncle,  the  grave  Mr.  Flower^  his  wife 
and  mine,  and  parfon  Dingle^  one  day  made  the 
tour  of  the  city  :  we  faw  Bedlam^  the  lions,  and 
what  not  ?  and  finifhed  with  a  view  of  that  noble 
engine  under  London  Bridge :  then  we  took  wa- 
ter for  Whitehall y  rowed  very  filently  to  oppofite 
the  glafs-houfe,  where  a  dyer,  his  boat  at  anchor, 
was  angling;  poor  Jack  unfortunately  afked,  ad- 
dreffing  himfelf  to  our  waterman,  What  that  maa 
was  fifliing  for  ?  The  wag  anfwered  very  brifk. 

For  ,  Mafter,  will  you  buy  any  ?  You  are  a 

man  of  too  much  humour  not  to  be  pleafed  with 
the  reply.  I  never  can  think  of  it  without  a  laugh  ; 
and  am  fure  need  not  defcribe  the  fcene  to  you. 
He  is  fmce  called  in  our  family  by  the  name  of 
Jack  Fijher. 

LETTER  XIX. 
Lady  Johnston*  to  Dr.  Swift, 

[March  30,  1725.5 

To  The  Rcyd.  The  Dean  of  St.  PaTricks. 

I  A  M  a  Huckfter  and  Lives  in  Strand  Street  & 
has  Dealings  with  Several  familys,  a  faterday  Night 
a  Cafe  of  fnftrumentsf  was  fent  me  in  pawn  by 
a  Certain  perfon  in  Marys  Street^  for  two  Rowls 
a  print  of  Butter  four  Herrings  and  three  Nagins 

*  Thus  endorfed  by  Dr.  S^ift ;  "  The  hejl  letter  I 
tver  read^ 

f  It  is  not  unlikely  this  was  a  prefent  of  a  cafe  of  in- 
ftruments  from  Ladv  Johnfion  to  the  Dr, 
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of  firong  Waters,  My  fofter  brother  who  ply*^ 
about  that  End  of  the  town  tells  Me,  he  wanft 
faw  it  in  your  hand,  fearing  Hawkins^sX  whip  I 
fend  it  to  you,  and  will  take  an  Other  Courfe  ta 
gett  My  Money,  fo  I  Remain  your  Horns 

Humble  Sarv^  to  Command 
y«  30  MARTHA  SHARP. 

LETTER  XX. 
The  Earl  of  Oxford  to  Dr.  S  w  i  f 

Dover-ftreet,  March  4,  1725-30, 
GOOD  MASTER  DEAN, 

I  T  IS  now  above  a  whole  year  and  fix  months 
fince  I  have  had  the  favour  and  pleafure  of  a  line 
from  your  own  felf,  and  1  have  not  troubled  you 
with  one  from  my  felf ;  the  anfwer  that  you  wciild 
naturally  make  is  very  obvious.  Why  do  you  then 
trouble  me  now  ?  I  reply.  It  is  to  join  with  my 
friend  Mr.  Pope  in  recomm^ending  the  perfon  con- 
cerned in  the  cnclcfed  propofal  to  your  favour' and 
protection,  and  to  entreat  that  you  would  be  fo  good 
as  to  promote  Ir's  intereft.  I  have  not  fent  you  any  of 
his  receipts;  h  it  v/ill  when  you  will  pleafe  to  let 
me  know  what  number  you  can  difpofe  oi  :  I  be- 
lieve that  your  b:fhops  have  more  learning,  at  leaft 
would  be  thou^^ht  to  have  more,  than  our  bench 
here  can  preterd  to;  fo  I  hope  they  will  nil  fub- 
fcribe.  The  perfon  concerned  is  a  worthy  honeft 
mpn,  and  by  this  work  of  his,  he  is  in  hopes  to 
get  free  of  rhc  load  which  has  hung  upoii  him; 

X  Hauokins  '.va3  keeper  of  Ne^ivgatt. 

(bme 
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fomc  years  :  this  debt  of  his  is  not  owing  to  any 
folly  or  extravagance  of  his,  but  to  the  calj^mity  of 
his  houfe  being  twice  burnt,  which  he  was  obliged 
to  rebuild;  and  having  but  fmall  preferment  in 
the  church,  and  a  large  family  of  children,  he 
has  not  been  able  to  extricate  himfelf  out  of  the 
difficulties  thefe  accidents  have  brought  upon  him. 
Three  fons  he  has  bred  up  well  at  Wejlminjlery 
and  they  are  excellent  fcholars  :  the  eldeft  has- 
been  one  of  the  ufners  in  Wejiminjler  fchool  fmce 
the  year  1 714. 

He  is  a  man  in  years,  yet  hearty  and  able  to  ftudy 
many  hours  in  a  day.  This,  in  ftiorr,  is  the  cafe  of 
an  honeft,  poor,  worthy  clergyman  ;  and  I  hope 
you  will  take  him  under  your  protection.  I  cannot 
pretend  that  my  recommendation  fhould  have  any 
weight  with  you,  but  as  it  is  joined  to  and  under 
the  wing  of  Mr.  Pope. 

I  took  hold  of  this  opportunity  to  write  to  you, 
to  let  you  know  you  had  fuch  an  humble  fervant 
in  being,  that  often  remembers  you,  and  wifhes  to 
fee  you  in  this  ifiand.  My  family,  I  thank  God, 
is  well:  my  daughter  had,  laft  fummer,  the  fmall- 
pox  really,  and  in  the  natural  way,  and  (he  is  not 
marked  at  all.  My  wife  and  daughter  defire  that 
you  will  accept  of  their  humble  fervices,  and  fay 
that  they  want  much  to  fee  you. 

I  obeyed  your  commands,  and  did  Mr.  Whalley 
all  the  little  fervice  I  was  capable* of :  it  was  little 
enough  that  was  in  my  power,  God  knows.  He 
comes  again  before  us  foon  after  Eajler  :  he  feems 
to  be  in  great  hopes,  I  wifh  they  may  be  wel  1 
founded. 

I  think  it  is  now  time  to  releafe  you,  which  I 
will  not  do  until  1  have  told  you,  I  may  fay  repeat 
to  you,  that  I  have  a  houfe  for  you,  or  houfe  room, 
come  when  you  pleafe,  provided  you  come  foon. 

Vol.  V.  O  I  am. 


I  am,  with  true  refpe£l  and  eftecm,  your  moft 
obliged  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

OXFORD. 

Your  lord  lieutenant  would  do  well  to  encou- 
rage this  poor  man  5  he  deferves  it  better  than 
Bulkelcy. 

LETTER  XXL 
The  Earl  of  Oxford  to  Dr.  Swift. 

REV.  SIR,  Dover-ftreet,  July  15,  1730* 

M  R.  Clayton  telling  me  he  was  going  for 
landy  I  could  not  forbear  fending  you  a  few  lines 
by  him,  although  I  may  punifti  you ;  yet  it  is  fo 
great  a  pleafure  to  me  to  think  of  you,  and  to  con- 
verfe  v/ith  you  even  in  this  manner,  that  I  mufl: 
expedl  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  forgive  the  trouble 
this  gives  you. 

I  do  not  know  what  notions  you  entertain  of 
us  here  ;  I  fear  and  believe  you  are  in  a  very  bad 
way  :  this  is  my  thought,  that  devoured  we  cer- 
tainly fiiall  be ;  but  only  this  will  be  the  diffe- 
rence, we  fliall  have  that  great  favour  and  inftancer 
of  mercy,  that  we  fliall  have  the  honour  to  follow 
you,  and  be  the  laft  devoured ;  and  though  this  is 
lo  plain,  and  that  demonftrable,  yet  we  have  fa 
many  unthinking,  unaccountable  puppies  among 
us,  that  to  them  every  thing  feems  to  go  well  as  it 
fliould  do  I  and  are  fo  pleafed  with  this  thought^- 
or  rather  do  not  think  at  all,  that  it  is  in  vain  to 
fay  any  thing  to  them.  This  is  a  very  difagreeable' 
fubjeilj  and  I  will  therefore  leave  it. 

My 
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My  wife  is,  I  thank  God,  pretty  well :  her  f}o-* 
mach  is  rather  better  than  it  was  ;  Peggy  is  very 
well :  both  defire  you  will  accept  of  their  humble 
fervice.  You  mention  your  law  affairs  :  I  know 
fo  much  of  that  fort  of  people  called  lawyers,  that 
I  pity  moft  heartily  any  one  that  is  obliged  to  be 
concerned  with  them :  if  you  are  not  already,  I 
hope  you  will  be  foon  fafe  out  of  their  hands. 

I  fuppofe  Matter  Whalley  is,  by  this  time,  got 
fafe  to  his  living,  and  enjoying  the  fruit  of  his 
viftory,  peace  and  quietnefs,  I  believe  he  has 
enough  of  law,  of  lawyers,  and  of  lords  both  fpi- 
ritual  and  temporal.  1  hope  he  is  well ;  if  you  fee 
him,  my  fervice  to  him. 

I  wifti  you  would  come  over  here,  that  we 
might  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you.  Why 
fliould  you  not  pafs  the  winter  here  ?  I  fhould 
think  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  you  than 
where  you  are. 

Lord  Bathurji  has  had  a  fever ;  but  he  is  now 
well  again.  Pope  I  faw  yefterday :  he  is  pretty 
Well.  I  am,  with  true  refpefl:  and  efteem.  Sir, 
your  moft  afFedionatc  humble  fervant, 

OXFORD. 

Letter  xxii. 

i)r.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Wititeway. 

Dec.  28th j  1730* 

O  U  might  give  a  better  reafon  for  reftoring 
my  book,  that  it  was  not  worth  keeping.  I  thought 
by  the  fuperfcription  that  your  letter  was  written 
by  a  man  \  for  you  have  neither  the  fcrawl  nor  the 
fpelling  of  your  fex.    You  live  fo  far  off,  and  I 

O  %  bdk^-^ 
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believe  are  fo  feldom  at  home,  and  I  am  fo  ill  a. 
vifitor,  that  it  is  no  wonder  we  meet  fo  feldom : 
tut  if  you  knew  what  I  fay  of  you  to  others,  you 
would  believe  it  was  not  want  of  inclination  :  I 
mean  what  I  fay  of  you  as  I  knew  you  formerly  ; 
for  as  to  what  you  are  now,  I  know  but  little.  I 
give  you  the  good  wiflies  of  the  feafon  5  and  am> 
with  true  efteem  and  afFedlion,  yours,  t^fc. 

J.  SWIFT. 

LETTER  XXIL 
Dr.  S  w  I  F  T  to  Lady  A  c  h  e  s  o  n. 
jfn  April-fool  Letter. 

jA.  Gentleman  called  here  laft  night  upon  fome 
bufinefs,  who  took  Mr.  — 's  houfe  yefterday  at 
dinner,  in  his  return  from  Wicklow,    He  tells  me 

that  Mrs.  •          was  brought  to-bed  yefterday 

morning  at  five  o'clock  of  a  half  child,  juft  as  if  it 
were  divided  in  two  equal  parts.  It  had  one  eye, 
half  a  nofe  and  mouth,  one  leg,  and  fo  from  top 
to  bottom.  They  could  fee  it  was  a  boy,  or  rather 
half  a  boy  :  it  was  dead  born,  but  (he  is  very  well. 
It  was  thought  that  this  was  the  caufe  of  all  her 
cholics.  Mrs.  Brent  tells  me  ftie  has  known  the 
like  more  than  once.  I  am  glad  the  poor  woman 
had  her  mother  and  fifter  with  her. 

Are  you  not  undone  for  want  of  Monky  ?  How 
are  you  ?  Does  your  milk  agree  with  you  ?  Wc 
lhall  fee  you  no  more  at  church  until  Monky  re- 
turns. Adieu, 

I  mend  a  little*^ 

Saturday  morningt 
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LETTER  XXIV. 
Lady  A  CHE  son's  Anfwer  to  Dr.  Swift. 

I  AM  greatly  furprized  at  tlie  account  you 

give  me  of  poor  Mrs.   ;   but  fince  it  was  fo, 

1  am  heartily  glad  Ihe  has  got  rid  of  it.  Mrs. 
Morrises  gout  feized  her  all  owtr  on  Thurf day ^  fo 
that  fhe  keeps  her  bed.  None  of  them  know  any 
thing  of  this  matter:  they  fent  a  boy  yefterday  to 
Delginney  (I  will  not  mention  this  thing  to  them 
till  he  returns)  to  let  them  know  (be  was  not  able 
to  go  to  the  country.  I  am  forry  that  you  mend 
but  a  little :  this  bad  weather  has  increafed  my 
cough  ;  the  milk  agrees  very  well  with  me.  I  will 
be  at  your  church  to-morrow.    I  am,  yours, 

Saturday  morning. 


LETTER  XXV. 
Alderman  Barber  to  Dr.  Swift, 

S  I  R,  London,  Aug.  24,  iT\z^ 

I  WISH  Dr.  Dela^y  had  complied  with  your 
requeft  fooner,,  in  acquainting  me  with  your  in- 
tentions in  favour  of  Mr.  Pilkingion,  I  could 
have  been  glad  alfo,  that  he  had  acquainted  you, 
as  I  defired  hin>,  with  the  particulars  how  I  flood 
circumftantiated  in  relation  to  the  chaplain;  for  I 
flatter  myfejf  that  your  ufual  good-nature  would 
have  induced  you  to  comply  with  my  requeft,  iti 
writing  a  ktt^r  to  me,  in  an  authoritative  way,  in 
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would  have  given  me  a  good  excufe  for  my  refuf- 
ing  a  gentleman,  whom  my  deputy  and  common- 
council- men  had  recommended  to  me  above  fix 
months  ago. 

Another  accident  happened  in  this  afFair,  by  the 
doSor's  not  receiving  a  letter  I  fent  him,  which, 
by  miftake,  came  not  to  his  hands  (though  at 
home)  until  many  hours  after  my  man  had  left  it 
^t  his  lodgings  ;  which  letter,  had  he  feen  in  time, 
would  have  prevented  fome  little  difficulties  I  lie 
under  in  this  affair,  and  which  I  muft  get  over  as 
well  as  I  can. 

For,  Sir,  when  I  reflc£i  on  the  many  obligations 
I  have  to  you,  which  I  {hall  ever  acknowledge, 
J  am  glad  of  any  occafion  to  fliew  my  gratitude  j 
^nd  do  hereby,  at  your  requeft,  make  Mr.  Pilking" 
ion  my  chaplain,  when  mayor.  I  wifti  it  may  an- 
fwer  his  expeftations  ;  for  the  profits  are  not  above 
one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  if  fo  much,, as  I 
am  told.  He  confl:antly  dines  with  the  mayor ; 
but  I  am  afraid  can't  lie  in  the  Hall,  the  rooms 
being  all  of  fl:ate.  For  your  fake  I  will  (hew  him 
all  the  civilities  I  can.  You  will  recommend  him 
to  Jo.  (Dr.  I  mean)  Trapp.  The  mayor's  day  is 
the  30th  of  O^oher  \  fo  that  he  may  take  his  own 
time. 

It  would  add  very  much  to  my  felicity,  if  your 
health  would  permit  you  to  come  over  in  the 
fpring,  and  fee  a  pageant  of  your  own  making. 
Hud  you  been  here  now,  1  am  perfuaded  you  would 
have  put  me  to  an  additional  expence,  by  having  a 
raree-fliev/  (or  pageant)  as  of  old,  on  the  lord- 
iTiayof '5  day.  Mr.  Pope  and  I  were  thinking  to 
have  a  large  machine  carried  through  the  city, 
with  aprinting-prefs,  author,  publifiiers,  hawkers, 
devils,  i^^t.  and  a  f^tirical  poem  printed  and  thrown 
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from  the  prefs  to  the  mob,  in  public k  view,  but 
not  to  give  offence  5  but  your  abfence  fpoils  that 
defign. 

Pray  God  preferve  you  long,  very  long,  for  the 
good  of  your  country,  and  the  joy  and  fatisfacJlion 
of  your  friends  ;  among  vi^hom  I  take  the  liberty 
to  fubfcribe  myfelf,  w^ith  great  fincerity.  Sir,  your 
moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

J.  BARBER. 


LETTER  XXVI. 
Charles  Ford,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Sv^ift, 

London,  Dec.  23,  1732* 

Yesterday  I  received  your  letter  of 

the  9th,  and  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  the 

conftant  concern  you  ftiew  for  me.    I  am  afhamed 

to  trouble  you  fo  much,  and  fo  often,  in  my  own 

affairs ;  and  your  great  kindnefs  makes  me  almoft 

afhamed  to  afk  pardon  for  it,  *********  * 
********* 

I  aiij  very  glad  to  hear  the  character  you  give  of 
lord  Orrery.  He  was  extreamly  applauded  for  a 
fpeech  he  made  againft  the  Army  Bill.  There  is 
no  danger  of  repealing  the  Teft.  The  Court  has 
taken  the  ufual  method  of  gaining  the  fanatick 
leaders,  much  againft  the  grain  of  the  body.  It 
is  faid,  the  bifliop  of  Salijbury  is  the  chief  encou- 
rager  of  them  ;  that  the  queen  fpoke  to  him,  and 
that  he  anfwered.  He  had  promifed,  and  v^ould  not 
fail  them.  He  can  be  befmeared^  although  they 
would  not  fuffer  him  to  go  the  dirty  road  to  Dur^ 
ham.  That  was  the  excufe  they  made  him  upon 
the  laft  vacancy  of  that  fee.    I  am  e^^tresmly  proud 

O  4  that 
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that  lady  Achefon  does  me  the  honour  to  remember' 
her  humble  fervant.  I  heartily  wifli  flie  could  be 
perfuaded  to  keep  good  hours,  having  obferved,  by 
many  of  my  acquaintance,  th^t  nothing  impairs 
health  fo  much  as  fittiing  up  late.  I  often  hear 
from  my  fifter  :  fhe  writes  in  quite  another  ftrain 
than  flie  talked,  with  chearfulnefs  and  good  na- 
ture>  I  fancy  Arjalla'^  has  cured  the  lady  of  her 
fpleen, 

I  heartily  wifh  you  many  new  years,  with  health 
and  happinefs ;    and  am,  moft  entirely,  iff^. 

I  am  told  poor  Gay  ^  play  Is  now  in  rehearfal, 
and  will  pleafe,  It  was  that  brought  him  to 
town  a  little  before  he  died  ;  though,  with- 
out his  fevery  he  could  not  probably  have  held 
out  long  any  where. 


LETTER  XXVII. 
Er.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Pilkington". 

M  A  D  A  M,  Deanery-houfe,  Jan.  l,  1732-3. 

I  SEND  you  your  bit  of  a  news-paper  with 
the  verfes  f ,  than  which  I  never  faw  better  in 
their  kind.    I  have  the  fame  opinion  of  thofe 

you 

*  The  feat  of  Peter  Ludlonjo^  Efq;  father  to  the  pre- 
f  ent  lord  Ludlow. 

-f  iVirs.  Pilkington,  when  (he  was  about  fixteen,  hav- 
ing been  teazed  by  her  brother  to  write  fome  verfes  as  a 
fchool  exercife  for  him,  afked  him  what  fhe  (hould 
write  upon:  Why,  faid  he  pertly,  what  fhould  you 
write  upon  but  the  paper  ?  So  taking  it  for  her  fubjedl:, 
ihe  writ  the  following  lines ;  which,  four  years  after. 
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you  were  pleafed  to  write  upon  me  J,  as  have  alfo 
ibme  particular  friends  of  genius  and  tafte,  to  whom 

I  veu- 

were  printed  in  one  of  the  London  rews-papers.  Vide 

JPilkingfons^^tmous,  vol.  i.  p.  88. 

O  ri^^ctlefs  paper,  fair  and  white  ! 

On  whom,  by  force,  conftrain'd  I  write. 

How  cruel  am  I  to  deftroy 

Thy  purity,  to  pleafe  a  boy  ? 

Ungrateful  I,  thus  to  abufe 

The  fai^efl:  fervant  of  the  Mufe. 

Dear  friend,  to  whom  I  oft  impart 

The  choicefl  fecrets  of  my  heart ; 

Ah,  what  atonement  can  be  made 

For  fporltfs  innocence  betray'd? 

How  fair,  how  lovely  didft:  thou  fhow. 

Like  lilly'd  banks,  or  falling  fnow  ! 

But  now,  ala>!  become  my  prey. 

No  floods  tan  wafh  thy  ilains  away; 

Yet  this  fmall  comfort  I  can  give. 

That  which  deftroy'd,  ihall  make  thee  live. 

X  Mrs.  Pilkington  having  heard  that  Dr.  Z^tft  had 
received  a  paper  bock,  richly  bound  and  gilt,  from  the 
earl  of  Orrery,  and  a  fiUer  ftandifh  from  Dr.  Delany^ 
fent  him  an  eagle  quill  with  the  following  verfes  upon 
his  birth-day,  Nov.  30,  1732. 

Shall  then  my  kindred  all  my  glory  claim. 

And  boldly  rob  me  of  eternal  fame  ? 

To  every  heart  my  gen'rous  aid  I  lend. 

To  Mufic,  Painting,  Poetry,  a  friend. 

'Tis  I  celeftial  harmony  infpire, 

§  When  fix'd  to  ftrike  the  fweetly  warbling  Wire, 

I  to  the  faithful  canvas  have  confignM 

Each  bright  idea  of  the  painter's  mind; 

Behold  from  Raphaels  Iky-dipt  pencils  rife 

Such  heavenly  fcenes  as  charm  the  gazers  eyes. 

§  ^ilh  of  the  harpjichord^ 
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I  ventured  to  communicate  them,  who  unlver- 
£.\]ly  agree  with  me.  But  as  I  cannot  with  de- 
cency ftew  them,  except  to  a  very  few,^  I  hope, 
for  both  our  fakes,  others  will  do  it  for  me.  I  can 
only  aflure  you  I  value  your  prefent,  as  much  as 
either  of  the  others,  only  you  muft  permit  it  to 
be  turned  into  a  pen  ;  which  office  I  will  perform 
with  my  own  hand,  and  never  permit  any  other 
to  u!^  it.  I  heartily  wifh  you  many  happy  new 
years  ;  and  am,  with  true  efteem.  Madam,  your 
iBoft  obliged  fiiend  and  fervant, 

J.  SWIFT. 

LETTER  XXVIII. 
Dr.  Swift  to  the  Earl  of  O  r  R  e  R  Y. 

MY  LORD,  January,  1732.3. 

5  T  is  fome  time  fmce  Mrs.  B(jII  gave  me,  in- 
clofed  and  directed  to  me,  your  lordfhip's  verfes, 
in  your  own  hand,  with  the  alterations  you  were 
pleafed  to  make,  for  which  I  have  long  deferred 
my  acknowledgements ;  and  if  I  were  to  follow 
the  courfe  of  my  own  nature,  the  delay  fhould  be 
longer:  becaufe,  although  I  believe  no  man  hath  a 
more  grateful  fenfe  of  a  real  honour  done  them  than 
myfelf,  yet  no  man  is  in  more  confufion  how  to 
exprefs  it.    Although  I  had  not  the  leaft  hand  ia 

O  let  me  now  afpire  to  higher  praife  ! 
Ambitious  to  tranfcribe  your  deathlefs  lays : 
Nor  thou,  immortal  Bard,  my  aid  refufe, 
i^ccept  me  as  the  fervant  of  your  Mufe  : 
Then  (hall  the  world  mv  wondVous  worth  declare, 
^nd  all  mankind  your  m^tchlefs  Pen  revere. 

publifliing 
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publifhing thofe  verfes  (which  would  have  ill  become 
me)  yet  1  will  not  be  fo  afFedled  as  to  conceal  the 
pride  I  have  in  feeing  them  abroad,  whatever  en- 
mity they  may  procure  againft  your  lordfhip,  for 
publickly  favouring  one  fo  obnoxious  to  prefenc 
powers,  and  turning  their  hatred  into  envy  ;  which 
raft,  as  it  is  more  tormenting  to  the  owners,  will 
better  gratify  my  reveuL^e.  And  of  this  advan- 
tage I  fliall  make  the  proper  ufe,  leaving  your 
lofdfliip  to  fhift  for  yourfelf,  without  the  leaft 
grain  of  pity  for  what  you  may  fufFer. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  beg  you  to  accept  my  moft 
humble  thanks,  for  the  honour  done  me  by  fo  ex- 
cellent a  performance,  on  fo  b?*iTen  a  fubje£l ;  by 
which  words  I  wifely  anticipate  the  cenfure  of  ali 
thofe  who  love  me  not :  In  fpight  of  whom  it  will 
be  faid  in  future  ages.  That  one  of  lord  Orrery^s  nril 
elFays  in  poetry  Vwcre  thefe  verfes  on  Dr.  Sivift^ 
That  your  lordtliip  may  go  on  to  be  the  great  ex- 
ample, reftorer,  and  patron,  of  virtue,  learning 
and  wit,  in  a  moft  corrupt,  ftupid,  and  ignorant 
age  and  nation,  &all  be  the  conftant  wifh,  hope, 
and  prayer,  of.  My  Lord,  your  moft  obedient^ 
pbligedj  and  moft  bumble  fervant, 

J,  SWIFT. 
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LETTER  XXIX. 
Mifs  Kelly  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Jan'is-ftreet,  fix  o'clock,  Friday 
S  I  Rj  evening,  Feb.  z,  1732-3. 

I  Danced  fo  long  laft  night,  that  I  have 
not  been  able  till  this  moment  to  thank  you  for 
the  goodnefs  you  (hewed  me  this  morning.  Be 
affured  the  favours  you  beftow  on  me  are  received 
with  the  greateft  pleafure,  and  I  only  am  forry 
tliat  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  convince  you  that 
no  body  can  fet  a  higher  valu€  on  your  friendfliip 
than  I  do. 

Indeed  I  have  an  implicit  faith  in  your  medi- 
cine; for  if  only  defpifing  the  poets  can  hinder 
its  proving  elFeftual,  I  muft  certainly  receive  from 
it  all  the  benefit  I  defire;  for  really  I  am  quite  of 
the  other  fide,  and  am  a  fmcere  admirer  of  all  the 
good  poets;  but  am  more  particularly  attached  to 
the  beft.  What  I  fliall  do  to  convince  you  of  the 
truth  of  this  I  cannot  determine  :  but  furely  the 
care  I  (hall  always  take  to  mend  upon  your  reproofs, 
will,  in  time,  let  you  know  that  nobody  can  defire 
more  fincerely  to  pleafe  you  than,  Sir,  your  moft 
obliged  and  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

F.  A.  KELLY. 

I  am  half  afleep,  fo  don't  be  angry  at  thefe 
blots. 

Being  out  of  cafli  at  prefent,  I  fend  you  my  note^ 
which  I  hope  will  fatisfy  you,  I 

I  ac- 


I  acknowledge  to  be  indebted  to  the  Reve- 
rend Do£lor  Swift ^  Dean  of  St,  Prtrick'^^ 
the  fum  of  c/.  is.  i\d.  per  value  received, 
this  2d  day  of  Feb.  1732-3. 

FRANCES  ARABELLA  KELLY*. 


LETTER  XXX, 

J.  Barber,  Lord-Mayor  of  London y  to 

Dr.  Swift. 

London,  Feb,  6,  1 732 -3. 

Q^ieen  Anne's  birfn-day : 
The  bells  all  ringing. 

Belie  V  E  me,  sir,  and  it  is  with  great  truth 
I  fpeak  it,  that  there  is  not  a  perfon  in  the  world  I 
would  fooner  oblige  than  yourfelf ;  and  I  fhould 
be  glad  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  ferve  Mrs.  Bar-^ 
her  in  the  way  you  mention  ;  but  it  is  odds  it  may 
not  be  in  my  power,  for  many  things  may  fall^ 
that  her  fpoufe  is  not  fit  for ;  as,  all  places  relat- 
ing to  the  law,  he  can  have  no  pretenfions  to. 
There  are  a  dozen  perfons  in  my  houfe,  called 
Lord-mayor's  Ofiicers,  who  wear  black  gowns^ 
and  give  from  eight  to  nine  hundred  pounds  for 
their  places,  which  at  firft  they  make  about  fixty 
pounds  per  annum  of,  and  rife  in  time  to  three 
or  four  hundred  pounds;  but  they  are  generally 
young  men.    Thefe  places,  I  fuppofe,  fiiould  any 

*  This  promiflary  note  is  pinned  to  the  fetter.  It 
certainly  is  an  anfvver  to  fome  whim  or  other  of  the 
Doaor's. 

one 
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bnt  fall,  would  not  be  thought  good  enough. 
There  are  many  other  places  in  my  gift.  We  have 
had  mayors  gone  through  the  office  who  have  not 
got  one  hundred  pounds,  and  others  have  got  ten 
thoufand  pounds  :  it  is  all  chance.  have  gone 
through  the  fourth  part  of  my  year,  and  have  got 
only  about  two  hundred  guineas,  by  the  deaths  of 
one  of  the  city-mufick,  and  a  porter  to  GuildhalL 

But  fuppofe  a  place  fliould  fall  worth  fifteen 
hundred  or  two  thoufand  pounds,  that  he  may  be 
lit  for,  one  third  of  the  purchafe  goes  to  the  city^ 
and  muft  be  paid  before  his  admiffion  ;  the  other 
two-thirds  are  mine  :  but  I  cannot  put  a  lefs  price 
than  was  paid  before,  becaufe  the  laft  price  is*ien- 
tered  in  the  city  books. 

I  know  you  love  particulars,  and  thus  you  hav^ 
the  cafe  as  it  ftands. 

You  will  give  me  leave  to  add  ^a  word  or  two^ 
which  I  do  in  confidence.  That  I  have  been^  for 
many  years,  plagued  with  a  fet  of  ungrateful  mon- 
fters,  called  Coujlns^  that  I  tremble  at  the  name  \ 
and  though  I  give  yearly  penfions  to  fome,  and 
monthly  and  weekly  to  others,  all  v/on't  do,  and 
I  am  infulted  and  abufed  by  them,  and  can't  help 
myfelf. 

Now,  as  Mrs.  Barber  and  her  family  defign  to 
fettle  here,  and  fne  has  done  me  the  honour  in  mpft 
places  to  call  m-e  Couftn^  I  hope  it  will  not  be  ex- 
pedled  I  fhould  have  the  care  of  them.  I  hav6 
very  ill  health  ;  and  any  additional  care  that  way- 
would  hurt  me  very  much  ;  but  for  doing  her  and 
her  family  any  good  offices,  I  fhall  tiever  be 
wanting. 

I  mull  now  beg  leave  to  return  you  my  thanks 
for  your  affectionate  and  kind  wiihes.    The  ho- 
nour, I  oWn,  is  very  great  I  am  in  pofTeffion  of, 
and  I  am  fenfible  I  am  placed  aloft,  and  that  all  my 
S  words 
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wofds  and  aftions  are  fcanned  ;  but  I  will  not 
dilcouraged,  and  hope  I  {hall  get  through  with 
honour.  One  motive  for  making  me  think  foj 
is  the  great  pleafure  and  fatisfaclion  I  have  in  the 
hopes  of  feeing  you  here,  where  your  advice  and 
example  will  be  of  great  ufe ;  and  therefore  I  hope 
you  will  lofe  no  time,  but  come  away,  and  I  will 
fit  up  an  apartment  for  you  in  ^eeris  fquare^  and 
another  at  Skecn  (which  I  hope  you  will  accept) 
places  that  I  fliall  hardly  be  able  to  fee  this  year. 

Mr.  Pilkington  gains  daily  upon  us,  and  comes 
out  2.  facetious  agreeable  fellow.  1  carried  hitn 
t'other  day  to  fee  her  grace  of  Bucks  in  the  Fark^ 
Her  grace  feeing  him,  afked  Who  he  was  ?  I  an- 
fwered,  he  was  a  prefent  from  you  from  Dublin* 
She  fmilingly  replied.  He  is  no  fool  then,  I 
fure. 

I  fliall  conclude  a  long  dull  letter,  with  mj 
lincere  wiflies  for  your  health  and  profperity,  and 
that  you  would  not  delay  one  hour  coming  tor 
blefs  your  friends  here  with  your  company  ;  w^hich 
by  none  is  more  defired  than,  Sir,  your  moft  obe- 
dient and  moft  humble  fei  vant, 

J.  BARBER. 


LETTER  XXXI. 
Countefs  of  Kerry  to  Dr.  S  w  i  F 

Lixnaw,  March  4,  1732-3. 

T  H  E  kind  concern  and  friendly  remembrance 
of  the  moft  efteemed  dean  of  St.  Patrick's^  has 
raifed  in  me  a  fatisfailicn  and  pleafufe  that  I  had 
almoft  given  up,  having  been  refolved  a  good  while 
humbly  to  content  myfdf  in  a  ftate  ©f  indolence 
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and  IndlfFercnce ;  and,  if  I  could  avoid  the  pains 
of  body  and  mind,  not  to  feek  further  after  thofc 
points  in  life,   I  fo  long  and  vainly  purfued : 
but  you  have  invaded  my  tranquillity  in  a  manner 
I  muft  not  only  forgive,  but  pay  my  acknowledge- 
ments for,  fmce  at  the  fame  time  that  you  make  a 
melancholy  reprefentation  of  my  misfortunes,  you 
ftrike  a  light  for  me  from  another  quarter  from 
whence  to  raife  hope.    I  moft  heartily  rejoice  in 
what  you  tell  me  of  Mr.  Fitzmaurlce^  who  has 
indeed  given  me  an  undeniable  mark  of  tafte,  by 
the  fenfe  he  has  of  the  honour  you  do  him  in  let- 
ting him  into  your  fociety,  from  whence  it  is  im- 
polTible  to  come  without  fome  good  influence. 
For  my  part,  I  grieve  at  the  interval  that  neceffity 
feems  to  call  for,  to  interrupt  fuch  advantage,  and 
it  is  my  ftudy  to  find  an  occafion  indifpenfable 
that  he  may  return*;  and,  as  I  think,  to  be  a 
member  of  our  fenate  houfe  is  the  beft  way  to  lead 
a  young  man  into  the  world,  I  have  been  watch- 
ing a  good  while  for  fome  gap  in  that  body,  that 
he  might  ftep  into.    There  feems  now  to  ofFer 
one  on  the  death  of  Sir  Ralph  Gore^  that  may  not 
be  impra6licable,  fmce  it  is  a  very  fmall  borough 
intirely  belonging,  as  I  am  informed,  to  the  bi£hop 
of  Clogher,  who,  I  dare  fay,  is  above  difpofmg  of 
it  for  Cou?'t  favour  only,  or  to  the  higheft  bidder; 
practices  much  in  fafhion  of  late.    Might  I  not 
then  prefume  upon  your  friendfhip  with  the  biftiop, 
to  recommend  this  young  man  as  an  honeft  one  at 
prefent,  and  whom  he  might  devote  to  his  fervice 
by  fo  great  and  feafonable  an  obligation,  befides 
paying  an  acknowledgement  that,  in  gratitude,  is 
due,  although  the  perlon  were  never  fo  well  qua- 
lified ;   thus  much  fure  I  may  fay  without  cen- 
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fure.  If  I  have  taken  too  great  liberty  In  recom- 
mending this  matter  to  you,  forgive  me,  and  impute 
it  to  my  zeal  in  endeavouring  to  take  all  opportu- 
nities to  turn  this  lad  into  the  world,  that  1  may 
fee  what  figure  he  will  be  likely  to  make  hereafter. 
But  if  I  don't  fucceed  in  this,  or  any  other  attempt, 
I  thank  Providence  lincerely,  I  can  now  boait  I 
have  attained  philofophy  enough  to  take  every 
thing  with  patience  as  it  comes,  by  no  means 
thinking  myfelf  too  good  to  be  the  fp^rt  of  higher 
powers  ;  and  my  chriftian  duty  will  not  permit 
me  to  look  for  reafons.  As  little  wifdom  as  1  have 
bought,  I  wifii  I  had  had  it  fooner ;  now  it  is  too  late. 
La  farce  eft  joue^  and  my  curtain  almoft  drawn  ; 
fo  that  if  I  could,  I  would  no  more  traffick  with 
the  world  upon  my  own  account :  friendfliip  only 
is  what  I  ftill  muft  always  valuer  yours,  lurely,  is 
more  than  comes  to  my  fliare. 

You  are  very  good  to  enquire  after  my  eyes  : 
they  are,  indeed,  well  beyond  my  expectation  ;  but 
are  to  me  like  the  mifer's  gold,  hoarded  up  as  imagi- 
nary treafure  that  one  v/ants,  at  the  fame  time  that 
one  poilefles  ;  for  fo  much  as  this  letter  I  have  not 
taxed  th  rm  a  long  time.  I  fliall,  with  attention, 
obferve  all  you  recommend  to  me  in  the  way  of 
pafling  my  time ;  and  do  daily  fee  reafon  to  re- 
fpe(Sl  la  bagatelle ;  yet  are  there  fome  places  where 
that  is  too  infipid  to  be  made  any  ufe  of,  I  have 
an  excellent  chaplain,  that  I  employ  in  reading, 
and  my  domeftick.  Handicrafts  and  gardening 
do  the  reft.  As  for  quadrille,  it  is  a  part  of  enter- 
tainment only  for  ftrangers.  What  (hall  I  fay  for 
taking  up  fo  much  of  your  time?  Forgive,  dear 
D«4n,  your  mol-i:  real  and  faithful  humble  fervant, 

A.  KERRY. 


Vol.  V. 
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LETTER  XXXII. 
Charles  Ford,  Efqj  to  Dr.  SwiFTt 

London,  April  14,  1733. 

I  A  M  extreamly  concerned  to  hear  the  bad 
ftate  of  your  health.  I  have  often  wifhed  that  you 
would  be  more  moderate  in  your  walks ;  for  though 
riding  has  always  been  allowed  to  be  good  for  a 
giddy  head,  I  never  heard  walking  prefcribed  for  a 
ftrain,  or  any  ailment  in  the  leg;  and  the  violent 
fweats  you  put  yourfelf  into,  are  apt  to  give  colds, 
and,  I  doubt,  occafion  much  of  your  other  difor- 
der.  I  am  confident  you  would  find  yourfelf 
better  here ;  and  even  the  journey  would  be  of 
great  ufe  to  you.  I  was  vaftly  pleafcd  to  hear 
my  lord-mayor  talk  of  the  delight  he  fliould  have 
in  feeing  you  this  year,  that  he  might  fliew  you  a 
creature  of  your  own  making.  He  has  behaved 
himfelf  fo  well  in  his  publick  capacity,  that,  whe- 
ther it  be  his  humility,  or  his  pride,  he  deferves  to 
be  gratified.  I  could  heartily  wifli  your  other  com- 
plaints were  as  much  without  foundation,  as  that 
of  having  loft  half  your  memory,  and  all  your  in- 
vention. I  will  venture  to  pronounce  you  have 
more  left  of  the  firft  than  moft  men,  and  of  the 
laft  than  any  man  now  alive.  While  the  Excifes 
were  depending,  you  were  expecSted  every  day; 
for  it  v,^as  faid.  Why  fhould  not  he  (hew  as  much 
regard  for  the  Liberty  of  England^  as  he  did  for 
the  Money  of  Ireland?  1  wifli  you  had  been  here, 
though  the  affair,  in  my  opinion,  is  happily  ended. 
Many  people  are  offended  that  the  bills  were  dropt, 
and  not  reje£led,  and  the  authors  of  the  fcheme 
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left-  unpunifhed.  It  was  abfolutely  Impoffible  to 
have  carried  it  otherwife.  You  have  heard  Sir 
Robert  IValpole^  and  one  or  two  more  coming  out 
of  the  houfe,  were  infulted.  A  few  of  that  rabble 
have  been  feized,  with  the  ringleader,  who  proves 
to  be  a  Norfolk  man  ;  no  enemy  to  Excifes,  but 
an  entire  dependant  upon  the  outraged  perfon. 
Though  the  rejoicings  were  as  great  and  as  uni- 
verfal  as  ever  were  known,  there  was  no  violence, 
except  the  breaking  a  very  few  windows,  whofe 
owners  had  {hewn  an  untimely  thrift  of  their 
candles.  I  foretold  Henley  what  his  joking  would 
come  to ;  but  the  mayor  of  Southampton  imme- 
diately printed  his  real  letter,  which  was  fliort, 
and  extreamly  proper.  His  defigned  opponent  at 
the  next  eledlion,  having  voted  for  the  excife, 
will  not  dare  to  (hew  himfelf  in  the  corporation  ; 
and  Henley^  after  the  divifion,  thanked  him  for 
having,  by  that  vote,  beftowed  him  fifteen  hun- 
dt'ed  pounds*  * 
%  %  %  % 

I  have  great  hopes  this  fine  mild  weather  will 
fet  you  right,  and  long  to  hear  you  are  preparing 
for  your  journey.  I  am  moft  entirely,  your  grate- 
ful, ^c. 

LETTER  XXXIII. 
Mifs  Kelly  to  Dr.  Swift, 

SIR,  Jarvis-flreet,  May  4,  1733* 

I  A  M  fure  if  you  knew  what  I  have  fufiired 
for  having  offended  you,  your  anger  would  be 
changed  into  pity;  for  indeed.  Sir,  my  uneafinefs 
cannot  be  exprefled.    Of  all  the.  misfortunes  I 
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ever  met  with,  this  has  given  me  thegreateft  Con- 
cern ;   for  your  friendfliip  is  ah  honour  that  the 
whole  world  are  ambitious  of ;  but  I  received  from 
it  more  than  ordinary  fatisfa£lion.    Judge  then. 
Sir,  how  unhappy  I  now  am  ;  and,  for  God's  fake, 
forgive  what  is  paft,  and  be  affured  my  future 
condudl:  (hall  be  fuch,  that  you  never  agrain  fliall 
have  caufe  of  complaint  agamft  me. — I  own  you 
have  reafon  to  condemn  my  impertinence  ;  but, 
as  I  had  not  the  leaft  i mention  to  offend,  I  hope  it 
will  in  fome  meafure  leflen  the  fault.  Indeed, 
Sir,  if  you  will  be  fo  good  to  pardon  me,  I  will 
make  any  atonement  in  my  power ;  and  it  will 
much  add  to  the  other  obligations  you  have  already 
conferred  upon  me.  My  health  is  fo  much  impaired, 
that  it  is  but  too  probable  that  I  (hall  not  live 
very  long;  and,  methinks,  it  would  be  very  hard 
to  have  the  fhort  time  that  is  allotted  for  me 
made  more  miferable  thaii  continual  ficknefs  can 
make  it.    This  muft  be  the  cafe,  if  you  do  not, 
once  more,  receive  me  into  your  favour  :  no- 
thing I  dcfire  half  fo  much    and  do  affure  you 
I  fpent  fo  bad  a  night,  from  the  thoughts  of  my 
misfortune,  (hat  could  you  have  an  idea  of  it,  you 
would  have  been  forry  for  me.    You  might  have 
feen  how  deprefled  1  was  at  fuppcr ;    but  not 
my  indifpofuion,  but  your  cold  behaviour  was 
the  real  occafion  of  it. — What  lhall  I  fay,  or  do, 
to  influence  you  to  pardon  me  ?  If  true  repent- 
ance for  my  crime,  and  a  firm  refolution  to  be  upon 
my  guard  for  the  future  againft  any  inadvertent 
cxpreiFions,  that  can  give  offence,  will  plead  any 
thing  in  my  favour,  you  will  be  fo  good  to  par- 
don me ;  for  I  can  affirm,  that  I  will  never  offend 
you  again.    Try  me  then,  good  Sir  ;  and,  if  it  is 
pofhble,  both  forget  and  forgive  the  errors  I  have 
been  guilty  of. 

If 
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If  you  are  not  determined  to  continue  my  unhap- 
plnefs,  i  muil:  beg  the  fiivour  of  you,  to  fend  me  a 
line  to  affure  me  of  m  being  pardoned  ^  for  my  un- 
eafinefs  cannot  be  removed  without  it.  1  hope  too. 
Sir,  that  I  ihall  have  the  honour  of  feeing  you 
before  I  go,  that  I  may  in  perfon  acknow^ledge 
how  much  I  owe  you,  and  with  what  fatisfadlion  I 
receive  your  forgivenefs  3  and,  for  God's  fake.  Sir, 
look  upon  me  as  you  were  wont  to  do,  for  I  can- 
not bear  your  coldnefs. 

I  propofe,  when  I  go  to  Brijiol^  to  follow  your 
advice,  and  fliould  be  much  obliged  to  you,  if  you 
would  recommend  me  to  thole  books  that  you 
think  moft  proper  for  me:  and,  if  it  pleafe  God 
that  I  recover,  you  (hall  find,  that  by  the  honour 
you  hnve  done  me  in  advifmg  me  to  improve  my 
mind,  the  deficiencies  of  my  education  will  be 
made  up,  and  I  lliall  be  more  worthy  of  your 
efteem.  • 

1  (hould  beg  pardon  for  the  length  of  this,  but 
that  I  ftill  could  write  on  to  aik  your  forgivenefs  ; 
who  am,  Sir,  with  true  refpe^l  and  regard,  your 
moft  obliged  and  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

F.  A.  KELLY. 

LETTER  XXXIV. 
Mrs.  Pendarves  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  London,  May  29,  1733. 

"V^  OU  will  find,  to  your  coft,  that  a  woman's 
pen,  when  encouraged,  is  as  bad  as  a  woman's 
tongue  :  blame  yourfelf,  not  me :  had  I  never 
known  the  pleafare  of  receiving  a  letter  from  you, 
I  ftiould  not  have  perfecuted  you  now.    I  think 
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(a  little  to  juflify  this  bold  attack)  that  I  am 
obliged,  by  all  the  rules  of  civility,  to  give  you 
an  account  of  the  letter  you  charged  me  v^ith  :  I 
delivered  it  into  my  \oxi  Bathurft\  hands ;  he  read 
it  before  me  :  I  looked  filly  uppn  his  afking  me. 
What  you  meant  by  the  Foflet  affair  ?  and  was 
obliged  to  explain  it  to  him  in  my  own  defence, 
which  gave  him  the  diverfion  I  believe  you  de- 
figned  it  fhould.  We  then  talked  of  your  vine- 
yard :  he  feemed  pleafed  with  every  fubjeft  that 
related  to  you,  and  I  was  very  ready  to  indulge 
him  that  way.  1  did  not  forget  to  brag  of  your 
favours  to  me ;  if  you  intended  I  fhould  keep  them 
a  fecret,  I  have  fpoiled  all  ;  for  I  have  not  an  ac- 
quaintance of  any  worth,  that  I  have  not  told, 
how  happy  I  have  been  in  your  company.  Every 
body  loves  to  be  envied,  and  this  is  the  only  way 
I  have  of  raifing  people's  envy.  I  hope.  Sir,  you 
will  forgive  *me,  and  let  me  me  know  if  I  have 
^behaved  myfelf  right:  I  think  I  can  hardly  do 
wrong,  as  long  as  I  am.  Sir,  your  moft  obliged 
and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

M.  PENDARVES. 

Mrs.  Donnellan  is  much  your  humble  fervant, 
V   and  as  vain  of  your  favours  as  I  am. 

*  Dr.  Swft  never  could  en<^ure  to  hear  any  one  (ay. 
Such  a  one  beha-ved  well,  If^c.  Beha<vedP  Behaved njjhat? 
he  ufed  to  aflc  with  lome  kmd  of  emonon.  I  remember 
his  givin?  me  an  account,  How  he  rebuked  my  lord 
Carteret  for  this,  and  that  my  lord  promifed  him  not  to 
be  guilty  of  the  like  for  the  future.  The  Italick  iv.ark 
under  thefe  words  in  the  original,  proves  that  Mrs.  Pen- 
dar^ves  refers  to  feme  rebuke  of  this  kind. 
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LETTER  XXXV. 
Mifs  Kelly  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Briftol  Hot- well,  June  2,  1733* 

I  HE  AR  my  agreeable  fellow-traveller  has  been 
beforehand  with  me  in  paying  her  compliments  to 
you  ;  but  I  cannot  be  furprized  at  that,  for  (he 
was  formed  to  get  the  better  of  me  in  every  thing, 
but  refpe£ling  and  efteeming  you.  That,  indeed, 
nobody  can  do  ;  for  both  gratitude  and  tafte  con- 
fpire  to  make  me  truly  your  friend  and  fervant. 

I  have  been,  fince  I  came  here,  very  low  fpi- 
rited  ;  the  cornpanions  I  had  fome  part  of  my 
journey  leflTened  my  illnefs,  or  at  leaft  I  felt  not 
with  them  the  fame  weight  that  I  did  upon  their 
leaving  me  :  and  1  have  often  wiflied  myfelf  again 
in  Ireland  to  enjoy  converfation ;  for  I  really  be- 
lieve it  is  one  excellent  cure  for  moft  diforders. 
Th  is  is  the  dulleft  place  that  ever  was  known  : 
there  is  not  above  half  a  dozen  families,  and  thofe 
are  cits  with  great  fortunes,  or  Irifl)  impertinents  : 
the  former  defpifes  one  becaufe  their  cloaths  are 
finer  than  yours ;  and  the  latter  has  no  view  in 
keeping  you  company  but  to  report  your  faults. 
This  makes  me  avoid  all  communication  with 
them,  and  only  in  the  morning  I  go  to  the  wells : 
and,  I  thank  God,  I  can  fpend  my  time  far  bet- 
ter ;  for  either  writing  to  my  friends,  reading, 
walking,  and  riding,  find  me  full  employment, 
and  leave  me  not  a  wifh  for  fuch  company  as  the 
place  affords.  Do£tor  Lane  (who,  by  charaflcr, 
is  a  fecond  Mfculapius^  and  can  raife  people  from 
the  dead)  is  my  phyfician,  and  gives  me  great 
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hopes  of  a  fpeedy  amendment:  and,  as  I  take  his 
medicines  regularly,  and  am  up  at  lix  in  the  morn- 
ing, breakfait  at  eight,  dine  at  one,  and  fup  at 
feven,  I  hope  I  may  in  time  find  fome  benefit : 
nor  does  either  the  afs's  milk  or  waters  diDeree 
with  me ;  and  I  think  my  appetite  is  rather  better. 
I  wifli  to  Heaven  it  was  agreeable  to  your  afl^airs 
to  come  here;  for  I  am  fure  you  would  like  the 
fituation  of  the  houfe  that  I  lodge  in  :  it  has  the 
command  of  fuch  a  profpedl,  that  1  (hould  do  it 
injuftice  to  attempt  to  delciibe  it  ;  but  the  variety 
of  the  fcene  is  fuch,  that  one  difcovers  new  beau- 
ties in  it  every  day,  I  hope  you  will  continue  your 
former  goodnefs  to  me,  and  let  me  have  the  ho- 
nour of  hearing  from  you  fometimes  ;  for,  in  rea- 
lity, nobody  is  more  fincerely  your  well-wi{ber 
than,  Sir,  your  moft  obliged  and  moft  faithful 
humble  fervant, 

F.  A.  KELLY. 

Your  expedition  to  Tallow  *  makes  a  very  fine 
figure  in  print ;  but,  fince  you  have  made 
this  difcovery,  I  think  you  ought  to  fly  to 
us  ;  for,  if  Dublin  be  in  danger,  the  deanry 
houfe  cannot  be  a  fafe  retreat  for  you.  I  wifh 
any  thing  would  fend  Bar  ber  here ;  for  I  was 
at  the  Bath  to  fee  fome  of  my  friends,  and 
was  forced  to  fwear  that  only  the  want  of 
health  kept  her  book  from  being  publifhed.  I 
am  fure  you  will  be  glad  to  hear,  that  a  lady 
of  very  good  underftanding,  that  is  a  particu- 
lar friend  of  mine,  comes  to  me  next  week 
to  flay  while  I  do  :  her  name  is  Rooke^  ad- 
mirai  Rookes  fon's  lady, 

*  1  he  country  feat  of  the  archbifhop  cf  Dublin* 
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LETTER  XXXVI. 
Mifs  Kelly  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  Briflol,  July  8,  173  ^ 

I  CANNOT  exprefs  how  much  pleafure  your 
letter  gave  me  ;  to  fay  that  it  furpafled  the  anxiety 
your  lilence  gave  me,  is  all  the  defcription  I  am 
able  to  make.  Indeed  I  had  a  thoufand  fears 
about  you  ;  your  health  was  my  firft  care,  and 
yet  1  thought,  that  the  Gods  muil  take  care  of 
Cato;  but  I  too  fearfully  apprehended  that  the 
whole  Club  had  quite  forgotten  the  moft  unworthy 
member  that  ever  entered  inio  their  Society.  For, 
though  you  writ  to  others,  your  hands  were  ufe- 
lefb  to  me ;  and  of  all  our  little  fet  none  remained 
unblefled  but  myfelf ;  but  as  your  letter  has  made 
me  full  amends  for  every  thing  befide,  I  muft  be 
Javifh  in  my  thanks. 

I  am  apt  to  believe  that  I  really  died  on  the 
road,  as  it  was  reported  ;  for  I  am  certainly  not 
the  fame  creature  I  once  was;  for  I  am  grown 
fonder  of  reading  than  of  any  other  amufement, 
and,  except  when  health  calls  me  on  horfeback, 
I  find  my  only  joys  at  home  ;  but  my  life  indeed 
has  received  great  addition  in  its  pleafures,  by 
Mrs.  Rookes  being  fo  good  to  come  down  to  me  ; 
{he  has  all  the  qualities  that  can  make  an  agree- 
able companion  and  friend  :  we  live  together 
without  form,  but  have  all  the  complacence  for 
each  other  that  true  friendfhip  infpires.  You  are 
fenfible  that  two  people  cannot  always  like  the 
fame  thing  ;  this  we  make  eafy,  by  following  our 
inclinations  i  for  if  (he  likejj  to  walk,  fhe  walks, 

and 
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and  I  do  whatever  I  like  better*  Would  to  God 
you  were  with  us  to  compleat  our  happinefs.  I 
had  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Cleland  to  enquire  about 
you ;  flie  fays,  flie  hears  you  are  coming  to  Eng- 
land: furely  if  you  were  you  would  tell  me  fo ; 
for  few  things  in  life  could  give  me  more  true 
delight  than  the  fight  of  you. 

You  are  extreamly  good  to  enter  into  my  af- 
fairs :  all  marks  you  give  me  of  your  friendfhip, 
increafes  my  eiteem  for  you,  and  makes  me  bear 
the  common  rubs  of  life  with  patience.  I  have 
'  really  been  often  tempted  to  let  you  into  all  my 
fecrets ;  but  the  thought  that  you  only  could  re- 
ceive uneafinefs  from  them,  and  that  even  your 
advice  could  not  remove  the  leaft  painful  of 
them,  hindered  me  from  it;  for  to  thofe  I  bcft 
love  I  ftill  remain  upon  thefe  heads  referved.  In- 
deed the  caufe  of  my  complaints  is  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture, that  it  cannot  well  be  told.  The  unhappy 
life  of  a  near  relation  muft  give  one  a  pain  in  the 
very  repeating  of  it,  that  cannot  be  defcribed.  For 
furely  to  be  the  daughter  of  a  colonel  Chartres  muft 
to  a  rational  being  give  the  greateft  anxiety ;  for 
who  would  have  a  father  of  feventy  publickly  tried 
for  an  attempt  of  a  rape  ?  Such  a  Dulcinea  del  7i- 
hofo  is  fliocking,  I  think.  For  if  a  man  muft  do 
wrong,  he  fhould  aim  a  little  highei:  than  the  en- 
joyment of  a  kitchen-maid,  that  he  finds  obfti- 
nately  virtuous.  In  fhort,  dear  Sir,  I  haVe  been 
fool  enough  to  let  fuch  things  make  an  impreflfion 
on  me,  which  fpight  of  a  good  conftitution,  much 
fpirits,  and  ufing  a  great  deal  of  exercife,  has 
brought  me  to  what  I  am.  Were  I  without  a  mo- 
ther (I  mean,  had  I  loft  her  in  my  infancy,  and 
not  known  her  goodnefs)  I  could  ftill  better  have 
borne  the  fteps  that  were  taken ;  but  whilft  I  faw 
how  lavifli  he  was  upon  his  dirty  wenches,  I  had 

o  frequent 
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frequent  accounts  that  my  mother  was  half  ftarved 
abroad.  She  brought  him  fixteen  thoufand  pounds 
fortune,  and  having  borne  fevere  ufage  for  near 
twenty  years,  had  refolution  enough  to  part  with 
him,  and  chofe  to  take  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  per  annum  feparate  maintenance  rather  than 
bear  any  longer:  and,  as  flie  could  not  live  here 
upon  fuch  an  income,  (he  has  baniflied  herfelf, 
and  lives  retired  in  a  country  town  in  France.--^ 
His  late  letters  to  me  have  been  kind,  and  hitherto 
he  has  fupplied  me  well ;  but  in  his  laft  he  tells 
me  he  (hall  not  fee  me  till  September. 

What  you  fay  is  perfectly  right,  and  I  propofe  re* 
turning  to  the  Club  as  foon  as  my  health  will  permit 
me ;  but  how  long  this  may  prove,  I  know  not ;  for 
I  muft  ftill  purfue  this  cruel  God  *  that  flies  me. 

I  fhall  go  from  hence,  I  believe,  in  a  week; 
for  Lane  only  pours  down  medicines  for  the  fake 
of  the  apothecary,  and  though  he  reaps  the  benefit 
of  them,  I  receive  none  ;  and  as  he  has  not  al- 
lowed me  to  drink  the  waters  thefe  three  weeks,  I 
can  have  no  bufinefs  here  ;  fo  (hall  follow  Holllng^s 
advice,  and  remove  to  Kenfington  or  Hampftead  with 
the  utmoft  expedition  ;  therefore  I  muft  beg  the 
favour  of  you  to  inclofe  your  letters  forme  to  Wil-^ 
Ham  Cleland  Efq;  commiffioner  of  taxes,  in  St,  Ste- 
phen s  Courts  Wejlminlhr,  I  have  difobeyed  orders 
in  writing  fo  long  a  letter;  but  I  will  not  do  this 
again  :  fo  now  be  fo  good  as  excufe  the  tediouf- 
nefs  of.  Sir,  your  moft  obliged  and  moft  faithful 
humble  fervant, 

F.  A.  KELLY. 

Write  to  me  as  often  as  you  can,  and  make  my 
compliments  to  all  friends. 

*  The  God  of  Health  poetically  expreifed. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Pendarves  is  gone  down  with  Lady  If^ey^ 
mouthy  vvhofe  fortune  was  five  thoufand 
pounds,  and  has  for  jointure  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  a  year,  and  five  hundred  a  year 
pin-money. 

LETTER  XXXVIL 
Mrs.  Pendarves  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Glocefter,  Julv  21,  1733. 

May  I  fay,  without  offending  you,  that  I 
was  overjoyed  at  the  honour  you  did  me  in  an- 
fwering  my  letter  ?  and  don't  call  me  formal,  when 
I  aflure  you-,  that  I  think  myfelf  made  happy  by 
fuch  a  diftindlion.  It  was  ftupidity  in  me  not  to 
let  you  know  where  to  addrefs  to  me;  but  I  don't 
repent  of  it;  I  have  by  that  means  tried  your  zeal, 
but  I  am  afraid  your  good  breeding  more  than  in- 
clination procured  me  that  favour.  I  am  refolved 
to  be  even  with  you  for  what  you  fay  about  my 
writing,  and  will  write  henceforward  to  you  as 
carelefsly  as  I  can  ;  if  it  is  not  legible,  thank 
yourfelf.  I  don't  wonder  at  the  envy  of  the  ladies, 
when  you  are  pleafed  to  fpeak  of  me  with  fome  re- 
gard ;  I  give  them  leave  to  exercife  their  malice 
on  an  occafion  that  does  me  fo  much  honour.  I 
proteft  I  am  not  afraid  of  you,  and  would  appear 
quite  natural  to  you,  in  hopes  of  your  rewarding 
my  opennefs  and  fincerity  by  correcting  what  you 
difipprove  of.  And  fince  I  have  not  now  an  op^ 
portunity  of  receiving  your  favours  of  pinching 
and  beating,  make  me  amends  by  chiding  me  for 
every  word  that  is  falfe  fpelt,  and  for  my  bad  Eng^ 
lijh  \  you       what  you  are  like  to  fufter :  if  this 

promifes 
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protnifes  you  too  much  trouble,  don't  give  me  fo 
much  encouragement  in  your  next  letter ;  for 
upon  fomething  in  your  latt,  I  have  almoft  per- 
fuaded  myfelf,  tlwt  by  your  affiftance,  and  my 
own  earneft  defire,  I  may  in  time  become  worthy 
of  your  care.  Vanity  ftands  at  my  elbow  all  this 
while,  and  animates  me  by  a  thoufand  agreeable 
promifes  5  without  her  encouragement  1  fhould 
never  have  prefumed  to  correfpond  with  the  Dean 
of  St,  Patrick's,  Seme  fay,  flie  is  a  mifchievous 
companion  ;  1  fwear  Ihe  is  a  pleafant  one  :  you 
rouft  not  be  angry  with  me  for  keeping  her  com- 
pany ;  for  I  had  very  little  acquaintance  with  her 
till  I  had  received  fome  marks  of  your  favour. 

I  received  your  letter  but  a  little  while  before  I 
left  London  :  I  attended  lord  and  lady  Weymouth 
down  to  Long' Leaf ^  and  left  them  with  a  profpeft 
of  as  much  happinefs  as  matrimony  can  give  ;  they 
are  pleafed  with  one  another  at  prefent,  and  I  hope 
that  will  continue.    My  lord  and  lady  Carteret 
are  both  fatisfied  with  the  difpofal  of  their  daugh- 
ter in  fo  advantageous  a  ftation.    Common  report 
wrongs  my  lord  Weymouth  \  for  which  reafon,  as  I 
am  his  friend,  I  muft  tfell  you  his  good  qualities  : 
he  has  honour  and  good  nature,   and  does  not 
want  for  fenfe ,   he  loves  the  country,  and  in- 
clines a  little  too  much  to  his  ftable  and  dog-ken- 
nel ;  but  he  keeps  a  very  hofpitable  good  houfe, 
and  is  always  ready  to  relieve  thofe  in  diftrefs  ;  his 
lady  T>v,  Delany  can  give  you  a  charafter  of,  and 
is  what  I  believe  you  will  approve  of.    I  came 
from  Long'Leat  laft  Saturday^  and  am  now  at  Glo^ 
cejler  with  my  mother  and  lifter.  My  lord  Bathurji 
was  here  about  a  fortnight  ago  ;  I  was  ferry  to 
mifs  of  him  :  1  have  a  double  reafon  for  liking  his 
company.    He  has  made  me  promife  to  pay  him  a 
vifit  at  Oakly  JVood^  which  I  certainly  will  do  ;  I 

fhall 
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(hall  with  great  refignation  fubmit  to  any  punifh- 
ment  you  convey  through  his  hands.    I  wifli  you 
could  make  your  words  good,  and  that  I  was  a  for- 
cerefs,  I  fhould  then  fet  all  my  charms  to  work  to 
bring  you  to  England^  and  fhould  expe6l  a  general 
thankfgiving  for  employing  my  fpells  to  fo  good  a 
purpofe.    The  Syren*  has  lately  been  at  Oxford 
we  parted  very  unwillingly :  fhe  is  extreamly 
obliged  to  you  for  remembring  her  fo  favourably. 
I  am  glad  Mr.  Donnellan  pleafes  you ;  I  know  he 
has  a  high  value  for  you,  and  I  agree  with  you  in 
thinking  him  a  moft  deferving  young  man.  My 
lord  Lanfdown  is  much  at  your  fervice,  laments 
the  days  that  are  paft,  and  we  conftantly  drink 
your  health  in  champaign,  clear  as  your  thoughts, 
and  fparkling  as  your  wit.    Lord  and  lady  Car- 
teretj  and  my  lady  Worjley^  all  talk  kindly  of  you, 
and  join  their  wifhes  to  mine  for  your  coming 
among  us.  I  requeft  it  of  you  to  make  my  humble 
fcrvice  acceptable  to  thofe  friends  of  yours  that  are 
fo  good  as  to  remember  me.  I  am,  Sir,  your  moft 
obliged  and  faithful  humble  fervant, 

M.  PENDARVES. 

Be  pleafed  to  dire£t  for  me  at  Mrs.  Granville^Sy 
Gloceder. 


*  Perhaps  this  was  Mifs  Kelly, 
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LETTER  XXXVIII. 
Lord-mayor  of  London^  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Golofmiths-Hall,  Aug.  6,  1733. 

\  THANK  you  heartily  for  your  kind  and  af- 
fecEiionate  letter,  and  I  beg  your  pardon  for  not 
anfwering  it  fooner. 

I  agree  with  you,  that  I  had  the  happinefs  of 
learning  honeft  principles  early,  from  a  fet  of  great 
men,  who  will  ever  be  an  honour  and  an  orna- 
ment to  their  country :  and  it  is  my  greateft  glory, 
that  in  the  late  affair  of  the  Excife  Bill  (though  I 
did  nothing  but  my  duty,  and  what  every  honeft 
man  in  my  ftation  u^ould  have  done)  I  afted  con- 
fiftent  with  thofe  honeft  principles,  and  that  my 
enemies,  as  well  as  friends,  have  generally  ap- 
proved my  conduit.  And  believe  me.  Sir,  I  fpealc 
it  with  great  fincerity,  that  when  Pconfider  how 
fparingly  you  and  fome  other  friends  have  ever 
been  of  your  praifes,  your  approbation  affords  me 
the  greateft  pleafure  imaginable,  as  it  gives  me 
that  inward  peace  of  mind,  which  the  whole  world 
could  not  purchafe. 

My  lord  Orrery  s  amiable  qualities  muft  make 
him  the  delight  of  all  with  you,  as  he  is  truly  fo 
with  us ;  and  when  he  comes  over,  your  iofs  will 
he  our  gain^  as  the  proverb  fays. 

I  know  nothing  of  Mr.  Pilkingtori^s  affairs  or  ex- 
pences ;  what  the  city  allows  him  is  never  paid  till 
the  end  of  the  year :  I  have  prefented  him,  at 
twice,  with  forty  pounds,  which  I  defign  to  make 
fifty  3  which  fum  has  but  one  precedent :  gene- 


*  Alderman  J?<zr^^r, 
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rally  they  have  but  thirty  of  the  mayor.  His  be- 
haviour is  very  well,  and  he  is  generally  efteemed. 

I  (hall  have  great  regard  to  your  recommenda- 
tions in  favour  of  Mrs.  Barber^  and  fliall  not  fail 
of  doing  her  any  fervice  in  my  power.  I  have 
been  thought  to  be  a  lucky  man  ;  but  this  year 
fortune  has  been  my  foe ^  for  I  have  had  no  death  hap- 
pened in  my  year  (a  fidler  excepted)  yet,  nor  have 
made  500/.  in  all.  But  my  friends  fay,  it  is 
made  up  in  fame. 

I  am  very  ferry  your  ill  health  continues  ;  for 
I  flattered  myfelf  with  being  very  happy  with  you 
and  fome  friends,  on  the  important  fubjeft  of  the 
Cap  of  Maintenance,  Cuftard,  the  Sword,  and 
many  more  laudable  things  in  the  lord  mayor's 
houfe;  and  I  yet  hope  to  have  that  felicity,  for 
there  are  three  months  to  come ;  and  who  knows 
what  may  happen  in  that  time  ?  Nay,  I  don't  de- 
fpair  of  feeing  you  fettled  with  your  friends  here, 
before  we  are  many  years  older.  Don't  ftart ! 
ftranger  things  have  happened  very  lately. 

I  was  lately  honoured  at  dinner  with  the  lords 
BoUngbroke^  Carteret^  Wlnchelfea^  Gower  and  Mr. 
Pulteney  ;  and  among  other  things  your  name  was 
mentioned,  and  lord  Carteret  inflantly  toafted  your 
health  ;  and  you  were  the  fubje6t  of  converfation 
for  an  hour.  I  (hewed  them  your  letter.  I  dare 
not  mention  what  paffed,  becaufe  I  know  I  fhould 
ofFend  your  modefty ;  only  one  thing  I  will  ven- 
ture to  repeat.  That  they  all  fwore,  that  if  ever 
the  wind  fliould  change,  they  would  not  long  be 
deprived  of  the  greateft  genius  of  the  age.  The 
converfation  turning  on  another  fubjeft.  Lord  Car- 
teret pulled  me  to  the  window,  and  bade  me  tell 
you,  that  he  loved  and  honoured  you,  and  fo  you 
fhould  find  on  all  occafions,  and  that  he  toafted 

your 
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your  health.  This  is  literally  true,  upon  the  ho-' 
nour  of  a  •  "  '  '  , 

I  dined  yefterday  with  lord  Bolingbroke  only  ;  he 
complaiiis  you  don't  write  to  him  :  he  is  well. 

They  fay'  you  are  making  i-ntereft  for  my  bro- 
ther of  Dublt72  io  be  member  of  parliament  ;  pray 
come  over,  and  do  the  fame  for  me,  and  have  the 
credit  of  both.  My  brother  behaves  himfelf  well% 
I  hear;  if  it  is  proper,  my  fervice  to  him. 

What  you  tell  Mr.  Pilkington  of  my  fpeaking 
difrerpeclfully  of  the  Irijh  is  falfe  and  fcandalous  ; 
I  never  ufed  fuch  an  expreflion  in  my  life :  I  ap* 
peal  to  all  my  acquaintanee.    I  love  the  IriJh. 

Pray  God  reftore  your  health ;  and  believe  me 
always,  with  gratitude,  your  moft  obedient  hum- 
ble fervant, 

JOHN  BARBER. 

LETTER  XXXIX. 
Mifs  Kelly  to  Dr.  Swift. 

London,  Aug,  12,  1733. 

I  AM  truly  forry,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  have  not 
heard  from  you  fo  long  ;  but  am  much  more  con- 
cerned with  Barber^s  account  of  your  being  not  as 
well  as  I  wifh  you.  Eor  God's  fake  try  the  qhange' 
of  air,  and  let  not  any  other  attachment  than  to 
your  health  employ  your  tiioughlts.  Confider  how 
dear  you  are  to  your  friends  ;  but  if  that  won'n 
do,  let  the  deteftation  you  muft  feel,  from  giving 
pleafure  to  the  unworthy,  make  you  careful  of 

*  This  was  Alderman  French,  an  iron-manger,  fup* 
pofed  by  Dr.  Snjsift,-  and  all  others,  to  be  the  greatelt 
nyagiftrate  that  ever  lived  in  any  age  pr  nation. 

Vol.  V.       ^  '  yourfelf. 
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yourfelf.  Indeed  I  fliould  be  glad  to  make  you 
fenfible,  that  you  are  valued  by  all  that  have  a 
tafte  for  merit  j  and  I  fliould  be  very  much  pleafed, 
if  you  v/ould  think  you  owe  fo  much  to  them, 
that  you  would,  for  their  fakes,  preferve  yourfelf. 
Believe  me.  Sir,  illnefs  is  not  to  be  trifled  with  : 
I  can  fpeak  on  this  fubjeil  as  an  experienced  per- 
,fon;  and  I  earneftly  intreat  you  to  take  remedies 
in  time.  Forgive  my  impertinence,  and  be  af- 
fured  that  none  is  more  truly  zealous  for  your  wel- 
fare, than  your' 

F.  A.  KELLY. 

LETTER  XL. 
Dr.  Sv7iFT  to  the  Earl  of  Orrery. 

MY  LORD,  Dublin,  Aug.  20,  17  2S* 

I  LATELY  received  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Bar^ 
ler^  w^herein  flie  defires  my  opinion  about  dedicate 
ing  her  poems  to  your  lordftiip  ;  and  feems  in  pain 
to  know  how  far  flie  may  be  allowed  to  draw  your 
character,  which  is  a  right  claimed  by  all  dedica- 
tors ;  and  flie  thinks  this  the  more  incumbent  on 
her,  from  the  furprifing  inftances  of  your  gene- 
rofity  and  favour  that  fl\e  hath  aleady  received, 
and  which  flie  hath  been  fo  unfafliionable  to  pub- 
lifli  wherever  flie  goes.  This  makes  her  appre- 
hend, that  all  flie  can  fay  to  your  lordfliip's  ad- 
vantage, will  be  interpreted  as  the  mere  effeft  of 
flattery,  under  the  ftyle  and  title  of  gratitude. 

I  fent  her  word,  that  I  could  be  of  no  fervice  to 
her  upon  this  article  :  yet  I  confefs,  my  lord,  that 
all  thofe  who  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  her,^ 
will  impute  her  encomiums  to  a  fuicere,  but  over- 
flowing 
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flowing  fpirit  of  thankfulnefs,  as  well  as  to  the 
humble  opinion  (he  hath  of  hcifelf.  Although  the 
world  in  general  may  poflibly  continue  in  its  ufual 
fentiments,  and  lift  her  in  the  common  herd  of  de* 
dicators. 

Therefore,  upon  the  moft  mature  deliberation^ 
I  concluded  that  the  office  of  fetting  out  your  lord- 
Ihip's  character,  will  not  come  properly  from  her 
pen,  for  her  own  reafons  5  1  mean  the  great  fa- 
vours you  have  already  conferred  on  her :  and^ 
God  forbid,  that  your  chara6ler  (hould  not  have  a 
much  ftronger  fupport.  You  are  hourly  gaining 
the  love,  efteem,  and  refpefl:  of  wife  and  good 
men  :  and  in  due  time,  if  Mrs.  Barbef^  can  have 
but  a  little  patience,  you  will  bring  them  all  over, 
in  both  kingdoms,  to  a  man  :  I  confefs  the  num- 
ber is  not  great;  but  that  is  not  your  lordtliip's 
fault,  and  therefore,  in  reafon,  you  ought  to  be 
contented. 

I  guefs  the  topicks  (he  intends  to  infift  on  ;  your 
learning,  your  genius,  your  affability,  generoiity, 
the  love  you  bear  to  your  native  country,  and 
your  companion  for  this: ^he  goodnefs  of  your  na- 
ture, your  humility,  modefty,  and  condefcenfion : 
your  moft  agreeable  converfation,  fuited  to  aH 
tempers,  conditions,  and  underftandings :  perhaps 
flie  may  be  fo  weak  to  add  the  regularity  of  your 
life  ;  that  you  believe  a  God  and  Providence  ;  that 
you  are  a  firm  Chriftian,  according  to  the  dgdrine 
of  the  church  eftablifhed  in  both  kingdoms. 

Thefe,  and  other  topicks,  I  imagine  Airs.  Bar^ 
her  defigns  to  infift  on,  in  the  dedication  of  her 
Poems  to  your  lordfhip  ;  but  I  think  fhe  will  bet- 
ter fhew  her  prudence  by  omitting  them  all.  And 
yet,  my  lord,  I  cannot  difapprove  of  her  ambition^ 
fo  juftly  placed  in  the  choice  of  a  patron;  and  at 
the  fame  time  declare  my  opinion,  that  &e  de- 

2  *  fervech 
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ferveth  your  proteiSlion  on  account  of  her  wit  and 
good  fenfe,  as  well  as  of  her  humility,  her  grati- 
tude, and  many  other  virtues.  I  have  read  moft 
of  her  poems ;  and  believe  your  lordfliip  will  ob- 
ferve,  that  they  generally  contain  fomething  new 
and  ufeful,  tending  to  the  reproof  of  fome  vice  or 
folly,  or  recommending  fome  virtue.  She  never 
writes  on  a  fubjetS:  with  general  unconnedled  to- 
picks,  but  always  with  a  fcheme  and  method  driv- 
ing to  lome  particular  end  ;  wherein  many  writers 
in  verfe,  and  of  fome  diftin£tion,  are  fo  often 
knovirn  to  fail.  In  fhort,  ftie  feemeth  to  have  a 
true  poetical  genius,  better  cultivated  than  could 
well  be  expefted,  either  from  her  fex,  or  the  fcene 
flie  hath  ailed  in,  as  the  wife  of  a  citizen  :  yet  L 
am  afTured,  that  no  woman  was  ever  more  ufeful 
to  her  hufband  ia  the  way  of  his  bufmeft.  Poetry 
hath  only  been  her  favourite  amufement ;  for 
which  {he  hath  one  qualification,  that  I  wifli  all 
good  poets  poffefled  a  fliare  of,  I  mean,  that  fhe  is 
ready  to  take  advice,  and  fubmit  to  have  her 
verfes  correfted  by  thofe  who  are  generally  allowed 
to  be  the  beft  judges, 

I  have,  at  her  intreaty,  fuffered  her  to  take  a, 
copy  of  this  letter,  and  given  her  the  liberty  to 
make  it  publick :  for  which  I  ought  to  defire  your 
lordfliip's  pardon  :  but  (he  was  of  opinion  it  might 
do  her  fome  fervice,  and  therefore  I  complied.  I 
am,  my  lord,  with  the  trueft  efteem  and  refpect, 
your  lordlhip's  moH  obedient  fervant, 

JONATHAN  SWIFT. 
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LETTER  XLI. 
Mrs.  DoNNELLAN  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  London,  Sept.  zi,  I733* 

K  N  O  W I N  G  your  great  efteem  and  tender- 
nefs  for  mifs  Kelly^  and  that  there  is  no  one 
•whom  (he  has  fo  high  an  opinion  of,  or  whofe  ad- 
vice would  fway  fo  much  with  her,  I  can't  forbear 
letting  you  know  my  thoughts  about  her  at  this 
time  5  that  I  think  ihe  wants  the  affi'ftance  and 
counfel  of  her  beft  and  wifeft  friend.  As  fhe  has 
been  fo  good  to  diftinguifh  me  amongft  her  female 
acquaintance,  and  to  fhew  more  confidence  than 
^n  any  other,  I  think  I  can  better  tell  her  mind  : 
but,  as  (he  has  a  natural  clofenefs,  I  judge  chiefly 
by  hints ;  for  I  believe  flie  does  not  open  herfelf 
entirely  to  any  one.  Her  health  I  think  in  a  much 
worfe  way  than  when  (he  came  to  London:  ftie 
has  ftill  a  flow  fever,  a  violent  cough,  great  and 
almofl:  continual  ficknefs  in  her  flomach,  and, 
added  to  all  thefe,  a  very  great  dejection  of  fpirit ; 
which  laft,  I  can't  but  think,  proceeds  in  a  good 
meafure  from  difcontent  and  uneafmefs  of  mind  ; 
and  the  phyficians  are  of  the  fame  opinion.  1  have 
endeavoured,  by  all  the  means  I  could  think  of, 
to  find  out  the  caufe,  hoping,  that  if  it  were 
known,  it  might,  by  the  afliflance  of  friends,  be 
remedied.  I  know  when  a  young  perfon  fliews 
any  difcontent,  people  are  apt  to  imagine  there 
can  be  no  caufe  for  it  but  a  difappointment  in 
love  :  I  really  think  that  is  not  mifs  Kelly  ^  cafe:  I 
have  tried  her  to  the  uttermoft  on  that  fubjecS, 
and  I  can't  find  fhe  has  any  attachment  to  any 
-^5)articular  perfon,  but  that  the  whole  world,  ex- 
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ccpti  a  few  friends,  is  indifferent  to  her  :  but  what 
I  take  her  prefent  uneafinefs  to  proceed  from,  is 
the  unkindnefs  in  general  of  her  parents,  and  the 
fear  of  not  being  fupported  by  her  father  in  the 
way  fte  likes,  and  as  her  prefent  bad  ftate  of  health 
indeed  requires.    She  has  a  high  fpirit,  and  can't 
bear  to  be  obliged  to  her  friends,  and  fhe  has  not 
been  jnuch  ufed  to  management.   She  is  here  in  a 
very  expenfive  way,  with  her  ficknefs,  her  fer- 
vants,  and  horfes  ;  and  I  believe  (he  would  be 
greatly  mortified,  after  appearing  in  this  manner, 
to  be'  obliged  to  fall  below  it ;  7\nd  at  the  fame 
time  l|ie  has  reafon  to  fear  from  her  father's  beha- 
viour, that  he  thinks  little  of  her,  and  will  not 
fupport  her  in  it:  (he  has  not  heard  from  him 
thefe  two  months;  and  the  letters  fhe  had  from  him 
Brijlol  were  warning  her  not  to  marry  without 
"his  confent,  enjoining  her  not  to  go  to  publick 
places,  and,  above  all,  to  fpend  little  money; 
very  odd  fubjefls  to  one  in  her  condition.  Now, 
what  I  would  beg  of  you.  Sir,  is  to  endeavour  to 
find  out  what  are  his  refolutions  in  relation  to  her, 
and  if  there  be  any  ope  that  has  ari  influence  over 
him,  to  get  them  to  convince  him,  that  his  child's 
life  is  in  the  greatcft  danger  ;  and  then,  perhaps, 
he  may  not  think  his  time  and  money  ill  employed 
to  fave  it.    if  at  the  fame  time.  Sir,  you  would 
join  your  good  advice  to  her,  I  believe  it  might 
'be  of  great  ufe,  either  to  make  her  bear,  with  lefs 
uneafinefs,  the  ills  of  this  life,  or,  if  it  pleafe  God 
to  take  her  from  us,  to  prepare  her  for  another, 
and  a  better.    Her  humour  is  much  changed  ;  her 
fpirits  are  low;  and,  upon  every  little  difappoint- 
ment,  her  paffions  rife  high  :  you  know.  Sir,  how 
beft  to  apply  to  thefe.    She  is  at  Hampjl^ad  quite 
^one;  and  although  her  phyficians  defire  much 
flip  ftould  come  to  tov^n,  ftie  cannot  be  prevailed 
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on  to  think  of  it ;  fhe  defires  to  be  alone  :  even 
Mrs.  RcoJte  and  I,  whom  (he  calls  her  beft  friends, 
are  troublefome  to  her.  I  believe  I  need  not  tell 
you.  Sir,  that  I  defire  this  letter  may  be  a  fecrer, 
and  efpecially  to  the  perfon  concerned.  If  you 
have  any  thing  to  tell  me,  that  can  be  of  ufe  on 
this  fubjeft,  and  will  honour  me  with  your  com- 
mands, dire£t  if  you  pleafe  for  me,  under  cover. 
To  Mrs.  jinne  Shuttlezvorth^  at  Mr.  'Jourdainz^  in 
Conduit-Jireet,  I  fliould  beg  pardon,.  Sir,  for  trou- 
bling you  with  this  long  letter ;  but  I  hope  my 
friendfhip  to  mlfs  Kelly  will  be  my  excufe.  1  am 
forry  to  write  on  fo  melancholy  a  fubje£t  and  that 
I  am  fure  muft  give  you  uneafmefs  ;  but  pleafed 
with  any  opportunity  of  afluring  you  that  I  am. 
Sir,  your  very  great  admirer,  and  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

ANNE  DONNELLAN. 

LETTER  XLII. 
Mrs.  Pendarves  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Glocefter,  Oa.  24,  1733. 

I  CAN'T  imagine  how  my  lord  Orrery  came 
by  my  laft  letter  to  you ;  I  believe  my  good  ge- 
nius conveyed  it  into  his  hands,  to  make  it  of 
more  confequence  to  you  :  if  it  had  that  efFeft,  I 
wifli  this  may  meet  with  the  fame  fortune. 

If  1  were  writing  to  a  comm^on  correfpondent,  T 
fhould  now  make  a  fine  flourifli  to  excufe  myfelf 
for  not  fooner  acknowledging  the  favour  of  your 
letter;  but  I  muft  deal  plainly  with  you.  Sir,  and 
tell  you  (now  don't  be  angry)  that  the  fear  of  tiring 
you  ftopt  my  hand.    I  value  your  correfpond^nce 
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fo  highly^  that  I  think  of  every  Vw^ay  that  may  pr^- 
ferve  it,  and  one  is  not  to  be  too  troublefome. 

Now  I  can't  guefs  how  you  will  take  this  laft 
paragraph  ;  but  if  it  makes  me  appear  afFefted  or 
fillv,  I  will  endeavour  not  to  offend  in  the  fame 
manner  again.  Some  mortification  pf  that  kind 
is  wanting  to  bring  me  to  myfelf :  your  ways  of 
making  compliments  are  dangerous  fnares,  and  I 
don't  know  how  to  guard  agamft  the  pleafure  they 
bring  :  to  be  remembered  and  regretted  by  you,  are 
honours  of  a  very  delicate  kind.  I  have  been  told, 
that  unexpeded  good  fortune  is  harder  to  bear  well 
than  adverfity. 

The  cold  weather,  I  fuppofe,  has  gathered  to- 
gether Dr.  Delany^  fett :  the  next  time  you  meet, 
may  I  beg  the  favour  to  make  my  compliments  ac- 
ceptable? I  recoil e6l  no  entertainment  with  fo 
much  pleafure  as  that  I  received  from  that  compa- 
ny ;  it  has  made  me  very  fincerely  lament  the 
many  hours  of  my  life  that  I  h^ve  loft  in  infigni- 
ficant  converfation. 

I  am  very  much  concerned  at  the  diforder  you 
complain  of.  I  hope  you  fubmic  to  take  proper 
care  of  yourfelf ;  and  that  the  next  account  I  have 
of  your  health  v^ill  be  more  to  my  fatisfaftion. 

A  few  days  before  I  had  your  laft  letter,  my 
fifter  and  I  made  a  vifit  to  my  lord  and  lady  Ba* 
thurji  at  Cirenccjier.  Oaldy  wood  joins  to  his  park  ; 
the  grand  avenue  that  goes  from  his  hpufe  through 
his  park  and  wood  is  five  miles  long  :  the  whole 
contains  five  thoufand  acres.  W e  ftaid  there  a  day 
and  half:  the  wood  is  extremely  improved  fince 
you  faw  it;  and,  when  the  whole  defign  is  exe- 
cuted, it  will  be  one  of  the  fineft  pUces  in  England, 
My  lord  Bathurji  talked  with  great  delight  of  the 
pleafure  you  once  gave  him  by  furprifing  him  in 
\fis  wood,  and  {hewed  me  the  houfe  where  you 
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JodgeJ.  It  has  been  rebuilt ;  for  the  day  you  left 
it,  it  fell  to  the  ground ;  confcious  of  the  honour 
it  had  received  by  entertaining  fo  illuftrious  a 
guefl-,  it  burft  with  pride.  My  lord  Bathurji  has 
greatly  improved  the  wood-houfe,  which  you  may 
remember  but  a  cottage,  not  a  bit  better  than  an^ 
Irijh  cabbin.  It  is  now  a  venerable  caftle,  and  has 
been  taken  by  an  ailtiquarian  for  one  of  king  Ar- 
thur "  with  thicket  overgrown  grotefque  and 
wild/*  I  endeavoured  to  fketch  it  out  for  you; 
but  I  have  not  fkill  enough  to  do  it  juftice.  My 
lord  Bathurji  was  in  great  fpirits ;  and  though 
furrounded  by  candidates  and  voters  againft  next 
parliament,  made  himfelf  agreeable  in  fpite  of  their 
clamour:  we  did  not  forget  to  talk  oi  Naboth's 
vineyard*  2Lnd  Delvilk  f.  I  have  not  feen  him 
fince,  though  he  promifed  to  return  my  vifit. 

All  the  JBeau  monde  flock  to  London  to  fee  her 
royal  highnefs  %  difpofed  of ;  whilft  I  prefer  pay- 
ing my  duty  to  my  mother,  and  the  converfatlon 
of  a  country  girl  my  fifter,  to  all  the  pomp  and 
fplendour  of  the  Court,  Is  this  virtue  or  ftupi- 
,dity  ?  If  i  can  help  it,  I  will  not  go  to  town  till 
fifter  Chrlflmas.  I  fhall  fpend  one  month  in  my 
way  to  London  at  Long-Leat :  I  hear  that  the  young 
people  there  are  very  happy. 

It  is  a  little  unreafonable  of  me  to  begin  a  fourth 
page;  but  'tis  a  hard  tafk  to  retire  from  the  com- 
pany one  likes  beft.  I  am.  Sir,  your  mofl:  obliged 
and  faithful  humble  fervant, 

M.  PENDARVES; 

*  NalotU^  vineyard  belonged  to  Dr.  Su.vift, 
t  Dr.  Dela7iy\  beautiful  villa  about  a  niile  from^. 
Dublin* 

%  The  late  princcfs  of  Qrang^. 


LETTER  XLIII. 
Charles  Ford,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift, 

London,  Nov.  6,  1733. 

I  HAD  the  favour  of  your  letter  in  Derby/hire j 
from  whence  I  came  laft  week.  I  am  extremely 
concerned  to  hear  the  ill  ftate  of  your  health.  I 
was  afraid  of  it,  when  I  was  fo  long  without  the 
pleafure  of  hearing  from  you.  Thofe  fort  of  dif- 
orders  puzzle  the  phyficians  every  where :  and  they 
are  mercilefs  dogs  in  purging  or  vomiting  to  no 
purpofe,  when  they  don't  know  what  to  do.  I 
heartily  wifli  you  would  try  the  Bath  waters,  which 
arc  allowed  to  be  the  beft  medicine  for  ftrengthen- 
ing  the  ftomach;  and  moft  diftempers  in  the  head 
proceed  from  thence.  Vomits  may  clean  a  foul 
ftomach^  but  they  are  certainly  the  wdrft  things 
that  can  be  for  a  weak  one. 

I  have  long  had  it  at  heart  to  fee  your  works 
collected,  and  publifhed  with  care.  It  is  become 
abfolutely  neceffary,  fince  that  jumble  with  Pope^ 
iJc.  in  three  volumes,  which  put  me  in  a  rage 
whenever  I  meet  them.  I  know  no  reafon  why, 
at  this  diftance  of  tijiiC,  the  Examiners'^  and  other 
political  pamphlets  written  in  the  queen's  reign, 
might  not  be  inferted.  I  doubt  you  have  been 
too  negligent  in  keeping  copies ;  but  I  have  them 
bound  up,  and  moft  of  tht^m  fingle  befides.  I  lent 
mv.  Corbet  that  paper  to  corre6l  his  Gulliver  hy 
and  it  was  from  it  that  I  mended  my  own.  There 
is  every  fingle  alteration  from  the  original  copy; 
and  the  printed  book  abounds  with  all  thofe  er- 
rors, which  fnould  be  ayoidec}  in  the  new  editipn. 

In 
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In  my  book  the  blank  leaves  were  wrong  placed, 
fo  that  there  are  perpetual  references  backwards 
and  forwards,  and  it  is  more  difficult  to  be  under- 
ftood  than  the  paper ;  but  I  will  try  to  get  one  of  the 
fecond  edition,  which  is  much  more  corredl  than  the 
firft,  and  tranfcribe  all  the  alterations  more  clearly. 
I  fliali  be  at  a  lofs  how  to  fend  it  afterwards,  un- 
lefs  I  am  directed  to  fomebody  that  is  going  to 
Ireland,  All  books  are  printed  here  now  by  fub- 
fcription  :  if  there  be  one  for  this,  I  beg  I  may  not 
be  left  out.    Mr.  Crojihwaite  *  will  pay  for  me. 

The  difienters  were  certainly  promifed,  that  the  > 
Teft  A£t  fhould  be  repealed  this  feffion  in  Ireland; 
I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  whether  any  attempt  has 
been,  or  is  to  be  made  towards  its  and  how  it  is 
like  to  fucceed. 

We  have  loft  mifs  Kelly,  who  they  fay  was  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  ignorance  of  an  phyfici an,  one 
Gorman,  Dodlor  Beap.fcrt  was  fent  for  when  fhe 
was  dying,  and  found  her  fpeechlefe  and  fenfelefs. 

Our  late  lord-mayor  has  gone  through  h't%  year 
with  a  mod  univerfal  applaufe.  He  has  ftiewn 
himfelf  to  have  the  befi  underftanding  of  any  man 
in  the  city,  and  gained  a  charader,  whioli  he 
wanted  before,  rf  courage  and  honefty.  There 
h  no  doubt  of  his  being  chofen  member  of  parlia- 
ment for  the  city  at  the  next  eledi'  n.  He  is  fome- 
thing  the  poorer  for  his  office;  but  the  honour  he 
has  got  by  it  makes  him  ample  amends. 

For  God's  fake  try  to  keep  up  your  fpirits. 
They  have  hitherto  been  greater  than  any  man's 
I  ever  met,  and  it  is  better  to  preferve  them,  even 
with  wine,  than  to  let  them  fink.  Divert  yourfelf 
with  Mis,  Worral,  at  backgammon.  Find  out 
foipe  new  country  to  travel  in  :  any  thing  to  amufe.  , 

f  Mr.  flevk'ard. 

Nothing 
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ISTotliing  can  contribute  fooner  than  chearftrlnefs 
to  your  recovery;  which  that  it  may  be  very  fpeedy, 
is  fincerely  the  thing  in  the  v^orld  moft  wifhed  for 
fcy,  your  ever  obliged^  iifr. 

LETTER  XLIV. 

«■  ^ 
Mrs.  Pratt  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  London,  Nov,  10,  173 3 • 

N  O  T  many  days  ago  I  had  the  pleafure  of 
yours  by  Mrs.  Barber^  v/hofe  turn  feems  to  confirm 
the  good  impreflion  you  give  of  her.  I  want 
Bot  more  than  your  recommendation  to  engage 
my  wiflies  to  ferve  her,  and  alfo  my  endeavours, 
if  any  opportunity  falls  in  my  way.  Are  there  no 
hopes  of  feeing  you  on  this  fide  of  the  water  ?  Can- 
not the  great  number  of  your  friends,  and  the 
great  variety  of  conv^erfation  abounding  here,  be 
fome  kind  of  inducement  to  your  coming  amongft 
us?  Is  not  Mr.  Pope  a  temptation  to  one  of  your 
diftin(Stion  to  draw  you  this  way  ?  Even  the  va- 
riety of  people  in  this  great  city  might  contribute 
to  the  amufement  of  your  mind,  as  a  journey  and 
cxercife  would  to  your  bodily  health*  I  would  ufe 
every  argument  1  could  think  of  to  invite  you  hi- 
ther, and  confequently  to  preferve  a  life  fo  beneficial 
to  the  public,  and  fo  dear  to  all  your  friends.  You 
have  a  fpirit  that  ftiould  prevail  againll  indolence, 
and  bring  you  into  a  part  of  the  world,  which  calls 
aloud  for  your  talents.  This  winter  would  furnifli 
you  with  many  opportunities  of  doing  great  good, 
as  v^^ell  as  making  a  fhining  figure ;  which  reflec- 
tion gives  me  great  hopes,  that  you  will  think  it 
a  reafgnable  obligation  3  as  in  that  cafe,  like  Pitt\ 

'  diamond. 
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diamond,  you  would  ftand  alone.  I  wifii  I  had  a 
houfe  in  fome  meafure  worthy  to  entertain  a  gueft 
that  (hould  be  fo  welcome  to  me.  You  furprize 
me  greatly  in  telling  me  that  my  lord  Shelburne  and 
you  have  not  met,  although  he  has  been  fome 
time  in  Dublin^  and  to  my  knowledge  is  one  of 
your  great  admirers.  Why  don't  you  fend  to  my 
lord  Dunkerin^  who  undoubtedly  wants  only  that  • 
encouragement  to  wait  upon  you.  You  fee  I 
want  none  to  embrace  the  opportunity  of  afTuring 
you,  that  I  am,  with  great  efieem,  refpedl",  and  af- 
fedion,  your  very  obliged  and  moft  humble  fer- 
vant,  ^ 

H.  PRATT. 

LETTER  XLV. 

Late  Lord-Mayor  ef  London  [Alderman  Bar-* 
BE r]  to  Dr.  Swift. 

London^  Nov.  17,  J733. 

A  S  I  have  now  got  rid  of  the  plague  of  gran- 
deur, and  all  its  dependencies,  I  take  this  firft  op- 
portunity to  pay  my  refpedts  to  you.  Sir,  which  I 
beg  pardon  for  not  doing  fooner.    The  tranfition 
from  GoldTmiths-Hall  to  ^eens-Square^  is  hardly 
credible  ;  for  in  one  viev/,  to  imagine  the  conftanc 
hurry,  noife  and  impertinence  i  lay  under  from 
'  morning  till  night,  in  oppofition  to  the  peace,  the 
quiet,  and  great  tranquillity  I  feel  in  my  little  re- 
/  tirement,  makes  me  pity  your  great  men,  who 
*  certainly  muft  be  ftrangers  to  the  great  pleafure  1 
now  enjoy. 

Before  I  left  my  office  I  took  care  to.do  juftice 
to  Mr.  Pilkington^  who  has  rec<?ived  more  than  I 


(   238  ) 

mentioned,  and  indeed  more  than  any  chaplain 
ever  had  before,  viz. 

Of  the  city.  /.  s.  d. 

Salary   '   •  20  o  o 

Gratuity           '  25  O  o 

Gratuity  extraordinary  2100 


66  0  o 

From  my  lord-mayor     ~    50  o  O 

Five  fermons   preached   before  the 

mayor        ■  .       —    JO  o  o 

For  a  copy  of  one  fermon  printed  —  400 

130  o  o 


St.  PauPs  happened  to  be  fliut  up  in  the  Summer 
for  two  month  1,  when  the  mayor  went  on  Sundays 
to  his  own  chapel  at  Guild-hall^  and  his  chaplain 
read  prayers  for  ei  ^ht  Sunday  rriorningS  pnly^  for 
which  the  mayor  got  him  from  the  court  of  alder- 
men twenty  guineas. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular  in  this  account, 
becaufe  I  know  your  great  punctuality  in  things 
of  this  nature,  as  well  as  to  do  myfelf  juflice* 
How  much  he  may  be  a  gainer  by  coming  over,  I 
can't  tell  j  but  if  he  had  pleafed  to  have  lived  near 
the  Hall,  as  he  might,  in  a  lodging  of  ten  or  twelve 
pounds  a  year,  he  need  not  have  kept  a  man,  (for* 
I  had  more  for  fliow  than  bufmefs)  nor  given  the 
extravagant  fum  of  thirty  pounds  a  year  for  lodg- 
ings ;  he  might  have  faved  fomething  in  thofe  ar- 
ticles* Had  he  lived  in  the  city,  1  fiiould  now  and 
then  have  had  the  favour  of  his  company  in  an 
evening;  but  his  living  from  me  brought  him  into 
company,  and  among  the  reft  into  that  of  Mr. 
8  '  Edward 
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Edward  IFalpole^  from  whom  he  has  great  dc« 
pendences, 

'  I  recommended  him  to  Mr.  alderman  Champion^ 
who  got  the  primnte's  wife's  brother  to  write  in 
his  favour  to  the  primate.  And  he  talks  of  the 
living  of  Colerains  being  vacant;  if  it  be,  I  will 
do  him  what  fervice  I  can, 

Thus,  fir,  1  have  difcharged  myfelfof  the  duty 
you  laid  upon  me,  ip.  relation  to  that  gentleman,, 
which  I  hope  will  be  to  your  fatisfaftion  ;  for  I 
will  never  be  ungrateful,  though  I  have  met  with 
it  frequently  myfelf. 

All  your  friends  in  town  are  well,  arid  m  high 
fpirits.  Lord  Bolingbroke  complains  you  don't 
write  to  him.  Poor  Mrs.  Barber  has  the  gout^ 
but  is  better.  It  was  a  great  mortification  to  me 
that  you  did  not  come  and  eat  fome  cuftard;  but  I 
hope  your  health  will  psrmit  your  coming  next 
Summer.  We  rejoice  much  at  my  brother  Frsrich^s 
fuccefs.  I  know  you  don't  deal  in  newSy  fo  I  fen<f 
you  none.  Pray  God  continue  your  health,  and 
believe  me  always,  with  the  greateft  fmccrhy. 
Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  moft  obliged  humbler 
fervant, 

JOHN  BARBER* 

P.  S.  Why  Mr.  PUkingtcn  fliould  fend  his  wife 
home  in  the  midft  of  winter,  or  why  he 
.  Ihould  ftay  here  an  hour  after  her,  are  quef- 
tions  not  eafily  anfwered.    I  am  not  of  hi$^ 
council. 
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LETTER  XLVr. 
Mrs.  CoNDuiTT  to  Dr.  Swift*. 

SIR,  George- Street,  Nov.  29,  1733. 

Mrs  .  Barber  did  not  deliver  your  letter  till  af- 
ter the  intended  wedding  brought  me  hither.  She 
has  as  much  a  better  title  to  the  favour  of  her  fex 
than  poetry  can  give  her,  as  truth  is  better  than  fic- 
tion; and  ihall  have  my  beft  affiftance.  But  the 
tov^n  has  been  fo  Ions:  invited  into  the  fubfcription, 
that  moft  people  brave  already  refufed  or  accepted, 
and  Mr.  Condulti  has  long  fince  done  the  latter. 

I  fhould  haveguefled  your  holinefs  would  rather 
have  laid  than  called  up  the  ghoft  of  my  departed 
friendihip,  which  fince  you  are  brave  enough  to 
face,  you  will  find  divefted  of  every  terror,  but  the 
remorfe  that  you  were  abandoned  to  be  an  alien  to 
your  friends,  your  country  and  yourfelf.  Not  to 
renew  an  acquaintance  with  one  who  can  twenty 
years  after  remember  a  bare  intention  to  ferve  him, 
would  be  to  throw  away  a  prize  I  am  not  now  able 
to  repurchafe;  therefore  when  you  return  to  Eng- 
landj  I  fnall  try  to  excel  in  what  I  am  very  forry 
you  want,  a  nurfe  ;  in  the  mean  time  I  am  exerci- 
fing  that  gift  to  preferve  one  who  is  your  devoted 
admirer. 

Lord  Harvey  has  written  a  bitfer  copy  of  vcrfes 
upon  Dr.  5.Wt^/«  for  publifiiing  (as  'tis  faid)  his 
lordlhip's  epiftle ;  which  mull:  have  fet  your  bro- 
ther Popch  fpirits  all  a  working. 

*  Thu?  enclorfed  by  the  Do^or,  *^  My  old  friend 
Mrs.  Barton,  new  Mri.  Conduit t.^^ 

Tkomfon 

t 
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Thomfon  is  far  advanced  in  a  poem  of  2000 
lines,  deducing  Liberty  from  the  patriarchs  to  the 
prefent  times,  which,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
prefs,  is  now  in  full  vigour.  But  I  forget  I  am 
writing;  to  one  who  has  the  power  of  the  keys  of 
Pamaffus^  and  that  the  only  merit  my  letter  can 
have  is  brevity.  Pleafe  therefore  to  place  the 
profit  I  had  in  your  long  one  to  your  fund  of  cha- 
rity, which  carries  no  intereft,  and  to  add  to  your 
prayers  and  good  wiflies  now  and  then  a  line  to. 
Sir,  your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

C.  CONDUITT. 

Mrs.  Barber^  whom  I  had  fent  to  dine  with 
us,  is  in  bed  with  the  gout,  and  has  not  yet 
fent  me  her  propofals. 

LETTER  XLVIL 
Charles  Coote,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  London,  Dec.  lo,  1735. 

Being  indebted  folely  to  you  for  a  moft  va- 
luable acquaintance  with  the  duke  and  duchefs  of 
S^eenfbury^  and  feme  other  of  your  friends,  I  ought 
to  have  acknov/ledged  it  before.  It  is  a  common 
ftratagem  of  mine,  and  has  always  fucceeded,  to 
give  hints  in  proper  places  of  your  allowing  me- to 
fome  degree  of  perfonal  acquaintance  with  you, 
and  I  owe  to  it  moft  of  the  agreeable  hours  I  paffed 
at  Spa  this  Summer^  where  they  were ;  I  had  ftrong 
temptations,  efpecially  at  that  diftance,  to  give 
myfelf  high  airs  this  way  ;  but  fir^ding  the  bare  men- 
tion of  my  having  been  received  by  you  in  a  moft 
Vol.  V.  R  obliging 
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obliging  manner,  was  enough  to  do  my  bufinefs, 
and  it  being  a  fa£i  I  could  make  oath  of,  I  kept 
within  due  bounds.  Her  grace,  who  would  be  the 
moft  agreeable  woman  \n' England^  though  (he  were 
not  the  handfomeft,  has  honoured  me  with  her 
compliments  to  you  with  a  walking  ftick,  the  ma- 
nufa(9:ure  of  Spa^  where  fhe  had  it  made  for  you, 
and  I  ought  to  have  delivered  it  two  months 
ago;  accidents  prevented  my  leaving  this  place, 
and  it  is  not  certain  when  I  can;  fothat  1  muft 
fend  it  to  you  by  the  firft  proper  opportunity,  but 
could  no  longer  delay  your  pleafure  in  knowing 
it,  and  hers,  when  you  fliall  acknowledge  it.  If 
I  can  be  of  any  fort  of  fervice  to  you  on  this  fide, 
your  commands  v/ill  find  me  at  St,  yarrnsh  Coffee^ 
houfe.  I  am,  Sir,  your  moft  obliged  humble  fer- 
vant, 

CHARLES  COOTE. 

LETTER  XLVIII. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift*. 

DEAR  SIR,  Dec.  20,  1733. 

To  URS  I  received,  and  if  it  was  not  that  I 
have  a  good  deal  of  company  to  fup  at  my  houfe  upon 
beef  grtfkins^  I  would  go  and  play  a  game  of  back- 
gammon with  Mr.  IVorral's  tables,  and  be  afiet 
winning  fome  of  Mrs.  WorraW  coin  ;  I  would  not 
fear  to  win  crown-piece  of  her  money  by  playing 
Jix'pence  halfpenny  a  time.  She  is  a  very  good  body^ 
and  one  that  I  have  a  great  value  for :  \  wifli  my 

*  Indorfed,  Dr.  Sheridan  ^  infolenc^  ixi  prefuming 
to  JHifvver  aiy  eloquent  Hjbsrnicifmsy 

Jpouft 
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J^mfe  were  but  half  as  good,  but  of  this  I  fliall  fay 
nothing  more  till  meeting,  I  hope  my  gOiTip  De- 
Janys  fpoufe  is  upon  the  mending  hand^  for  they  tell 
me  Ihe  has  been  lately  much  out  of  order.  She  is  as 
good  a  woman  as  ever  breathed^  and  it  is  a  thou- 
fand pities  that  any  thing  fhould  ail  her,  God 
Almighty  wijhher  well;  for  I  am  fure  if  fhe  zvent 
•ff^  the  do6lor  would  not  meet  with  her  fellow.  I 
hope  nothing  (^/Vj  her  but  a  brvfh. 

To-morrow  I  eat  a  hit  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
M^Gwyre:  if  you  will  make  one^  you  will  get  as 
hearty  a  welcome,  as  if  you  were  their  ciJUn  father -y 
for  no  body  fpeaks  better  of  you  than  they.  My 
humble  fervice  to  all  friends  and  to  yourfelf,  is  the 
i^queft  of  yours  to  command, 

THADY  O  SULIVAN. 
I  lodge  hard  by  the  Shovel  in  Francis'Street. 


LETTER  XLIX. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Pilkington. 

MADAM,  1733. 

Yo  U  muft  fliake  ofF  the  leavings  of  your  fex. 
If  you  cannot  keep  a  fecret  and  take  a  chiding, 
you  will  quickly  be  out  of  my  fphere.  Corrigible 
people  are  to  be  chid  ;  thofe  who  are  otherwife, 
may  be  very  fafe  from  any  leflures  of  mine :  I 
fhould  rather  chufe  to  indulge  them  in  their  follies, 
than  attempt  to  fet  them  right,    I  defue  you  may 

R  2  nst 
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not  inform  your  hufband  *  of  what  has  pad,  for 
a  reafon  I  lhall  give  you  when  I  fee  you,  which 
may  be  this  evening,  if  you  will.  I  am  very  fm- 
cerely  your  friend, 

J.  SWIFT. 

LETTER  L. 
The  Bifliop  of  CLOGHERf  to  Dr.  Swif'IU 

Mr.  DEAN,  Cloghcr,  June  25,  1734. 

I  HAVE  a  letter  of  yours  of  a  very  long 
date  J,  and  (hould,  it  may  be,  out  of  good 
manners  have  anfwered  it  long  fince  ;  but  I 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  delay  the  an- 
fwer  1  was  then  able  to  make  to  our  firft  private 
meeting,  which  I  thought  might  be  foon ;  and  for 
the  fame  reafon  that  delayed  me  then,  I  (hall  put 
off  my  defence  till  I  have  the  pleafure  of  half  an 
hour's  private  converfation  with  you,  when  I  think 
I  fhall  be  able  to  clear  myfelf  from  the  heavy 
charges  you  bring  againft  me ;  and  therefore,  not 

*  This  Letter  was  occafioned   by  fome  accounts 
from  Londouy  relative  to  Mr.  Pilkington^  which  Mrs. 
Pilkington  has  given  us  at  large,  vol.  ).  p.  105. 
Dr.  Sterne, 

X  That  Letter  of  Dr.  Snvift\  was  dated  in  July  1 733, 
and  printed  by  Johtjion  in  1765,  No.  57.  As  I  have 
had  occafion  to  refer  to  this  colle^lion  of  Letters,  I 
{hall  embrace  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  an  ^r- 
ratum  which  efcaped  my  obfervation  in  the  hurry  of 
tranfcribing  them  for  the  prefs.  The  fecond  paragraph. 
No.  69.  begins  thus,  Lord  Bath^  &c."  read  Lord 
Mathurjl,  &C. 

t« 
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to  take  any  farther  notice  of  that  letter,  I  fhall, 
in  anfwer  to  your  laft,  which  I  received  by  laft 
poft,  return  you  my  thanks  for  your  having 
taken  the  fame  care  about  the  fixty  pounds, 
"which  at  your  requeft  I  lent  Joe  Beaumont^ 
whofe  circumftances  at  that  time  I  was  pretty 
much  a  ftranger  to,  as  you  have  taken  about 
the  money  you  lent  him  on  the  fame  occafion  ; 
and  as  this  fhall  ferve  for  a  full  difcharge  of  all 
demands  I  have  on  'Joe^  execution  *,  fo  I  fhall 
take  it  as  a  favour,  if  you  will  take  on  you  the 
trouble  of  difpofing  of  that  fum  of  fifty  pounds^ 
as  an  augmentation  to  your  own  charitable  fund, 
or  to  any  other  charitable  ufe  you  ftiall  judge  pro- 
per, and  that  I  defire  may  be  without  any  mention 
of  my  name. 

If  you  defire  an  acquittance  in  any  other  form, 
be  pleafed  to  draw  one,  and  I  will  fign  it.  I 
lhall  be  proud  of  a  vifit  in  this  mountainous  coun- 
try, being,  notwithftanding  any  coolnefs  or  mif- 
underftanding  that  has  happened  between  us,  as 
much  as  ever  your  aflFecStionate  friend  and  fer- 
vant, 

JOHN  CLOGHER. 

*  This  execution  was  againft  the  heirs  or  repre^ 
fentatives  of  Mr.  Beaumont^  who  had  died  feveral  years 
before  the  date  of  this  letter. 
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LETTER  LL 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift, 

DE  ARMIS  TER  DE  AN  June  28,  1734. 

I  EXPECTURE  anfer  an  da  fuHone  abo 
lit  mi  monito  de.  Times  a  re  veri  de  ad  nota  do 
it  eras  hi  liiigat  ahni  e  ftate.  Mire  fe  ver  carinas 
vel  res  ad  e  villas  a  peni.  Curfim  I  fe  fora  prime 
minis  ter.  Cantu  res  a  Sum  at  ab  art  curfu  de  an.- 
Atri  do.  Uno  mi  de  arde  annuo  me  aiiro  at,  Itis' 
hi  time  tot  hinc  ope  in  it.  I  ama  non  eft  manica?, 
ac  nave  is  mi  averfio  ni  de  clare. 

Ad  unis  at  mi  do  ore  fora  Sum  10  on  da  nat  ur- 
nse,  ab  umbelicum  in  at  his  ars,  as  redi  as  ac  at  is 
at  amo  ufe,  ora  rati  fe,  orabat. 

lambicum  as  mutas  a  Statu  ;  as  lai^nas  ara  que  ; 
ss  de  a  fas  an  ad  aris ;  as  bae  a  vi  as  an  aflis ;  as 
quseras  a  due  ;  aft  emas  alam  ;  as  de  ad  as  a  do 
orna  ilis  ;  as  infipidas  de  ad  vi  negaris  ;  ora  po- 
tato in  me.  I  re  membri  vas  o  na  time  as  qui  cafa 
fleat  a  laedis  belli  ;  as  meri  as  a  Philli ;  as  fullo 
pleas  ac  id^  as  fullo  meretrix  as  ac  it  en  is,  oras 
ab  a  boni  na  capis.  I  rite  fi  miles  ufe  e,  cantu 
ritum.  Udi  ne  at  urfe  de  at  mi  o  ufe.  I  vah  belli 
fullo  meato  en  ter  tenus  fit  fora  nil  ordinis  equi 
page.  Uva  ftoaiachi  me  ope.  Here  is  ab  illo 
fare.  Ago  ufe.  A  paro  dux.  Sum  fis  his,  as  a 
paro  foles.  A  paro  places.  Apud  in.  Afri  cafei^ 
Arabit  aftu  in.  Neu  pes.  Neu  beans.  Alam  pij 
fit  fora  miiSis  ter  o  ftate.  Acus  tardis  aft  it  abit  as 
at  artis.  Afri  teris  mi  de  lite.  Mi  liquor  iftoc 
que,  it  coftus  api  Stola  quarti  a  verrit.  A  quartos 
ac.    Margo  ufe  claret  as  fine  as  a  rubi.  Graves. 
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Lac  rima  Chrlfti.  Hoc.  Cote  rotae.  Sum  Cy- 
prus.   As  fine  Sldera  fe  ver  Id  runcat  at  averne. 

Praebe  fpecus  a  Superaturus.  Summas  par  a 
gufto  eat.  Sum  colli  flo  ures,  ac  ab  age  Iretis  fora 
Sal  ad.  Invita  laedito  ac  cum  pani  ureverens,  nata 
prster,  nota  coquet.  A  grave  matronis  pro  per 
fora  grave  de  an,  an  da  dodlor,  an  das  cole 
mas  ter. 

I  ritu  a  verfe  o  na  molli  o  mi  ne. 

Afta  laffa  me  pole,  a  Ijedis  o  fine, 

I  ne  ver  neu  a  nifo  ne  at  in  mi  ni  is, 

A  manat  a  glans  ora  fito  fer  diis, 

De  armo  lis  abuti  hos  face  an  hos  nos  is. 

As  fer  a  fal  illi,  as  reddas  aro  fis, 

Ac  is  o  mi  molli  is  almi  de  lite, 

lUo  verbi  de,  an  illo  verbi  nite. 

I  figo  imus  te  cato  tum  an  dumus  trans  ac  urc 
penfe  exceptive  illuc.  I  fi  pie  in  geftitis  fora  ne- 
gat  eas  ter.  Notabit  fora  cardami,  norabit  fora  di 
fe  i,  as  migra  num  has  fed  forti  times. 

I  nono  nues  offa  ni  momento  ritu  buttabata  ilis 
o  ver  at  Dans  fic.  In  Itali  an  in  Germani  merce 
nari  es  defertum  e  veri  de.  O  ne  gener  alis  de  ad 
ac  an  non  bullit  hue  offis  hae  ad.  A  fle  et  is  pras 
par  in  fora  fe  fite.  Me  ni  Si  eges  ara  carri  in  o  nat 
his  time. 

Mi  Magis  as  meri  as  an  apis.  Hae  do  es  fe  a 
quae  cur  a  quae  cur  a  cur.  Hae  is  caper  in  in  ac 
age  me  do  Sali.  Abit  ob  re  ad  is  gener  ali  his  fu- 
per,  ora  livor  ofFa  lambis. 

Mifer  vifto  alat  o  me,  excufe  mi  has  te ;  For« 
ver  an  de  ver  ures 

TOMAS  SER  ID  AN. 

Afri  de  at  en  ac  locat  mi  Studii. 

R4 
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LETTER  Lir. 
The  Earl  of  Oxford  to  Dr.  Swift. 

GOOD  Mr.  DEAN,         Dover-ftreet,  Aug.  8,  1734, 

I  T  is  now  fo  long  fince  I  have  troubled  you  with 
a  letter,  that  I  am  almoft  quite  afhamed  to  do  it 
now  ;  but  the  truth  of  the  cafe  is  this,  I  cannot 
be  longer  eafy  any  further  to  defer  my  making  my 
due  acknowledgments  to  you  in  the  beft  manner 
I  can,  for  the  many  kind  remembrances  I  hare  re- 
ceived from  under  your  own  hand,  and  your  oblig- 
ing notice  of  me  in  your  letters  to  Mr.  Pcfc^ 
Sic,  It  was  an  extream  great  pleafure  to  me  to 
find  that  I  ftill  maintained  a  (hare  in  your  thoughts, 
that  I  was  ftill  worthy  to  receive  your  commands ; 
I  did  my  beft,  I  did  all  that  lay  in  my  power  to 
obey  them  ;  I  wifl:i  there  had  been  better  fuccefs. 
I  afiure  you  this,  that  there  is  no  perfon  (I  fpeak 
without  excepting  one )  whofe  commands  I 
would  more  readily  obey  than  yours;  I  hope  you 
will  be  fo  good  as  to  indulge  me,  and  make  ufe 
of  your  power  often  ;  1  value  myfelf  not  a  little 
upon  this  fcore,  and  you  fee  here  how  eafy  it  is 
for  you  to  make  one  happy,  which  is  more  than 
can  be  faid  of  . 

I  fiiall  now  take  the  liberty  to  talk  to  you 
a  little  upon  family  aft*airs  ;  and  my  encourage- 
ment to  do  it  proceeds  from  this,  that  ever  ftnce  I 
have  been  fo  fortunate  to  be  acquainted  with  you, 
you  have  in  the  kindeft  manner  always  taken  a 
part  in  whatever  fortune  befel  me  or  my  family. 

Indulge  therefore  the  fondnefs  of  a  father  to  de- 
tain you  fo  long  as  to  give  a  fincere  friend  fome  ac- 
count 
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count  of  the  compleating  a  great  work,  the  difpo- 
fal  of  an  only  daughter  in  marriage,  and  in  thefe 
times. 

The  whole  affair  was  conduced  with  as  much 
care  and  confideration  as  we  were  capable  of: 
when  v/e  looked  over  and  weighed  the  many  of- 
fers that  had  Been  proposed  to  us,  and  what  fort  of 
creatures  they  were  compofed  of,  this  perfon  we 
have  now  chofen  had  the  faireft  and  moft  un- 
exceptionable charadler,  and  as  his  compofition  is 
the  moft  unlike  the  generality  of  the  young  gentle- 
men of  this  age,  which  you  will  think  was  no 
fmall  ingredient  towards  our  approbation  of  him  ; 
as  I  hope  and  long  much  to  fee  you  in  England^  I 
believe  when  you  fee  the  duke  *  you  viiW  be  pleafed 
with  him,  and  you  will  not  difapprove  of  our 
choice  ;  as  he  is  free  from  the  prevailing  qualifica- 
tions of  the  prefent  fett  of  young  people  of  quality, 
fuch  as  gaming,  fliarping,  pilfering,  lying,  fffr.  iifr. 
fo  on  the  contrary,  he  is  endowed  with  qualifica- 
tions they  are  ftrangers  to  5  fuch  as  juftice,  honour, 
excellent  temper  both  of  mind  and  body,  afFabi- 
lity,  living  well  with  his  own  family :  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  propofed  himfelf  was  what 
became  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honour,  I  hus 
you  fee  I  have  given  you  a  long  account  of  this 
aiFair,  and  the  reafons  which  induced  us  to  con- 
fent  to  this  match.  I  flatter  myfelf  that  you  will 
not  be  difpleafed  with  the  account  I  have  given 
you  of  the  gentleman  to  whom  we  have  given  our 
daughter. 

My  wife  and  my  daughter  defireyour  acceptance 
of  their  humble  fervice,  with  many  wiflies  for  the 
enjoyment  of  your  health,  and  would  be  very  glad 
to  fee  you  over  here. 


The  late  duke  oiPcrtland. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Pope  hzs  been  upon  the  ramble  above  thcfe 
two  months :  he  is  now  with  my  lord  Peterborough 
near  Southampton^  where  he  propofes  to  ftay  fome 
time.  This  morning  died  Willis  bifhop  of  Win^ 
chejier^  and  is  to  be  fucceeded  by and  fur-* 
ther  I  cannot  fay. 

Pray,  has  Mr.  yebh  got  any  preferment?  I  was 
very  glad  to  hear  that  he  had  a  fliare  in  your  good 
opinion :  I  hope  he  has  done  nothing  to  forfeit  it. 
What  has  prevented  Mr.  Faulkner  from  fending 
over  your  works  he  promifed  to  fend  them  over 
the  end  of  laft  May  at  the  fartheft.  1  am  with 
true  regard  and  efteem.  Sir,  yourmoft  obliged  and 
moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

OXFORD. 

*  Thcfe  were  the  firft  foar  volumes  in  oftavo,  which 
were  adually  revifed  and  corralled  by  S^vift  himfelf, 
as  indeed  were  afterwards  the  two  fubfequent  volumes, 
printed  by  Faulkner  m  the  year  1738:  and,  what  is 
very  furprifing,  thefe  fix  volumes,  as  far  as  they  run, 
are  ftill  by  many  degrees,  notvvithftanding  they  want  at 
prefent  many  illuftrations,  the  beft  edition  of  the  Dr.'s 
Works  now  extant.  If  any  one  doubt  this,  let  him 
compare  Cadenus  and  Vanejfa^  or  the  poem  on  the  South- 
Sea  ProjeSi^  as  printed  by  Faulkner^  with  the  EngUfi 
edition  i  cfpecially  the  latter. 
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LETTER  LIIL 
Lady  H  o  w  T  H  to  Dr.  Swift* 

6  I  R,  Kilfane,  near  Kilkenny,  Aug.  15,  1734; 

I  1 

X  O  fhew  you  how  much  I  covet  your  corre- 
fpondence,  I  would  not  even  give  myfelf  time  to 
reft ;  for  gratitude  obliges  me  to  return  you  thanks 
for  all  your  favours,  in  particular  your  laft,  which 
quite  cured  me  of  my  cold.  I  can,  as  yet,  give 
you  no  account  of  this  country,  but  that  I  have 
been  mightily  hurried,  fettling  my  little  family. 
We  all  got  fafe  here  on  Monday  night ;  and  this 
day  was  the  fair  of  Bennefs  Bridge^  where  I  had 
two  gentlemen  on  purpofe  to  look  out  for  a  pad 
for  you,  but  there  was  not  one  to  be  got ;  but  if 
there  be  any  fuch  thing  to  be  had  as  a  good  trot- 
ter, fuch  a  one  as  I  know^  you  like,  I  will  have  it. 
I  don't  know  whether  you  will  be  as  free  in  writ- 
ing as  you  are  in  fpeaking;  but  I  am  fure,  were 
I  at  your  elbow  when  you  read  this,  you  would 
bid  me  go  to  a  writing  fchool  and  a  fpelling  book. 
My  lord  joins  me  in  begging  you  will  accept  of 
our  beft  wiflies  ;  and  hope  you  will  believe  me  to 
te,  what  I  really  am,  your  afFedlionate  friend  and 
humble  fervant, 

LUCY  HOWTH. 


C  252  ) 


LETTER  LIV. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift.  . 

DR  DAY  ANN.  :      Aug.  16,  1734. 

!E  Y  E  mafli  aimed  off  knott  wry  tin  two  yew 
bee  four  Butt  may  knee  bees  knees  fees  hind  red 
fow  Inn  trick  Kate  Eye  cud  knot.  Ewer  Ink  ly 
nation  Eye  no  two  wards  ewer  fry  ends  Toby  o 
there  wife.  Ha  !  view  Spoak  a  knee  Prop  ho£b 
awl  too  Dock  tore  Cocks  comb  Eye  may  Ann 
"VVhite  comb  a  bout  they  Dean  a  wry  off  Kill 
mower  a  fliit.  I  few  heave,  right  two  Their  ever 
end  Dock  tore  She  rid  Ann  Inn  caft  ell  Ham  ill 
tunn  knee  are  Kill  ice  and  draw  inn  they  Count 
eye  Caw  van.  Eye  a  mag  owing  two  Bell  turbet 
two  meet  they  ten  Ants  off  Drum  lean  too  race 
heave  mow  knee  butt  Eye  fare  Ice  hall  me  taw  a 
par  fell  off  M  T  Pock  heats.  Cap  tinn  Ham  ill 
tunn  mad  dumb  Ham  ill  tunn  Ann  dye  ware  a 
beau  tinn,  Ann  dye  Ned  inn  a  gaze  ay  beau  a  pun 
a  paft  Eye  maid  off  any  Sun.  Oui  mun  See  your 
Ann  very  tea — Cant  yew  right  all  a  mode  a  France 
hay  ? 

The  upper  part  of  this  letter  muft  be  read  by 
my  miftrefs  to  you,  who  has  a  key  for  it,  I  mean 
her  tongue  ;  but  you  muft  have  patience  v/ith  her, 
for  flie  cannot  fee  well  without  fpeftacles;  and 
when  (he  has  them  on  fhe  cannot  read  well,  and 
when  file  does  read,  flie  cannot  fpeak  well,  as 
having  an  impediment  in  her  fpeech,  which  was 
occafioned  by  a  fright  in  the  nurfery.  A  little 
before  I  20  to  Dublin  I  intend  to  kill  a  buck,  and 
fend  you  fome  of  it.    Mr.  Hamilton  has  pro- 

mifed 
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mifed  me  that  favour.  He  has  the  befl:  a  iH!  fattefi: 
venifon  I  ever  tafted  ;  and  the  £neft  bo.  and 
the  fineft  fituation,  and  the  fineft  houfe,  an  1  the 
fineft  hall,  and  the  fineft  wife  and  children,  and 
the  fineft  way  of  living,  I  ever  met.  You  live  ia 
Dublin  among  a  parcel  of  rabble ;  I  live  at  Cajile 
Hamilton  among  gentlemen  and  ladies :  you  live 
upon  chaffed  mutton,  I  live  upon  venifon  :  yoir 
drink  Benicarlo  wine,  I  drink  right  French  Mar-- 
goux:  you  hear  nothing  but  noife;  With  ravifli- 
ing  mufic  my  ears  are  delighted-  If  you  were  here 
you  would  never  go  back  again.  I  fancy  that  I 
never  (hall ;  and  that  I  fliall  be  able  foon  to  keep 
my  coach,  and  to  bring  you  down  into  this  ely- 
fium,  which  is  both  my  tafte,  and  my  choice. 

Pouvoir  choifir,  &  choifir  le  meilleur,  ce  font 
deux  avantages  qu'a  le  bon  gout.  C'eft  done  ua 
des  plus  grands  dons  du  ciel  d'etre  ne  homme  de 
bon  choix.  And  to  give  you  a  fample  of  my  good 
choice,  I  chufe  to  end  with  this  French  maxim, 
having  no  more  to  write,  but  my  love  to  my  mif- 
trefs,  and  fervice  to  all  friends.  Eye  am  ewers  to 
the  day  of  judgement, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 
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LETTER  LV. 
Mrs.  Pendarves  to  Dr.  Swift. 

.SIR,  Little  Brook-Street,  Sept,  9,  1734. 

I  FIND  your  corrcfpondence  is  like  the  Ting- 
ing of  the  nightingale  ;  no  bird  fings  fo  fweetly, 
but  the  pleafure  is  quickly  paft,  a  month  or  two  of 
harmony,  and  then  we  lofe  it  till  next  fpring  :  I 
wifh  your  favours  may  as  certainly  return.  I  am, 
at  this  time,  not  only  deprived  of  your  letters,  but 
of  all  other  means  of  enquiring  after  your  health, 
your  friends  and  my  correfpondents  being  difperfcd 
to  their  fummer  quarters,  and  know  as  little  of 
you  as  I  do.  I  have  not  forgot  one  mortifying 
article  on  this  occafionj  and  if  your  defign  ii|  ne- 
glecting me  was  to  humble  me,  it  has  taken  effeft: 
could  1  find  out  the  means  of  being  revenged,  I 
would  moft  certainly  put  it  in  execution  ;  but  I 
have  only  the  malice  of  an  incenfed  negledlcd  wo- 
man, without  the  power  of  returning  it.  The 
Jaft  letter  I  writ  to  you  was  from  Glocejler^  about 
1  twelvemonth  ago;  after  that  I  went  to  Z^w-^- 
Leat  to  my  lady  Weymouth  ;  came  to  town  in  *Ja^ 
nuary^  v/here  1  have  remained  ever  fince,  except 
1  few  weeks  I  fpent  at  Sir  "John  Stanley  s  at  Norths 
End^  the  Delviiie  of  this  part  of  the  world.  I  hope 
Naboih's  Vineyard  flouriflies:  it  always  has  my 
good  wiihes,  though  I  am  not  near  enough  to  par- 
take of  its  fruits.  The  town  is  now  empty,  and  by 
mort  people,  called  dull ;  to  me  it  is  juft  agreeable, 
for  I  have  moft  of  my  particular  friends  in  town, 
and  my  fuperfluous  acquaintance  I  can  very  well 
fparc^    My  Icid  Cartsr^t  is  at  Hawnes  y  my  lady 

Carteret 
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Carieret  Is  in  town,  nurfing  my  lady  Dyfari^  who 
is  brought  to-bcd  of  a  very  fine  fon,  and  in 
hopes  of  my  lady  TVeymouth's  being  foon  under  the 
fame  circumftance.  I  have  not  feen  my  lord 
Bathurji  fince  I  was  at  his  houfe  in  Glocejierjhire : 
that's  a  mifchief  I  believe  you  have  produced  ;  for 
as  long  as  I  could  entertain  him  with  an  account 
of  his  friend  the  Dean,  he  was  glad  to  fee  me; 
but  lately  we  have  been  great  ftrangers.  Mrs. 
Donnellan  fometimes  talks  of  making  a  winter's  vi- 
fit  to  Dublin^  and  has  vanity  enough  to  think  yoif 
are  one  of  thofe  that  i will  treat  her  kindly  :  her 
lofs  to  me  will  be  irreparable,  befide  the  mortifi* 
cation  it  will  be  to  me  to  have  her  go  to  a  place 
where  I  fliould  fo  gladly  accompany  her.  1  know 
(he  will  be  juft,  and  tell  the  reafons  why  I  could 
not,  this  year,  take  fuch  a  progrefs.  After  hav- 
ing forced  myfelf  into  your  company,  it  will  be 
impertinent  to  make  you  a  longer  vifit,  and  de- 
ftroy  the  intention  of  it ;  which  was  only  to  aflTure 
you  of  my  being.  Sir,  your  moft  faithful,  and 
obliged  humble  fervant, 


M.  PENDARVES, 
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LETTER  LVI. 

Pickle  Herring  to  Mr.  Faulkner*. 
s  I  R  H  A  t, 

jArEN'T  you  the  rafcal,  that  makes  fo  free 

with  my  family  ?  Had  you  once  recollcfted 

that,  gracelefs  and  defpifed  as  he  is,  that  fame  fer- 
jeant  Kite  %  was  my  brother,  and,  however  marr'd 
in  the  making,  was  born\o  be  as  great  a  man  as 
myfelf.  Hadyouthought  with  what  vengeance  a  man 
in  my  high  ftation  can  efpoufe  any  one's  quarrel, 
and  efpecially  that  of  a  finking  brother,  durft  you 

prefume  to  run  thefe  lengths  ?  Mark  what  I 

am  going  to  fay  ;  bitter  is  the  forrow,  hot,  four, 
and  cutting  is  the  fauce  you  are  to  tafte  after  your 
merry  conceits  on  my  poor  brother;  and  what 
mortal  can  expeft  better,  that  meddles  with  the  very 
worft  of  the  family  of  the  Pickles  ? — Recoiled  at  laft 
and  tremble !  whom  haft  thou  offended  and  ftirred 

up  to  wrath,  thou  little  pitiful  fwad  ?  More 

would  I  fay  to  thee,  but  that  I  take  thee  right,  I 
look  upon  thee  only  as  the  foul  pipe  through  which 
the  filth  and  naftinefs  of  a  whole  nation  is  fquirted 
in  the  teeth  of  my  unfortunate  brother,  the  un- 

*  Endorfed  by  Dr.  S^ift,  "  An  excellent  droll  pa- 
per." 

f  This  humorous  letter,  although  addrefTed  to  Mr. 
Faulkner,  was  ultimately  deligned  for  the  entertainment 
of  Dr.  Snvift, 

X  Bettejhvorth,  ferjeant  at  law,  whofe  charafter  is 
well  known  for  the  affault  he  made  upon  Dr.  S^ift  in 
the  year  1733,  was  frequently  perfecuted  by  the  young 
poets  under  the  name  of  ferjeant  Kite, 

n  lucky 
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Kicky  gracclefs  clog,  that  has  brought  all  this  dil 
himfelf;  but,  alas,  mybroihcr! — But  however 
provoked,  are  your  fciibling  fpit- fires  never  to  be 
fatisfied  ?  one  (hould  think,  that,  by  this  time, 
if  the  poor  foul  had  not  enough,  they  certainly  had  ! 
Is  it  not  fufhcient  for  them  to  fee  a  man  of  Icarn- 
ino-  and  law,  a  man  of  finffular  inimitable  elo- 
quence,  a  man  of  unparallel'd  graceful  action,  a 
man  of  unfpeakable,  inconceivable  truth,  juitice 
and  finccrity,  exemplary  religioi],  ftricl  virtue, 
nice  honour,  and  fterling  worth  in  general  paft 
finding  out;  I  fav,  is  it  not  fuflicient  to  fee  a  lumi- 
nary like  this  now  fhining  in  meridian  luftre,  but 
anon  fet  for  ever  in  a  puddly  cloud?  Is  it  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  fee  him  fo  unma(ked  and  ftigmatized,  that 
he  can  be  no  longer  a  tool  even  for  a  court-lharper^ 
and  (what's  worlt  of  all  for  him)  no  longer  to  be  in 
pay  with  them  ?  Is  it  not  fuflicient  to  fee  his 
poor  fkuU  (God  help  it!)  incurably  bumped  and 
bulged  by  that  damnable  bounce  of  his  againft  the 
pulpit- cornifli  ?  Is  it  not  fufficient  to  fee  witli 
what  pain  and  fliame  he  wriggles  along  by  that  con-^ 
founded  fplinter  of  the  bar,  he  lately  got  thruft 
into  his  a — ,  and  which  has  left  him  a  running  fore 
to  his  dying  day?  Is  it  not  fufficient  to  fee  him, 
all  the  laft  term,  walk  about  in  merry  fadnefs  an 
idle  fpe£lator  in  the  courts,  where  he  was  not  re- 
tained even  for  his  moft  noted  talent  of  dirt-flino-- 
er  ? — O  you  fwarms  of  green  counlels  and  attor- 
neys, I  wonder  not  to  fee  you  pofted  about  Idler'^ 
Corner^  looking  fliarp,  as  dinnerlefs  men,  for  a 
lucky  pop  on  a  client ;  but  why,  oh  !  why,  fliould 
this  ever  be  the  cafe  of  my  haplefs  brother?  O 
P'ortune,  Fortune,  cruel  are  thy  fports  !  —  Is  it 
not  fufficient  to  fee  him  doubly  tormented  in  put- 
ting a  good  countensnce  on  treatment,  which  Is 
inwardly  gnawing  and  confuming  him  ?  in  which 
Vol.  V.  S  ftate 
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flate  his  whole  comfort  is,  that^  for  half  a  fcore 
years  at  leaft,  his  confcience  could  never  upbraid 
him  :   oh  the  comfort  of  an  eafy  confcience  f — 
Is  it  not  fufficient  to  fee  him  at  Baliyfpellan^  and 
every  where  he  goes,  the  common  butt  of  gibe, 
wink,  and  titter  ?   Is  it  nor-fufncient,  that  after 
what  has  been  flying  about  fmce  he  left  it,  he 
knows  not  how  to  (hew  his  face  in  town,  nor  how  to 
ftand  the  infinite  mortifications,  he  is  to  meet  with 
this  winter  ?   is  it  not  fufficient,  that  as  his  cafe 
ftands,  it  is  the  lerjeant  againft  all  the  world,  and 
all  the  world  againft  the  ferjeant  ?  Wretched  cafe^. 
when  a  creature  has  not  even  the  cheap  relief  of 
common  pity  !  And  is  not  all  this  fufficient?  No,- 
the  virulent  crew  tell  me,  that  as  long  as  the  terrible 
tumour  in  his  breaft  continues  hard,  the  cauftick 
and  corrofives  muft  be  ply'd,  and  that  none,  but  in- 
judicious quacks,  would  talk  of  emollients  and  le- 
nitives, until  lome  at  leaft  of  the  corrupt  and  fastid 
matter  is  difcharged.    In  fhort,  they  tell  me,  that 
as  lens:  as  the  caufe  remains,  and  the  world  likes 
the  operations,  the  cure  muft  go  on  the  fame  way  f 
Well,  go  on  ye  fcoundrels,  go  on !  and  make  him 
as  wretched  and  contemptible  as  you  can !  and 
when  you  have  done  your  worft,  I'll  make  a  pro- 
vifion  for  him  that  fhall  alarm  you  all ;  fliall  make 
fome  burft  with  envy,  and  others  to  look  on  him 
with  a  merry  face,  whom  fo  long  they  beheld  with 
hatred  and  derifion. 

To  keep  neither  him,  nor  the  world  longer  in 
fufpence,  know  ye,  that  I  will  take  him  home  to 
myfelf,  and,  after  a  little  of  my  tutoring,  not  a 
turn  in  his  intellefts,  expreffion,  or  a£lion  (which 
now  are  the  fubjeft  of  fatire)  that  fhall  not  foon 
become  matter  of  high  panegyrick.  O  ye  dogs 
you,  I'll  fet  him  over  all  your  heads  !  I'll  advance 
him  to  a  place  of  performance,  which  he  was  born 

for. 
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for,  ^nd  which  (however  he  thought  of  it  all  the 
while)  he  was  not  ill-bred  to  :  and  there  he  is  furc 
to  meet  with  the  honour  and  applaufc  he  might  in 

vain  expeci  on  any  other  ftage.  — - 

As  for  your  part,  little  pert  whipper-fnapperj 
Faulkner^  is  it  bafc  fear,  or  is  it  unfufFerable  va- 
nity in  you,  to  talk  of  corre6lion  from  the  hands 
of  my  brother  ?  Had  you  been  any  thing  above 
the  forry  remnant  of  a  man,  you  might  perhaps 
come  in  for  the  honour  of  a  gentle  drubbing  ;  but 
a  little  rafcal,  that  has  already  one  leg  in  the 
grave,  what  fatisfaftion  or  credit  would  it  be  to 
him  to  beat  thee  abominably,  or  even  flay  thee 
outright  ?  No,  but,  Sirha,  if  our  brother  Doctor 
Anthony  *  were  alive,— -rot  you,  in  fpite  of  your 
xdXcdWy  Keven-Bail.  and  your  fcribling  janifTaries, 
he  fhould  fet  up  his  wheel  juft  before  your  door, 
and  on  his  pole,  thruft  up  your  fundament,  he 
fliould  twirl  you  about  till  your  br  Jns  tumbled 
down  into  the  hollow  of  your  wooden  fhin-bone, 
and  till  all  the  bones  in  your  (kin  rattled  and 
fnapped  like  pipe-ftoppers  in  a  bladder.  Take  that 
from  your  fworn  and  mortal  enemy, 

PICKLE  HERRING. 

Cork,  Sept,  the  24th,  X734. 

*  A  whimfical  cad  kind  of  man,  who  had  abun- 
dance of  low  humour,  and  frequently  ufed  to  entertaia 
the  fchool-boys  and  populace  with  bis  harangues  and 
p'eaCantry,  mounted  upon  a  ladder  in  feme  corner  of  a 
ibeec.  He  died  about  eight  or  ten  years  before  the  date 
of  this  letter. 
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LETTER  LVIL 
Sir  William  Fownes  to  Dr.  Swift*. 

s  I  R, 

T  HERE  are  a  fort  of  gentlemen  who,  after 
great  labour  and  coft,  have  at  laft  found  out,  that 
two  difties  of  meat  will  not  coft  half  fo  much  as 
five  or  fix,  and  yet  anfwer  the  end  of  filling  the 
bellies  of  as  many  as  ufually  fed  upon  the  five 
or  fix. 

I  have  confidered  that  a  like  fort  of  reduction  in 
other  articles  may  have  the  like  proportion  of 
good  efFeftt  As  for  inftance,  when  any  one  be- 
fpeaks  a  pair  of  fiioes,  a  pair  of  ftockings,  or  a 
pair  of  gloves,  they  (hould  befpeak  a  pair  and  a 
half  of  each,  and  make  ufe  of  thefe  turn  about  : 
I  am  very  confident  they  will  anfwer  the  end  of 
two  pair  ;  by  which  good  management  a  quarter 
part  of  the  expence  in  thofe  articles  may  be  faved. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  objefted,  that  this  is  a  fpoiling 
of  trade:  to  which  1  anfwer,  that  when  the  ma- 
kers of  thofe  forts  of  ware  fliall  reduce  their  rates 
a  quarter  part  (inftead  of  enhanfing  them,  as  has 
been  done  in  fome  late  years  unreafonably)  and 
now  ought  to  be  reduced  according  to  the  rates  of 
wool  and  leather ; 

Then  it  may  be  reafonable  to  befpeak  two  pair 
inftead  of  a  pair  and  a  half. 

Another  obje£lion  may  be  ftarted  as  to  gloves, 
with  a  query,  Which  of  the  hands  (hall  be  obliged 
with  two  gioves  f  To  this  I  anfwer,  That  gene- 

*  Endorfed,  "  A  humorous  projed." 

rally 
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rally  the  left  hand  is  iifed  but  feldom,  and  not 
expofed  as  the  oiher  to  many  olEces ;  one  of 
which  in  particular  is  the  handing  of  ladies,  t  or 
thefe  reafons,  two  gloves  ought  to  be  granted  to 
the  right  hand. 

There  ate  many  other  frugal  improvements, 
which,  as  foon  as  I  have  difcourfed  Thomas  Turner 
the  quaker,  who  is  now  upon  finding  out  the 
longitude,  and  farther  improving  the  latitude,  I 
fhall  be  able  to  demonftrate  what  fort  of  meat, 
and  the  joints,  w  ill  beft  anfwerthis  frugal  fcheme, 
as  likeu^ife  in  cloaihing,  and  other  parts  of  good 
ceconomy  ;  and  they  (hall  be  communicated  to  you 
by,  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 

PHILO  M^. 

From  my  cbfervatory  m  the  Parliament  houfe^ 
Od.  1 8,  1734. 

LETTER  LVIIL 

The  Reverend  Marma^uke  Philips  to 

Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Marfton  in  Somerfetfhire,  Nov.  2,  1734* 

OU  may  be  afliired  that  I  fliould  not  have  de- 
nied myfelf  fo  long  the  pleafure  of  that  great  pri- 
vilege and  favour  you  allowed  me  at  our  parting., 
of  correfponding  u/ith  you  whilft  i  ftaid  in  Eng- 
land^ but  that  1  waited  to  give  you  lom.e  account 
of  the  fuccefs  of  your  kind  and  friendly  negotia- 
tions for  me  in  the  letter  you  were  fo  good  to  give 
jme  to  lord  Orrery^  and  that  I  could  not  do  before 

S  3  this 
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this  week;  for  though  I  delivered  my  credentials'5 
to  his  lordfhlp  near  a  month  ago,  yet  we  did  not 
talk  over  the  L[{F:-ir  till  very  lately  ;  for  as  I  thought 
it  m .  duty  to  wait  his  time  and  leifure,  I  did  not 
prefh  him  for  an  anfv/er;  and  as  1  have  all  the  rea- 
ion  in  the  world  to  imagine,  from  the  many  friend- 
ly offices  you  have  done  me,  that  you  would  re- 
joice at  any  good  that  may  befal  me,  fo  I  can  at 
length  tell  you,,  that  it  was  as  favourable  as  I  could 
well  wifti  for,  confidering  every  thing  and  cir- 
cumftance  attending  that  affair^  for  it  feems  the 
fcheme  in  relation  to  Mr*  Taylor^ s  giving  my  mo- 
ther and  me  fo  much  money  for  our  good  will 
in  the  leafe,  can  never  take  place,  for  many  very 
good  reafons  his  lordfhip  gave  me,  which  are  too 
tedious  now  to  trouble  you  with;  and  therefore 
he  only  told  me  in  general  terms,  that  as  he 
thought  our  cafe  a  little  hard  and  fevere,  fome- 
Vv^hat  or  other  at  the  expiration  of  the  leafe  muft 
be  done  for  me,  but  in  what  manner  it  was  not 
poffible  for  him  yet  to  fay;  which  furely  was  as 
much  as  any  confcionable  and  reafonable  man  (and 
God  forbid  that  I  fhould  ever  prove  otherwife) 
could  expefl  :  in  fliors  his  kind  reception  of  me  at 
Marfton^  and  the  handfome  manner  he  has  behaved 
himfelf  towards  me  in  every  particular  fmce  I  came 
to  him,  has  been  like  lord  Orrery  himfelf :  and 
now  to  whom  muft  I  attribute  all  this  ?  not  to 
any  merit  or  conduct  of  my  own,  for  I  am  con- 
fcious  of  none,  but  to  the  worthy  dean  of  5/.  Pa* 
iirick\^  who  takes  delii^ht  in  doing  all  the  good 
he  can  to  thcfe  who  have  the  invaluable  happinefs 
and  honour  of  being  acquainted  with  him;  and 
therefore  what  a  monfter  ^'f  ingrautude  fliould  I 
be  not  to  at.kj  owledge  the  chnnnel  through  which 
this  intended  bounty  of  his  lordftjip  is  to  flow  to 

me, 
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m^,  let  It  be  more  or  lefs  ?  No!  agmfco  fontcm\ 
for  without  controverfy,  you  have  b^^en  the  means 
of  bringii  g  all  this  about :  for  which  I  fhall  fay 
no  more  (being  but  bitter  bad  at  making  fpecches) 
but  the  Lord  reward  you,  and  to  aflure  you,  I'ood 
fir,  that  this  your  a£l  of  friendfhip  manet  ei  manehit 
4iltd  mente  repojium.  His  lordfhip  told  me  that  he 
would  anfwer  y(  ur  It  tter  very  foon  ;  and  as  his 
pen  cind  head  infinitely  tranfcend  mine,  ic  likely 
you  will  have  then  a  clearer  and  better  account  of 
this  matter  than  I  can  pofii^ly  give  you. 

I  have  been  under  an  unfpeakable  concern  at  an 
accourt  1  lately  faw  from  Ireland  of  a  return  of 
your  old  diforders  of  giddinefs  and  deafnefs  ;  but 
I  ftill  flatter  myfelf  that  it  is  not  fo  had  wi:h  you 
as  my  fears  have  reprefentcd  it,  which  makes  ine 
long  im  atiently  to  hear  how  vou  really  are ;  but 
I  am  in  hopes  your  ufual  medicina  lymnaflica  will 
carry  it  off;  if  it  does  not,  more  the  pity  fay 
I,  and  fo  will  all  fay,  I  am  confident,  that  know 
you  ;  but  furely  ten  thoufand  times  more  pity  is 
it  that  you  are  not  like  one  of  Gulliver  s  Struld- 
brugSy  immortal  ;  but  alas  !  that  cannot  be,  fucli 
is  the  condition  of  miferable  man ;  which  puts 
me  often  in  mind  of  the  following  lines  I  have 
fomewhere  or  other  met  with,  which  I  apply  now 
and  then  to  myfelf,  by  way  of  cordial. 

What's  paft,  we  know^  and  what's  to  come, 
muft  be. 

Or  good  or  bad,  is  much  the  fame  to  me ; 
Si  nee  death  muft  end  mv  joy  or  mifery, 
Fix'd  be  my  thoughts  on  immortality. 

But  hold  !  I  believe  I  begin  to  preach;  and  it's 
well  if  you  don't  think  by  this  time  that  I  imagine 

S  4  myfelf 
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myfelf  in  Rathcnny  *  pulpit  inftead  of  writing  a 
letter  to  the  dean,  ar;d  therefore  I  forbear. 

I  know  writiniz;  in  your  prefent  circumftances 
miift  be  fo  very  troublefome  and  uneafy  to  you, 
that  1  an!  not  quite  fo  unreafonable  as  to  expe£t  it 
from  \ou^  but  \- henever  your  health  permits  you, 
it  will  be  an  infinite  pleafure  and  fatisfa£lion  to 
me  to  hear  from  you  ;  and  the  fafeft  way  of  fend- 
ing a  letter  to  me  will  be  under  cover  to  lord  Or- 
rery^  zi  Mar/ion^  near  Froofne  in  Somerfetjhire.  I 
fliall  trouble  you,  fir,  w  th  my  compliments  to  my 
very  good  fr  ends  and  neighbours  lady  Achefon  and 
her  mother,  for  whom  1  have  a  very  real  efteem  and 
value,  and  a!fo  to  Dr.  Heljham  and  his  lady,  and 
v/ith  my  very  affectionate  love  and  feivice  to  all 
my  Sunday  companions  at  the  deanry  f , 

I  hav-  no  novelties  to  entertain  you  with  from 
hence  ;  for  here  we  lead  a  very  retired  and  per- 
fectly rural  life:  hut  when  I  get  to^Lonckfi  (which 
I  believe  will  not  be  till  diiiQv  ChriJ^mas^  becaufe  as 
I  am  within  ten  or  a  dozen  milts  of  Bath^  1  have 
feme  thoughts  of  making  a  trip  thither,  and  try 
what  good  thofe  waters  will  do  me)  you  may  depend 
upon  h  iving  an  account  of  what  pafies  in  the  poli- 
tic al  and  learned  world  that  is  poffible  for  me  to 
come  at  and  convey  to  you,  and  i  hope  to  be  then 
honoured  with  all  your  commiffions  and  commands 
in  that  place  ;  f(.'r  1  wifn  tor  norhirig  more  than  an 
opportunity  of  file  wing  with  how  much  gratitude 

*  M'.  Fhilips*6  benefice,  about  ihree  miies  from 
Dublin, 

t  It  was  cuHomary  for  the  Dodlot's  friends  and  ac- 
quaintance to  vifit  him  on  Sunday  after?  oons,  and  fpcnd 
the  evening  with  him  ;  fo  th  ;t  every  one  who  was  at  lei- 
fure  to  go  there,  was  fure  of  meeting  variety  of  good 
company, 

and 
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and  true  efteem  for  all  your  favours,  I  am,  Sir, 
your  moft  obedient  and  much  obliged  humble  fer- 
vanr, 

MARMADUKE  PHILIPS. 

I  have  feen  your  friend  Mrs.  Cope  at  Bath^  and  fhc 
defircd  me  to  fend  her  compliments  to  you. 

LETTER  LIX. 
Mrs.  Pendarves  to  Dr.  Swift, 

SIR,        St,  Mary's  Square,  Glocefter,  Nov.  20,  17^4. 

I  A  M  truly  concerned  at  your  having  been  fo 
much  out  of  order  :  1  moft  heartily  wifh  you  c  on- 
ftant  healih  and  happinefs,  though  that's  of  little 
ufe  to  you,  and  onl)  ferves  to  do  honour  to  myfelf, 
by  fhevi'ing  I  know  how  to  prize  what  is  valuable, 

I  fhould  hijve  returned  you  thanks  much  fooner 
for  the  favour  of  your  iaft  letter;  but  when  1  re- 
ceived it  I  was  preparing  for  my  journey  hither, 
and  have  ever  fince  had  fb  2:reat  a  diforder  in  of  e 
of  my  eyes,  that  till  this  moment  i  have  nor  beea 
able  to  make  my  acknowledgements  to  you.  I 
wonder  you  (hould  be  at  a  lots  for  a  reafon  for  my 
writing  to  you  ;  we  all  love  honour  and  pleafure: 
were  your  letters  dull,  do  y.  u  imagine  my  vanity 
would  not  be  fond  (  f  correiponding  with  the  iiean 
of  St,  Patrick'^  ?  But  the  laft  reaion  you  give  I 
like  beft,  and  will  ftick  by,  which  is,  that  I  im 
a  more  conftant  nymph  than  all  your  goddefies 
of  much  longer  acquaintance;  and  furtliermote 
I  ventuie  to  promiCe  you  are  in  no  danger  of  re- 
ceiving a  Bouiddey  if  that  depends  on  my  wil'. 

As 


f  266  ) 

As  for  thofe  fafl:ing-day«?  you  talk  of  *,  they  arc 
I  confefs,  alluring  baits,  and  I  (hould  certajniy 
have  been  with  you  in  three  pacquets,  according 
to  your  commands,  could  I  either  fly  or  fwim : 
but  I  am  a  heavy  lump,  deiftined  for  a  few  years 
to  this  earthly  element,  and  can't  move  about, 
'•withi  ut  the  concurrent  afTiftancc  of  feveral  ani^.* 
inals  that  are  very  expenfive. 

I^ow  for  bufinefs  :  As  foon  as  I  received  your 
letter,  I  went  to  your  brother  La'^fdown^  and  fpoke 
to  him  about  the  duke  of  Chandois.  He  d'.  fired 
me  to  make  his  compliments  to  you,  and  to  tell 
you  he  was  very  forry  he  could  be  of  no  fer vice  t© 
you  in  that  alF.tir  ;  but  he  has  had  no  manner  of  \ 
correfpondence  or  even  acquaintance  with  the 
duke  ihefe  fif.een  years.  I  have  put  it  however 
into  hands  that  will  perfue  it  diligently,  and  I 
hope  obtain  for  you  what  you  dcfire  ;  if  they  do 
not  fucceed,  you  muft  not  call  me  negligent ;  for 
whatever  lies  in  my  power  to  ferve  you,  is  of  too 
much  confequence  for  me  to  negle£l. 

1  have  left  my  good  friend,  and  your  humble 
fervant,  Mrs.  Donnellan^  behind  me  in  London^ 
where  (he  meets  with  little  entertainment  fuitable 
to  her  unr^erft^nding  ;  and  (he  is  a  much  fitter 
com.panion  for  the  DubVn  Thurfday  Society  than 
for  the  trifling  comp.^ny  fhe  is  now  engaged  in  ; 
and  I  wifli  you  had  her  with  you  (fince  I  can't 
have  her)  becaufe  I  know  (he  would  be  happier 
than  where  ft;e  is,  and  my  wifli  I  think  no  bad 
one  for  you.  Neither  my  eyes  nor  paper  will  hold 
out  any  longer.  I  am.  Sir,  your  moft  faithful 
humble  fervant, 

M.  PENDARVES. 

I  beg  my  compliments  to  all  your  friends. 

*  i,  e.  Dining  upon  two  or  three  di(hes  at  the  deanry  ; 
wh'xh  in  comparifon  of  magnificent  tables  the  Doctor 
ufed  to  call  failing. 


(  ) 


LETTER  LX. 
^  *  *  *  *  *  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Montrofe,  Dec.  17,  i734# 

Some  people  here  having  flattered  me  that  I 
have  a  genius  for  poetry,  and  my  circum -lances  a 
little  favouring  it,  I  have  refolved  to  turn  my 
thoughts  that  way  :  I  have  already  tried  my  ta- 
lent on  fome  little  amufements,  and  have  had  the 
pleafure  in  fecret  to  fee  them  pretty  well  received; 
but  few  here  being  much  converfant  in  that  ftudy, 
can  be  proper  judges  ;  and  as  I  v^ould  not  venture 
my  charader  abroad  in  the  world  v/ithout  the  ad- 
vice of  thoie  who  hzve  fucceedtd  in  it,  I  thought  I 
could  not  more  properly  apply  than  to  you,  who 
have  been  pretty  happy  that  way.  What  1  mean 
is,  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to  furnifh  me  with  a 
theme  to  t.y  my  genius,  with  v/hat  rules  you  may 
think  neceflary.  1  expc£t  your  compliance  with 
this,  as  it  is  the  firft,  at  leaft  of  this  nature,  you 
ever  had  from  this  place;  and  as  foon  as  it  is 
finiftied,  you  may  expedl  a  copy  of  the  perform- 
jince  from,  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervani, 

*  ^15  *  *  *  « 

+  As  this  letter  feems  to  have  been  written  by  ibme 
very  young  adventurer  in  poetry,  we  chufe  t'^  fupi'iefs 
the  name  at  prefent,  efpecial'y  as  cannot  tell  whi^,.  an^ 
fvver  he  receiv  d  from  Dr.  S^ift,  or  whether  afcer wards 
he  applied  himlelf  with  fuccefs  to  Jj)ol/o  and  the  Iv^ufes. 
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LETTER  LXr. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr,  Swift. 

DEER  SOAR,  '      Dec.  25,  1734* 

Y  E  ray  moved  mice  elf  too  May  jor  Par  rots 
yes  ftaiY  day  morn  in  Two  mc  te  they  ten  ants  ofF 
l)ium  lean,  two  pea  me  fum  Mow  knee  dew  ofF 
Michael  M^fs  and  March  Gale.  Eye  fup  hofe 
Eye  fliall  race  heave  a  bout  to  hun  dread  pounds, 
or  they  raw  bouts.  Eye  am  fore  Eye  two  here 
€wer  health  is  knot  bet  her.  Eye  wood  heave  yew 
take  fome  ray  maid  Eyes  firft,  and  then  go  in  afti 
hays  two  week  low,  where  Eye  no  yew  will  bee 
as  well  come  as  a  knee  1  %  in  ire  land.  Yew  no 
eye  prow  mifs  faid  too  right  yew  a  Nun  in  tell  liege 
eye  bell  Let  her.  He  writ  is.  Eye  main  afs  crop 
ofF  it. 

Duglidge  gravelfon  meltronimon  bagaron  re- 
fonfa  fore  monra  pe  nos  fatas  epronfa  car  filomen 
fezindo  crapenter  forami  danfa  prezina  mentre  fo- 
ga  ni  fon  im  contra  ferez  imilo  fsik  mitigan  nafUco 
dna  cifa  melifnot  dlor  calica  doen  ap  fagen  gefonda 
refilo  namis  fendo, 

I  fuppofe  by  this  time  thofe  laft  fix  lines  have 
given  yoii  amufement  enough  ;  and  to  put  you  from 
farther  labour,  I  tell  you  honeftly,  that  they  have 
no  meaning  at  all.  So  let  them  pafs  for  a  Chriji- 
mas  trick—  But  I  defire  that  dodor  Heljham^  and 
fome  other  friemls,  may  take  a  turn  at  them  ;  for 
it  is  not  reafonable  that  you  fhould  be  at  all  the 
trouble. 

Mr.  Hamilton  is  glad  the  venlfon  2;ot  fafe  to 
you  3  it  was  carried  by  a  Couniy-Cavan  man  in 

X     e.  One. 

the 
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the  75th  year  of  his  age,  who  went  ofF  on  Wed* 
nejday  morning,  vyas  back  with  us  on  Saturday 
night,  in  all  104  miles. — He  was  much  affionted 
that  a  young  fellow  was  propofed  for  the  e^pedi- 
tion  There's  a  Co\xt\ty -Cavan  man  for  you. 

As  for  myfelf,  I  2m  grown  thirty  years  voufiger, 
by  no  other  method  than  eating,  drinkin;;,  a.wd 
breathing  freely  in  this  Elyftum  of  tiie  univeife. 
Happy  will  it  be  for  you  (if  I  misjudge  not,  and 
very  feldom  I  do,  as  you  yourfelf  can  witnefs,  ii  ho 
have  known  me  above  fixteen  years,  and  I  believe 
a  little  more,  if  my  memory  fails  me  not,  as  I 
have  no  reafon  to  think  it  does  \  for  I  do  not  find 
it  in^  the  leaft  impaired)  to  convey  yourfelf  into 
the  fineft  apartment  of  our  Elfium^  1  mean  to 
Cafile  Hamilton^  where  you  will  find  a  moft  hearty 
welcome,  and  all  the  delights  this  world  can  give 
-—But  you  muft  take  me  along  with  you,  

Nothing  could  give  me  greater  pleafure  than  to 
hear  that  your  innocent  fubje£ls  of  the  Kevin  Bayl  * 
efcaped  the  gallows,  in  fpite  Bettifworth  f  and  all 

his  add  hay  rents  If  he  were  to  make  them  a 

holiday,  it  fhould  make  one  for  me  and  my  boys 
likewiTe. 

Sunday  we  had  a  very  hard  froft — Yeflerdav 
morning  fair — The   afternoon,   all  night,  and 

this  morning  to  ten,  was  rain  Now  fair  again, 

but  lowring. 

*  Dr.  S^lft  nfed  to  call  the  people  who  lived  in  the 
liberty  of  St.~Patrick\  his  fubjetts  :  and  without  difpute 
they  would  have  fought  up  to  their  knees  in  blood  for 
him. 

f  The  right  fpeiling  of  this  name  is  Betfefvjorthy 
conllantly  pronounced  as  a  word  of  two  fyliables,  until 
fome  poems  had  come  out  againft  him,  and  then  Mr. 
Bettefvjorth  -iffedled  to  pronounce  it  as  three  fyllables,  to 
which  this  fpeiling  by  Dr.  Sheridan  alludes. 

Wc 
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We  are  juft  now  going  to  dinner  at  captaiil 
Perron's^  where  your  health  is  never  omitted,  both 

as  Dean  and  Drapier  J  forgot  to  tell  you  that 

there  is  a  Drapier's  Club  fixt  in  Cavan  of  about 
thirty  good  lighting  fellows  ;  from  whence  I  re-* 
mark  you  have  the  heart  of  Ireland.    Vid.  Grier- 

Jons  new  map.  There  is  another  Cavan-Bayl 

f«r  you. 

1  have  no  more  to  trouble  you  with,  but  my 
good  wiflies  for  your  long  health  and  happinefs* 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fer- 
vant,  i 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 

If  you  go  out  of  town  before  T  return,  leave  the 
key  of  your  ftrong  box  with  Jane  J,  that  I 
may  put  my  money  among  yours. 

LETTER  LXII. 
Mrs.  DoNNELLAN  to  Dr.  Swift*. 

SIR,  London,  January  19,  1734-5* 

M  Y  brother  tells  me  you  are  fo  good  to  en- 
quire after  me,  and  to  fpeak  in  a  very  kind  manner 
of  me,  which  as  it  gives  me  the  greate(t  pleafure^ 
fo  it  raifes  in  me  the  higheft  gratitude.  I  find  I 
have  a  great  advantage  in  being  very  inconfider- 
able  ;  I  dare  believe  people  fmcere  when  they  pro- 
fefs  themfelves  my  friends  ;  I  confider  I  am  not  a 
wit,  a  beauty,  nor  a  fortune  ;  then  why  fhould  I 
be  flattered  ;  I  have  but  two  or  three  qualities  that 
1  value  myfelf  upon,  and  thofe  are  fo  much  out  of 


X  Dr.  Sivi/t's  cook-maid, 
3^ 


fafhion, 
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fafhion,  that  I  make  no  parade  of  them  :  I  arri 
very  fincerc,  I  endeavour  to  be  g  ateful,  and  I 
have  juft  fenfe  enough  to  difcern  fupeiior  merit, 
and  to  be  delio;hted  with  the  leaft  approbation  fiom 
it.    My  brother,  fome  time  ago,  gave  me  hopes 
of  receiving  a  letter  from  you,  but  he  no^v  tells 
me  your  ill  ftate  of  health  has  m  ide  writing  un- 
eafy  to  you.    I  grieve  much  at  my  lofs,  bat  more 
at  the  occafion  of  it ;  and  I  write  now  o  )ly  to  re- 
turn my  beft  thanks  for  your  good  opinion  and 
defigns,  not  to  lolicit  new  favours,  or  give  you 
the  trouble  of  anfwering  this.    I  hope  next  Sum^ 
mer  to  be  in  Ireland^  where  I  ftiall  expe£t  to  re- 
ceive your  anfwer  in  perfon,  when  the  fun  with 
its  ufual  bleffinj;s  fhall  give  us  this  additional  one 
of  reftoring  you  to  that  ftate  of  health  that  all 
thofe  who  have  the  happinefs  of  knowing  you,  ei- 
ther as  a  friend  and  companion,  or  lover  of  your" 
country,  muft  with  the  greateft  earneftnefs  delire. 
You  will  laugh  perhaps,  fir,  at  my  faying  J  hope 
to  fee  Ireland  this  year ;  indeed  the  generality  of 
our  country  folks  who  fpend  a  little  time  here, 
and  get  into  any  tolerable  acquaintance,  feem  t» 
forget  they  have  any  other  country,  till  a  knavifh 
receiver  or  their  breaking  tenants  put  them  in 
mind  of  it ;  but  I  aflure  you  I  have  fo  little  of  the 
fine  lady  in  me,  that  I  prefer  a  fociable  evening  in: 
Dublin  to  all  the  diverfrons  of  London^  and  the 
converfation  of  an  ingenious  friend,  though  in  a 
black  gov/n,  to  all  the  powdered  toupees  at  Stm 
Jameses,  What  has  kept  me  feven  years  in  London^ 
is  the  duty  I  owe  a  very  good  mother,  of  giving 
her  my  company  fince  fhe  defires  it,  and  the  con- 
veniency  I  enjoy  with  her  of  a  houfe,  coach,  and 
fervants,  at  my  command.    I  fuppofe,  fir,  you 
know  that  Mrs.  Pendarves  has  been  for  fome  time 

at 
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at  Ghcefter:  (he  has  preferred  a  pious  vifit  to  a  fick 
mother  in  a  dull  country- town  to  London  in  its 
gayeft  diaib  ;  Ihe  tells  me  (he  defigns  next  month 
to  return  to  us  ;  the  only  uneafmefs  I  fhali  have  in 
leaving  London  is  the  parting  v/ith  fo  valuable  and 
tender  a  friend  ;  but  as  the  promifes  me,  that  if 
I  flay  in  Ireland  fhe  will  make  it  another  vific,  I 
think)  for  the  good  of  my  country,  I  muft  leave 
her.  But  whilft  I  am  indulging  myfelf  in  telling 
you  my  thoughts  and  defigns,  1  Ihould  confider  1 
am  perhaps  making  you  a  troublefome  or  unfea- 
fonable  vifit ;  if  fo,  ufe  me  as  all  impertinent 
thini^rs  fhould  be  ufed  ;  \ake  no  notice  of  me  :  all 
I  defigned  in  writing  to  you,  was  to  let  you  know 
the  high  fenfe  I  have  of  all  your  favours,  and  that 
I  am,  with  the  greateft  gratitude  and  eiteem,  Sir, 
your  moft  obliged  obedient  humble  fervanr, 

H.  DONNELLAN. 

I  beg  you  will  be  fo  good  to  give  my  beft 
wifties  and  fervices  to  Dr.  Delany  and  Dr. 
Heljham. 
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LETTER  LXIII. 
From  fome  unknown  Gentleman  to  Dr.  Swift*. 

REV.  SIR,  Jan.  21,  1734-5. 

T  HIS  letter  is  not  to  return  you  country  thanks 
for  your  royal  bounty  to  the  army  of  ParnaJJits. 
Every  body  knows  that  Louts  the  14th  built  and 
endowed  the  nobleft  foundation  in  the  world  for 
his  invalids ;  we  in  imitation  have  our  Greemvichy 
Chelfea^  and  Killmainham\  and  ^twas  but  fit  that 
the  king  of  poets  fhould  provide  for  his  jingling 
fubjefts,  that  are  fo  maimed  and  wounded  in  re- 
putation, they  have  no  other  way  of  fubfiftencef . 
The  occafion  of  this  is  as  follows  :  This  evening 
two  learned  gentlemen  (for  aught  I  know)  laid  a 
vi^ager  on  the  matter  following,  and  referred  it  to 
you  to  decide ;  vi%.  Whether  Homer  or  Tacitus 
deferves  moft  praife  on  the  following  account ; 
Homer  makes  Helen  give  a  charadler  of  the  men  of 
gallantry  and  courage  upon  the  wall ;  but,  as  if 
it  were  not  a  fine  lady's  province  to  defcribe  wif- 
dom  in  UlyJfeSy  the  hero  of  his  fecond  poem,  he 
makes  Anterior^  the  w^ifeft  of  all  Troy^  interrupt 
her.  The  pafiage  in  Tacitus  is  as  follows,  vi%. 
On  this  year  died  Junia^  beinij  the  fixtieth  after 
the  Philippi  battle,  wife  to  CoJJius^  fifter  to  Brutusy 
niece  to  Cato^  the  images  of  twenty  houfes  were 
carried  before  her,  fffr.  Sed  prafulgebant  Brutus 
&  CaJJius^  eo  ipfo  quod  imagines  eorum  non  vifebantur. 

*  This  letter  is  endorfed,  Whimjicaly  and  little  in  it, 
'\  The  writer  feems  to  allude  to  Snji;ifi^s  then  defigned 
hoipital  for  idiots  and  lunaticks. 

Vol.  V.  T  Thefe 
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Thefc  gentlemen  beg  they  may  not  have  apart- 
rnents  afligned  them  in  your  obfervatory.  Your 
xnoft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

T.  L.  P. 

Be  pleafed  to  direft  To  the  Reverend  Mx,  Birch 
at  Rofcrea. 


LETTER  LXIV. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dn  Swift. 

Feb.  25,  1734-5. 

Fy  brew  Harry  >5,  i734-5t 
RAVE  E'ER  END  DAY  ANN, 

YE  fan  fee  they  Rake  order  is  a  deel  a  tory 
jant  ill  man,  bee  caufe  he  mite  heave  fcent  his  o 
pin  eye  on  beef  o'er  this.  Yev/  no  eye  heave  fum 
mow  knee  too  pea  mifs  teer  Hen  a  wry,  Ann 
damn  inn  hay  eaft  tub  ring  Matt  Eyrs  twack  on 
clue  fhun.  Eye  maid  a  nap  point  meant  two  Bee 
at  they  Dean  a  v^ry  tun  eye't,  butt  am  pray  vent 
head  buy  a  ten  ant  in  Jew  red  buy  Ann  at  Urn  I, 
buy  home  eye  muft  and.  -Eye  am  ewer  mow  ftob 
ay  dy  ant  Ann  dumb  bell  ferve  aunt, 


Tom  afs  She  rid  Ann. 
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LETTER  LXV. 
Mrs.  Pratt  to  Dr.  Swift, 

SIR,  London,  April  4,  I735# 

I  THINK  you  know  me  fuiEcIently  not  to 
doubt  of  a  letter  any  way  coming  from  you  being 
acceptable  ;  therefore  any  omiffion  but  that  cannot 
fail  of  an  excufe  from  me,  whofe  friendfliip  is  plea- 
fingly  gratified  by  the  honour  of  having  it  returned 
from  one  of  your  dillinguifhing  talents  and  merit, 
whofe  life  I  wifli  to  preferve,  but  wifti  more  to 
make  it  agreeable  to  you  by  the  full  enjoyment  of 
health,  friends,  fortune,  and  fituation  ;  and  my 
next  defire  fhould  be,  that  I  had  a  power  to  con- 
tribute to  your  attainment  of  any  of  thefe  com- 
forts. 

Your  kind  enquiries  in  relation  to  myfelf,  only 
juftify  taking  up  your  time  with  fo  infignificant  a 
fubje£l,  which  I  fhall  be  particular  upon  merely  in 
obedience  to  your  commands. 

I  have  no  obligations  to  the  Courts  nor  am  likely 
to  have  any  ;  I  have  to  my  Lord  Shelburne^  whofe 
houfe  in  London  is  my  fettled  habitation  ;  though 
I  am  afraid  two  years  will  put  an  end  to  my  good 
fortune,  the  leafe  of  the  houfe,  which  is  an  old 
one,  being  then  expired ;  and  fo  perhaps  may  be 
that  of  my  life,  which  I  have  been  long  tired  of. 
Added  to  my  lord  Shelburne*^  favours,  I  have  great 
and  many,  more  than  I  can  exprefs  here,  to  the 
duchefs  of  Buckingham^  whofe  table  is  myconftant 
one,  and  her  coach  much  oftener  mine  than  I  afk 
for  it ;  befides,  fetching  me  every  day,  and  bring- 
ing me  home,  makes  me  ftiare  in  public  amufe- 
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ments  without  cxpence;  and  in  Summer  the  variety 
of  change  of  air,  which  her  ftation  impowers  her 
to  take,  and  rnore  her  inclination,  to  impart  to 
her  friends  the  benefit  of,  who  cannot  fail  of  being 
fo  to  her,  if  they  have  merit  enough  to  be  capable 
of  being  obliged  by  the  moft  agreeable  fincere  man- 
ner to  engage  approbation  and  gratitude :  then  I 
hope  you  think  I  have  enough  to  do  juftice,  both 
in  my  thoughts  and  ailions,  to  one  fo  worthy  of 
it,  I  am.  Sir,  your  fincerely  obliged  and  affec- 
tionate humble  fervant, 

H,  PRATT^ 


LETTER  LXVI. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift. 

D  E  A  R  S  I  R,  April  5th,  1735. 

A  MONG  all  the  reft  of  Mrs.  Sheridan's  dia- 
hoiical  proceedings,  Ihe  is  at  this  juncture  carry- 
ino;  on  an  intrio-ue  of  marriag-e  between  her  dauo-h- 

^er  and  a  finical  thorough  fop  *  *  *  * 

*  *  *  *  For  Heaven's  fake,  as  you  have  been  my 
beft  friend,  talk  to  the  monfter  upon  this  occafion 
(for  it  is  the  town  talk)  flie  w^ill  not  know  how 
you  came  to  know  it ;  and  among  other  queftions 
defire  her  to  produce  her  daughter's  work  for  thefe 
two  years  paft,  and  you  will  find  not  the  fourth 
part  of  a  poor  fpider's  day  labour.  This  I  have 
been  from  time  to  time  preffing  for  to  no  purpofe, 
becaufe  prevented  out  of  fpight  to  me  ;  yet  every 

]y  h  in  town  are  advocates  againft  me,  as  I 

^apnot  drink  mountain,  fnivel,  complain,  and  out- 
lie  the  father  of  lies.  I  beg  you  will  only  obfervq 
}ier  damnable  hypocriti^^al  countenance  when  you 

charge 
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charge  her  with  this,  and  if  you  do  not  fee  it  tranf- 
formed  into  a  malk  ih  one  inftant,  I  will  forfeit 
all  title  to  your  friendfhip.  Thus  have  I  been 
linked  to  the  Devil  for  twenty-four  years,  with  a 
coal  in  my  heart,  which  was  kindled  in  the  firft 
week  I  married  her,  and  could  never  by  al!  my  in- 
duftry  be  extinguifced  fmce.  For  this  caufe  I  have 
often  been  charged  with  peeviihnefs  and  abfence 
among  my  beft  friends.  When  my  foul  was  un- 
eafy,  every  little  thing  hurt  it,  and  therefore  I 
could  not  h^lp  fuch  wrong  behaviour.  You  were 
the  only  one  who  had  an  indulgence  for  me.  And 
now  I  earneflly  afk  this  laft  friendftiip;  (fori  fliall 
be  afliamed  to  afk  any  more)  that  you  will  inter- 
pofe  your  authority  to  prevent  what  may  prove  a 
greater  afflidion,  if  po/iible,  than  my  marriage. 

Mrs.  was  fo  charitable  as  to  give  me  a  hint 

of  this  afFair,  and  at  the  fame  time  her  advice  to 
hurry  away  that  girl  as  foon  as  I  poffibly  could.  I 
did  not  know  what  method  to  take  before  this  in- 
ftant  that  Mrs.  Perott  has  invited  my  two  eldeft 
daughters  to  her  houfe  till  fuch  time  as  I  may  be 
fettled  at  Cavan,  She  is  a  lady  the  beft  houfewlfe 
in  Ireland^  and  of  the  beft  temper  I  ever  knew. 
Her  daughters  are  formed  by  her  example,  fo  that 
it  is  impoflible  to  place  them  where  they  will  have 
a  better  opportunity  of  learning  what  may  be  here- 
after of  real  advantage  to  them.  Dear  fir,  I  (hall 
impatiently  wait  your  advice  ;  for  my  alFairs  here 
require  a  longer  attendance  than  I  expefted.  You 
will  be  fo  good  as  to  let  me  know  from  Mr.  Lingen 
whether  the  Duke  of  Dorfet's  letter  be  come  in  an- 
fwer  to  the  lords  iuftices,  that  I  may  hurrv  to  Dub- 
iin  ;  for  people  are  here  impatient  at  having  their 
children  fo  long  idle.  I  am  apt  to  believe  that  if 
you  put  this  matter  in  what  light  you  think  proi 
per  to  the  lord  chancellor,  he  will  not  ixifift  upon  a 

T  3  pun6lilio. 
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pun9:iIIo,  which  may  prove  a  great  lofs  to  me. 
The  bifhop  of  Killmore  can  produce  a  letter  I  think 
fufEcient  to  juftify  their  excellencies  the  lords 
juftices  in  granting  us  patents. 

I  wifh  you  long  health  and  happinefs,  and  fliall^ 
dear  fir,  ever  have  a  grateful  fenfe  of  your  friend- 
Ihip,  and  be  with  all  refpedt,  your  moll  obedient 
and  very  humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 

LETTER  LXVIL 
Alderman  Barber  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SI R>  Qucen-fquare,  April  22,  1735. 

I  T  was  with  great  pleafure  I  had  the  favour  of 
your  moft  obliging  letter  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ri- 
chardfon^  agent  to  the  Irijh  fociety ;  for  as  I  am 
always  proud  to  receive  your  commands,  he  may 
depend  upon  any  fervice  I  can  do  him  that  is  in  my 
power  :  when  I  fay  this,  I  make  you  no  great 
compliment ;  for  as  that  gentleman's  merit  has 
raifed  him  to  the  poll  he  now  enjoys  under  the  fo- 
ciety, it  is  hardly  to  be  doubted  but  that  his  inte- 
grity, and  good  conduit  for  the  future,  will  eafily 
preferve  his  intereft  in  that  body. 

I  am  veryforry  to  hear  that  your  old  complaints 
from  your  head  continue ;  and  the  more  fo,  be- 
caufe  they  have  deprived  your  friends  here  of  the 
great  pleafure  and  fatisfa£tion  of  feeing  you  among 
them,  which  is  a  fenfible  mortification  to  them  in- 
deed ;  but  I  am  very  much  pleafed  with  the  ac- 
count you  give  of  your  way  of  living,  becaufe  I 
am  a  living  inftance  how  the  ceconomy  you  are 
under  muft  necelTarily  preferve  your  life  many 
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years.  I  have  the  gout  fometimes,  the  afthma 
very  much,  and  of  late  frequent  pains  in  my 
bowels  ;  and  yet,  by  keeping  in  a  conftant  regular 
Way,  I  battle  them  all,  and  am  in  much  better 
health  than  I  was  twelve  years  ago,  when  four  top 
phyficians  pronounced  me  a  dead  man,  and  fent 
me  abroad  to  die.  I  ride  when  I  can,  but  not  in 
winter ;  for  the  fogs  and  mifts,  and  cold  weather^ 
murder  me.  I  drink  a  pint  of  claret  at  dinner 
(none  at  night)  and  have  a  good  ftomach,  with  a 
bad  digeftion  :  but  I  have  good  fpirits,  and  am 
cheerful,  I  thank  God. 

I  beg  pardon  for  entertaining  you  fo  long  with 
my  infirmities,  which  I  would  humbly  apply. 
That  if  my  being  regular,  with  fo  many  diftem-- 
pers,  preferves  me  to  almoft  a  miracle,  what  muft 
the  fame  method  produce  in  you  ? 

About  ten  days  ago  I  faw  Mr.  Pope^  who  is  very 
well  :  fo  is  the  lord  of  Dawley^. 

It  is  a  melancholy  refledion  you  make,  how 
many  friends  you  have  loft  fince  good  queen  Anne^s 
time.  Many  indeed  !  for  there  are  very  few  left. 
The  lofs  of  a  friend  is  the  lofs  of  a  limb,  not  to  be 
reftored.  Poor  lady  Majham  among  the  reft.  Our 
friend  the  Dr.  f  I  am  afraid  did  not  take  the  care 
he  ought  to  have  done.  I  am  told  he  was  a  great 
epicure,  and  denied  himfelf  nothing.  Poffibly  he 
might  think  the  play  not  worth  the  candle.  You 
may  remember  Dr.  Garth  faid  he  was  glad  when  he 
was  dying;  for  he  was  weary  of  having  his  {hoe$ 
pulled  oft' and  on.  As  for  my  part,  I  am  refolved 
to  make  the  remains  of  my  life  as  eafy  as  I  can, 
and  fubmit  myfelf  entirely  to  the  will  of  God. 

You  will  give  me  leave.  Sir,  juft  to  congratu- 
late you  on  your  publick  fpirit  (and  for  which  all 


Bolinglroke.  \  ArbuthnctK 
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mankind  applaud  you)  in  ereding  an  hofpltal  fof 
the  unhappy.  It  is  truly  worthy  of  your  great  foul, 
and  for  which  the  prefent  and  the  future  age  muft 
honour  and  revere  your  memory!  I  dare  fay  no 
more  on  this  head  for  fear  of  offending. 

That  God  Almighty  would  pleafe  to  reftore 
your  health,  and  preferve  you  many  years  for  the 
good  of  mankind,  is  the  hearty  prayer  of,  Sir, 
your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

,  JOHN  BARBER. 

My  fervice  to  Dr.  Delany, 


LETTER  LXVIIL 
Mrs.  Pratt  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  London,  April  za,  I735« 

I  WROTE  in  fuch  hafte  that  I  forgot  to 
make  my  lady  Savile^s  acknowledgments,  which 
before  (he  left  this,  flie  engaged  me  to  do  in  a  par- 
ticular manner  from  her,  by  affuring  you  that  flic 
is  your  obliged  humble  fervant,  and  wiflies  you 
all  happinefs,  as  many  more  do  amongft  your 
friends  here.  Her  number  of  children  is  three, 
two  girls  and  a  boy  j  who,  thank  God,  feem 
prom  i  fin  g. 

My  lord  Shelburne^  who  is  juft  come  to  town 
for  two  or  three  days,  defires  his  fincere  compli- 
ments to  you,  invites  you  next  June  to  an  empty 
town  houfe,  and  wrflies  that  accommodation  of 
removing  you  from  the  inconveniencies  of  a  lodg- 
ing, may  tempt  you  to  'a  change  of  air,  and  to 
come  amongft  your  friends.    I  wilh  I  could  tempt 

yott 
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you  to  come  hither,  as  I  long  to  have  the  pleafure 
of  afliiring  you  in  perlbn,  how  fmcerely  I  am.  Sir, 
your  ever  obliged  and  moil  faithful  humble  fer- 
vant, 

H.  PRATT. 
LETTER  LXIX. 

Mrs.  DONNELLAN  to  Dr.  Sw^itT. 
SIR,  May  lo,  1735* 

I  SHOULD  before  this  have  returned  you 
thanks  for  the  favour  of  your  letter,  but  that  I 
feared  too  quick  a  correfpondence  might  be  trou- 
blefome  to  you.  When  I  receive  a  very  great  ho- 
nour and  favour,  I  think  it  ungenerous  immedi- 
ately to  fue  for  another,  though  I  have  the  higheft 
fenfe  of  the  obligation. 

You  fay  you  w^ant  me  to  aflert  your  right  over 
our  fex ;  and  your  letter  is  fo  powerful  a  bribe, 
that  I  fear  I  fhall  give  them  up  to  you,  though  I 
am  a  great  aflerter  of  their  rights  and  privileges. 
As  to  the  employments  you  aflign  me,  I  readily 
undertake  them  all,  though  I  know  myfelf  very 
iinlic  for  fome  of  them  ;  but  1  have  fuch  high  ex- 
amples on  my  fide,  that  I  am  not  at  all  aftiamed 
of  pretending  to  more  than  I  can  do.  I  think  I 
can  be  a  very  good  nurfe ;  you  ftiall  teach  me  to 
be  your  companion  ;  and,  for  a  houfekeeper,  I 
will  afTure  you  I  knov/  to  a  farthing  the  loweft 
price  of  every  thing,  though  I  am  ever  fo  ignorant 
of  the  matter. 

Mrs.,  Pendarves  h^Lth^  as  you  fay,  forfaken  us: 
by  my  lord  Lawnfdowns  death,  her  brother  Mr. 
Granville  is  become  pofl'eft  of  eight  hundred  pound 

a  year, 


i,  y6ar,  and  twenty  thoufand  pound  in  money  y 
which  was  fo  fettled  that  my  lord  Lanjdown  could 
not  touch  it.  Mr.  Granville  is  a  man  of  great 
worth,  and  a  very  kind  brother,  and  has  it  now 
in  his  power  to  provide  for  their  fifter  mifs  Gran^ 
ville^  whom  Mrs.  Pendarves  is  extremely  fond  of : 
this  you  may  imagine  has  been  a  cordial  to  her  for 
lord  Lanfdowris  death,  though  ftie  had  a  great  re- 
gard for  him.  I  tell  her  when  fhe  has  married  and 
fettled  her  brother  and  fifter,  if  (he  does  not  fettle 
herfelf,  fhe  muft  think  of  her  friends  in  Ireland  i 
and  ftie  promifes  me  (he  wilL 

It  is  fo  much  my  intereft.  Sir,  to  believe  you 
fincere,  that  I  will  not  doubt  it :  I  will  rather 
think  you  want  judgment  (which  is  very  hard  for 
me  to  do)  or  why  fhould  not  I  (which  is  ftill  more 
pleafmg)  believe  I  have  really  thofe  good  qualities 
you  afcribe  to  me  ?  It  will  only  make  me  vain  ; 
and  who  can  be  humble  when  praifed  by  you  ? 

I  think  your  indignation  againfl:  our  abfenters 
Very  juft,  though  fome  of  my  family  fufFer  by  it ; 
but  we  are  refolved  to  be  no  longer  of  the  number, 
fcnd  propofe  leaving  London  this  month.  Poor  Mrs. 
Barb&r  has  been  confined  with  the  gout  thefe  three 
months  \  and  I  fear  we  (hall  leave  her  fo  :  her 
poems  are  generally  greatly  liked :  there  are,  in- 
deed, a  few  fevere  critics  (who  think  that  judg- 
ment  is  only  fliewn  in  finding  faults)  that  fay  they 
are  not  poetic  ;  and  a  few  fine  ladies,  who  are  not 
commended  in  them,  that  complain  they  are  dull. 

I  am  very  forry  Dr.  Delany  has  given  up  his 
houfe  in  Dublin  \  for  one  cannot,  as  often  as  one 
may  wifh  it,  command  time  and  a  coach  to  vifit 
him  at  Delville.  I  hope  though  to  be  admitted 
into  the  new  apartment,  and  to  have  the  happi- 
nefs  of  meeting  you  there. 

My 
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My  brother  is  highly  honoured  in  the  chara£ler 
you  give  him,  which,  though  he  is  my  brother,  I 
muft  fay  I  think  a  very  juft  one  :  he  will  deliver 
you  this  letter,  and  with  it  my  beft  thanks  for  all 
your  favours  ;  being,  Sir,  with  the  higheft  grati- 
tude, your  moft  obliged  obedient  fervant, 

H.  DONNELLAN. 

My  beft  refpefls  attend  Dr.  Delany^  and  Dr. 
Heljham. 

LETTER  LXX. 
Mrs.  Pendarves  to  Dr.  Swift, 

SIR,  May  i6,  1735. 

^V^OU  have  never  yet  put  it  in  my  power  to 
accufe  you  of  want  of  civility  ;  for  fmce  my  ac- 
quaintance with  you,  you  have  always  paid  me 
more  than  I  expe£led  :  but  I  may  fometimes  tax 
you  with  want  of  kindn^fs  ;  which,  to  tell  you. 
the  truth,  I  did  for  a  month  at  leaft.  At  laft  I 
was  informed  your  not  writing  to  me  was  occa- 
fioned  by  your  ill  ftate  of  health  ;  that  changed 
my  difcontent,  but  did  not  leflen  it;  and  I  have 
not  yet  quite  determined  it  in  my  mind,  whether 
I  would  have  you  fick  or  negligent  of  me  :  they 
are  both  great  evils,  and  hard  to  chufe  out  of :  I 
heartily  wifti  neither  may  happen.  You  call  your- 
felf  by  a  great  many  ugly  names,  which  I  take  ill ; 
for  1  never  could  bear  to  hear  a  perfon  I  value 
abufed.  I,  for  that  reafon,  muft  defire  you  to  be 
more  upon  your  guard  when  you  fpeak  of  yourfelf 
again  ;   I  much  eafier  forgive  your  calling  me 
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knave  and  fool.  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  for 
the  concern  you  exprefs  for  the  weaknefs  of  my 
eyes  :  they  are  now  very  well.  I  have  had  a  much 
greater  affiiclion  on  my  fpirits,  which  prevented 
my  writing  fooner  to  you.  My  fifter  (the  only 
one  I  have,  and  an  extraordinary  darling)  has  been 
extremely  indifpofed  this  whole  winter.  I  have 
had  all  the  anxiety  imaginable  on  her  account ; 
but  (he  is  now  in  a  better  way,  and  I  hope  paft  all 
danger.  I  would  rather  tell  you  fomewhat  that  is 
pleafant ;  but  how  can  I  ?  I  am  juft  going  to  lofe 
Mrs.  Donjiellan^  and  that  is  enough  to  damp  the 
livelieft  imagination  :  it  is  not  eafy  to  exprefs  what 
one  feels  on  fuch  an  occafion  :  the  lofs  of  an 
agreeable,  fenHble,  ufeful  companion,  gives  a  pain 
at  the  heart  not  to  be  defcribed.  You  happy  Hi^ 
bernians  that  are  to  reap  the  benefit  of  my  diftrefs, 
will  hardly  think  of  any  thing  but  your  own  joy, 
and  not  afford  me  one  grain  of  pity.  Thus  things 
are  carried  in  this  world,  the  rich  forget  the  poor. 
I  am  forry  the  fociable  Thurfdays^  that  ufed  to 
bring  together  fo  many  agreeable  friends  at  Dr. 
Delany%^  are  broke  up  ;  though  Dehille  has  its 
beauties,  it  is  more  out  of  the  way  than  Staf- 
ford'Jireet.  I  believe  you  have  had  a  quiet  win- 
ter in  Dublin ;  not  fo  has  it  been  with  us  in 
London,  Hurr}',  wrangling,  extravagance,  and 
matrimony,  have  reigned  with  great  impetuofity. 
The  news-papers  I  fuppofe  have  mentioned  the 
number  of  great  fortunes  that  are  going  to  be  mar- 
ried. Our  operas  have  given  much  caufe  of  dif- 
fention.  Men  and  women  have  been  deeply  en- 
gaged;  and  no  debate  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
has  been  urged  with  more  warmth  :  the  dlfpute  of 
the  merits  of  the  compofers  and  fingers  is  carried 
to  fo  great  a  height,  that  it  is  much  feared,  by  ail 
true  lovers  of  mufic,   that  operas  will  be  quite 
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overturnod.  I  own,  I  think,  we  make  a  very  filly 
figure  about  it.  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  two 
Latin  lines  in  your  laft  letter :  it  gave  me  a  fair 
pretence  of  fliowing  the  letter  to  have  them  ex- 
plained ;  and  I  have  gained  no  fmall  honour  by 
that.  I  hope.  Sir,  though  you  threaten  me  with 
not  writing,  that  you  will  change  your  mind  :  the 
feafon  of  the  year  will  give  you  fpirits,  and  I  {hall 
be  glad  to  fhare  the  good  effedis  of  them.  I  am^ 
Sir,  your  moft  obliged  humble  fervant, 

M,  PENDARVES. 

When  you  fee  Mrs.  Donnellan^  (he  will  enter- 
tain you  with  a  fecond  edition  of  Faufet^  too 
tedious  for  a  letter.  I  have  made  a  thoufand 
blunders,  which  I  am  aftiamed  of* 


LETTER  LXXI, 
Lady  Betty  Brownlowe  to  Dr.  Sv/ift. 


SIR,  May  19,  1735. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  fend  you  the  ea- 
clofed  letter,  and  the  cover,  as  it  came  to  Mr. 
Brownlowe.  I  hope  your  frugal  correfpondent  hasL 
not,  at  your  expence,  incurred  the  proverb  of  be- 
ing penny  wife,  ^c.  and  thereby  occafioned  your 
being  a  fufFerer  by  any  delay  orbufinefs.  I  ftiould 
beg  pardon  for  not  having  obeyed  your  commands 
in  writing  fooner,  but  that  I  am  the  only  fufferer  by 
it,  by  being  deprived  of  the  fatisfaftion  of  hearing 
of  your  health.  The  extreme  cold  weather  we 
have  had  this  month,  has  made  the  country  much 
lefs  agreeable  than  ufual  at  this  time  of  year;  but 
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this  having  been  a  fine  morning,  I  have  been 
amufed  very  much  to  my  fatisfadlion  v^ith  laying 
out  vi^hat  I  think  a  very  pretty  defign  in  my  gar- 
den. I  like  my  gardener  migh.ily,  and  found 
every  thing  in  his  care  in  perfedi:  good  order ;  but 
the  coldnefs  of  the  feafon  makes  every  thing  very 
backward :  the  cucumbers  are  not  larger  than 
guerkins.  I  beg,  if  you  honour  me  w^ith  a  line, 
you  will  let  me  know  how  both  lady  Achefon  and 
Mrs.  Jchefon  do,  for  I  have  a  fnicere  concern  for 
both  their  welfares.  We  go  next  week  to  make  a 
vifit  to  our  friends  at  Seaford^  where  we  propofe 
flaying  about  a  fortnight.  1  heard  yefterday  you 
had  thoughts  of  going  to  Cajhel:  if  it  were  poflible 
for  me  to  have  the  happinefs  to  be  prefent.ac  yours 
and  the  archbifhop's  converfation,  I  am  certain 
I  fliould  retrieve  my  charafter,  and  that  you  would 
allow  me  to  be  a  good  liftner,  which,  through 
other  people's  faults,  you  do  not  know  ;  for  I  af- 
fure  you  I  have  too  great  a  defire  to  be  informed 
and  improved,  to  occafion  any  interruption  in  your 
converfation,  except  when  I  find  you  purpofely  let 
yourfelf  down  to  fuch  capacities  as  mine,  with  an 
intention,  as  I  fuppofe,  to  give  us  the  pleafure  of 
babbling.  Mr.  Brownlowe  defires  you  will  accept 
x>f  his  compliments  ;  and  I  am.  Sir,  with  great  re- 
fpeft,  your  truly  affectionate  and  obedient  humble 

fervant,  ' 

ELIZABETH  BROWNLOWE. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


LETTER  LXXII. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DRDN  ^  May  26th,  1735. 

E  W  mare  aim  Ember,  a  bout  Ann  our  Ah 
go,  Ire  it  Sum  Ann  glow  Ann  Glee,  I  nim  it  ay 
ftiun  off  Ewers.  Butt  If  here  they  rare  mift  eaks. 
1  few  fine  day  nigh,  Eye  may  Kit  mire  eak  queft 
Tom  end  dumb.  They'll  aid  Eyes  Name  Lee 
Mad  damn  Harry  Son,  White  Whey,  Sigh  Cann 
air  ray  dye  Two  join  new,  Sow  add  Yew  Too 
Ale  even.  Ewer  Mow  Stumble  Add  my  rare 

THOUGH  MASS  SHE  RID  ANN* 

Meath  ay  two  went  he  Sick'ft, 

Wan  thou  Sand  Say  vain  Hun  dread  &c. 

Tooth  ay  Revere  End  Dock  tore  Jo  Nathan 
Dray  Peer,  Gull  Liver,  Inn  They  Dane 
a  wry. 
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LETTER  LXXIII. 
Lord  Oxford  to  Dr.  Swift« 

GOOD  Mr.  DEAN,  Dover- ftrect,  June  19,  1735, 

I  COULD  not  fufFer  Mr.  Jebb  to  pafs  into 
Ireland  without  giving  you  the  trouble  of  reading 
a  few  lines  from  your  humble  fervant,  to  enquire 
how  you  do,  and  to  return  you  many  thanks  for 
your  kind  remembrances  of  me  in  your  letters  to 
my  good  friend  Mr.  Pope.  I  am  much  concerned 
for  the  account  you  give  in  your  late  letter  to  him 
of  the  ftate  of  your  own  health.  I  fliould  think 
that  the  change  of  air,  and  feeing  fome  of  your 
remaining  friends  you  have  left  in  this  ifland, 
would  be  of  fervice  to  you,  at  leaft  to  entertain 
i»nd  amufe  you  :  as  for  any  other  agreeable  view, 
I  cannot  pretend  to  flatter  you  fo  far  as  that  you 
mufl:  expecSl:  any ;  that  is  over,  as  I  believe  you 
know  very  well ;  but  as  I  know  you  to  be  a  trulj 
good-natured  man,  I  hope  you  will  corrie  over ; 
for  I  afTure  you  it  will  be  an  infinite  fatisfadlion 
and  pleafure  to  your  friends  to  embrace  you  bene. 
If  this  motive  will  npt  do,  I  do  not  know  what 
argument  to  make  ufe  of. 

I  troubled  you  laft  year  with  an  account  of  the 
difpofal  of  my  daughter :  it  has  in  every  point 
anfvvered  our  expectations  and  wifties.  I  wa^  in 
hopes  I  fhould  have  been  able  to  give  you  an 
account  that  my  daughter  was  fafely  brought  to- 
bed  :  we  expeft  it  every  day.  My  wife  is  pretty 
well  ;  defires  your  acceptance  of  her  humble  fer- 
vice :  (he,  among  others,  would  be  very  glad  to 
fee  you  here.  My  uncle,  the  auditor,  is  in  a 
very  ill  ftate  of  health  :  I  am  afraid  he  cannot  laft 
^veiy  loag  :  his  fon  has^  this  fpring,  put  to  Ti^eJ}' 
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minjier-fchool  two  fons ;  he  has  three  more  and  a 
daughter.    Mr.  Thomas  Harley  has  had  the  gout; 
but  he  is  better,  and  is  at  his  feat  in  Hereford- 
Jhire,    The  duke  of  Leeds  is  returned  from  his 
travels  a  fine  gentleman,  and  has  imported  non® 
of  the  fopperies  and  fooleries  of  the  countries 
he  has  paft  through.    My  nephew  Robert  Hay 
travelled  with  the  duke,  and  is  come  home  un- 
tainted, but  much  improved  :  he  is  returned  to 
Oxford  to  follow  his  ftudies  :  he  defigns  for  holy- 
orders.    My  two  youngeft  nephews  are  ftill  at 
WcJiminJler-'fchooL    Lord  Dupplin  has  not  yet  got 
an  employment ;  but  lives  upon  hopes  and  pro- 
mifes.  My  filler  lives  in  Yorkjhire  with  her  daugh- 
ters, as-  well  as  fhe  can,  oonfidering  the  times, 
l^c.  l^c.    Now  I  afk  your  pardon,  dear  Sir,  for 
faying  fo  much  of  family  affairs  ;  but  as  you  are  a 
good  ma;n,  and  have  always  wifhed  my  family  * 
well,  I  have  ventured  to  be  thus  impertinent  to 
give  you  the  ftate  of  it.    Matter  Pope  is  pretty 
Well :  he  is  under  perfecution  from  Car/,  who  has^ 
by  foitie  means,  (wicked  ones  moft  certainly)  got 
hold  of  fome  of  Pope's  private  letters,  which  he 
has  printed,  and  threatens  more.    We  are  in  fo 
free  a  ftate,  that  there  is  no  remedy  againft  thefe 
evils. 

It  is  now  time  to  releafe  you  from  this  dull 
paper  :  but  I  muft  aflure  you,  what  I  hope  you 
-  know  already,  that  I  am,  with  true  refpeft  and 
efteem,  Sir,  your  moft  obliged  and  moft  faithful 
humble  fervant^ 

OXFORD, 

Pleafe  to  be  fo  good  as  to  make  my  compli- 
aicntsto  lord  Ornry. 
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LETTER  LXXIV. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Dr.  Sheridan. 

S  I  R,  June,  1735, 

J  SUPPOSE  you  are  now  angle //«^  with 
your  tack  ling  in  a  purr  ling  ftream,  or  pad  ling  and 
fay  lin^  in  a  boat,  or  fad  ling  your  ftum  Ung  horfe 
with  a  Cap  ling  in  your  hands,  and  fnare  ling  at 
your  groom,  or  fet  ling  your  affairs,  or  tick  ling 
your  cat,  or  tat  ling  with  your  neighbour  Price  ; 
not  always  Toy  ling  in  your  fchool.  This  Dryes 
Ung  weather  we  in  Dub  ling  are  glad  of  a  Dump 
iing^  and  Bab  ling  is  our  dare  ling.  Pray  do  not 
look  as  cow  ling  at  me  when  I  come,  but  get  a 
fat  ling  for  my  dinner,  or  go  a  fowl  ling  for  fill 
ling  my  belly.  I  hope  none  of  your  Townsfolks 
are  Bub  ling  you  :  Have  you  a  Bow  Ung  Green  at 
Cavan  ?  I  have  been  ill  of  my  old  Ay  Ung^  and  yet 
you  fee  I  am  now  as  crib  ling.  Can  you  buy  mc 
an  am  ling  Nag  ?  I  am  bat  Ung  for  heafth,  and  juft 
craw  ling  out.  My  Breakfaft  is  cut  Ung  sand 
fugar  to  cure  the  Curd  ling  of  my  blood.  My  new 
Summer  coat  is  cock  Ung  already,  and  I  am  call 
ling  for  my  old  one.  I  am  cob  Ung  my  riding 
ihoes  *  and  cur  Ung  my  riding  periwig.  My  maids 
tens  keep  fuch  a  Cack  ling^  and  Chuck  Ung^  that 
I  fcarce  know  what  I  write.  My  mare  is  juft  foe 
Jing^  for  which  my  Groom  is  grumm  ling  and 
grow  ting^  while  the  other  fervants  are  gob  ling 

*  As  Dr.  S'-wift  was,  on  all  occafions.  fond  of  walking, 
he  always  wore  ftrong  jack  fpatterdaflies,  which  he 
could  flip  off  as  foon  as  he  alighted  from  his  horfe ; 
and,  to  match  thefe  fpatterdafhcs,  he  had  fhoes  llrong-^ 
in  proportion,  to  bear  the  dirt  aad  weather ;  but  he 
never  wore  boots, 
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and  gut  lirig^  and  the  maids  Gigg  Ihg^  and  the 
dogs 'how  Hfig.  My  Bung Taylor  was  tip 
ling  from  morning  to  night.  Do  you  know  Drive 
ling  Doll  with  her  Drab  ling  tail,  and  drag  ling 
petticoat,  and  gog  ling  eyes  ;  always  gag  ling  like 
a  goofe,  and  hob  ling  to  the  ale-houfe,  hand  ling 
a  Mug  and  quarry  ling  and  fquab  ling  with  Por- 
ters, or  row  ling  in  the  kennel  ?  I  bought  her  a 
muzzle  I'.ng  Pinner.  Mr.  Wall  walks  the  ftreets 
with  his  ftrip  ling  boy,  in  his  ftiam  ling  gait,  as 
cufF ling  for  the  wall,  and  juft  ling  all  he  meets.  I 
faw  his  wife  with  her  pop  ling  gown,  Pill  ling 
oranges,  and  pick  ling  cucumbers.  Her  eyes  are 
no  longer  fpark  ting ;  you  may  find  her  twat  ling 
with  the  neighbours,  her  nofe  trick  ling^  and 
fpawl  ling  the  floor,  and  then  fmug//;?^  her  hufband, 
A  Lady  whofe  underftanding  was  fing  ling  me 
but  as  a  Wit  ling  or  rather  a  fuck  ling^  as  if  (he 
were  lick  ling  my  fancy,  tang  ling  -me  with  quef- 
tions,  tell  ling  me  niany  ftories,  her  tongue  toe 
ling  like  a  clapper  ;  fays  fhe,  ah  bid  man's  dare  ling 
is  better  than  a  young  man's  War  ling.  1  liked 
her  d2id  ling  and  plain  deal  ling  :  fhe  was  as  wife 
as  a  goQs  ling  or  a  duck  ling^  yet  Ihe  counted  upon 
gull  ling  and  grave  ling  me.  Her  maid  was  hack 
ling  flax  and  humm  ling  her  mifl:refs,  and  how  ling 
in  the  Irifh  manner :  I  was  fool  ling  and  fiddle  Ifng 
and  fade  ling  an  hour  with  them.  We  hear  Tif- 
dall  is  pufs  ling  the  Curates,  or  mud  ling  in  an 
ale-houfe,  or  muff  ling  his  chops,  or  rump  ling  his 
Band,  or  mum  ling  fongs,  though  he  be  but  a 
mid  ling  verfiFyer  at  beft,  while  his  wife  in  her 
Mac  ling  lace  is  mull  ling  claret,  to  make  her  huf- 
band Maud  ling^  or  mill  ling  chocolate  for  her 
breakfaft,  or  ruft  ling  in  her  filks,  or  net  ling  her 
fpoufe,  or  nurfe  ling  and  fwill  ling  her  grandchil- 
dren and  a  year  ling  calf,  or  oyl  ling  her  pimp  ling 
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faGje,  or  fet  ling  her  head  drefs,  or  ftif  Z/;?^  ^  f---* 
to  a  fizz  //V/g-,  or  boy  ling  fowins  for  flipper,  er 
pew  Z/;?^  for  the  death  of  her  Kit  ling^  or  oyer  rue 
ling  the  poor  Do£lor.  As  to  Madame  votre  femme, 
I  find  foe  has  been  coup  lin^^  her  daughters  ;  I  wifli 
£he  were  to  live  upon  a  Cod  lif^g  or  a  Chit  or  ling. 
She  has  as  mile  ling  countenance,  which  is  yet 
better  than  as  well  ling  belly  :  I  wifo  foe  were  to 
go  a  bull  ling  and  begin  with  a  bill  ling^  and  then 
go  to  hick  li72g»    She  hath  been  long  as  cram  ling 
for  power,  and  would  fain  be  a  fond  ling^  and  de- 
lights in  a  Fop  ling,  when  ihe  foould  be  fur  ling 
her  fails,  and  fill  lirjg  her  belly,  or  game  ling  about 
Cavan,  or  Gall  ling  her  company.    Why  do  not 
you  fet  her  a  truck  li^ttg  with  a  vengeance,  and  ufe 
her  like  an  under  ling,  and  flop  her  ray  ling,  rat 
ling  rang  ling  behaviour  ?  I  'syould  cure  her  ram 
ling  and  rum  ling -y  but,  you  are  fpy  ling  all,  by 
rig  ling  into  her  favour,  and  are  afraid  of  rufF  lif^ 
her.  I  hear  you  are  feJJ  ling  your  timber  at  Quilca : 
you  love  to  have  ^  foe  ling  of  money,  which  is  ^ 
grove  ling  temper  in  you,  and  you  ^re  for  i\ioy9 
ling  it  up  like  a  Lord  ling^  or  rather  lil^e  a  Star 
li?ig,    J  jfuppofe  novv  you  are  yail  ling  your  bonnet 
to  every  Squire.    1  wifo  you  would  grovy^  a  w^orld 
Ung,  and  not  be  ftrow  ling  abroad,  nor  always 
fhake  ling  yourfelf  at  home.    Can  I  have  ftable 
ling  with  you  for  my  horfe  ?  Pray  keep  plain  whole- 
fpme  table  ling  for  your  boys,  and  employ  your 
ixiaids  in  tcaz  ling  cloth  and  reel  ling  yarn,  and 
unravle  ling  thread  without  ftay  ling  iu    Set  the 
boys  a  race  ling  for  diverfion  ;  fet  the  fcullion 
rid  ling  the  cinders  without  rife  ling  them.  Get 
fome  fcrub  to  teach  the  young  boys  their  fpeil  Itngp 
and  the  cow-boy  to  draw  fmal)  beer  without  fpiJl 
ling  or  pall  line  it :  ba,ve  no  more  pifs  to*  ling  lads  : 
Employ  yourfelf  in  nay  ling  your  broken  ftools^. 
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Whip  all  the  libel  Ung  rogues  who  are  loll  ling  out 
their  tongues,  and  kind  ling  quarrels,  and  rave  eye 
ling  their  fchool- fellows,  and  ftick  ling  with  their 
feniors,  and  fnufF  Ung  in  a  Jeer,  and  fcraw  ling 
on  the  fchool  walls,  and  fcut  ling  to  the  pye-houfe, 
and  yawl  ling  and  yell  Ung  to  frighten  little  chil- 
dren, and  fowl  Ung  the  houfe  for  mifchief  fake, 
and  grape  Ung  with  the  girls.  Pray  take  care  of 
fpy  li)ig  your  younger  daughters,  or  fty  ling  th&m 
Pets  *. 

LETTER  LXXV. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift; 

Ah  Mifs  cell  a  knee. 

DEAR   SIR,  Cavan,  June  23,  1735. 

J  RECEIVED  your  letter  with  the  formi- 
dable account  of  your  Lings^  no  lefs  than  160  in 
afli  hole,  enough  to  bear  down  awe  hale.  What 
a  Change  Ling  was  I  to  prove  oak  yew  by  Grove 
Ling  in  the  dark  as  I  did  ?  I  ftiould  rather  have 
minded  the  Cop  Ling  of  Timber  for  an  old  houfe, 
which  I  am  two  reap  air.  1  am  now  dale  Ling 
with  a  March  aunt  for  boards,  a  Droll  Ling  Logg 
or  he  add.  His  nay  mifs  ^Co;  ter^  It  hinc.  Buy 
thefe  aim  to  ken  his  toll  a  fat  Ling  lamb  from 
our  Butt  chair.  This  fent  hence  I  feris  ad  I  fi 
culti  an  dume  me  quit  o  ut  buy  awl  it  ell  ftudij. 

•  The  term  Pet,  which  is  a  contradion  of  the  French 
Petite,  fignifies  a  favourite,  it  is  here  marked  with  a 
note  of  reprobation. 
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Now  fora  new  c  fi  fiyle.  'Eu  vcc    Ivca  fuf  f^riuiv  cc^  rs 

ftand 

Dye  a  blefs  Inn  Fern  ale,  bee  caufe  French, 

eye 

A  very  good  name  for  fue  chaw  help  meet. 

Mice  cool  encreafes,  and  wood  fafter,  butt  that 
Eye  will  not  a  bait  of  my  rates*  Eye  heave 
Ralph  ufed  a  bove  as  core  all  ray  dye.  I  do  not 
yet  hear  of  Matter  Lt/c^js  from  tlajile  Shane^  for 
whom  I  have  agreed,  and  have  kept  a  room.  If 
you  fee  Dr.  CoghlU^  perhaps  he  may  refolve  you 
what  I  have  to  depend  upon,  that  1  may  not  re- 
fufe  another  in  his  place.  I  wifh  with  all  my  foul 
you  were  here  before  my  chickens  and  ducks  out- 
grow the  proper  feafon  y  as  for  the  geefe,  they 
have  ceafed  to  be  green,  and  are  now  old  erjough 
to  fee  the  world,  which  they  do  as  far  as  our 
river  will  let  them  fayle  commodioufly. 

Our  mutton  is  the  beft  I  ever  tafted,  fo  is  our 
^beef,  our  trouts,  our  pheafants,  particularly  the 
eels.  Dear  fir,  I  am  almoft  perluaded  that  the 
journey  hither  will  not  only  remove  your  diforder, 
but  the  good  air  will  alio  get  you  a  ftomach, 
and  of  confequence  new  flefh,  and  good  health. 
Your  little  flarts  to  the  country  from  Dublin^  only 
make  your  lungs  play  quicker,  to  draw  in  more 
of  your  city  poifon  ;  whereas  being  here  with  me 
in  the  midft  of  Arabia  Felixy  you  draw  in  nothing 
but  balfamick  aromatick  air,  the  meaneft  odour  of 
which  is  that  of  our  bean  bloflbm  and  lily  of 
the  valley.  Every  one  fwears  who  looks  on  my 
face,  that  I  am  grown  already  ten  years  younger, 
and  this  I  am  almoft  perfuaded  to  believe,  becaufe 
J  labour  more  than  ever,  drink  lefs,  fee  fewer 
company,  and  have  abundantly  more  fpirits.  Mrs. 
Sheriilan  began  her  athletic  gambols  by  cuffing  and 
kicking  one  of  the  maids  j  for  which  I  gave  the 
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wench  money  before  her  millrefs,  with  inftruc- 
tions  to  kick  and  cuff  again  ;  which  had  the 
effedl  intended.    We  have  been  quiet  ever  fiiice. 

I  have  almoft  finiflied  a  walk  of  half  a  mile  for 
you,  and  now  it  is  ready  for  a  coat  of  coarfe  gra- 
vel ;  for  I  cannot  afford  a  rolling-flone  ;  fo  that 
my  garden  walks  will  require  a  ftrong  pair  of 
Genrian  fhoes.  To  my  great  grief  I  hear  that  my 
lord  Orrery  is  landed,  and  I  fear  will  not  be  in  Diibl'm 
at  my  Aiigul}  vacation.  You  are  too  happy  while 
he  is  in  Dublin  for  me  to  inveigle  you  from  thence 
with  all  the  charms  of  our  Ehfium.  What  would 
1  give  that  fome  necromancer  would  fet  you  both 
down  at  Cavan  upon  an  eafy  cloud,  while-  my 
good  wine  lafts  ?  ]f  you  would  think  it  proper  to 
let  five  dozen  of  my  Mniinris  v/ine  come  down 
tor  yourfelf,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  amifs  ; 
lor  I  have  a  good  cool  cellar  for  it.  I  befeech  you 
to  let  me  know  the  day  you  intend  (o  fet  out,  that 
1  may  meet  you  at  Firginia  j  and  be  pleafed  to  be 
Uiere  on  a  Saturday, 

You  give  me  a  great  deal  of  good  advice  in  your 
letter,  for  which  1  return  you  my  hearty  thank^ 
send  I  wifh  with  all  my  foul  I  could  take  it  as 
eafily  as  you  give  it ;  but  alas^  I  muft  fay  as  Tajfd  * 
did  in  a  letter  to  his  friend  Antonio  Conjlantini^  II 
configlio  di  V.  S.  e  ottimo  ;  ma  io  conofco  gran- 
diffima  (Jifficolta  nell'  efeguire  lo. 

Do£lor  was  a  fool  to  trouble  himfelf  about 

his  rampant  daughter  ;  for  he  may  be  affured, 
although  he  fecures  her  from  the  prefent  lover, 
fince  the  love-fit  is  upon  her,  {he  will  try  either 
bis  butler  or  coachman.  And  poor  fprig  of  Afo 
I  pity.  He  may  now  mourn  in  fackcloth  and 
Ajht^**  I  fuppofe  he  is  fo  much  Afo  aimed,  that  he  is 
worn  away  to  Aft)  add  dough  ;  Vef^y^  it  feems,  v/as 
Jjh  Harper,  and  played  him  Afo  hitten  trick.  He 
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muft  have  been  allow  fellow,  to  Idfe  that 
beautiful  Trollop  fo  eafily  ;  I  beg  pardon,  I  ftiould 
have  faid  fo  Veafily.  If  he  had  been  JJh  hay  rid 
Ann,  he  would  not  have  loft  her  fo  eafily. 

It  is  the  fafliion  here,  among  all  manner  of 
parties,  to  drink  the  Drapier's  health.  The  rea- 
fon  I  give  you  this  caw  ftiun  is,  that  you  may  not 
Ralph  ufe  it,  when  you  come  among  us. 

Ibis  fee  itch  yew  torn  eak  my  come  Plea  meant 
to  Mrs.  Whitewayj  and  tell  her  no  one  in  Ireland 
(hall  be  more  welcome  to  my  houfe ;  do  not  fail 
to  hawl  her  down  with  you.  I  can  billet  her  at 
a  relation's  houfe  ;  and  fhe  can  live  and  joke  with 
us  the  beft  of  the  day.  Pray  let  me  know  her 
refolution,  that  I  may  fettle  my  mind  accord- 
ingly. 

My  next  to  you  fhall  be  in  verfe,  and  what  you 
little  think  of  j  nor  is  it  to  be  v/ondered,  becaufe 
I  declare  folemnly,  I  am  an  utter  ftranger  to  what 
I  intend,  either  as  to  meafure,  rhyme,  di£lion  or 
thought.  May  all  happinefs  attend  you.  I  am, 
dear  Sir,  with  all  refpefl,  your  moft  obedient  and 
very  humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 

LETTER  LXXVI. 
Dr.  She  KID  AN  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  July  5th,  1735. 

J  RECEIVED  your  two  receipts,  /.  e.  race 
eat5,  or  ray  feats,  and  as  foon  as  I  can  hear  of 
Higinhothom^  he  fhall  get  you  the  money.  The 
bifliop  of  Kilbmre  has  ordered  him  to  get  up  all 
he  can  for  him  in  the  firft  place;  for  you  muft 
know  that  the  bifhop  has  my  bond  for  the  rent  due 
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to  him,  together  with  the  fine,  when  I  renewed 
with  him  the  Jaft  February,  lliis  made  me  two 
hundred  and  eighty  pounds  in  his  debt. — Th^ 
moment  I  can  raife  the  Devil  among  the  tenants, 
I  will  fccure  your  poor  money.  At  prefent  I  have 
not  a  ibufe  but  a  guinea  and  an  half,  till  Ibaie  bir4 
of  paiL;ge  brings  me  fome.  You  muPc  know  that 
I  have  lately  been  be-Sheridan'd.  A  damnable 
rooue,  one  Wiiliam  Sberidar]^  coufm  to  counfellor 
Sheridan^  has  run  away  three -fee  re  and  fix  pounds 
in  my  debt.  He  was  tenant  to  Drumcor  and  Blcny^ 
cup,  part  of  the  lands  which  I  fold  you.  I  writ  to 
counfellor  Callaghaji  about  him,  and  he  tells  me 
that  I  muft  eject  him  legally  before  I  can  fet  to 
another,  although  1  h^ve  no  diflrefs  on  the  land, 
but  two  acres  of  grov/ing  wheat.  The  villain 
keeps  within  fix  miles  of  this  place,  and  will  not 
give  up  his  articles.  One  Smyth^  a  rich  graflcr, 
would  pay  moft  of  his  arrear  to  get  into  the  lands 
now.  I  fent  to  Mr.  Hale  for  an  ejeflment  and  a 
writ,  but  hear  nothing  of  it.  I  befeech  you  to 
let  him  have  Sheridan  s  article  and  Carter^s  boivd^ 
which  you  have  among  the  papers  I  gave  you,  that 
he  may  ftiew  them  to  counfellor  Robert  CaUaghan*y 
fpr  it  was  to  him  I  writ.  Be  pleafed  to  fend  mc 
a  letter  of  attorney  to  receive  your  rents  of  Mara^ 
kil/sj  Drumcor^  and  Bleny-cup  ;  and  to  fet  the  two 
latter  at  forty-two  pounds  a  year,  which  was  the 
rent  payable  by  that  run-away  villain.  You  can- 
not lofe,  but  I  muft  be  content  to  lofe  forty-fix 
pounds.  Now  a  pox  of  all  lofles. — — To  bufmefs 
);aore  material. 

Eye  rage  hoife  X  C  Dingky  tuff  Hind  mile 
Order  or  Eyes  top  Afs  awe  interr  inn  Dubb  Line 
^n  damn  well  play  faid  two  fine  dimn  inn  afs 
teat  off  Mare  he  meant  :  All  afs  Ice  he  knot  afe 
r*ile  inn  knack  wart  her :  Thefe  Quires  he  rare 
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fow  flow  eye  call.  Ann  they  par  Suns  fow  dam 
nab  lye  inn  fup  port  able  Eye  cann  knot  bay  rum. 
O'er  ay  Rum  (Sea  dye  two  wan)  ay  rue  awe  vye 
car,  O  raw  pray  bend  Harry,  O  rack  Yew  rat. 
Know  fea  fee,  butt  adge,  ufe't  is  fack  woe  rum. 
Ho  !  Rum  !  Hah  !  Rum  !  Ho  !  Rum  !  fay  dye. 

I  have  no  news  from  our  parts^  but  that  my  man 
Pat  (upon  defiring  him  to  filence  our  dog)  faid. 
By  my  foul,  Sir,  he  would  bark  if  his  head  were 
cut  off.  He  prefents  his  humble  fervice  to  your 
Jo»  For  God's  fake  come  as  foon  as  you  can  | 
poffibly,  while  our  weather  and  every  thing  is 
good.  I  am,  dear  fir,  your  moft  obedient  hum- 
ble fervant, 

^  THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 


LETTER  LXXVn. 
Lord  H  o  w  T  H  to  Dr.  S  w  i  f  t. 


Killfane,  July  6th,  1735, 

Jam  very  much  obliged  to  my  good  dean  of 
St»  Patrick's  for  the  honour  he  did  me  in  fitting 
for  his  pifture  ;  and  have  wrote  to  Dr.  Graft  an  to 
give  Mr.  Bindon  firidl  charge  in  the  finifliing  of  it : 
and  when  that  is  done  to  bring  it  to  his  houfe,  for 
fear  I  fliould  get  a  copy  inftead  of  the  original.  I 
am  very  much  concerned  at  the  account  you  give 
me  of  your  health,  but  don't  in  the  leaft  doubt 
but  the  change  of  air  would  be  of  fervice  to  you, 
and  a  moft  hearty  welcome  you  may  be  fure  6f. 
The  archbifhop  of  Ca/hel  told  me  he  would  wait  on 
you  the  day  after  he  went  to  Dublin ;  and  does 
mightily  admire  he  has  not  feen  you  oftner.  I 
have  taken  your  advice,  and  kept  very  good  hours 
fince  I  came  laft  here.    Every  iecond  day  I  am  out 
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fix  or  feven  hours  an  otter  hunting.  As  to  read- 
ing and  working,  my  wife  obferves  your  dircdions: 
and  could  wifli  fhe  would  do  the  fame  as  to  exer- 
cife.  She  defires  me  to  tell  you  that  tho  liking 
fhe  has  to  the  Baboon  *  is  out  of  the  true  regard 
fhe  has  for  you,  he  being  one  of  your  greateft 
favourites.  Your  giant  f  will  ufe  her  endeavours 
to  make  lord  Bacon  a  liar,  and  inftead  of  adding 
two  inches  to  her  height,  would  be  very  well  fatis- 
fied  to  part  with  four.  I  am  very  forry  Mrs. 
Achejon  is  fo  much  out  of  order  :  flie  is  one  I  have 
a  great  regard  for  ;  and  (hall  defire  the  favour  of 
you  to  give  my  wife's  fervice  and  mine  to  her,  and 
lady  Achefon^  when  you  fee  them.  I  thank  God 
my  family  and  I  are  very  well.  Some  time  this 
Summer  I  defign  drinking  Ballifpellen  waters  for  a 
month.  As  for  news  we  have  no  fuch  thing  here  : 
only  the  Baboon  has  done  his  vifitation  ;  that  is, 
he  goes  into  the  churches  and  looks  about,  then 
alks  the  tumbler  Sikes  how  long  they  have  been 
coming  ?  So  long,  fays  Sikes.  Aye,  replies  the 
Baboon,  and  we  fhall  be  as  long  going  back  ; 
fo  mounts  his  horfe  and  away.  Who  durft  fay  the 
church  is  in  danger  when  we  have  fo  good  bifh- 
ops?  My  wife  and  all  here  join  in  their  kind  fer- 
yice  to  the  Drapier.  I  am,  good  Mr.  Dean,  your 
moft  aflured  and  affedlionate  humble  fervant, 

H  O  W  T  H. 

*  The  bifhop  of  OJ/ory  fo  called. 

Could  you  fee  his  grim,  for  a  pound  to  a  penny. 
You'd  fwear  it  mult  be  the  Baboon  of  KiUke7tny. 

Vid.  S^vift^s  Poem  on  the  Bilhops* 

t  Mifs  Rice,  an  exceeding  tall  young  lady,  and  niece 
to  my  lord  Ho^wth. 

LET- 
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LETTER  LXXVIir. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr,  Swift. 

DE  AHMIS  TER  DE  AK,  JuHj  15,  1735. 

\J  R  I T  tome  fum  time  ago  an  diam  redito  anfer 
it  thus.  A  lac  a  de  mi  illinc,  ducis  in  it,  is  no- 
tabir  fit  fora  de  an  ;  it  is  more  fit  fora  puppi.  1 
lufit  toti.  Irritato  ripam  flet  an  Di£li  toral  e  ver 
ibit.  Die  is  abeft.  Die  is  a  ferpenti  fe.  Die  is 
a.  tu,rdifc.  Die  is  a  fartor.  Die  is  a  pifti  fe.  Die 
is  avix  en.  Die  is  as  qui  ter  in  nafti  fufti  mufti 
eur.  Die  is  arantur.  Die  is  ab  a  boni  fe.  Sed 
Ito  Di£li  cantu  cum  in  as  a  dans  in  mas  ter  an 
dans  ab  ori  ora  minuet.  Da  me  I  fido  fed  Die* 
Quis  mi  ars  fe  diu  puppi*  Ure  as  turdi  rufi 
an  fed  I.  Ure  a  tori  villa  in  fed  Die.  Urc 
fit  fora  gallus  fed  I  ;  an  dume  dia  dansin.  Ure 
aras  calli  cur  fed  Die.  Di£ti  fed  I  ure  regis  a 
farto  me. 

Tanti  vi  fed  I  tanti  vi 
Hi  fora  Die  in  apri  vi. 

Ime  Die  as  te  nlas  amo  ufe  foralis  angor.  I 
re  collefta  piper,  fed  1,  an  dat  rumpetar,  an  da 
fume  cur,  an  ad  rumor,  an  das  qui  re,  an  ab  lac 
a  more  in  ure  cum  pani,  an  da  de  al  more  me  ac 
in  a  gefto  uti.  It  is  ali  ad  a  me  fed  Die,  as  furas 
iftinc.    Senfu  caefo  I  caeno  more. 

I  cum  here  formo  rii.  Itis  apparent  I  canta  ve 
mi  maerent,  mi  tenentis  tardi.  1  curfim  e  veri  de 
nota  peni  cani  res.  I  ambit.  Mi  ftomachis  a  cor 
morante  ver  re  ad  ito  digefta  me  ale  In  a  minute, 
i  eat  nolam,  noram,  no  dux,  I  generali  eat  a 
quale  carboae  dedat  fuper  an  da  qualis  as  fine  abit 
as  arabit.    I  es  ter  de  I  eat  atro  ut  at  abit.  De» 
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vilis  in  mi  a  petite.  A  cruflis  mi  Je  lite.  (I  ncu 
Eumenides  ago  eat  tuenti  times  more)  As  unde  I 
eat  ofFa  buccas  fatas  mi  arfis.  O  nam  unde  I  eat 
fum  pes.  A  tu  es  de  I  eat  apud  in  migra  num  edit. 
A  venis  de  I  eat  fum  pafti.  Poft  de  notabit.  Afri 
de  abit  ab  re  ad.    A  Satur  de  fum  tripes. 

Luis  is  mus  ter  in  an  armi  an  de  fines  carri  in 
it  as  far  as  I  tali,  fum  fe  germani.  It  do  es  alarum 
mus ;  De  vel  partum.  I  fani  nues  is  fito  ritu 
me  direfto  me  at  cava  ni  Virgini  a.  Mifer  vice 
tomi  da  tcr  an,  Capta  in  Pari,  Do£lor  de  lanij. 
Major  Folli  ut  ;  an  mi  complemento  mi  de  armis 
trefles,  e  fpeciali  W  R  L  L. 

I  amat  ure  re  verens  his  cervicc 
fore  ver  an  de  ver. 

LETTER  LXXIX. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  S  w  if  t. 

D  E  A  R  S  I R,  '  July  i6th,  1735. 

J  RECEIVED  your  twenty  pounds  from 
lord  LanefborQugh\  agent  yefterday,  and  it  travels 
to  you  from  this  on  Saturday  next,  by  one  John 
Donaldfon^  one  of  our  nobility.  You  will  get  it, 
I  believe,  on  Monday,  You  hav^  nothing  to  fay 
to  the  280/.  you  mention.  That  is,  as  I  told 
you,  the  fine  and  rent  of  Drumlane^  which  I  owe 
the  bifliop,  and  which  will  be  paid  him  Auguji 
26th.  I  cleared  off  the  rent  which  I  owed  him 
for  your  purchafe,  the  other  day,  or  I  fliould  have 
fent  your  poor  money,  poor  as  I  am,  before  thisii 
Now  are  you  fatisfied  that  I  am  not  negligent  or 
giddy  ?  But  what,  in  the  name  of  God,  is  the 
matter  with  you  to  delay  fo  long  ?  Can  I  overfec 
my  workmen  a^id  a  fchool  to  ?  If  you  will  not 
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come  and  take  your  charge  in  hand,  I  muft  employ 
feme  body  elfe.  There  is  a  long  walk  begun: 
ftones  a  drawing  home  for  an  addition  to  myhoufe  : 
the  fchool-houfe  repaired  at  the  charge  of  the 
county :  a  gravel  walk  from  the  market  crofs  to 
my  houfe,  at  the  town's  expence  :  item^  z  gravel 
walk  by  the  river,  which  will  all  require  your  at- 
tendance. As  you  were  a  good  and  faithful  over- 
feer  of  my  improvements  at  ^ilca,  I  am  willing 
to  employ  you  rather  than  another ;  therefore  I 
expe£t  your  anfvs^er  immediately,  for  the  fummer 
is  flying  ofF  apace.  My  lord  Orrery  writ  to  me, 
that  he  would  come  from  Munjler  to  fee  me  foon  ; 
if  you  will  but  have  the  prudence  to  be  here,  you 
may  have  a  fair  opportunity  of  recommending  your- 
felf  to  him  ;  and  I  fliall,  perhaps,  give  you  the 
charafter  of  a  vigilant  overfeer,  if  1  find  you  be 
not  altered  fince  you  were  laft  in  my  fervice. 

Now  to  be  ferious.  I  fliall  fend  you  fome  ve- 
nifon  foon.  You  fliall  know  next  Monday  whea 
it  fets  out  \  and  you  are  to  difpofe  of  it  thus  : 

To  Dr.  Heljlyam^  four  cuts. 
Dr.  Delany,  four. 
Mrs.  Bcljham^  one  and  a  half. 
Mrs,  Whiteway^  ditto. 

Lady  Achefon^  becaufe  of  her  good  ftomach,  three 
fcruples. 

Mr.  Worral^  a  pound  and  a  quarter. 
Pray  let  them  be  all  wrapt  up  in  clean  paper,  and 
fent  to  the  feveral  abovementioned  perfons.  Dine 
upon  the  reft  with  your  own  company. 

I  have  got  you  a  mare,  a  very  eafy  trotter  : 
file  fliall  go  up  with  the  venifon.  Whether  flic 
will  be  (hy  at  your  city  obje£ls,  I  know  not : 
here  flie  is  not  in  the  leaft.  Your  beft  way  will 
be  to  let  your  fervant  ride  her.    She  is  one  of  my 
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own  rearing,  fprung  of  a  good-natured  family. 
if  you  like,  Ihe  cofts  you  nothing  but  a  low  bow 
when  you  come  to  Cavan.  I  have  a  chaife  jufl 
finiflied  to  the  lining,  in  Dublin^  made  by  a  man 
fo  much  in  my  debt :  it  will  be  your  beft  way  to 
come  down  in  it.  I  tell  you  a  projedt  I  have, 
which  I  believe  will  do :  my  fcholars  are  to  clubb 
and  build  me  a  little  library  in  my  garden.  The 
lime  and  ftones  (free-ftone)  are  in  my  own  field 
and  building  is  dog-cheap  here. 

I  befeech  you  let  me  know  how  foon  you  will 
be  here,  that  all  things  may  to  your  heart's 
defire :  fuch  venifon  !  fuch  mutton  !  fuch  fmall 
beer!  fuch  chickens!  fuch  butter!  fuch  trouts! 
fuch  pouts  !  fuch  ducks  !  fuch  beef  !  fuch  fifli  !  fuch 
eels  !  fuch  turkies  !  fuch  fields  !  fuch  groves  !  fuch 
lakes  !  fuch  ladies  !  fuch  fruit  !  fuch  potatoes  I 
fuch  rafp-berries  !  fuch  billberries  !  and  fuch  a 
boat  as  Mr.  Hamilton  Sy  were  never  yet  feen  in  any 
one  country  yet  ! 

Owe  for  tune  a  toes  knee  me  'um  bone  gnaw 
figh  fhoe  awe  knower  in't  Cave  Ann  eye. 

God  Almighty  blefs  you,  and  fend  you  fafe  to 
our  Elyfmm,  My  fervice  to  Mrs.  Whiteway^  and 
to  every  body  in  Dublin^  man,  woman,  and  child. 
I  am,  with  all  refpecl,  your  moft  obedient  and 
very  humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 

LETTER  LXXX. 
Earl  of  Orrery  to  Dr.  Swift. 

O Limerick,  July  ig,  773^. 
F  F  breakjo  forced  and,  interrupted  !  Alas  ! 
alas  !  Bays  quoth  i'faith  fimiie  good  a.    Paris  at 
'  Vicloire  de  Flats  the  round  driving:  Berlin  a  of 
Vot.  VI.  C  "  noife 
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Bolfc  the  like,  brains  my  round  rowl  that  heacf 
my  in  words  of  jumble  of  kind  a  have  I  fo  and  : 
fex  or  perfon  of  diftinftion  either  without,  about 
promifcuoufly  ears  his  lent  nineteenth  the  but^ 
noify  very  were  which  of  eighteen,  table  at  day 
to  people  nineteen  were  we. 

Strong  get  cannot  1  when  beer  fmall  with  my- 
felf  contenting  ever^  moon  the  with  fatisfied  be 
to  learn  will  1  but :  again  fun  the  fee  never  ftiall- 
we  believe  I ;  fummer  than  winter  like  more 
much  and,  indeed  weather  terrible  is  this 
Phyfician  a  other  the,  divine  a  one,  do<Slors  two 
the  to  faftiion  and  invention  own  my  communi- 
cate will  you  hope  and,  Englijh  writirrg  of  fample 
new  a  you  offer  here  I,  Latin  writing  of  method 
new  a  me  teach  to  kind  fo  been  have  you  as  but,^ 
Honour  and  atchievements  of  fearch  in  far  thus 
come  am  2LnAy  Mancha  la  from  out  fet  am  I  that 
know  you  let  to  is  this.  You  to  inconvenient 
be  may  writing  that  imagine  I  when  it  curb  al- 
ways will     Dean  Mr.  Good, 

great  fo  ever  be 
you  from  hear  to  defire 
My  Let. 

LETTER  LXXXL 
Mr.  MoTTE  to  Dr.  Swift. 

^   Honoured  Sir, 

H  A  V  E  not  had  an  opportunity  of  writing  to 
you  othefwlfe  than  by  the  poft  for  above  a  twelve- 
month, and  though  in  that  time  I  did  trouble  you 
with  a  letter  or  two  relating  to  Mr.  Lancelot's 
bufinefs,  yet  I  thought  proper  to  mention  only 
what  related  to  that  particular,  confidering  I  was 
then  under  the  hands  of  the  law,  whence  I  was 
not  difcharged  till  the  laft  day  of  the  laft  term. 

I  don't 
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i  don't  doubt  but  you  have  heard  before  noW| 
ihat  Mrs.  Barber  was  difcharged  at  the  fame 
time. 

I  delired,  therefore,  Mrs.  Hyde*  to  deliver  this 
to  your  6wn  hand,  and  make  bold  to  trouble  yoii 
with  an  account  of  fome  tranfa6i:ions  which  have 
happened  within  thefe  two  years,  which  I  have 
long  wilhed  for  the  pleafure  of  doing  by  worct  of 
mouth,  in  hopes  my  behaviour  would  be  excufed 
at  leaft  (if  not  approved)  by  you,  the  afTurance 
whereof  I  fliould  receive  with  the  utmoft  fatis-? 
fadtioii.  ' 

Soon  afcer  Mr.  Pilkington  had  received  the  twenty 
guineas  you  ordered  me  to  pay  him,  the  Life  and 
Charader  was  offered  me,  though  not  by  his 
own  hands,  yet  by  his  means,  as  I  was  after- 
wards convinced  by  many  circumftances  :  one 
wasj  that  he  corre6ted  the  proof  flieets  with  his 
own  hand  ;  and  as  he  faid  he  had  feen  the  origi- 
nal of  that  piecej  I  could  not  imagine  he  would 
have  fuffered  your  name  to  be  put  to  it,  if  it  had 
not  been  genuine.  When  I  found,  by  your  ad- 
•  vertifenient  and  the  letter  you  were  pleafed  to 
write  to  me,  that  I  had  been  deceived  by  him,  I 
ailed  afterwards  with  more  referve,  and  refufed  a 
pamphlet  about  Norton's  will,  which  he  pretended 
came  from  an  eminent  hand.  It  was  bought 
afterwards  by  another  bookfeller,  who  printed  it, 
ahd  loft  rhoney  by  it. 

He  could  not  forbear  obferving  my  coldnefs, 
arid  applied  to  Mr.  GiUiver  about  the  copy  of 
verfes  for  which  we  were  all  brought  into  trouble  ; 
and,  by  the  way,  when  once  an  affair  was  com- 
tinunicated  to  two  perfons,  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  any  one,  how  juft  and  faithful  foever. 


*  Widow  to  Mr.  Hjde,  bookfeller  in  Dublin, 
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to  anfwer  for  its  being  kept  a  fecret.    It  was  pub* 
liflled  three  months  before  it  was  taken  notice  of : 
and  when  the  printer  was  taken  up,  and  had 
named  Gilliver,  as  the  bookfeller,  and  it  was  re- 
ported a  warrant  was  out  againft  G.  and  he  was 
likely  to  be  apprehended  next  morning,  we  two 
had  a  meeting  over-night,  and  I  promifed  to  take 
the  advice  of  a  gentleman  of  fenfe  and  honour, 
whofe  name  I  did  not  mention  to  him,  and  to 
meet  G.  early  the  next  morning  at  a  certain  tavern, 
to  confult  farther.    Accordingly  I  went  to  a  gen- 
tleman in  Cork-Jlreet^  and  from  thence  to  the 
tavern  we  had  appointed  to  meet  at,  where,  after 
I  had  waited  above  an  hour,  a  meffage  was  fent 
me  that  I  need  ftay  no  longer,  for  Mr,  G.  was 
gone  to  Wejlmimjier^  and  would  not  come.  I 
went  to  fee  him  in  the  meflenger's  hands  ;  but 
he  was  fo  clofely  watched  by  a  couple  of  fliarp 
fluts,  the  meflenger's  daughters,  that  I  could  fay 
nothing  to  him,  but  about  indifferent  matters. 
The  confequence  was,  he  was  examined,  and 
made  a  confeffion,  like  poor  Dr.  Talderi^^  of  all 
that  he  knew,  and  more  too  ;  naming  Mr.  PiU 
kington  firft,  and  then  myfelf ;  which  laft,  as 
many  people  have  told  me,  was  unneceflary  : 
only,  as  he  before  faid,  he  was  refolved,  if  he 
came  into  trouble,  I  fhould  have  a  fhare  of  it, 
though  I  ofFered,  in  cafe  he  would  not  name  me, 
that  1  would  bear  one  half  of  his  expences.  This 
confeffion  of  his,  together  with  his  bearing  the 
character  of  a  wealthy  man,  expofed  him  to  an 
information ;  but  as  it  was  not  my  bufinefs  to  be 
induftrious  in  recolle£ling  what  paft  three  months 
before,  J  could  not  remember  any  thing  that  could 
iS^tdi  me  or  any  body  elfe. 

•  I  am  forry  for  the  trouble  this  has  caufed  to 
poor  Mrs.  Barber*    I  faw  her  the  other  day  :  fhs 
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was  confined  to  her  bed  with  the  gout.  She  de- 
fired,  when  .1  wrote,  that  I  would  prelent  her 
humble  fervice  to  you. 

I  would  be  glad  to  receive  your  direftions  wliat, 
I  muft  do  with  the  two  notes  I  have  under  JVJr^^ 
Pilkingtoris  hand,   of  ten  guineas  each.     They  , 
were  allowed  by  you*  in  the  laft  account  we  fet- 
tled ;  but  whether  you  would  pleafe  they  fliould 
be  deftroyed  or  fen t  over  to  you,  I  am  not  cer-^ 
tain.    As  for  the  ftate  of  the  account,  as  I  have 
heard  no  exceptions  to  it,  I  flatter^rnvfelf  you  find 
It  all  right.         .  ,  ii\ 

Mr.  Faulkner*s  impreffion  of  four  volumes'  has' 
had  its  run.  I  was  advifed  that  it  was  in  my' 
power  to  have  given  him  and  his  agents  fufficient. 
vexation,  by  applying  to  the  law  ;  but' that. 
could  not  fue  him'  without  bringing  your  name, 
into  a  court  of  juftice,  which  abfolutely  deter- 
mined me  to  be  paflive.  I  am  told  he  is  abbut^ 
printing  them  in  an  edition  In  twelves ;  in  whicfC 
cafe  I  humbly  hope,  you'll  pleafe  to  lay  ypur  com.T. 
niands  upon  him  (which,  if  he  has  ^y  fenfe  of 
gratitude,  muft  have  the  fame  power  as  an  injunc- 
tion in  chancery)  to  forbear  fending  them  ovet 
here.  If  you  think  this  requeft  to  be  reafonable, 
I  know  you  will  comply  with, it  :^  if  not,  I  fub- 
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As  We  once  had  a  meeting  upon  this  affair^ 
and  he  may  poflibly  have  mifreprefented  the  of« 
fe^-s  he  then  made  me ;  I  beg  leave  to  afilire  you 
tl5at  his  propdfal^was,  that  I  fhould  haye  paid  hira 
a  larger  price  for  the  book  than  I  could,  have  had 
it'^printed  for  here  m  England  ^  and  fu rely  I  had 
the  fame  right  of  printing  them  here,  as  he  had 
\ti  Ireland^  efpecially  having  bought  and  paid  for 
tTiem.  If  he  made  any  other  offer,'  I  xdeclare  .1^ 
inifunderftood  him  •  and  I  am  fureV  if^  bad  com- 
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plied  wl,th  thofe  terms,  I  fliould  have  been  2^ 
laughing  flock  to  the  whole  trade. 

Mr.  Pope  has  publifhed  a  fecond  volume  of 
hiis  poetical  works^  of  which^  I  fuppofe,  he  has 
ina,d.e  you  a  ^refent.  I  am  furprized  to  fee  be 
pv^ns  fo  little  m  the  four  voli^mes  ^  and  fpeaks  of 
^Hefe  few  things  as  inconfiderable,  I  am  a  ftrangex 
to  what  part  of  the  copy-money  he  received  ;  but 
yoii  who  know  better,  are  a  competent  judge 
whether  he  deferved  it.  /  always  thought  the  Art 
of  Sinking  was  his^  though  he  there  difowns  it. 

Curirs  edition  of  Letters  to  and  frorn  Mr. 
Pope^  I  fvippofe  you  have  feen.  They  were  taken 
notice  of  in  the  houfe  of  lords;  and  (C?t'r//  vi^a^ 
ruffled  for  them  in  a  manner  as,  to  a  man  of  lefa 
impudence  than  his  own,  would  have  been  very 
uneafy.  it  has  provoked  Mr.  Pope  to  promife 
trie  world  a  genuine  edition,  with  many  additions. 
*Tis  plain  the  rafca!  has  no  knowledge  of  thofe 
Letters  of  yours  that  Ewin  of  Cambridge  has.  Few 
as  they  are,  he  would  tack  fome  trafti  to  them, 
2ind  make  a  five  or  fix  fhillins;  book  of  them. 

The  Perfian  Letters  have  been  v/ell  received, 
fbt  chofe  to  fend  them  ;  befides  th^t)  they  make 
a  convenient  cover  for  this  letter. "  ' 

Mr.  Tooke,  who  defires  me  to  prefent  his  moft 
humble  fervice  to  you,  acquainted  me  fome  time 
ago  of  your  intention  to  ereft  an  Hofpital  for 
Lunaticks  and  Idiots.  1  am  glad  to  §.rid^  by  ^Ixe; 
news-papers,  that  fo  noble  a  defign  proceeds  ;  fox. 
befides  the  general  benefit  to  mankind  that  is  ob- 
vious to  every  body,  I  am  perfuaded  ther^  will  be 
a  particular  one  arife  by  your  example  ;  namely, 
^hat  you  will  lay  down  a  fcheme  which  will  be  a 
pattern  for  future  fpu^nders  of  publick  hofpita].s 
to  prevent  rnany  of  the  vile  abufes  \yhich,  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  do  creep  into  thofe  foundations,  by 
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the  indolence,  ignorance,  or  knavery  of  the  truf- 
tees.  I  have  feen  fo  many  fcandalous  inftance^ 
pf  mifapplications  of  that  kind,  as  have  raifed  my 
indignation  fo,  that  I  can  hardly  think  upon  it 
with  temper  ;  and  I  heartily  congratulate  you 
that  a  heart  to  beftow  is  joined  in  you  with  a 
head  to  contrive  :  and  therefore,  without  any 
mercenary  views  (at  the  fame  time  not  declining 
any  inftance  of  your  favour)  I  would  beg  leave 
to  fay,  that  as,  while  your  thought?  are  employed 
in  this  generous  undertaking,  you  muft  nccef^ 
farily  confider  it  in  the  light  1  have  placed  it  in  ; 
fo  if  you  would  pleafe  to  communicate  thefe 
thoughts  to  the  publick,  you  might  poffibly  give 
ufeful  hints  to  perfons  of  fortune  and  beneficent 
intentions,  though  of  inferior  abilities.  I  heartily 
wifh  you  fuccefs  in  this  and  all  other  your  un- 
dertakings ;  being,  with  grateful  refpeft.  Sir, 
your  obliged  and  obedient  humble  fervant, 
^  B.  MOTTE. 

London,  July  31,  1735. 

Upon  fecond  thoughts,  I  have  inclofed  Mr» 
Pilkingtons  two  notes  ;  for  I  don't  fee  how 
they  can  poffibly  be  of  any  fervice  to  you  on 
this  fide  the  water. 

LETTER  LJXXIT. 
Dr.  SHERIDAN  to  Dr.  SWIFT. 

DEAR  SIR,  Augufti3,  1735. 

E  C  A  U  S  E  of  fome  dropping  young  lads  com- 
ing to  me,  and  becaufe  it  was  impoffible  for  me 
to  get  any  money  before  the  23d  of  this  month,  I 
could  not  fix  my  vacation.  Now  I  do.  On  Sa^ 
turday  fe'nnight,  the  23d,  I  fet  out  for  Dublin  tp 
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bring  you  home  :  and  fo,  without  Ifs,  Ands,  ancj 
OrSj  get  ready  before  our  fields  be  ftript  of  all 
their  gaiety.  thank  God,  I  have  every  good 
thipg  in  plenty  but  money;  and  that,  as  affairs 
j^re  likely  to  go,  will  not  be  ni.y  complaint  a 
month  longer.  Belturhet  fair  will  make  me  an 
emperor.  I  have. all  this  town,  and  fix  men  of 
jny  own,  at  work  at  this  jundlure,  to  make  you 
a  winter  walk  by  the  river  fide.  I  have  raifed 
mountains  of  gravel,  and  diverted  the  river's 
jcp|irfe  for  that  end — -^Regis  Opiis^  you  will  won- 
der and  be  delighted  when  you  fee  it.  Your 
works  at  ^ilca  are  to  be  as  much  inferior  to.  ours 
here,  as  a  fugar-loaf  to  an  Egyptian  pyramid. 
We  had  a  county  of  Armagh  rogue,  one  Mackay^ 
Jjianged  yefterday  :  Griffith,  the  player  never  made 
to  merry  an  exit.  He  invited  his  audience  the  night 
before,  with  a  promife  of  giving  them  fuch  a 
fpeech  ffom  the  gallows  as  they  never  heard  :  and 
indeed  he  made  his  words  good  ;  for  no  man 
was  ever  merrier  at  a  chriftening  than  he  was  upon 
ihe  ladder. 

When  he  mounted  to  his  proper  height,  he 
turned  his  face  to  each  fide  of  the  gallows,  and 
faid,  in  a  chearful  manner,  Hah,  my  friend,  am 
I  come  to  you  at  laft  !  Then  turning  to  the  peo- 
ple, Gentlemen,  you  need  not  ftand  fo.  thick,  for 
the  fartheft  fhall  hear  me  as  eafily  as  the  neareft. 
Upon  this  a  fellow  interrupted  him,  and  afked 
him.  Did  he  know  any  thing  of  a  grey  mare 
which  was  ftolen  from  him  ?  Why,  what  if  I 
(hould,  would  you  pay  for  a  mafs  for  my  foul  ? 
Ay,  by  G — ,  faid  the  fellow,  will  I  pay  for 
feven.  Why  then,  faid  the  criminal  laughing, 
I  know  nothing  of  your  mare.  After  this  he  en- 
tertained the  company  u^ith  two  hours  hiftory  of 
^is  villainies,  in  a  loud  unconcerned  voice.  At 
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laft  he  concluded  with  his  humble  fervice  to  one 
of  the  inhabitants  of  our  town,  defiring  that  he 
might  give  him  a  night's  lodging,  which  was  all 
he  would  trouble  him  for.  He  was  not  the  leaft 
touched  bv  any  liquor  ;  but  foberly  and  intrepidly 
defired  the  han2:man  to  do  his  office  :  and  at  lait 
went  oft'  with  a  joke.  Match  me  this  with  any 
of  your  Ev.glijhmen^  if  you  can,  I  have  no  more 
pews  from  Cavan^  but  that  you  have  all  their 
hearts,  and  mine  among  the  reft,  if  it  be  worth 
any  thing.  My  love  and  fervice  to  Mrs.  White- 
way^  and  all  friends.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  mofl: 
obedient  and  very  humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 

LETTER  LXXXIIL 

Lord   .  to  Dr.  SWIFT, 

DEAR  DEAN,  Cirencefler,  13  Sept.  1735. 

£  HOUGH  you  never  anfwer  any  of  my  let- 
ters, and  I  can  never  have  a  line  from  you,  ex- 
x:ept  in  parliament  time  about  an  Irjjh  caufe,  I  dp 
infift  that  without  delay  you  give  me  either  by 
yourfelf  or  agents  immediate  fatlsfaclion  in  thefe 
.points.    Firft,  whether  that  article  which  I  read 
in  the  news  about  one  Butler  a  (hooting  parfon  be 
true  or  not ;  fecondly,  whether  he  has  yet  begr 
ged  pardon,  and  attefted  upon  oath  that  it  was 
without  defign,  and  by  accident  that  the  gun  went 
cfi\     In  cafe  the  faft  be  true,  and  that  he  has 
not  yet  made  any  fufficient  or  reafonable  excufe, 
I  require  of  you  that  you  do  immediately  get 
fome  able  painter  to  draw  his  picture,  and  fend 
it  over  to.  me,  and  I  will  order  a  great  number  of 
prints  to  be  made  of  it,  which  fhall  be  difperfed 
>Qver  all  part$  of  the  knovi^n  world,  that  fuch  a 
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.worthkfs  rafcal  may  not  go  any  where  withoi^t 
being  known,'  I  make  no  doubt  of  his  being  imr 
mediately  drove  out  of  Ireland^  fuch  a  brutal  at- 
tempt upon  the  D rapier  cannot  be  borne  there  ; 
and  he  won't  venture  into  England  \yhen  thefe 
prints  of  his  perfon  are  fent  about,  for  he  would 
certainly  be  knocked  on  the  head  in  the  lirft  vil- 
lage he  pafTes  through.  Perhaps  he  may  think  to 
&uik  in  Holland^  the  common  refuge  of  all  fcoun- 
drels  ;  but  he  will  foon  find  out,  that  Do£lor 
Swuft  (for  fo  they  pronounce  the  name)  is  in 
great  efteem  there,  for  his  learning  and  political 
writings.  Jn  France  he  would  meet  with  worfe 
reception  ;  for  his  wit  is  relifhed  there,  and  many 
of  his  trads,  though  fpoiled  by  tranflation,  are 
yet  more  admired  than  what  is  writ  by  any  among 
themfclves.  Should  he  go  into  Spain^  he  would 
find  that  Don  Suifto  is  in  the  highefl:  eftimation, 
being  thought  to  be  lineally  defcended  from  Mi- 
guel  de  Cervantes  by  a  daughter  of  ^evedo's.  Per- 
haps he  may  think  to  be  fafe  in  Poland  during  the 
time  of  theie  troubles ;  but  I  canaflurehim,  from 
the  mouth  of  a  Polijh  lady,  who  was  lately  in 
London^  by  name  Madam  de  Monmorancy  (for  (he 
>vas  married  to  a  French  gentleman  of  that  great 
family)  that  Dr.  Swift  is  perfectly  well  known 
there  ;  and  fhe  was  very  folicitoqs  to  know  whe- 
ther he  were  a  StaniJIaiJl  or  not,  flie  being  a  zea- 
lous partizan  for  that  caufe. 

Now  if  this  brute  of  a  parfon  fliould  find  np 
fecurity  in  Europe^  and  therefore  flip  into  the  Eaji 
Indies  in  fome  Dutch  fhip,  for  a  Dutchman  may 
be  found  who  would  carry  the  Devil  for  a  fliver 
or  two  extraordinary,  he  will  be  confoundedly 
furprized  to  find  that  Dr.  Swift  h  known  in  China^ 
and  that  next  to  Confucius  his  writings  are  in  the 
greateft  efteem,  The  miffionaries  have  tranflated 
<  '  feveral 
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feveral  European  books  into  their  language  ;  but  I 
am  well  informed  that  nope  of  them  have  taken 
fp  well  as  his ;  and  the  Chinefe,  who  are  a  very 
ingenious  peopl^,  reckon  Sif  the  only:  author 
worth  reading.  Jt  is  well  known  that  in  Perfta 
Koull-Can  was  at  the  pains  to  tranll^te  his  works 
himfelf  y  being  bprn  a  Scoffmari'i  he  underftood 
ithem  very  well,  and  I  am  credibly  informed  that 
he  read  The  Battle  of  the  Books  the  night  before 
he  gave  that  great  defeat  to  the  Per/tan  army.  If 
he  hears  of  this,  he  may  imagine  that  he  fhall 
find  good  reception  at  Conjiantimple ;  but  he  will 
be  bit  there ;  for  many  years  ago  an  Engl'ijh  rene- 
gado  flave  tranflated  Effendi  Soif  for  them,  and 
told  them  it  was  writ  by  an  Englijhman^  with  a 
defign  to  introduce  the  Mahometan  religion;  this 
having  got  him  his  liberty,  and  although  it  is  not 
believed  by  the  Effendi^  the  book  and  the  author 
are  in  the  greateft  efteem  amongft  them.  If  he 
goes  into  America^  he  will  not  be  received  into  any 
Englijh^  French^  or  Spanijh  fettlement ;  fo  that  in 
all  probability  he  would  be  foon  fcalpt  by  the 
wild  Indians  j  and  in  truth  there  would  be  no 
manner  of  fliame  that  a  head  fhould  be  uncovered 
that  has  fo  little  brains  in  it.  Brutality  and  ill- 
nature  proceed  from  the  want  of  fenfe  ;  therefore 
without  having  ever  heard  of  him  before,  I  can 
decide  what  he  is,  from  this  fmgle  a£lion.  Now 
I  really  believe  no  layman  could  have  done  fuch 
a  thing.  The  wearing  petticoats  gives  to  moft 
of  the  clergy  (a  few  only  excepted  of  fuperior 
underftanding)  certain  feminine  difpofitions.  They 
are  commonly  fubjedl  to  malice  and  envv>  and 
give  more  free  vent  to  thofe  paffions  :  poffibly  for 
the  fame  reafon  that  women  are  obferved  to  do  fo, 
.becaufe  they  cannot  be  called  to  account  for  it. 
When  one  of  us  does  a  brutal  a£tion  to  angther. 
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he  may  have  his  head  broke,  or  be  whipt  through 
the  lungs  ;  but  all  who  wear  petticoats  are  fecure 
from  fuch  accidents.  -  Now  to  avoid  further  trou- 
ble, I  hope  by  this  time  his  gown  is  ftript  oflF  his 
back,  and  the  boys  of  Dublin  have  drawJi  him 
through  a  horfe-pond.  Send  me  an  account  of  this, 
and  1  (hall  be  fatisfied.  Adieu,  dear  Dean  ;  I 
am  got  to  the  end  of  my  paper,  but  you  may  be 
afiured  that  my  regard  for  you  will  only  end  with 
the  laft  breath  of  your  faithful  fervant. 

LETTER  LXXXIV. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift.- 

E DEAR  SIR,  Cavan,  Sept.  17th,  1735. 

Ixxv  not  butt  reap  rhyme  and  lu  for  wry  tinn 
fow  long  an  ape  is  till  a  bout  bees  knees,  wheh 
Tom  eye  Noll  edge  su  cool  das  eas  i  lyre  eye't  a 
pun  no  thing,  Mur?p  Ai^v,  what  7?  Tup  fj^riuiv  to 
vkio'vog  in  e  veri  epiftolas  Iv^oo  Inn  Angle  owe  Law 
Tigh  no.  Gann  knot  yew  right  in  nap  lean  met 
hood  as  I  do  1*1  vco  lu  ol  vrovTifov  all  o  key  fliuns. 
But  cantu  gay  tann  other  fubjeft  tofs  at  her  eyes 
bis  eyed  my  wife?  The  woman  is  grown  gobd 
for  nothino:.  However  I  would  not  have  her  fo 
much  abufed,  but  when  fhe  deferves  it.  I  no  ufe 
itis  e  veri  de  of  her  life,  but  I  fea  it  is  not  rue  j 
for  it  is  otify  e  veri  our  a  fit.  She  fwears  if  heu 
come  tuck  have  Ann,  fhe  will  give  you  oc  $o$<;lna 
the  chops, 

I  beg  pardon  for  troubling  you  fo  long  with 
bufmei^i,  an>i  therefore  I  will  now  be  as  merry  as 
I  can.  The  devil  a  farthing  I  can  get  among  my 
tenants  but  cows,  bullocks  and  fheep.  Will  you 
let  me  know  whether  fuch  coin  can  pafs  in  Dublin? 
iliat  I  may  pay  you  fome  money  v/hich  I  owe. 
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My  purfe,  God  help  me,  is  grown  as  flendef  a$ 
a  famiftied  weezle.  I  long  much  to  fee  it  have 
an  alderman's  belly  ;  but  Qiiando,  Mr.  Dean, 
Quando,  We  cannot  fay  that  our  weather  is  the 
iDevil  here  ;  for  it  is  all  water.  If  it  continues,  I 
muft  have  thoughts  of  building  an  ark ;  but  I 
fhall  not,  like  Noah^  let  any  unclean  beaft  enter. 
Eat  pone  linck  waiter  conjux.  My  mutton  is 
growing  too  fat,  and  I  want  you  much  to  eat  of 
it,  while  it  is  in  its  prime.  I  hear  of  no  cadger 
going  to  Dublhij  or  I  would  fend  you  a  bafket  full 
of  it.  All  I  can  do  now  is  to  fend  a  fine  roafted 
(houlder  in  my  wiflies,  and  pray  invite  Mrs.  White-' 
way  to  fhare  of  it.  I  wifli  you  both  a  good 
ftomach  to  it,  v/ith  all  my  heart.  Pray  do  not 
chide  her  for  afking  you  to  eat,  as  you  ufed  to  do. 
I  aflure  you  (if  I  may  be  allowed  to  judge j  (he 
prefTes  you  to  her  vi(3:uals  out  of  pure  good  na- 
ture and  friendfiiip. 

I  am  forry  that  the  (hortnefs  of  my  laft  letter 
gave  you  caufe  to  complain.  This  fliall  may  cup 
for  that  deaf  he  (he  An  fhe,  for  I  have  laid  in  a 
good  flock  of  learning  this  lafl:  week  ;  and  there^ 
fore  quoniam  tu  inter  literatos  primaria  fedes  in 
clafTe,  quorundam  decanorum  nomina  (minima 
noftratium)  qui  fcientiis  omnigenis  inclaruerunt 
tibi  mittam.  This  part  I  mention  in  Latin^  for 
fear  the  letter  fhould  fall  into  Dean  Cro[Je\ 
hands. 

Having  lately  read  a  very  entertaining  book, 
vvhofe  title-page  runs  thus — Hijioire  generale  Des 
pah- has y  I  met  with  accounts  of  feveral  great 
men,  whofe  names  I  never  read  before,  and  every 
one  of  them  were  deans,  fome  became  bilhops, 
others  cardinals  :  All  of  them  pn  account  of  their 
;  great  learning  and  merit.  Lord  have  mercy  upon 
us.    Chrift  have  mercy  upon  us*  Hov/  the  world 
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\t  altered  fiftce  !  But  you  muft  know,  that  CharUt 
the  Great  lived  in  that  age,  alias  Char  Lay  Main. 
l^ow  for  the  great  fcholars  I  prbmifed  you.  Among 
thofe,  who  became  biftiop  of  Aniwctp^  you  will 
find  Philip  ISfidri^  Auheri  Vanden  Eade^  yean  Per^ 
dinand  de  Benghem^  Pierre  Jofeph  Franken-Sterjiorff. 
Among  thofe  of  Bois-le-Duc^  Clement  Crabeels^ 
Gijbert  Mafms^  Michel  Ophove^  "J^fip^  Bergaigne. 
In  the  fame  town  you  will  find  among  the  Vi- 
Caires  Apoftoliques,  Henry  Van  Leempute^  J^JP 
Houbraecken^  Martin  Steyaert^  Pierre  Govaerts^  Sec, 
&c.  &G.  The  next  place  you  dine  you  may  make 
a  figure  with  thefe  names,  and  filence  even  Robin 
Lejlie  *.  But  a  pox  upon  learnings  I  fay.  It  is 
enough  to  turn  a  man's  head.  I  have  a  great 
mind  to  have  done  with  it;  for  the  devil  a  thing 
is  to  be  got  by  it,    Idcirco  Hbris  valedico. 

I  cannot^  now  my  memory  ferves  mcj  omit  an 
account  of  fome  learned  phyficians,  which  I  read 
of  in  Other  authors,  'Di%.  Hermannus  Conringius^ 
Lucas  SchrochiuSy  Melchiro  Sehizius^  Sebajiian  Sche^ 
fferus^  Guernerus  Rolfinckius,  Hbffmannus  Jltorfi^ 
Seb,  jovius  Lugahi,  Feirus  Dapples^  Theodore  Ker- 
chringius^  Regnerus  de  Graef^  Swammerda^  Jntonius 
ScarelliUSy  HieronymUs  Copelazziy  jacobus  Gonzaio^ 
Bentardinus  Aialacreda^  Johannes  Petrus  Lotichius^ 
Chrijiianus  Keekins^  ^Julius  Richeltus^  Joan,  Chrijloph, 
Vaganfeilius^  Jacobus  Kerfcherus^  Jntonius  Magli- 
abechiusy  and  many  others*  Pray  afk  Graitan  hoW 
many  of  thefe  he  has  read. 

You  fay  (1  thank  you  for  that)  That  you  know 
nobody.  No  matter  for  that ;  fo  much  the  bettei* 
for  me,  becaufe  I  know  every  body  knows  you^ 
and  therefore  more  likely  to  fucceed  in  fubfcrip- 

*  Mr.  LeJIie  was  the  moft  incefTant  talker,  one  of 
them,  in  the  world,  However,  he  had  a  great  variety 
#f  learning,  and  talked  well. 
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tions  for  mice  cool.  Pray  is  this  letter  lang 
enough  ?  If  it  be  not,  fend  it  bade,  and  1  will 
fill  the  other  fide.  In  the  mean  time  I  remaia 
your  moft  obedient  and  very  humble  ferve  aunt, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN* 

Mice  or  vice  two  aw^l  my  if  rends.  * 
Send  me  word  what  a  clock  it  is,  that  I  may 
fet  my  watch  by  yOurs. 

LETTER  LXXXV. 


Dr.  KfNG  ta  Dr.  Swift, 


^    SIR,  London,  20th  Sept.  1735. 

]^  O  O  N  after  I  came  into  England  I  was  obliged 
to  crofs  the  feas  again,  and  go  into  France,  uponr 
a  bufincfs  of  confequence  to  my  private  affairs.  I 
am  but  juft  returned  to  this  place,  where  I  have 
met  with  your  letter  of  2ifl:  of  laft  month.  Since' 
you  are  fo  kind  as  to  repeat  the  promife  you  made 
me  when  I  was  in  Ireland^  I  Qiall  expert  the  paper 
with  the  greateft  impatience.  While  I  was  read- 
ing your  letter,  a  perfon  called  on  me,  who  does 
bufmefs  for  you.  I  was  in  hopes  he  had  brought 
it  with  him :  but  he  told  me,  it  would  be  fent  by 
another  hand.  1  will  fay  nothing  more  of  it  here, 
than  that  I  am  very  fure  it  wi!l  pleafe  the  public, 
and  do  honour  to  the  author. 

The  gentleman,  concerning  whom  you  en- 
quire, is  a  member  of  our  hall';  but  I  h^ve  never 
yet  feen  him.  He  had  left  Oxford  about  the  time 
I  came  from  Dublin^  to  fpend  the  Summer  vaca- 
tion in  HcrefdrdJJnre.  My  fon,  who  is  well  ac- 
quarnted  with  him,  aflures  me  that  he  is  very  fo- 
ber,  that  he  ftudies  hard,  and  eonftantly  attends 
the  exercifes  of  the  houfe.    But  I  ihall  be  able 

to 
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to  give  you  a  more  particular  account  of  him  the 
"  next  term,  when  I  ftiall  probably  meet  him  irl 
the  hall :  and  he  fliall  find  me  ready  to  do  him 
any  kind  of  fervice  that  may  be  in  my  power. 

I  don't  know  whether  my  law-fuit  will  force 
me  into  Ireland  again  the  next  term  :  as  yet  I  have 
not  received  any  fummons  from  my  managers.  I 
Ihould  indeed  be  well  pleafed  to  defer  my  journey 
till  the  next  Springy  for  Dublin  is  not  a  very  good 
winter  abode  for  a  water  drinker.  However,  1  do 
not  negleft  my  defence,  efpecially  that  part  of  it 
which  you  mention  *.  It  is  now  ih  fuch  for- 
wardnefs,  that  as  I  compute,  it  will  be  finiflied 
in  fix  weeks  at  fartheft.  There  are  fome  altera- 
tions, which  I  hope  you  will  approve. 
*  1  rejoice  to  hear  that  the  honeft  Doftor  f  hath 
good  fuccefs  in  his  new  fchool.  If  the  load  of 
his  baggage  fliould  endanger  his  veffel  again,  I 
think  he  hath  no  other  remedy  left,  but  to  throw 
it  into  the  fea.  What  is  he  doing  with  his  hons 
mots  ?  and  when  does  he  defign  to  fend  them 
abroad  ? 

My  fon,  who  is  very  proud  to  be  in  your 
thoughts,  defires  me  to  prefent  his  mofi:  humble  • 
fervice  to  you.    I  am,  with  great  truth.  Sir,  your 
moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

W.  K. 

*  This  alludes  to  The  Toajl,  a  fatirical  Poem,  to 
which  Dr.  King  was  iriiligated  by  fome  monftrous 
ufage  that  he  had  received  from  his  antagonifts  in  the 
fuit. 

f  Sheridan^ 
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LETTER  LXXXVL 
Mr.  MoTTE  to  Dr.  Swift. 

M HONOURED  SIR,         London,  Oa.  4th,  1735. 
RS.  Launcelot^  who  dined  with  me  to  day, 
and  defired  me  to  prefent.her  humble  fervice, 
fhewed  me  part  of  a  letter  from  you,  which  gave 
me  fo  much  concern,  that  I  would  not  let  a  poft 
flip  without  writing  to  you  upon  the  fubje(£t  of  it. 
You  are  pleafed  to  exprefs  an  apprehenfion,  that 
Mrs.  Fentons  money  has  not  been  regularly  paid, 
becaufe  you  have  not  heard  from  me  for  above  a 
twelvemonth,    1  hope  I  have  accounted  to  your 
fatisfaclion  for  my  filence  in  a  letter  which  Mrs. 
Hyde  delivered  to  you  fince  the  date  of  yours  to 
Mrs.  Launcelot :  and  as  to  Mrs.  FentorCs  annuity, 
1  have  pun£lual!y  paid  it,  and  fhall  continue  to 
do  fo  until  I  receive  your  commands  to  the  con-^ 
trary.     The  next  payment  will  be  called  for  a 
few  days  after  the  firft  of  Nov,  and  unlefs  you 
forbid  it  before  that  time,  I  (hall  pay  it.  Mr. 
Fenton^  her  fon,  who  receives  it,  is  a  man  of 
worth  and  honour,  and  I  am  perfuaded  will  re- 
turn me  the  money,  fiiould  it  be  paid  him  from 
any  other  quarter.     I  am  furprized  to  find  by 
Mrs,  Hyde  that  my  laft,  which  was  written  the 
latter  end  of  ^uly^  had  fo  flow  a  paflage,  as  not 
to  come  to  your  hand  until  the  13th  of  Septem- 
ber, 

I  have  been  fo  particular  (I  fear  even  to  tedl- 
oufnefs)  in  that  letter,  that  I  have  nothing  to 
add,  but  a  repetition  of  the  fincere  profeffion  I 
there  made,  that  I  am,  with  all  poffible  gra- 
titude, truth,  and  fmcerity,  Sir,  your  obliged  and 
obedient  humble  fervant, 

B.  MOTTE. 

Vol.  VL  P 
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LETTER  LXXXVII. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift. 

ID  E  A  R  S  I  R,  Oaober  5th,  17^5. 

N  the  firft  place  I  was  heartily  rejoiced  to  fee 
your  letter,  for  I  was  afraid  you  were  not  well. 
Now  I  fhall  anfwer  as  much  as  my  time  will 
permit ;  (but  before  I  proceed,  remember  I  ex- 
pect you  here  next  Saturday  ;  for  I  am  both  in 
humour  and  capacity  to  receive  you.  I  lhall  get 
your  anfwer  on  Ihurfday  next,  and  then  I  (hall 
go  as  far  as  Virginia  to  meet  you.  Leave  Dublin 
on  Wednejaay  ;  ride  to  Dunjhaglan  that  day,  12 
miles.  Prom  thence  to  Navan  on  Thurfday^  11 
miles.  A  Friday  to  Virginia^  15  miles,  where  I 
will  meet  you  that  evening  with  a  couple  of  bot- 
tles of  the  beft  wine  in  Ireland^  and  a  piece  of 
my  own  mutton,  ^c,  A  Saturday  morning  we 
fet  out  for  Cavan^  where  you  will  find  dinner 
ready  at  your  arrival.  Bring  a  cheefe-toafter  to 
do  a  mutton  chop  now  and  then  \  and  do  not 
forget  fome  rice  \  we  have  none  good  here  ;  but 
»11  other  eatables  in  perfeflion)  I  beg  pardon  for 
the  long  foregoing  parenthefis  (the  next  fhall  be 
fhorter)  you  fee  it  was  neceflary.  Ure  Dolis  a 
de  vel  it  hinc.  Mi  mollis  ab  uti,  aa  angeli  fe. 
An  has  fine  iis,  a  fine  face,  ab  re  aft  as  no,  a 
belli  fora  que  en.  An  di  me  quis  mi  molli  as  I 
pies.  As  for  your  jogg  Ralph  Eye,  I  may  fay 
without  vanity,  that  I  exceed  you  as  far  as  from 
Eaft  to  Weft.  Firft  with  fubmiffion,  you  fliould 
have  begun  wiih  tbQ  Poles  Are  Tick  Ann  Tarr 
Tick,  next  the  May  read  dye  Ann,  the  Eak 
water,  the  whore  Eyes  on,  the  Eak  lip  Tick, 
the  Trow  Pick  of  can  fir,  the  Trow  pick  of 
Cap  rye  corn,  or  Cap  Rick  horn,  the  tw^elve' 
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fignes  Are  I  eafe.  Tower  us,  Jay  me  knee,  Can 
Sir,  lay  O,  Veer  goe,  lye  braw  (quoth  the  Scotch- 
man)   Sage  it  aie  eye  us.  Cap  wrye  corn  us, 
hack  weary  us,  and  pils  is;  together  WMth  Cull 
ewers.  Zounds,  and  Ch'mb  bats,  &c.  &c.  In 
order  to  give  you  a  full  idea  of  the  chief  towns 
in  Europe^  I  fliall  only  mention  fome  of  lord  Pe- 
terborough's rambles.     He  had  like  to  break  al 
\jifbon  in  Portugal  :  he  Mad  rid  through  Spain  : 
he  could  not  find  Room  in  Italy  :  he  v/as  Conjtant 
in  a  pull  among  the  Turks  :   he  met  with  his 
name  fake  Peter  s  burgh  in  MuTk  O  vye :  he  had 
like  to  Crack  O  in  Poland  :  when  he  came  to  Vye 
anyy  he  did  there  jeer  many  :  in  France  he  declared 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  with  its  king  upon 
the  Par  is :  in  a  certain  northern  country  he  took 
a  frolick  to  put  on  a  Fryer's  Cope  ;  and  then  he 
was  Cope  in  Hag  in.  Pray  Dean  mark  that.  In  Hol- 
land he  met  v/ith  a  G — amjier^  — Dajn  you,  faid 
he  in  a  pafiion,  for  a  cheat  :  he  was  there  poxtfby 
whore;  and  he  cried  out.  Rot  her  dam  her.  Thus 
far  I  know  of  his  travels  to  the  Low  Countries ^ 
and  no  farther.    Thus  far  you  fee  I  am  in  hu- 
mour: although  the  Devil  be  in  one  end  of  my 
houfe,  I  defy  her,  becaufe  I  have  the  other  for 
you  and  me.    Another  thing  I  muft  promife  when 
you  come.  That  we  (hall  not  quit  our  learned 
correfpondence,  but  write  up  and  down  flairs  to 
one  another,  and  ftill  keep  on  our  agreeable  flights. 
The  Devil  take  all  the  D's  in  Chrijlendom^  for  a 
pack  of  faucy  fcabs.    When  you  are  here  you 
will  defpife  them  all  ;  and  you  (hall  be  troubled 
with  no  club,  but   fuch  as  will  keep  you  out 
of  the  dirt.     Do  not  lofe  this  good  weather, 
I  befeech  you  ;   for  every  thing  is   ready  for 
you.     If  you  do  not  like  your  lodgings,  you 
ftiall  not  pay  a  fiirihing ;  and  if-  yQu  do,  I  have 

D  %  the 


(    36  ) 

the  remedy  in  my  own  purfe.  Do  not  think  to 
fpunge  upon  me  for  any  thing  but  meat,  drink  and 
lodging;  for  I  do  afl'ure  )ou,  as  the  world  goes, 
I  can  afford  you  nothing  elfe.  Yes,  I  beg  par- 
don, I  can  give  your  horfes  good  grafs,  and  per- 
haps a  feed  of  oats  now  and  then.  My  turf  is  all 
home,  fo  is  my  corn,  but  my  hay  not  yet.  I  ex- 
pect it  on  Monday^  which  is  the  next  day  after 
Sunday^  the  very  day  you  will  receive  this,  the  day 
before  Tuefday^  and  I  hope  two  days  before  you 
begin  your  journey,  which  I  hope  will  be  an  happy 
one.  May  you  arrive  fafe,  is  the  fincere  wifli  of, 
dear  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  very  humble 
fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 

LETTER  LXXXVIII. 
Dr.   S  I  c  A  N   to  Dr.  Swift, 

HONOURED  SIR,  Paris,  Oa.  20,  1735. 

R.  Arbuihnofs  abfence  from  Paris  was  the 
occafion  of  his  not  receiving  your  kind  letter  till 
within  thefe  few  days  ;  but  upon  the  reception  of 
it,  he  treated  me  with  great  civility,  invited  me 
to  dinner,  and  enquired  very  earneftly  concerning 
your  health,  which  was  drunk  by  a  large  company  | 
then  prefent ;  for  though  you  were  pleafed  to  tell 
me  you  had  no  acquaintance  at  Paris ^  I  can  fafely 
afl&rm,  that  as  often  as  I  have  been  for  half  an 
hour  with  any  Englijh  gentleman,  fome  one  or 
other  has  had  the  vanity  to  fay  he  knew  you.  He 
has,  in  a  very  obliging  manner,  promifed  me  any 
aCTS  of  friendfliip  in  his  power,  whether  I  remain 
at  Parisy  or  ftiould  proceed  to  the  fouth  of  France-, 
iind  feems  to  be  a  gentleman  polTeft  of  a  large 
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fliare  of  wit,  good  humour,  fmcerity,  and  honefty; 
though  upon  the  clofell  inrpeition^  I  could  not 
perceive  the  hair  in  the  palm  of  his  hand.  1  have 
met  with  another  exception  to  that  rule  in  the 
chevalier  Ramfay^  who  fends  you  his  belt  refpe£ts. 
I  have  employed  the  greateft  part  of  this  fummer 
in  taking  a  view  of  every  thing  curious  wichin 
four  leagues  of  this  city;  but  fliall  not  trouble  you 
with  a  detail  of  palaces,  paintings,  ftatues,  ^c. 
as  I  flatter  myfelf  Mr.  Arhuthywi  2  friendly  folicita- 
tions,  joined  to  a  due  regard  to  your  health,  will 
prevail  upon  you  to  undertake  that;^  journey  next 
iunimer.  The  roads  are  excellent,  poft-chaifes  very 
commodious,  and  the  beds  the  beft  in  the  world ; 
but  the  face  of  the  country  in  general  is  very 
wretched  ;  of  which  I  can't  mention  a  more  lively 
inftancc  than  that  you  meet  with  wooden  flioes 
and  cottages  like  thofe  in  Ireland^  before  you  lofe 
fight  of  VerfaUles.  I  am  perfuaded,  Sir,  you  will 
find  a  particular  pleafure  in  taking  a  view  of  the 
French  noblemen's  houfes,  arinng  from  the  fimili- 
tude  between  the  good  treatment  the  Hoynhelms 
meet  with  here,  and  that  which  you  have  obferved 
in  your  former  travels.  The  fl:ables  that  Lewis  the 
fourteenth  has  built,  are  very  magnificent  ;  I 
fliould  do  them  an  injury  in  comparing  them  to 
the  palace  of  St,  jfawes's  :  yet  thef  -.  feem  but  mean 
to  any  one  who  has  feen  that  of  the  duke  of  Bourbon 
at  Chantilli^  which  lies  in  a  ftrait  line,  and  con- 
tains ftalls  for  near  a  thoufand  horfes,  with  lar^e 
intervals  between  each  ;  and  might  very  well,  at 
firft  view,  be  miftaken  for  a  noble  palace  :  fome 
hundreds  of  Tahoes  are  conftantly  employed  in 
keeping  it  clean.  But  if  any  one  would  be 
aftoniftied,  he  muft  pay  a  vifit  to  the  machine  of 
Alarly^  by  means  of  which  water  is  raifed  half 
a  mile  up  a  hill,  and  from  thence  conveyed  a 
league  further  to  Verfailles^  to  fupply  the  water- 
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works.  Leivis  might  have  favcd  this  vafl:  expencc, 
and  have  had  a  more  agree2ble  fituation,  finer  prof- 
pe£ls5  and  water  enough,  by  building  his  palace 
near  the  river;  but  then  be  w^ould  not  have  con- 
quered nature. 

Upon  reading  BaUeauh  account  of  the  Petit 
JUaifon^  or  Bedlam  of  Paris^  1  was  tempted  to  go 
fee  it :  it  is  a  low  flat  building,  without  any  upper 
rooms,  and  might  be  a  good  plan  for  that  you 
intend  to  found,  but  that  it  takes  up  a  greater 
fpace  than  the  city  perhaps  would  give  ;  this  is 
common  to  men  and  women  :  there  is  another 
vafily  more  capacious,  and  confifting  of  fever al 
ftories,  called  the  Hofpital  de  Femnies^  for  the  ufe 
of  the  fair  fex  only.  I  fhall  not  prefume  to  take 
up  any  part  of  your  time  in  defcribing  the  people 
of  Frafice^  fince  they  have  been  fo  excellently 
painted  by  Julius  Cajar^  near  two  thoufand  years 
ago  :  if  there  be  any  diiFerence,  they  are  obliged 
for  it  lo  the  taylors  and  peruke-makers.  The 
ladies  only  might  help  to  improve  the  favourable 
opinion  you  have  always  entertained  of  the  fex, 
upon  account  of  their  great  ufefulnefs  to  man- 
kind, learning,  modefty,  and  many  other  valua- 
ble qualities.  I  fliould  have  informed  you.  Sir, 
that  Mr.  Arhuthnot  enquired  very  kindly  after  Mr. 
Lejl'ie  ;  but  as  I  have  not  the  honour  to  know  that 
gentleman,  I  was  not  able  to  fatisfy  him,  but 
referred  hirp  to  jou,  who  can  do  it  much  better 
than,  Sir,  your  moll  obliged  humble  fervant. 


J,  SI  CAN. 
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LETTER  LXXXrX. 
Rev.  Mr.  Donnellan   to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Cioyne^  0£l.  31,  1735. 

' * H O U G  H  I  have  hitherto  forbore  troubling 
you  with  my  acknowledgments  for  many  favours, 
which  very  juftly  demanded  them,  yet  the  late 
application  to  the  duke  in  my  behalf,  (which  I 
had  an  account  of  from  my  fifter)  is  fuch  an  in- 
ftance  of  kindnefs  and  regard,  as  will  not  fufFcr 
me  to  be  filent :  I  mufl  beg  leave  to  return  you 
my  beft  thanks  for  it,  and  at  the  fame  time  let  you 
know  what  a  thorough  and  true  fcnfe  I  have  of 
your  goodnefs  to  me,  and  the  great  honour  you 
have  done  me  by  appearing  in  my  favour.  I  am 
fufficiendy  acquainted  v/ith  your  diflike  to  recom- 
mending, as  well  as  the  deferved  regard  that  is 
paid  to  your  judgment  and  opinion,  to  know  how 
to  fet  a  proper  value  on  both.  And  be  the  fuccefs 
of  this  affair  what  it  will,  I  think  myfelf  happy  in 
having  engaged  in  it,  as  it  has  been  the  occafion 
of  your  (hewing  that  you  honoured  me  with  fome 
fhare  of  your  friendfhip  and  regard,  which  will 
always  be  my  j^reateft  pleafure  and  praife. 

I  fuppofe,  Sir,  you  have  heard  what  an  hand- 
fome  mark  J  have  lately  received  of  the  bifhop  of 
Cloynes  favour,  and  how  handfomely  it  was  given; 
unafked,  and  unexpefted,  and  without  any  res^ard 
to  kindred  or  application.  It  is  a  very  good  pre- 
ferment, worth  at  leaft  300/.  per  annum  ;  and  is 
made  much  more  valuable  and  agreeable,  by  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  bellowed,  and  efpecially 
by  coming  from  a  perfon  whom  you  have  an 
efteem  for.    I  was  t'other  day  to  view  my  houfe, 
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shdjwas  much  pleafed  with  the  fituatlon,  which 
is  very  pretty  and  romantick.  It  ftands  on  the 
bank  of  a  fine  river,  in  a  vale  between  two  ridges 
of  hills,  that  are  very  green,  pleafant,  and  woody. 
Its  nearnefs  to  Corke  (being  within  four  miles  6f 
it)  would  make  the  deanry  of  that  place  a  very 
convenient  and  defirable .  addition,  and  was  what 
induced  niy  friends  to  think  of  it  for  me.  What 
fuccefs  their  applications  are  likely  to  meet  with,  I 
can't  fay  :  this  I  am  fure  of,  that  I  cannot  be  de- 
prived of  the  fincere  fatisfaclion  I  receive  from 
having  your  interelQ:  and  good  wilhes,  and  (hall 
always  retain  a  moft  grateful  remembrance  of 
them.  The  bifhop  of  Cloyne  Mints  you  will  ac- 
cept of  his  beft  fervices ;  and  I  beg  you  v/ill  believe 
me,  with  the  greateft  refpe£l:,  Sir,  your  moft 
obliged  and  obedient  humble  fervant, 

CHR.  DONNELLAN. 

L  E  T  T  E  R  XC. 
Mrs.  Pendarves  to  Dr.  Swift, 

SIR,  Paradife,  Nov.  S,  1735. 

J  THINK  I  have  been  a  great  while  without 
writing  to  you,  and  hope  you  are  of  my  mind,  I 
would  rather  be  chid  by  you  for  my  lilence,  than 
have  you  pafs  it  over  quietly,  for  that  would  have 
fuch  an  air  of  indifference  as  would  greatly  aliirm 
me.  Abfence  is  generally  thought  a  great  weak- 
cncr  of  inclination  :  I  am  apt  to  think  it  will 
prove  my  friend  with  ycu.  Our  acquaintance 
was  fo  feort,  I  had  not  time  to  difgrace  myfelf 
with  you.  I  was  ambitious  of  gaining  your  efteem, 
*md  put  on  all  my  beft  airs  to  effect  it :  I  left  you 
at  a  critical  moment  j  another  month's  conver- 
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fation  might  have  ruined  all.  I  ftill  beg  you  will 
encourage  your  indulgent  way  of  thinking  of  me. 
What  will  you  gain  by  difcovering  n^y  lollies  ?  and 
I  fhall  Icfe  the  honour  of  your  friendlhip  ;  which 
lofs  cannot  be  repaired  in  England  or  Ireland*  If 
Mrs.  Donnellan  is  my  true  friend,  (he  has,  by  way 
of  excufing  me,  told  you  my  diftrefs  for  my  fifter, 
which  now  J  hope  is  over.  I  refer  you  to  Mrs. 
Donnellan^ox  her  charadler  ;  and  that  will  juftify  to 
you  my  great  care  and  concern  for  her. 

I  can't  help  lamenting  Dr.  Delanys  retirement. 
I  expefled  his  benevolent  difpofition  would  not 
have  fuftered  him  to  rob  his  friends  of  the  plea* 
ftjre  and  advantage  of  his  company  :  if  you  have 
not  power  to  draw  him  from  his  folitude,  no  other 
perfon  can  pretend  lo  do  it.  I  v/as  in  hopes  the 
weekly  meetings  would  have  been  renewed  and 
continued.  Mrs,  Donnellan  is  much  difappointcd, 
and  I  fear  I  am  no  longer  a  toaft. 

I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  a  reafonable 
creature  may  live  with  more  comfort  and  credit  in 
Dublin  th2Ln  in  London;  as  much  convinced  of  it 
as  that  I  fliould  be  richer  with  eight  hundred 
pounds  a  year  than  four.  But  to  what  purpofe 
is  it  for  me  to  regret  my  poverty  ?  My  lot  is 
thrown  on  Englijh  ground  ;  I  have  no  pretence  to 
fly  my  country:  furnifh  me  with  one,  and  you 
have  laid  temptations  enough  in  my  way  to  miake 
me  ready  to  embrace  it. 

I  have  been  two  months  in  this  place,  which 
has  all  the  advantages  of  the  country  ;  as  quietnefs, 
cheapnefs,  and  wholefome  air.  I  ufe  a  good  deal 
of  exercife  in  the  morning  ;  in  the  evening  I  read 
a  play  with  an  audible  voice.  I  am  now  reading 
Beaujnont  and  Fletcher*^  works  :  they  entertain  me 
exCiemely.  Sometimes  I  read  a  little  philofophj^ 
Derham^  ledures  :  m?.ny  things  are  too  abftrufe 
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for  me  in  that  fludy  ;  but  I  fancy  myfelf,  in  fomc 
refpefts,  much  wifer  than  I  was  before  I  read  them. 
If  you  don't  approve  of  my  ftudies,  I  hope  you 
will  recommend  what  you  think  will  be  more  to 
my  advantage. 

I  am  forry  to  find,  by  your  letter,  that  Mrs. 
Donnellan  does  not  fee  you  often  :  flie  cannot  be 
pleafed  with  a  fituation  that  prevents  her  having 
that  fatisfadion.  I  depended  upon  your  meeting 
often  ;  and  what  is  more,  upon  being  fometimes 
the  fubjeit  of  your  converfuion.  I  am  glad  to 
hear  of  her  brother's  promotion  :  he  very  well  de- 
ferves  good  fortune  ;  he  knows  how  to  enjoy  it 
handfomely,  and  fcorns  to  court  it  meanly.  I 
think  I  have  made  you  a  country  vifit :  if  I  have 
not  quite  tired  you,  1  hope  you  will  foon  challenge 
another :  I  know  you  pay  me  a  great  compliment 
in  writing  ;  and,  if  I  was  very  well  bred,  1  ought 
not  to  infift  upon  your  doing  any  thing  that  may 
give  you  trouble  ;  but  I  only  confider  my  own  ad- 
vantage, and  cannot  give  up  a  correfpondence  I 
value  fo  much.  I  am,  Sir,  your  moft  obliged  and 
humble  fervant, 

M.  PENDARVES. 

LETTER  XCI. 
Dr.  Swift  and   Dr.  Sheridan  to  Mrs. 

W  H  I  T  E  W  A  Y. 

Thofe  parfs  of  the  letter  marked  thus      and  concluding  thus  " 
were  written  by  Dr.  Sheridan, 

MA  DA  M,  Nov.  S,  1735. 

^  0  V.  3,  to  Duv.fDallan^  twelve  long  miles, 
very  weary  ;  Nov.  4,  to  Kelh^  fixteen  miles,  ten, 
times  wearier  ;  the  5th,  to  Crofs-keys^  feventeen 
long  miles,  fifty  times  wearier  j  the  6th,  to  Cavan^ 
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five  miles,  wearleft  of  all  :  Yet  I  baited  every 
day,  And  dined  where  I  lay  ;  and  this  very  day 
I  am  weary,  and  my  fhin  bad,  yet  I  never  looked 
on  it.    I  have  been  now  the  third  day  at  Cavan^ 
the  Dodor's  Canaan^  the  dirtieft  place  I  ever  faw, 
with  the  worft  wife  and  daughter,  and  the  mofl: 
curfed  fluts  and  fervants  on  this  fide  Scotlaitd.  Let 
the  Do£tor  do  his  part.        Not  quite  fo  bad,  I 
affiire  you,  although  his  teal  was  fpoiled  in  the 
roafting  :  and  I  can  alTure  you  that  the  dirt  of 
our  ftreets  is  not  quite  over  his  flioes,  fo  that 
he  can  walk  dry.    If  he  would  wear  golafiies, 
as  I  do,  he  would  have  no  caufe  of  complaint. 
As  for  my  wife  and  daughter,  I  have  nothing 
to  fay  to  them,   and  therefore   nothing  to 
anfwer  for  them.    1  hope,  when  the  weather 
mends,  that  every  thing  will  be  better,  except 
"  the  two  before  mentioned.    Now  the  Dean  is 
"  to  proceed/'    In  fhort,  but  not  literally  in 
Jkort^  1  got  hither,   not  fafe  and  found,  but  fafe 
and  fore.    Looking  in  my  equipage  I  faw  a  great 
pacquet  that  weighed  a  pound  :  1  thought  it  was 
iron,  but  found  it  Spanijh  liquorice,  enough  to 
ferve  this  whole  county  who  had  coughs  for  nine 
years.    My  Beaft  told  me  it  was  you  forced  him 
to  put  it  all  up.    Pray  go  fometimes  to  the  deanry, 
and  fee  how  the  world  goes  there.  The  Do£tor  is 
philofopher  above  all  oeconomy,  like  philofopber 
IVehber.    I  am  drawing  him  into  a  little  clean- 
linefs  about  his  houfe.    The  cook  roafted  this  day 
a  fine  teal  to  a  cinder ;  for  the  wife  and  daughter 
faid,  they  did  not  know  but  I  loved  it  Well  roafted. 
The  Dodtor,  fince  his  laft  illnefs,  complains  that 
he  hath  a  ftraitnefs  in  his  breaft,  and  a  difficulty 
in  breathing.    Pray  give  him  your  advice,  and  I 
will  write  to  your  brother  Heljham  this  poft  for 
his.    Write  me  no  news  of  the  club,  and  get  one 

of 
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oY  them  to  frank  your  letters,  that  they  may  be 
worth  reading.        Dear  Madam,  I  beg  you  may 
rather  think  me  like  the  Devil,  or  my  wife, 
than  Webber.   I  do  affure  you  that  my  houfe, 
and  all  about  it,  is  clean  in  Pctentia,    If  vou 
do  not  underftand  fo  much  logic,  Mr.  Har- 
nfon  *  wiil  tell  you  ;  but  I  fuppofe  you  igno- 
rant  of  nothing  but  doing  any  thing  wrong. 
Be  pleafed  to  fend  me  one  of  your  fatteft  pige- 
ons  in  a  poft  letter,  and  I  v/ill  fend  you  in  re- 
turn  a  fat  goofe,  under  cover  to  one  of  the  club. 
The  Dean  may  fay  what  he  pleafes  of  my  Ay 
Con  O  my  ;  but  I  afliire  you  I  have  this  mo- 
ment  in  my  houfe,  a  quarter  of  fat  beef,  a  fat 
fheep,  two  mallards,  a  duck,  and  a  teal,  be- 
fides  fome  fowl  in  fquadrons.    I  wifli  you  v/ere 
here.    Afk  the  Dean  if  I  have  not  fine  ale, 
table  drink,  good  wine,  and  a  new  pair  of 
tables.    Now  hear  the  Dean."    It  grows  dark, 
and  I  cannot  read  one  fyllable  of  what  the  Doctor 
laft  writ  ;  but  conclude  all  to  be  a  parcel  of  lies. 
How  are   eldeft  m after  and    mifs  ?    with  your 
clerk  and  fchool-boy  ?  So  God  blefs  you  all.  If 
the  Doftor  hath  any  thing  more  to  fay,  let  him 
conclude,  as  I  do,  with  aflurance  that  I  am  ever, 
with  great  affeclion,  yours,  ^ffc. 

Read  as  you  can,  for  I  believe  I  have  made 
forty  miftakes.  Dire£l  for  me  at  Doctor  Sheri^ 
dan's^  in  Cavnn  ;  but  let  a  club-man  frank  it,  as 
I  do  this.    Mr.  Rochfort  is  my  franker  :  yours  may 

be  geneial  ,  or  feme  other  (great  beaft  of  a) 

hero.  My  two  puppies  have,  in  the  whole  jour- 
ney, overpuppied  their  puppyfhips.  Moft  abo- 
minable bad  firing  ;  nothing  but  wet  turf.  The 
*^  devil  a  lie  I  writ,  nor  will  I  write  to  the  end 
of  my  life.    May  all  happinefs  attend  you  and 


*  Mrs.  Whitenvay^s  eldefl;  fon. 
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your  family.  I  am,  with  all  good  wifhes  and 
«^  affection,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 

You  were  plaguy  faucy  who  did  not  like  my 
nuts  :  I  do  afTure  you  my  dog  Lampey 
cracks  them  3  the  Dean  is  my  witnefs.'' 

LETTER  XCn. 
From  fome  unknown  Lady  to  Dr.  Swift* 

HON.  SIR,  Caftletown,  Nov.  9,  i735t 

E  X  C  U  S  E  a  ftranger's  addrefs ;  nothing  but 
the  opinion  I  have  of  your  generofity  and  huma- 
nity could  encourage  me  to  lay  before  you  the 
inclofed  poem,  being  the  produ6l  of  a  woman's 
pen  1  fee  the  ftvere  ftrokes  you  lay  on  the 
faulty  part  of  our  fex,  from  which  number  I  do 
not  pretend  to  exempt  myfelf ;  yet  venture  to  de- 
fire  your  judgment  of  this  little  unfinifhed  piece, 
which  I  fend  you  without  giving  myfelf  the  lei- 
fure  to  correfl  it,  willing  that  your  hand  fliould 
befiow  the  laft  beauties.  The  mufe  is  my  beft 
companion  ;  and  if  you  compaffionate  the  defolate, 
permit  me  this  fatisfa£tion,  fince  a  book  and  a 
lonely  walk  are  all  the  gratifications  I  afFord  my 
fenfes,  though  not  dulled  with  years.  I  muft  en- 
treat you  to  throw  away  two  or  three  lines  in 
anfwer  to  this  ;  and  beg  leave  to  conceal  my 
name,  till  I  have  the  honour  of  writing  to  you 
again  ;  which  if  you  will  allow,  1  fliall  trouble 
you  with  a  view  of  feveral  fketches  that  1  writ 

*  The  Poem  is  loft, 

occafionally^ 
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dccafionally,  and  will  no  longer  conceal  the  name 
of,  Honoured  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 

M.  M. 

Sir,  direct  to  Mrs.  Mary  Moran^  at  Cajile-town^ 
nesir  Gorey^  in  the  County  of  Wexford^ 

LETTER  XCIV. 
Mrs.  Whiteway  to  Dr.  Swift* 

SIR,.  Nov.  Stb,  1735. 

I  K  N  O  W  the  moment  you  took  this  letter 
into  your  hand  what  you  faid,  which  was,  Pox 
on  all  Irijh  writers,  and  Irijh  letters.  It  is  very 
little  trouble  I  am  going  to  give  you,  only  be 
pleafed  to  anfwer  the  following  queftions.  How 
does  your  leg  do  ?  How  is  your  head  ?  How  is 
your  ftomach  ?  How  many  days  were  you  on  the 
road  ?  How  did  you  lye  ?  How  does  Dr.  Sheri^ 
dan  f  How  do  you  like  Cavan  ?  And  how  do  all 
the  good  vidluals  Dr.  Sheridan  promifed  you  turn 
out  ?  *  And  now,  Sir,  I  beg  you  will  be  pleafed 
to  fuppofe  that  I  began  my  letter  by  intreating  the 
favour  of  hearing  from  you ;  and  if  that  is  too 
great  an  honour  for  me,  that  you  will  order  fome- 
body  elfe  to  do  it.  Dr.  Sheridan  would  give  fix- 
pence  I  would  afk  who,  rife  ofF  his  chair,  make 
me  a  low  bow,  and  uncover^  to  have  the  opportu- 
nity of  telling  me. 

Now  to  write  politely,  when  I  change  my  fub- 
jedl,  I  always  break  off,  and  begin  a  new  para- 
graph. 

*  A  cant  expreffion,  much  ufed  in  thofe  times  upon 
all  occafions.  aad  here  ridiculed. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Waller  has  printed  an  advertifement,  ofFer- 
ing  ten  guineas  reward  to  any  perfon  that  will 
difcover  the  author  of  a  paragraph,  laid  to  be  the 
cafe  of  one  Mr.  Throp.    I  don't  know  whether 
you  heard  any  thing  of  fuch  an  affair  before  you 
left  town,  but  I  think  it  is  faid  there  is  fome  trial 
to  be  about  it  before  the  houfe  of  commons,  either 
next  week,  or  the  week  following.    I  beg  you 
will  not  leave  your  papers  and  letters  on  the  table, 
as  you  ufed  to  do  at  the  deanry,  for  boys  and  girls 
and  wives  will  be  peeping  ;  particularly  be  pleafed 
to  take  care  of  mine.    It  is  certain  I  write  cor- 
redlly,   and  with  a  great  deal  of  method  ;  but 
however  I  am  afraid  of  CurL    Dr.  Sheridan  has 
my  free  leave  to  read  this,  on  condition  he  burns 
it  inftantly  ;  but  firft  let  him  take  notice  of  all  the 
compliments  I  make  him.    May  be  you  imagine 
that  if  you  anfwer  this,  you  will  be  no  more 
plagued  with  my  letters  ;  but  I  have  learned  from 
Adolly  t  never  to  have  done  with  my  demands  on 
you  :  therefore  write,  or  not  write,  (unlefs  you 
command  otherwife)  you  fhall  hear  once  a  week 
from.  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  moft  obliged 
humble  fervant, 

MARTHA  WHITEWAY. 

Molly  is  juft  come  from  the  Deanry  :  everything 
is  in  good  order.  She  faw  Mrs.  Ridgeway 
there.  Young  Harrlfon  and  his  fifter  prefent 
you  their  moft  obedient  refpe£ts. 

f  'Mifs  Uarrif9n, 
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L  JE  T  T  E  R  XCIV. 
Dr.  Swift  and  Dr.  Sheridan  to  Mrs. 

W  H  I  T  E  W  A  Y. 
DEAR  MADAM,  Cavan,  Nov.  15,  1735. 

I  W  R  I T  the  above  lines  in  the  dark,  and 
cannot  read  them  by  a  candle  :  what  I  meant  was, 
to  boaft  of  having  written  to  you  firft,  and  given 
you  a  full  account  of  my  journey.    I  inclofed  it 
in  a  cover  to  Mr.  Rochfort^  in  which  I  defired  he 
would  fend  it  to  your  houfe :  the  Dodtor  had  his 
fhare  in  the  letter :  although  we  could  not  give 
fatisfa£lion  to  all  your  queftions,  I  now  will  to 
to  fome.    My  leg  is  rather  worfe  ;  but  an  honeft 
man,  an  apothecary  here,  fays  it  begins  to  ripen, 
and  it  is  in  no  manner  of  danger  :  but  I  ventured 
to  walk,  which  inflamed  it  a  little.    I  now  keep 
my  leg  upon  a  level,  and  the  eafier  becaufe  the 
weather  is  fo  foul  that  I  cannot  walk  at  all. 
This  is  the  dirtieft  town,  and,  except  fome  few, 
the  dirtieft  people  I  ever  faw,  particularly  the 
miftrefs,  daughter,    and  fervants  of  this  houfe. 
My  puppy  butler  is  very  happy,  by  finding  him- 
felf  among  a  race  of  fools  almoft  as  nafty  as  him- 
felf.    I  muft  now  put  you  upon  travelling.  You 
muft  enquire  where  Shale  my  wine  merchant  lives, 
and  order  him  to  have  the  twelve  dozen  of  wine 
in  bottles  ready  packt  up.    It  muft  be  the  wine 
that  was  two  months  in  bottles  (as  he  aflured  me) 
before  I  left  Dublin :  for  thefe  a  carrier  will  be 

ready 
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i^cady  next  week  to  bring  them  hither.  The  deanery 
woman  muft  be  ready,  and  Kenrick  and  Laud  muft 
aflift  i  and  the  carrier  muft  take  them  from  Shale's 
cellar,  ready  packt  up.  My  fervice  to  mifs  Har-^ 
rifon.  Pray  fend  her  hither  by  the  firft  carrier  ; 
and  give  her  eighteen-pence  to  bear  her  charges  ; 
of  which  I  will  pay  three-pence,  and  the  Dodor 
intends  to  pay  an6ther  penny.  By  the  condu£l  of 
this  family,  I  apprehend  the  day  of  judgment  is 
approaching  ;  the  father  againft  the  daughter,  the 
wife  againft  the  hufband,  ^c.  I  battle  as  well  as 
I  can,  but  in  vain ;  and  you  lhall  change  my 
name  to  Doctor  Shift.  We  abound  in  wild  fowl^ 
by  the  goodnefs  of  a  gentleman  in  this  town,  who 
fhoots  ducks,  teal,  woodcocks,  fnipes,  hares^  &c. 
for  us.  Our  kitchen  is  a  hundred  yards  from  the 
houfe  \  but  the  way  is  foft,  and  fo  fond  of  our 
fhoes,  that  it  covers  them  with  its  favours.  My 
firft  attempt  was  to  repair  the  Summer  Houfe^  and 
make  the  way  paffable  to  it ;  whereupon  Boreas 
was  fo  angry,  that  he  blew  off"  the  roof.  This  is 
the  feventh  day  of  my  landing  here,  of  which  we 
have  had  two  and  a  half  tolerable.  The  Do£lor 
is  at  fchool  ;  when  he  comes  I  will  enquire  who 

is  this  romantic  chevalier  .    As  to  Waller''^ 

advertifement,  if  I  was  in  town  I  would,  for  the 
ten  guineas,  let  him  know  the  author  of  the  nar- 
rative; and  I  wilh  you  would,  by  a  letter  ia  an 
unknown  hand,  inform  him  of  what  I  fay ;  for  I 
want  the  money  to  repair  feme  deficiencies  here* 
My  fervice  to  mifs  Harrifon  and  the  Doilor  *,  and 
my  love  to  the  two  boys.  1  ihall  ftill  inclofe  to 
"John  Rochfort^  except  he  fails  in  fending  you  my 
letters.  Service  to  Mrs.  Morgan ;  I  hope  her 
hufband's  man  has  prevailed  to  be  of  the  club* 


•  Young  Mr,  Harrifon. 

Vol.  VI.  E 


Adieu. 
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Adieu.  Pray  take  care  of  the  wine,  on  which 
my  health  depends.    Beg  a  duck  from  the  do£tor. 

Beg  a  duck  !  beg  a  dozen.    You  f  haft 

not  beg,  but  corr.mand.    The  Dean  may  talk 
of  the  dirtinefs  of  this  town  ;  but  I  can  afilire, 
that  he  had  more  upon  his  fhoes  yefterday  than 
"  is  at  the  worft  in  our  corporation,  wherever 
he  got  it.    As  for  my  part,  I  am  tired  of  him, 
for  I  can  never  get  him  out  of  the  dirt ;  and 
*^  that  my  fiairs,  and  the  poor  cleanly  maids,  knov/ 
*^  very  well.    You  know  that  he  talks  ironically. 
My  wife  and  I  are  perfedly  eafy  ;  for  we  never 
fee  one  another  but  by  chance,  ^c'* 

LETTER  XCV. 
Mrs.  S  I  c  A  N   to  Dr.  Swift. 

REV.   SIR,  Nov.  15,  1735. 

A  GENTLEMAN,  who  is  juft  arrived  from 
Paris^  brought  me  a  letter  from  my  fon,  who 
prefents  hjs  duty  to  you,  and  defires  me  to  fend 
you  the  inclofed.  1  am  fure  I  was  glad  of  any 
occafion  to  write  to  you,  in  hopes  of  the  pleafure 
of  hearing  you  were  well,  and  arrived  fafe  at  the 
land  of  Canaan,  The  hurt  you  received  in  your 
(hin,  I  was  afraid  would  prevent  your  going  out 
of  tov/n  :  I  beg  to  know*how  it  is  now.  I  believe 
you  v/ill  be  pleafed  to  hear  poor  Thrcp  has  juftice 
done  him  in  College-Grscn,  The  trial  lafted  till 
midnight,  and  two  thirds  of  the  houfe  were  for 
him  :  he  is_  now  going  to  petition  the  houfe  to 
oblige  Col.  IVaikr  to  wave  his  privilege ;  but  it  is 
thought  he  will  not  obtain  that  favQur, 

8  Lady 
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Lady  Achefon  came  to  town  yefterday*  Shd 
defired  mc  to  preient  her  bcft  refpeils  to  you,  and 
tell  you  flie  is  fomething  better.  Lord  Orrery  is 
frettino-  himfelf  to  death  that  he  did  not  come  to 
town  time  enough  to  enjoy  the  happinefs  of  your 
converfation.  Our  Irijh  ladies  made  a  fine  ap- 
pearance the  birth- day  at  the  caftle  ;  nothing 
about  them  /r//7j  but  their  fouls  and  bodies  :  I  think 
they  may  be  compared  to  a  city  on  fife,  which 
Ihines  by  that  which  deftroys  them.  Several 
dealers  in  raw  filk  are  broke  :  the  weavers,  having 
no  encouragement  to  work  up  the  filk,  fold  it, 
and  drank  the  money.  I  beg  you  will  give  my 
fervice  to  Dr.  Sheridait^  who  I  hope  is  recovered. 
His  old  friend  lord  Clancarty  drinks  fo  hard,  it  is 
believed  he  will  kill  himfelf  before  his  law-fuit  is 
ended.  I  hope  you  will  like  the  country  about 
month,  and  then  order  Mrs.  Wbiteway  and  me  to 
bring  a  coach  and  fix  and  fetj^ou  fafe  at  home,  for 
this  is  no  riding  weather.  I  am^  with  the  moil 
profound  refpedt,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  obliged 
humble  fervant, 

E.   S  I  C  A  N. 

LETTER  XCVL 
Mrs.  Whiteway  to  Dr.  S  w  i  r  T* 

SIR,  Nov.  15,  1735. 

Jam  moft  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  th^ 
honour  you  have  done  me,  and  the  account  is 
juft  what  I  feared,  that  you  would  be  exceffive 
Weary,  your  fliin  bad,  and  difippointed  in  the 
Doctor's  Canaan.  The  latter  I  am  forry  is  not 
agreeable  to  you,  but  your  {hin  gives  me  infinite 
trouble.    I  hope  in  God  you  have  taken  care  of 

E  2  it : 
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it :  if  it  h  any  running  fore,  drefs  it  twice  a  day 
with  Femes  turpentine,  and  the  yolk  of  an  egg 
beaten  together,  an  equal  quantity  of  each.  Spread 
it  thick  on  a  cloth,  and  bathe  it  once  a  da'y  in 
warm  milk  :  if  it  is  only  black  and  painful,  apply 
warm  rum  to  it  often.  Pray,  Sir,  give  orders 
your  meat  may  be  indifferently  done  ;  and  if  the 
cook  fails,  then  defire  it  may  be  ill  done  ;  I  have 
known  this  receipt  very  fuccefsful,  and  a  dinner 
eaten  with  pleafure  cooked  with  thefe  directions. 
You  are  very  rude,  Doftor  Sheridan^  to  interrupt 
-  me  when  I  am  fpeaking  to  the  Dean  :  no  wonder 
I  am  fo  bad  a  liftner,  when  you  are  always  putting 
in  your  ward.  Pox  take  that  ftraitrrefs  in  your 
breaft,  and  difficulty  in  breathing.  Drink  warm 
ptifan,  and  nothing  elfe,  except  liquorice  tea  in 
the  morning,  and  ride  every  day.  Sir,  I  know 
nothing  of  the  Spanijh  liquorice,  unlefs  it  came 
with  the  reft  of  the  things  from  the  apothecary's, 
or  Mrs.  Sican :  but  fo  far  your  fervant  is  right, 
that  what  bundles  I  found  on  the  bed,  I  put  up  : 
I  was  wrong  that  I  did  not  examine  them>  I'et 
Dr.  Sheridan  take  it  plentifully,  it  is  very  good  for 
him.  I  was  at  the  Deanry  two  days  ago  ;  every 
thing  is  right  there  ;  the  floor  you  lie  in  is  al! 
clean,  and  I  defired  Mrs.  Ridgeway  to  get  the 
^rcat  chair  covered,  and  Jane  to  put  a  fire  once  a 
week  in  your  chamber,  and  in  the  drawing-room, 
to  air  the  ladies  and  gentlemen.  One  of  the  in- 
clofed  papers  Mr.  Kenrick  defired  me  to  fend  ;  you 
fee  I  keep  to  my  word,  and  am  determined  never 
to  trouble  you  with  other  people'^s  bufmefs.  The 
vengeance  take  you,  do£lor,  will  you  never  be 
ijuiet  ?  I  teil  you  I  have  never  a  fat  pigeon  for 
you,  your  goofe  I  will  not  have  5  we  are  over^ 
ftocjfced  with  them ;  but  I  fend  you  Col.  fValler's 
cafe,  that  came  before  the  houfe  on  Thurfday.  I 

believe. 
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believe  you  will  wonder  that  after  the  heavy 
charges  laid  on  Mr.  Throp  fo  juftly  by  the  Col. 
•that  he  was  not  ordered  into  cuftody  ;  but  to  the 
furprize  of  every  body  the  chairman  was  voted  out 
of  the  chair  at  one  of  the  clock  in  the  morning, 
and  fo  the  afFair  ended.  It  is  true,  there  was  a 
miftake  of  about  a  month  between  Col.  iVallcr'^ 
account  and  Mr,  T-brop's  in  the  ferving  of  a  fub- 
poena  ;  and  I  think  it  was  a  fcandalous  thing, 
that  a  worthy  member's  word  fnould  not  be  taken 
before  a  little  parfon's  oath.  I  fuppofe  you  expe£t 
I  fliould  anfv/er  yoisr  logic  and  compliments  ;  but 
do  you  think  I  have  nothing  elfe  to  employ  me 
but  tcifling  away  my  time  in  murdering  the 
language  with  your  ay  Con  O  my's  ?  I  am  no 
more  a  lyar  than  yourfelf ;  therefore  you  are 
obliged  to  accept  of  my  beft  wifhes  and  mofl: 
humble  refpeiis  :  fo  I  have  done  with  you  thi^s 
time  for  good  and  all.  Mr.  Dean,  I  am  fure 
Rochefaucaulfs  maxim  never  fails  :  I  am  this 
moment  an  inftance  of  it,  taking  a  fecret  pleafure 
in  all  the  little  ruffles  you  meet  with  in  the  coun- 
try, in  hopes  it  will  haften  you  to  town.  My  He 
olive  branch  has  a  more  immediate  lofs  than  any 
of  us  ;  his  body  fufFer^  as  well  as  his  mind  ;  for 
fince  he  cannot  enjoy  the  happinefs  and  benefit  of 
your  converfation,  he  applies  himfelf  too  clofe  to 
his  ftudies  :  in  fliort,  I  think  he  is  almoft  in  the 
ftate  of  the  company  he  entertains  himf(^f  with 
all  the  morning ;  and  if  you  faw  him  in  company 
of  the  attendants  of  the  governor  of  Glnbbdubdrid^ 
you  would  find  the  fame  horror  feize  you  by  look- 
ing on  his  countenance  *.  My  fair  daughter  pre- 
I'ents  you  her  moft  humble  and  obedient  refpe6ls  ; 


*  Mr.  Harrifon  ,was  always  very  thin,  aiid  of  a  weakly 
."Co;i{ti\ption. 

E  3  fays^ 
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fays,  fhe  is  not  at  all  changed  by  your  abfence,  ^ 
for  whenever  fhe  has  the  honour  to  fee  you,  you 
will  ftill  find  her  the  fame.    I  am,  Sir,  your  moft  ^ 
obedient  and  obliged  humble  fervant, 

MARTHA  WHITEWAY, 

y^ne  ]u{t  came  here  with  a  poem  of  Mr.  Dun^ 
kins^  that  was  fent  to  the  deanry,  and  this 
letter  that  1  inclofe. 


]L  E  T  T  E  R  XCVII. 

Dr.  Swift  and  Dr.  Sheridan  to  Mrs. 

White  WAY, 

DEAR  MADAM,  Cavan,  Nov.  i8th,  1735. 

"'^^^E  were  undone  for  want  of  your  anfwer, 
and  thought  that  Mr.  Rockfort  was  at  his  country 
feat,  to  whom  Idiicfted  mine,  as  he  was  a  franker. 
Never  any  thing  of  fo  fmall  a  kind  was  fo  vexati- 
ous to  me  as  this  broken  fhin.  If  I  had  appre- 
hended the  confequenccs,  I  would  not  have  ftirred 
fro  m  Dublin  until  it  was  cured.  It  hath  prevented 
rny  walking  and  riding.  An  apothecary,  the 
only  dodtor  here,  ha^  it  in  care,  and  I  cannot  fay 
I  am  better.  But  the  furgeon  of  the  barrack  here, 
a  friend  to  the  doctor,  has  been  with  me  this 
hiorning,  faw  the  fore,  and  fays  it  is  in  a  good 
way  ;  and  that  he  will  confultwith  the  apothecary, 
and  foon  make  me  well.  It  fmarts  more  to-day 
than  ever;  but  the  furp-eon  faid,  it  was  becaufe 
forne  powder  called  praecipitate  (an  like  you)  was 
put  on  this  morning  to  eat  oft  the  black  (kin  in  the 
njiddle  of  the  fore.    It  digefts  every  day,  but  I 

cannot 
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cannot  digeft  it.  I  fhall  lofe  my  health  by  fitting 
ftill,  and  my  leg  in  a  chair,  -like  a  Grattan  in  the 
gout.  I  wi(h  1  had  ftald  at  home,  and  you  had 
been  my  lurgeon.  To  fay  truth,  this  town  and 
country  are  fo  difagreeable  by  nature  and  art,  that 
I  have  no  other  temptation  to  ride  or  walk  except 
that  of  health,  our  houfe,  and  fl)oes,  and  ftreets 
are  fo  perpetually  and  abo.mijiably  dirty.  Eight 
of  the  inhabitants  came  out  to  meet  me  a  mile  or 
two  from  town.  The  reft  would  have  come  but 
for  fome  unexpected  impediment.  In  fome  days 
after  I  invited  the  principal  men  in  town  to  fup 
with  me  at  the  belt  inn  here.  There  were  fix  teen 
of  them,  and  I  came  off*  rarely  for  about  thirty 
(hillings.  They  were  all  very  moJeft  and  oblig- 
ing. Wild  fowl  is  cheap,  and  all  very  good, 
except  the  ducks,  which,  though  fur  from  fea, 
have  a  rank  taile  from  the  lakes.  It  is  nothing  to 
have  a  prefent  of  a  dozen  fnipes,  teal,  woodcock, 
widgeon,  duck  and  mallard,  i5c.  You  would 
admire  to  fee  me  at  my  endeavours  to  fupply 
deanry  conveniencies.  The  curfed  turf  is  two 
hours  kindling,  and  two  minutes  decaying.  You 
are  a  little  too  jocofe  upon  Mr.  Harrifons  coun- 
tenance. I  hope  he  hath  no  return  of  illnefs,  nor 
is  more  lean  than  I  left  him.  He  muft  borrow  an 
hour  more  from  his  ftudies,  and  beftow  it  on  ex- 
ercife  and  mirth  ;  other  wife  he  may  be  like  the 
mifer,  who,  by  not  affording  himfelf  viduals, 
died  a  dozen  years  the  fooner,  by  which  he  lofi: 
many  thoufand  pounds  more  than  if  he  had  fed 
upon  pheafants,  and  drank  burgundy  every  day, 
I  muft  now  repeat  the  commiflion  I  mentioned. 
The  old  woman,  Kenrick^  and  Laud  muft  ffnd  out 
Shele  the  wine  merchant  :  a  carrier  v/ill  go  next 
week  to  the  deanry,  be  taught  to  find  out  Sh^ele 
y^ith  limrick^  muft,  as  he  proniifed,  park 

E  4.  up 
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lip  12  dozen  of  his  claret  which  hath  been  bottle^ 
three  months  already.  This  muft  be  given  to  the 
carrier  by  Shele,  and  ready  put  up  in  fome  hampers 
as  he  will  contrive.  I  hope  Mr.  Rochfort  will  be 
in  town  to  fend  you  this  letter.  I  aji>  eyer  yours, 
and  my  love  to  the  girl  and  boys. 

LETTER  XCVIIL 

<^  DEAR  MADAM, 

O  fay  the  truth,  I  am  not  concerned  for 
the  Dean's  accident,  fince  my  friend  Jacob  fays 
there  is  no  danger  in  it;  becaufe  it  keeps  him 

*^  from  his  long  walks,  by  which  means  I  fee  he  is 
gathering  flefh,  and  I  hope  will  gather  health 
and  wealth  by  being  here  ;  for,  as  the  Scotch^ 
man  fays,  Whare  there  is  Muck,  there  is  I>uck. 
I  have  no  news  but  too  much  plenty  of  gutta- 
bles  ;  if  we  had  agreeable  companions  as  plenty 
as  woodcocks,  ducks,  fnipes,  cum  fociis^  this 

*^  would  be  a  Paradife.  I  am,  dear  Madam, 
with  all  fervices  aforefaid,  your  mod  obedient 
and  very  humble  fervant, 

T,  S. 

cc  Px-ay  write  to  the  Dean  to  behave  himfelf 
bietter  to  me.  I  want  you  to  ftand  by 
me.'' 

LETTER  XCIX, 
Lord  B  ^  to  Dr.  Swift, 

SIR,  Bath,  Nov.  22,  ^735- 

I  HAVE  been  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  write 
to  you  with  fafety,  becaufe  I  had  a  mind  to  do  it 

with 
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■with  freedom  ;  a;id  particularly  to  explain  to  you 
what  I  meant,  when  I  told  you  fome  time  ago, 
that  I  was  almoft  tired  with  ftruggling  to  no  pur- 
pofe  againft  univerfal  corruption.    I  am  now  at 
the  Bathy  where  there  are  at  prefent  many  Irifly 
families,'  and  though  I  have  enquired  of  them  all, 
jf  any  gentleman  or  fervant  was  returning  thither, 
yet  I  can  hear  of  none,  fo  that  I  am  forced,  if  I 
write  at  all,  to  truft  my  letter  by  the  common  poft. 
Nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  this  letter  will 
be  opened  there,  the  rafcals  of  the  office  have  moft 
infamous  directions  to  do  it  upon  ail  occafions  ; 
but  they  would,  every  mnn  of  them,  be  turned 
out,  if  a  letter  of  mine  to  you,  {hould  efcape  their 
intuition.    I  am  thinking  what  the  minifters  may 
get  by  their  peeping;  why  if  I  fpeak  my  mind 
very  plainly,  they  may  difcover  X^ko  thin;^s ;  one 
is,  that  I  have  a  very  great  regard  for  you  ;  the 
other  that  I  have  a  very  great  conterhpt  for  them  ; 
and  in  every  thing  I  fay  or  do,  ftill  fet  them  at 
defiance.    Thefe  things,  if  they  did  not  know 
before,  they  are  very  welcome  to  find  out  now  ; 
and  I  am  determined  in  fo'me  other  points  likewife, 
to  fpeak  my  mind  very  plainly  to  you.   You  mult 
know  then,  that  when  I  faid  I  grew  weary  of 
icontending  with  corruption,  I  never  rneant  abfo- 
lutely  to  withdraw  myfelf  from  parliament ;  per-» 
haps  I  may  not  flacken  even  my  perfonal  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  wicked  meafures  of  the  adminiftration^ 
but  really  I  find  my  health  begins  to  require  fome 
iattentiori,  and  I  labour  under  a  diftemper  which 
the  long  fittings  in  parliament  by  no  means  agree 
with.     When  Mr.  Faulkner  delivered  me  your 
former  letter  (for  I  have  fmce  had  one  fent  me 
hither  by  Mr.  Pope)  I  was  jull  got  Up  from  my 
bed,  where  I  had  lain  the  whole  night  in  moft 
cxceffive  torture;,  with  a  violent  fit  of  the  grayelt 

I  was 
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I  was  not  able  to  write  you  any  anfwer  by  him, 
who  was  to  depart  in  a  few  days,  and  ever  fince 
1  have  been  at  this  place  drinking  the  waters,  in 
hopes  they  may  be  of  fervice  to  me.  Befides  this 
of  my  ill  ftate  of  healih,  I  am  convinced  that  our 
conflitution  is  already  gone,  and  we  are  idly  ftrug- 
gling  to  maintain,  what  in  truth  has  been  long 
loll,  like  fome  old  fools  here,  w^ith  gout  and  pal- 
fies  at  fourfcore  years  old,  drinking  the  waters  in 
hopes  cf  health  again,  if  this  was  not  our  cafe, 
and  that  the  people  are  already  in  efFecl:  flaves, 
would  it  have  been  pofii*ble  for  the  fame  minifter, 
who  had  projected  the  excife  fc heme  (before  the 
heats  it  had  occafioned  in  the  nation  were  well 
lai-d)  to  have  chofen  a  new  parliament  again  ex- 
z&W  to  his  mind  ?  and  though  perhaps  not  altoge- 
ther fo  ftrong  in  numbers,  yet  as  well  difpofed  in 
general  to  his  purpofes  as  he  could  wifh.  His 
m after,  I  doXibt,  is  not  fo  well  beloved  as  I  could 
willi  he  was  ;  the  minifter,  1  am  fure,  is  as  much 
hated  and  detefted  as  ever  man  was,  and  yet,  I 
fay,  a  new  parliament  was  chofen  of  the  llamp 
that  was  defired,  juft  after  having  failed  in  the 
moft  odious  fcheme  that  ever  was  projected.  Afcer 
this,  what  hopes  can  there  ever  poflibly  be  of  fuc- 
cefs  ?  Unlefs  it  be  from  confufion,  which  God 
forbid,  I  fliouid  live  to  fee.  In  fliort,  the  whole 
Elation  is  fo  abandoned  and  corrupt,  that  the 
crovvn  can  never  fail  of  a  majority  in  both  houfes 
of  parliament he  makes  them  all  in  one  houfe, 
and  he  chufes  above  half  in  the  other.  Four  and 
twenty  b  fhops  and  fixteen  Scotch  lords,  is  a  terri- 
ble weight  in  one  ;  forty-five  from  one  country, 
befides  the  weft  o\' England^  and  all  the  government 
boroughs,  is  a  dreadful  number  in  the  other. 
Were  his  majefty  inclined  to-morrow  to  declare 
his  body-coachman  his  firft  minifter,  it  would  do 
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juft  as  well,  and  the  wheels  of  government  would 
move  as  eafily  as  they  do  with  the  fagacious  Driver, 
who  now  fits  in  the  box.  Parts  and  abilities  are 
not  in  the  leaft  wanting;  to  condu£l  affairs;  the 
coachman  knows  how  to  feed  his  cattle,  and 
the  other  feeds  the  beafts  in  his  fervice,  and 
this  is  all  the  Ikill  that  is  ncceOiiry  in  either  cafe. 
Are  not  thefe  fufficient  difficulties  and  difcourage- 
mtnts,  if  there  were  no  others  ;  and  would  any 
man  llruggle  againft  corruption,  when  he  knows, 
that  if  he  is  ever  near  defeating:  it,  thofe  v/ho 
make  ufe  of  it,  only  double  the  dofe,  and  carry 
all  their  points  farther,  and  v/ith  a  higher  hand, 
thjri  perhaps  they  at  firfl:  intended.  Eefides  all 
this,  I  have  had  particular  misfortunes  and  difap- 
pointments  :  I  had  a  very  near  relation  of  great 
abilities,  who  was  my  fellow  labourer  in  the  pub-^ 
lie  caufe  :  he  is  gone ;  1  loved  and  efteemed  hira 
much,  and  perhaps  v/ifhed  to  fee  him  one  day 
ferving  his  country  in  fome  honourable  ftation  : 
no  man  v/as  more  capable  of  doing  it,  nor  had 
better  intentions  for  the  public  fervice  than  him- 
felf,  and  I  may  truly  fay,  that  the  many  mortifi-* 
cations  he  met  with,  in  ten  or  twelve  years  ftrug- 
gling  in  parliament,  was  the  occafion  of  his  death. 
1  have  loft  likewife  the  trueft  friend,  I  may  almoft 
fay  fervant,  that  ever  man  had,  in  Mr.  Merrill ; 
he  underftood  the  courfe  of  the  revenues,  and  the 
public  accounts  of  the  kingdom  as  well,  perhaps, 
better  than  any  man  in  it,  and  in  this  refpeft  he 
v/as  of  fmgular  ufe  to  me  :  it  is  utterly  impoffible 
for  me  to  go  through  the  drudgery  by  mvfelf, 
v/hich  I  ufed  to  do  eafily  with  his  afiiftance,  and 
herein  it  is  that  oppofition  galls  the  m.oft. 

Thefe  feveral  matters  I  have  enumeriued,  you 
will  allow  to  be  fome  difccuragements ;  but  never- 
thelefs,  when  the  time  ccnfiesj  I  believe  you  will 

find 
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End  me  aciing  the  fame  part  I  have  ever  done,  a|i^ 
which  I  am  more  fatisfied  with  myfelf  for  having 
done,  fince  my  conduct  has  met  with  your  appro- 
bation :  and  give  me  leave  to  return  you  my  moft 
fincere  thanki  for  the  many  kind  expreflions  of 
your  friendfhip,  which  I  efteem  as  I  ought,  anfi 
will  endeavour  to  deferve  as  well  as  I  can.  You 
enquire  after  BoUnghroke^  and  when  he  will  return 
from  Frame.    If  he  had  liftened  to  your  admoni- 
tions and  chidings  about  ceconomy,  he  need  never 
have  gone  there;  but  now  J  fancy  he  will  fcarce 
return  from  thence,  till  an  old  gentleman,  but  a 
very  hale  one,  pleafes  to  dye  *.     I  have  feen  feve- 
ral  of  your  letters  on  frugality  to  our  poor  friend 
yohn  Gay  (who  needed  them  not)  but  true  patrio- 
tifm  can  have  uo  other  foundation.    When  I  fee 
lords  of  the  greateft  eftates,  meanly  ftooping  tp 
take  a  dirty  pcnfion,  becaufe  thiey  want  a  little 
ready  money  for  their  extravagancies,  I  cannot 
help  wifhing  to  fee  fome  papers  writ  by  you,  that 
may,  if  poffible,  fhame  them  out  of  it.    This  1$ 
the  only  thing  can  recover  our  conftitution,  and 
reftore  honefty.    I  have  often  thought  that  if  ten 
or  a  dozen  patriots,  who  are  known  to  be  rich 
enough  to  have  ten  diflics  every  day  for  dinner, 
would  invite  their  friends  only  to  two  or  three,  it 
might  perhaps  fliame  thofe  who  cannot  afford  two, 
from  having  conftantly  ten,  and  fo  it  would  be  in 
every  other  circumftance  of  life  :  but  luxury  is  our 
ruin.    This  grave  ftufr  that  I  have  written,  looks 
like  preaching,  but  I  may  venture  to  fay  to  you, 
it  is  not,  for  I  fpeak  from  the  fmcerity  of  my  heart. 
We  are  told  a  peace  is  made :  if  it  be  true,  I  am 
fatisfied  our  minifters  did  not  fo  much  as  know  of 
the  negociation  :  the  articles  which  are  the  often- 


*  Lord  BoHnibrokc^^  father,  lord  John. 
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fible  ones,  are  better  than  could  be  expefled,  but 
1  doubt  there  are  feme  fecret  ones,  that  may  cofi: 
us  dear,  and  I  am  fully  convinced  the  fear  of  thefe 
\viir  furnifti  our  minifters  a  pretence  for  not  re- 
ducing a  fingle  man  of  our  army.  I  have  juft 
room  to  tell  you  a  ridiculous  flory  has  happened 
here.  In  rhe  diocefe  of  Wells  the  biftiop  and  his 
chancellor  have  quarrelled  :  the  confequenee  has 
been,  the  bifliop  has  excommunicated  the  chan- 
cellor, and  he  in  return  has  excommunicated  the 
tv^o  archdeacons.  A  vifitation  of  the  clergy  was 
appointed  ;  the  bifliop  not  being  able  to  go  hini- 
felf,  diredled  his  archdeacons  to  vifit  for  him.  The 
chancellor  alleges  from  the  conftitution  of  him-> 
this  cannot  be,  and  that  the  bifliop  can  delegate 
his  power  to  nobody  but  himfelf ;  fo  that  probably 
all  the  clergy  who  attend  on  the  chancellor  will 
be  excommunicated  by  the  bifhop,  and  all  wba 
obey  the  orders  of  the  archdeacons  will  be  excom- 
municated by  the  chancellor.  The  bifliop  in  the 
cathedral,  when  the  fentence  of  excommunicatioii 
was  going  to  be  read,  fent  for  it,  and  tore  it  in 
the  open  church  ;  the  chancellor  afterwards  affixed 
it  on  the  church  doors.  There  are  a  great  many 
more  very  ridiculous  circumflances  attending  this 
affair,  which  I  cannot  well  explain  :  but  upon  a 
reference  of  the  whole  to  my  lord  high  chancellor^ 
I  am  told  he  has  declared  his  opinion  in  fupport 
of  his  brother  chancellor.  I  am  glad  I  have  left 
no  (pace  to  put  my  name  to  the  bottom  of  my  let- 
ter ;  after  fome  things  I  have  faid  it  may  be  impro- 
per, and  1  am  fure  it  is  needlefs  when  I  aifure 
you  no  man  can  be  with  more  fincerity  and  regards 
tbanT  am,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervaut. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R  C. 
Mrs.  Whiteway  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR, 

J  RECEIVE  as  a  high  favour  your  juft: 
reprimand  for  not  anfwering  your  letter  by  the 

firfl  poft  ;  nay,  I  will  add  another  fault  to  it,  by 
endeavouring  to  excuTe  myfelf.    It  was  out  of  the 
highcft  refpefi  I  did  not  write,  left  you  flirsuld 
think  me  too  forvi^ard  in  giving  trouble.  But  fince 
I  have  your  licence,  I  v/ill  not  mifs  an  opportunity 
of  paying  my  moft  humble  duty,  and  of  acknow- 
ledging the  greateft  obligations  I  ever  lay  under  to 
any  mortal.    I  have  had  the  very  ill  fortune  td 
come  late  under  your  care  ;  yet  even  thefe  difad- 
Vantag-es  do  not  hinder  vou  from  adtina:  the  moft 
friendly  part,  of  endeavouring  to  enlarge  my  mind^ 
and  m.ending  my  errors :  you  fee  how  induftrioufly 
I  avoid  mentioning  the  vj ox i  faults.    When  yoii 
left  us,  I  did  not  think  it  would  be  pofiible  for  me 
to  dread  getting  a  letter  from  you  ;  but  the  ac- 
count of  your  leg,  which  I  find  worfe  and  u^orfe^ 
alarms  me  to  that  degree,  that  I  tremble  for  the 
confequence.    I  conjure  you,   dear  Sir,  not  16 
truft  ar.y  longer  to  country  helps  :  your  appetite^ 
your  health,  is  in  the  greatclt  danger,  by  fitting 
io  much  as  you  rnuft  be  obliged  to  do,  till  that  is 
well.    1  know  lile  is  as  little  regarded  by  you  a^ 
any  one  ;  but  to  live  in  mifery,  is  v/hat  1  am  fure 
you  ought  to  avoid,    l^he  wine  was  packed  up 
on  Tiiejday  laft  in  a  hogfnead  :  I  thought  that  was 
fafer  than  a  hamper  :  Mr.  Kenrick  and  Laud  were 
by  all  the  time  :  they  and  Mr.  ^hcle  were  here 
with  me  that  night ;  they  tell  me  they  got  large 
bottles,  of  whith  I  have  a  great  charge.  Mr; 
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Shde  defires  the  wine  may  be  kept  in  the  fame 
manner  it  is  now  packed,  and  taken  out  by  half 
dozens  as  it  is  ufed  :  the  numbers  taken  out  may 
be  chalked  on  the  head  of  the  veflel,  to  fee  that 
juftice  is  done  :  he  thinks  it  will  k^ep  better  that 
way  than  perhaps  in  a  cellar.  I  think  you  camq 
ofF  fcandaloufly  cheap  with  treating  fixteen  gen- 
tlemen for  a  moidore.  Pray,  j^odlor  Sheridan^ 
when  the  Dean  next  ufes  you  ill^  tell  him  of  hitf 
pitiful  doings.  My  fon  is  greatly  obliged  to  you^ 
Sir,  for  your  care  and  advice  ;  and  afTures  me  your 
v/ord  (hall  be  an  oracle  to  him.  He  has  not  had 
a  return  of  his  diforder;  yet  his  ftomach  is  goncj 
and  of  confequcnce  his  fpirits,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Morgan  have  commanded  me  to  (end  you  their  moft 
obedient  refpedls,  and  are  much  concerned  aboui; 
your  leg.  Pray,  Sir,  date  your  letters.  I  believ® 
both  you  and  Dr.  Sheridan  hate  writing  the  word 
November  >  for  not  one  of  them  have  been  dated. 
I  only  hate  the  day  of  the  month  :  the  truth  w^as^ 
in  my  laft  I  could  not  recollcdl  it  (for  I  think  I 
forgot  it)  and  watched  for  fonie  of  the  brats  to  tell 
me.  Left  I  fliould  do  the  fam.e  novy,  be  pleafed  to 
remember  I  write  this  iV^?;.  22,  1735-  I  am^ 
Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  molt  obliged  humble 
fervant, 

MARTHA  WHITEWAY. 

If  you  are  pleafed  to  direfi:  to  me  under  cover 
to  Mr.  Morgan^  I  fiiall  get  your  letters* 
Perhaps  Mr.  Rochfort  may  go  out  of  town, 
and  then  I  fliould  be  long  without  them. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R  CI. 

Dr.  Swift  and  Dr.  Sheridan  to  Mf5. 

Whiteway. 

DEAR  MADAM,  Nov.  22,  I735. 

JpJ  A  V I  N  G  anfwered  your  long  letter,  which 
was  improved  by  the  Doctor's  *  additions,  I  now 
tell  you  that  a  Monday  next,  which  will  be  the 
24.th  inftant,  a  carrier  will  go  from  hence,  and 
is  directed  by  another  letter  to  you,  to  manage  the 
bufmefs  of  fending  the  twelve  dozen  of  wine, 
which  Mr.  Skele  has  ready  bottled,  and  mull  fee 
it  packed  up  in  his  belt  manner  in  hampers  of 
hogflieads;  rs  :  menuoned  in  my  laft,  and  that 
the  wine  was  bottled  (as  he  fays)  two  months  be- 
fore I  ca;iie  away.  Kcnrick  and  Laud  and  the  . 
women  will  be  your  affiftants.  The  fellow  will 
be  with  you  by  iVedneJday  night  or  Thurfday  morn- 
ing, and  :  will  write  by  him.  I  cannot  fay  my 
fhin  is  yet  better,  although  our  apothecary  and  the 
barrack  furgeon  attend  me;  but  they  fee  no  danger, 
and  promile  I  lhall  recover  in  a  few  days.  Mean- 
time, I  dare  neither  w^aik  nor  ride,  and  yet  1  think 
my  ftomach  is  better,  and  fo  may  continue  till  I 
grow  weary  of  fnipe,  teal,  widgeon,  w^oodcock, 
hare,  leveret,  wild  duck,  heldfare,  k^c.  My  fer- 
vice  to  your  He  and  the  brats.  Let  Kenrick^  my 
verger^  know  what  I  write  about  the  wine,  that 
he  and  Laud  and  the  women  may  be  prepared  ; 
this  will  fave  me  a  le;tcr  to  him.  I  am  ever 
entierement  vous, 

Cavaa,  Nov.  22 d,  1735. 

I  fliall  never  be  quiet  j  a  country  author  un- 
known hath  fent  me  a  manufcript  of  2C0  pages 


•  Mr.  HarriJon\, 

s 


for 
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for  my  jiulgment.  Pray  fend  me  the  three  quires 
of  paper  in  quarto;  for  the  Doftor  hath  fwallDwed 
up  mine,  and  we  have  none  Icfc. 


cc 


cc 


I  can  aflureyou,  dear  Madam,  with  pleafure, 
that  the  Denn  begins  to  look  healthier  and 
plumper  already  ;  and  I  hope  will  mend  every 
day.  But  to  deal  plainly  with  you,  I  am  a 
^'  little  afraid  of  his  o^ood  ftomach,  thouoh  viftuals 
are  cheap,  becaufe  it  improves  every  day,  and 
I  do  not  know  how  far  this  may  increafe  my 
family  expences.  He  pays  me  but  two  crowns 
a  week  for  his  ordinary  :  and  I  own,  that  I  am 
a  little  too  modeft  to  grumble  at  it  ;  but  if  you 
would  give  him  a  hint  about  wear  and  tare  of 
goods,  I  make  no  doubt  but  his  own  difcretioa 
would  make  him  raife  his  price.  Pray  do  this 
(as  you  do  all  other  things)  in  the  handfomeft 
manner  you  can.  I  am,  to  you  and  yours,  as 
much  yours  as  the  Dean  aforefaid," 

I  defire  you  will  hint  to  the  Doftor  that  he 
would  pleafe  to  abate  four  (hillings  a  week  from 
the  ten,  which  he  moft  exorbitantly  tnakes  me  pay 
him  ;  but  tell  him  you  got  this  hint  from  ano- 
ther hand,  and  that  all  Dublin  cries  ftiame  at  him 
for  it, 

LETTER  CII. 
Mrs.  Whiteway  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Nov.  25,  1735. 

J  HAVE  not  known  for  fome  years,  the  plea" 
fare  of  a  poft-day,  till  within  thefe  three  weeks* 
I  read  your  letters  twenty  times  over.    I  tell  you 
Vol.  VL  F  this 
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this  to  induce  you  to  continue  me  your  favour  j 
for  I  know  it  is  your  ftudy  to  make  the  wretched 
happy.  The  wine  is  ready  for  the  carman,  and 
all  the  caution  taken  that  you  commanded.  If  I 
durft,  I  would  repine,  that  you  could  think  I 
fhould  require  your  orders  three  times  repeated  to 
take  care  of  what  you  told  me  your  health  de- 
pended on.  I  rejoice  to  find  your  ftomach  is 
better^  but  grieve  to  hear  your  leg  continues  fo 
long  bad.  I  fn all  defpife  your  furgeon  and  apo- 
thecary, if  they  do  not  cure  it  immediately.  Jpolh 
hath  always  waited  on  you,  when  it  was  not  half 
fo  material.  Where  the  vengeance  is  he  now  ? 
After  all,  he  juftly  quits  you,  fince  you  have  left 
oft' invoking  him.  Idlenefs  is  your  crime  ;  topunifli 
you,  he  confines  you  to  a  chair,  and  the  penance 
he  enjoins,  is  to.  employ  your  pen  once  more :  if 
not,  there  are  vultures  to  prey  on  legs  as  well  as 
livers :  I  wifli  you  were  fafe  out  of  their  hands. 
Mr.  ,  Dr,  — ^ — 's  curate,  laft  week  commit- 
ted another  fine  exploit  :  he  v/ay-laid  his  wife, 
who  vv^as  2:oiRo;  home  from  a  neiorhbour's,  about 
eleven  at  night,  with  two  fervent  maids  with  her, 
and  would  have  perfuaded  her  to  have  gone  to  his 
lodging  ;  fhe  refufing,  he  called  the  watch,  and 
put  her  and  her  ma'ds  into  the  watch-houfe  as 
ftrollers,  with  orders  to  keep  them  there  till  morn- 
ing.   Mrs.  got  off  by  fome  means  or  other, 

but  the  women  were  kept  all  night.  Mrs.  Slcan 
told  me  the  news,  and  withal  that  the  Dr.  is  at 

laft  very  angry  with  him.  Mr.  's  great  fond- 

nefs  to  get  his  wife  home,  was  to  ftop  a  profecution 
flie  had  begun  againft  him  in  the  bifiiop's  court, 
for  cruel  ufage  ;  and  if  he  had  prevailed  on  her  to 
have  gone  with  him,  the  affair  muft  have  dropped. 
I  was  at  the  deanry  on  Saturday^  though  I  forgot 
to  mention  it  in  my  laft  letter,   My  fon  was  there 

yefterday, 


•  > 
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ycflerday,  and  I  would  have  been  three  to-day,  if 
a  fwelled  face  had  not  prevented  me.  I  have  fent 
for  Mr.  Kenrick^  or  Mr.  Laud^  to  let  them  kno\V 
your  commands.  I  muft  beg  the  fiivour  of  you 
to  deliver  the  inclofed  to  Dr.  Sheridan,  and  to 
pardon  my  fealing  it.  You  are  fenfible  there  are 
iecrets  that  the  neareft  friends  muft  not  fee.  As 
you  have  nothing  to  do,  be  pleafed  to  write  me 
the  heads  of  the  two  hundred  pages  in  manufcript, 
and  I  will  give  my  opinion  about  it.  I  muft  now 
intreat  you  to  think  of  coming  to  town;  I  trufl 
in  God  your  fhin  will  not  require  it ;  but  confi-- 
der  how  it  is  poflible  for  me  to  fpend  the  Winter 
evenings,  who  have  been  fo  delightfully  entertained 
all  Su?nmer  at  the  deanrv.  I  have  ftaid  till  the  laft 
moment  before  I  fealed  this,  in  expeilation  of 
feeing  fomebody  from  your  houfe,  but  am  difiip- 
pointed.  I  promife  to  take  care  to  fee  the  wine 
leave  this  place  fafe,  and  to  fend  the  paper  by  the 
carman.  My  fon  and  daughter  are  your  moft 
obedient  fervants.  I  am,  Sir,  with  the  higheft 
refpecl:,  your  moft  obliged  and  moft  obedient  hum- 
ble fervant, 

MARTHA  WKiTEWAY. 

LETTER  cm. 
Mrs.  White  WAY  to  Dr.  Swii^t* 

SIR,  Dublin,  Nov.  29th,  1735. 

X  NEVER  was  more  out  of  temper  in  my  life 
than  I  have  been  thefe  tv/o  days  ;  yefterday  that  I 
did  not  hear  from  yoa,  and  to-day  at  the  rogue 
that  brought  your  letter  to  Mr.  Kenrick  at  ten  laft 
night,  and  the.  difappointment  we  have  met  with 
from  him  that  was  to  carry  the  wine  ^  Cavan. 

F  2  Th« 
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The  Inclofed  letter  gives  fo  full  an  account,  that 
I  need  add  nothing  to  it,  but  his  being  a  right 
county  of  Cavan  man.  I  dcfire  Dr  Sheridan  will 
take  care  for  the  future  not  to  employ  them  about 
your  bufine^s  ;  t  owe  him  this  reflection  for  truft- 
inz  fuch  rc^'ues.  Prav,  fir,  tell  me  what  1  fliall 
do  in  this  bufinefs  ;  (hall  I  get  Mr.  Shele  and  Mr. 
Kenrick  to  look  out  for  an  honeft  carman,  and 
agree  as  che?p  as  we  can  to  carry  it  to  you  ?  for  I 
find  there  is  no  depending  on  the  Dodtor's  coun- 
1  trymcn,  Had  you  affured  me,  as  you  fay  the  fur- 
geon  does,  that  your  leg  was  better,  my  joy  would 
be  equal  to  the  uneafinfifs  I  have  fufFered  on  that 
occafion.  I  fear  I  fhall  never  have  the  plcafure 
of  being  with  you  on  your  birth-day  ;  were  my 
purfe  as  heavy  as  my  heart  is,  that  I  cannot  be 
with  you  to-morrow,  I  would  this  night  have  been 
at  Cavan^  and  have  left  it  on  Monday  morning. 

I  fti'.ll  make  a  great  entertainment  to-morrow 
for  my  family  ,  to  celebrate  the  Drapier's  birth- 
day, and  drink  his  health.  My  two  eldeft  ^:ubs 
(^match  m.e  that)  prefent  you  their  moft  humble 
and  obedient  refpeils,  with  their  hearty  wifhes  of 
long  life,  health  and  happinefs  to  attend  you. 
They  durft  not  take  the  liberty  to  fend  this  with 
their  hand,  but  do  it  with  their  heart.  I  fend 
you  their  own  words  \  but  where  ihall  I  find  any 
that  can  exprefs  what  I  would  fay  on  the  fubjeft  ? 
the  moft  fmcere  would  be  what  I  defire  for  myfelf 
whilft  I  continue  in  this  world,  which  is  health 
and  quietnefs.  This  I  pray  God  grant  you  in  the 
largeft  portion,  and  life  as  long  as  you  fhall  de- 
fire  it ! 

Mr.  Morgan  ^  heathenlfti  name  is  Marcus  Anto* 
nius ;  1  law  him  and  his  lady  yeflerday,  who  both 
fay  they  fhould  be  glad  to  kiis  \o\xx  hand;  his 
eldeft  fon  is  in  the  meafles.    Laft  night  died  the 

bifhup 
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bifllop  of  OJfory  of  an  inflammation  on  the  lungs: 
he  caught  cold  on  Siinciay  at  the  Cattle  chi-ipel. 
We  have  provided  one  of  the  bilhopricks  for 
dodlor  Mar  lay, 

I  am  told  by  fome  people  that  lord  Orrery  in- 
tends to  make  you  and  do£lor  Sheridan  a  vifit ;  if 
fo,  I  fear  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  you  u^ill 
think  of  returning  here.  I  expedt  a  long  letter 
from  doctor  Sheridan^  in  anfwer  to  all  that  I  have 
faid  to  him  in  this. 

I  think  this  is  fo  well  written  that  it  needs  no 
apology  for  a  bad  pen. 

i  am,  Sir,  your  moft  humble  and  moft  obedient 
fervant, 

M.  WHITEWAY. 

LETTER  CIV. 

Dr.  Swift  and  Dr.  Sheridan  to  Mrs. 

Whiteway. 

DEAR  MADAM,  Cavan,  Xov.  2S,  1:35. 

X  TAKE  advantage  a  day  before  the  poft  to 
write  to  you  ;  and  this  is  the  firft  day  I  have  ven- 
tured to  walk  this  fortnight  paft,  except  yefterday, 
when  I  dined  wiih  my  furgeon  at  the  barrack. 
This  morning  I  vifited  four  ladies  in  the  town, 
of  which  your  friend  Mrs,  Donaldjori  was  one. 
^  My  whole  journey  hath  been  difappointed  by  this 
accident ;  for  I  intended  to  have  been  a  conft<int 
rider,  and  as  much  a  walker  as  this  dirty  town 
would  allow.  Here  are  a  thoufand  domeftic  con- 
veniencies  wanting  ;  but  one  pair  of  tongs  in  the 
whole  houfe  ;  the  turf  fo  wet,  that  a  tolerable  fire  is 
a  miracle  ;  the  kitchen  is  a  cabin  a  hundred  yards 
off'  and  a  half ;  the  back  and  fore  door  always  left 
open,  which  in  a  ftorm  (our  conftant  companion) 

F  3  threatens 
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threatens  the  fall  of  the  whole  edifice  :  Madam  as 
crofs  as  the  Devil,  and  as  lazy  as  any  of  her  fifler 
fows,  and  as  nafty.  Thefe  are  feme  of  our  blind 
fides.  But  we  have  ^  good  room  to  eat  in,  and 
the  wife  and  lodgers  have  another,  where  the 
DoCtor  often  fits  and  feems  to  eat,  but  comes  to 
iv.y  eating-room  (which  is  his  fludy)  there  finifhes 
the  meal,  and  hath  fiiare  of  a  pint  of  wine.  Then 
we  have  an  honeft  neighbour,  Mr.  Price^  whoTits 
the  evening,  and  wins  our  money  at  backgammon, 
though  the  Do6lor  fometimes  wins  by  his  blunder- 
ing. As  to  meat,  we  are  hard  put  to  it.  'Tis 
true,  our  beef  and  mutton  are  very  good  ;  but  for 
the?  reft,  we  are  forced  to  take  up  with  hares,  par-^ 
tridges,  teal,  groufe,  fnipc3,  woodcocks,  plover, 
fiiver  eels,  and  fuch  trafh  ;  which  although  they 
be  plentiful  and  excellent  in  their  kinds,  you  know 
are  unworthy  of  a  refined  Dublin  dean.  I  expcdt 
before  this  letter  goes  that  the  carrier  will  be  here 
with  the  wine,  and  that  \  iliall  have  time  to  chide 
you  for  five  do:zen  pf  bottles  broke  by  the  ill  pack- 
ing up.  He  fet  out  from  hence  on  Tuefday^  but  I 
fuppofe  cannot  return  till  next  week,  i  bad,  feve- 
ral  days  ago,  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Sican^  and  ano- 
ther irom  her  French  fori  an  excellent  good  one ; 
Vi^hen  you  that  way,  tell  her  of  this,  with  my 
fervice,  and  that  I  will  write  to  her  foon.  Your 
leUers  have  been  fb  friendly,  fo  frequent  and  fo 
entertaining,  and  oblige  me  fo  much,  that  I  am 

*  The  Dr.  calls  young  Dr.  Szcan  her  French  fon,  be- 
caufe  he  v/as  then  travelling  in  France.  Hiis  young 
gentleman  was  at  laft  unfortunately  murdered,  as  he 
was  travelling  in  Italy  in  a  pofl-chaifc,  by  a  perfon  who 
fired  his  piilol  at  him  from  another  poil-chaife,  upon 
foine  difpute  between  the  drivero  contending  for  the 
way,  ' 

<ifraid 
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afraid  in  a  little  time  they  will  make  me  forget  you 
are  a  coufin,  and  treat  you  as  a  friend.  \{  Jpollo 
hath  intircly  negle6led  my  head,  can  you  think 
he  will  defcend  to  take  care  of  my  fliin  ?  Earthly 
ladies  forfake  us  at  forty,  and  the  Mufes  at 
iifty-five.  1  have  mentioned  that  rafcal  —  to  Dr. 
Delany^  who  defended  him  as  well  as  he  could, 
but  very  weakly  ;  if  the  Do£lor  will  not  caft  him 
olF,  he  will  juitly  expofe  himfelf  to  cenfure. 

I  wifli  you  would  fpeak  to  your  dearly  beloved 

monfter  Mr.  ,  when  he  comes  to  town,  about 

my  Laracor  agent,  to  pay  me  fome  money,  and  to 

reproach  for  his  infamous   negledt  of  my 

affairs.  He  is  one  of  your  favourites,  and  — 
another  ;  I  hope  I  am  not  the  third. 

I  have  juft  fpoken  about  the  thread  to  Mrs. 
Sheridan^  who  tells  me,  that  what  you  defire  is  to 
be  had  here  every  market  day  ;  and  that  Mrs, 
Donaldfon  underftands  it  very  well.       To  carry 

on  the  thread  of  the  difcourfe,  I  difcovered  the 
"  little  dirty  b — h,  the  fire-maker,  to  be  the 

opener  of  the  doors,  and  the  leaver  of  them  fo  ; 

for  which  the  dean  had  her  lugged  this  evening 
"  by  the  cook-maid  ;  for  which  he  paid  her  a 

three- pence  f ,  and  gave  the  little  girl  a  penny 
*^  for  being  lugged  ;   and  becaufe  the  cook  did 

not  lug  her  well  enough,  he  gave  her  a  lugging, 

to  fliew  her  the  way.  Thefe  are  fome  of  our 
"  fublimer  amufcments.    I  wifli  you  were  here  to 

partake  of  them.    The  only  thing  of  impor- 

tance  I  can  tell  you  is,"— (Ay,  what  is  it  ?  He 
fhall  be  hanged  rather  than  take  up  any  more  of 
this  paper.  It  is  true  that  the  Legion  Club  is 
finking  the  value  of  gold  and  filver  to  the  fame 

t  A  little  filver  piece  current  in  thofe  days,  but  the 
fpccies  has  been  long  worn  out. 

F  4  with 
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with  England^  and  are  putting  4/.  a  hogfhead  more 
duty  on  wine  ?  Thecurfed  vipers  ufe  all  means  to 
incieafe  the  number  of  abfeniees.  Well,  I  muft 
go  to  the  market  about  this  thread.  It  is  now 
Nov.  29th  ;  I  fenr  the  Do£tor  will  hedge  in  a  line. 
1  have  now  got  Mr.  Morgan  s  heathenifh  Chriftian 
name,  and  will  direct  my  letters  to  him.  I  am  to 
finifti  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Sican  :  I  defire  you  will  call 
on  her  fometimes.  My  love  to  your  biats  I  have 
fettled  with  Mrs.  Dcnaldfon  about  the  thread  ;  but 
will  order  a  double  quamity,  that  you  may  knit 
Hcckings  for  your  dear  felf.  Let  the  Doflor  con- 
clude. I  am  ever,  i^c»  Madam,  I  have  only 
room  to  tell  you  that  I  will  fee  you  the  12th  or 
I  3th  of  Deer.)  excufe  a  long  parenthefis  :  your 
'       moft  obedient  and'' 

L  E  T  T  E  R  CV, 


Mrs.  W  H  I  T  E  w  A  Y  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Dublin,  December  2d,  I73$t 

\  WADED  this  morning  through  dirt  and  rain 
to  (he  Deanry  ;  but  I  place  no  more  to  your  ac- 
count than  from  H'gh-Street.  I  found  every  thing 
in  great  order  ;  your  bed  and  window  curtains 
cleaned,  and  to  my  fatisfadion,  the  great  chairs 
covered  ;  the  dogs  in  high  fpirits,  the  woman  in 
good  humour,  and  Mr.  Kenrick  and  Mrs.  Rtdge^ 
way  on  duty.  I  am  quite  afhamed  of  my  enter- 
tainment on  Sunday.  The  Drapier's  birth-day 
was  celebrated  by  Mr.  Laud  with  a  dinner  of 
wild-duck,  plover,  turkey,  and  pullet  ;  two  bowls 
of  punch,  and  three  bottles  of  claret.  At  night 
Mr,  Kenrick  gave  a  fupper,  with  an  ocear)  of 
punch.  Their  hcufes  were  illuminated,  and  the 
^  ^  bells 
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bells  rung.    Several  other  houfes  followed  theif 
example. 

I  am  almoft  reconciled  to  your  furgeon  ;  the 
next  letter,  I  hope,  will  finifn  our  quarrel.  When 
he  has  fet  you  firmly  on  your  legs,  if  making 
Gods  were  not  out  of  faftiion,  I  would  tranflate 
him  ;  however  he  fhall  be  my  faint. 

As  you  have  been  remarkable  for  never  being 
fevere  on  the  ladies,  I  am  furprized  you  fiiould  fay 
that  we  forfake  the  men  at  forty.  1  deny  the  fa£t  ; 
while  they  fing  our  praifes,  we  continue  to  hold 
them  in  admiration.  For  an  example  of  this,  I  ' 
give  the  author  of  The  Ladies*  Drejjing'room^  and 
Strephon  and  Chloe^  who,  by  writing  thefe  poems, 
gained  the  hearts  of  the  whole  fex. 

J  heartily  pity  you  for  want  of  meat ;  I  wifli  I 
could  fend  you  a  large  ftioulder  of  mutton,  freflx 
killed  ;  how  pure  and  fweet  it  would  eat  !  I  have 
juft  left  part  of  one  in  the  par'our ;  the  very 
thoughts  of  it  mcike  me  hungry  again  :  I  think  I 
will  go  down,  and  take  the  other  flice  *.  I  know 
it  is  not  to  any  purpofe  to  reproach  you  with 
avarice,  for  a  poor  pint  of  wine  aniong  three  of 
you.  Whatever  you  do  at  home,  I  am  aftiamed 
to  find  you  fiiew  it  at  Cavan  \  I  fuppofe  your  ex- 
cufe  wiil  be  at  the  expence  of  the  poor  carman  ; 
but  if  you  had  any  generofity,  you  would  live  on 
the  public,  as  1  do,  till  your  rents  came  in.  Dr. 
Sheridan  fays,  you  gave  private  orders,  and  coun- 
termanded the  wine,  to  fpunge  on  him.    I  own 

*  Here  Mrs,  Whiter  ay  is  merry  with  the  Doftor, 
who  could  not  endure  mutton  which  had  not  been  killed 
three  or  four  days  before  :  on  the  contrary,  Mrs.  White- 
nKjay  liked  hers  fo  frefh,  that  Dr,  S^ift  lifed  pleafantly 
to  fay  of  her,  That  ftie  liked  mutton  that  was  killed 
to-morrow., 

I  think 


(   74  ) 


r  think  it  looks  like  it,  or  you  would  not  have  let 
the  man  come  to  town  \vithout  a  car, 

I  fee  you  are  proof  againft  fiorms  within  and 
without  doors,  or  you  would  not  think  of  flaying 
in  the  country  when  the  Dodlor  leaves  it.  There 
is  no  occafion  for  you  to  convince  the  world  that 
you  want  but  one  trial  to  outdo  Socrates  in  every 
thing  ;  let  not  this  keep  you,  for  I  promife  to 
provide  one  for  35.  /^d.  that  fhall  outfliine  SgIo- 
mon^s  brawler. 

Molly  and  young  Harrifon  are  grown  fo  faucy  at 
feeing  their  names  fo  often  in  your  letters,  that  I 
cannot  govern  them  :  pray  be  pleafed  to  take  them 
doy/n  a  little.  All  that  I  can  do  to  vex  them,  is 
not  to  fend  you  their  compliments.  My  fon  in- 
treats  you  will  finifh  your  Latina  Anglia  treatife  ; 
which  he  defires  you  will  immediately  fend  him  a 
copy  of. 

Do£lor  Sheridan^  laft  letter  is  fo  long  and  full 
of  particulars,  that  I  cannot  anfv/er  it  till  I  fee 
him,  I  am  fo  proud  of  being  difcarded  from  being 
acoufin,  that  for  the  future  I  lhall  not  own  either 

Efq;   •  or  Mr.  for  relations  ;   nor  ever 

dare  to  think  you  a  favourite.  But  I  hope  you 
will  allow  me  to  term  you  my  Oracle,  and  to  ac- 
knowledge myfclf,  Sir,  your  moft  humble  and 
moft  obedient  fervant. 


MARTHA  WfllTEWAY. 
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LETTER  CVI. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  W  h  i  t  e  w  A  v. 

DEAR  MADAM,  CaTan,  Dec.  6,  1735. 

I  HAVE  yours  of  Nov.  the  29th.  The  Do<51or, 
who  is  always  fanguine,  reckoned  upon  the  wine 
as  fure  as  if  it  had  been  in  his  cellar  under  the 
ftairs  ;  but  I,  v/ho  am  ever  defponding,  told  him 
J  was  fure  there  would  be  fome  difappointment. 
I  ruatter  it  not,  for  we  have  enough  fiill  to  hold 
us  a  reafonable  term,  at  one  bottle  a  day  between 
us,  at  leaft  if  he  would  leave  off  inviting  young 
Mr.  Price,  Parfon  Ruhardfon^  Mr.  ISajh^  Mr. 
"Jacobs  Surgeon  of  the  troop,  Squire  Fleming  of 
Balhayncckhye^  Doctor  O  Neil^  Dodor  Fludd^  Parfon 
Charlton  of  Evackthoriyeul^  befide  the  reft  of  our 
Cavan  gentry  and  neighbourhood.  I  will  not 
have  the  wine  fent  by  any  carrier  on  purpofe :  it 
w^ould  be  a  confounded  expence  :  but  we  will 
wait  until  a  further  opportunity  by  Marcus  Tully^ 
the  genuine  orator  and  carrier  of  our  city.  I 
refufed  a  long  time  to  flievv  the  Do£tor  that  part 
of  your  letter  which  reflects  upon  not  only  his 
countrymen,  but  his  tov/nfmen,  and  fifty  to  one 
but  upon  one  of  his  own  or  madam's  coufins  ^ 
yet  there  is  no  danger  of  kindred,  for  our  town 
agrees  that  Tully  is  an  honeft  carrier.  I  was  in 
hopes  your  great  entertainment  had  been  for  your 
tenant,  with  his  half  year's  rent.  I  am  forry  it  was 
on  account  of  fome  fcrub  Di'apier^  of  whom  I 
never  heard.  Only  I  know  they  are  all  rogues, 
and  I  ihall  not  pay  for  their  extravagance.  I 
forgot  to  tell  you  that  the  barrack- furgeon  pre- 
f^:ribed  the  very  fame  medicine  that  you  advifed 
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for  my  Ihin.  My  leg  is  fo  well,  that  I  have  been 
twice  riding,  and  walk  in  the  town,  ttiat  is  to 
fay  in  the  dirt,  every  day.  We  have  now  a  fine 
froft,  and  wa^k  fafe  from  dirt ;  but  it  is  like  a  life 
at  court,  very  flippery.  1  do  not  like  to  fee  my 
money  laid  out  in  cleaning  curtains,  and  covering 
chairs  ;  but  fince,  as  you  fay,  you  are  pleafcd  to 
be  at  that  expence,  j  thankfully  fubmit.  The 
Doctor  will  be  with  you  on  Friday  next :  he  goes 
to  fee  the  Grand  Monde^  and  beg  fubfcriptions  to 
build  a  fchool-houfe.  He  taxes  you  only  at  ten 
guineas.  I  am  to  ftay  with  madam  and  his  daugh- 
ter until  his  return,  which  will  be  about  a  month 
hence,  when  days  grow  longer  and  warmer. 
Pox  take  country  ladies  dinners.  In  fpite  of  all 
I  could  fay,  I  was  kept  fo  late  by  their  formality 
on  Thurfday  laft,  that  I  was  forced  to  ride  five 
miles  after  night-fall,  on  the  worft  road  in  Europe^ 
or  county  of  Cavan.  The  Dodtor  cannot  have 
time  to  write  a  word :  he  expefts  a  rogue  of  an 
agent  this  evening,  who  will  not  come,  with  two 
or  three  hundred  pounds  arrears,  by  which  means 
I  (hall  be  kept  here  for  want  of  money,  which  I 
I  was  fool  enough  to  expe£l  to  get  from  him,  to 
bear  my  charges  back.  My  fliin  coft  me  three 
guineas,  and  I  brou^^ht  but  twenty  pounds.  I 
defire  the  room  and  bed  I  lye  in  may  be  often 
aired.  The  do£ior  will  not  lye  at  the  deanry, 
becaufe  it  is  far  from  his  friends,  and  he  is  afraid 
of  robbers.  I  approve  your  name  of  Cub ;  but 
may  your  male  cub  never  fit  in  the  club.  I  will 
not  pay  the  three  {hillings  and  four-pence  for  a 
wife,  as  you  propofe,  becaufe  I  can  get  one  here  for 
two  thirteens.  Mrs.  Donaldfon  is  making  the 
thread  with  her  own  fair  fingers.  I  dare  not  come 
to  town  till  Mifs  Harrifon  gives  me  a  general  dif- 
charge.    I  defire  to  know  her  utmoft  demands. 

My 
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My  chief  amufement  here  is  backgammon.  Dr. 
Sheridan  is  a  peevifli  bungler,  and  I  lometimes 
win  his  money.  Mr.  Price  is  an  expert  civil 
gamefter,  and  I  always  lofe  to  him.  This  is  the 
ftate  of  my  affairs.  The  DoiSlor  is  come  up,  and 
fays  he  will  not  write  a  word,  becaufe  he  is  bufy, 
and  will  fee  you  foon.  Entre  nous  I  will  not  ftay 
when  the  Dodtor  is  gone ;  but  this  is  a  fecret : 
and  if  my  health  and  the  weather  will  permit,  I 
will  be  in  town  two  or  three  days  after  him.  So  I 
clofe  this  letter,  and  remain  entierement  a  vous^  &c. 

My  humble  fervice  to  the  bearer  *  and  his  lady* 
God  ever  blefs  you  and  your  fire  fide. 

LETTER  CVII. 
Earl  of  Orrery  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR   SIR,  Jan.  3,  1735-6. 

J  H  A  V  E  thought  it  more  than  a  century  fince 
1  faw  you.  I  crawled  out  to  you  on  Saturday^ 
but  was  forced  to  come  from  your  houfe  and  go  to 
bed  ;  fince  which  time  I  have  not  ftirred  out  of 
my  chamber.  My  cold  continues  ftill  bad  ;  and  has 
been  hanging  upon  me  now  for  above  a  fortnight. 
Pray  tell  me  when  I  may  hope  to  fee  you  again: 
fif  noias  audire  redder e  voces,  I  dine  at  home 
to-morrow  :  will  you  ftisre  a  fowl  with  me  ?  I 
am  fcarce  able  to  hold  up  my  head  ;  but  the  fight 
of  you  will  go  a  great  way  towards  recovering 
your  ever  obliged  and  faithful  fervant, 

ORRERY. 

*  Mr,  Morgariy  to  whom  this  letter  was  enveloped. 
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LETTER  CVIIL 
Mrs.  Pendarves  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Bath,  7th  Jan.  1735-6, 

Jam  told  you  have  fome  thoughts  of  coming 
here  in  the  fpring.  I  don't  think  it  proper  to  tell 
you  how  well  pleafed  I  am  with  that  faint  prof- 
pe£t ;  for  fuch  I  muft  call  it  till  the  report  is 
confirmed  with  your  own  hand.  I  write  in  all 
halJe  to  know  if  you  really  have  any  fuch  defign  ; 
for  if  you  have,  I  (hall  order  my  affairs  accord- 
ingly, that  I  may  be  able  to  meet  you  here.  The 
good  old  cuftom  of  wifliing  a  happy  new  year  to 
one's  friend  is  now  exploded  among  our  refined 
people  of  the  prefent  age ;  but  I  hope  you  will 
give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  without  being  offended, 
that  I  wilh  you  many  years  of  happinefs.  The 
phyficians  have  at  laft  advifed  my  fifter  to  the 
Bath  warers.  We  have  been  here  a  fortnight  : 
they  do  not  difagree  with  her  ;  that  is  all  can  be 
faid  of  them  at  prefent.  I  wrote  to  you  from 
Paradife^  and  hope  there  is  a  letter  of  yours  tra- 
veiling  towards  me ;  1  think  I  have  ufed  you  to  a 
bad  cuftom  of  late,  that  of  writing  two  letters 
for  one  of  yours.  I  am  often  told  I  have  great 
affurance  in  writing  to  you  at  all,  and  to  be  fure 
I  muft  do  it  with  great  fear  and  trembling.  I  am 
not  believed  when  I  affirm  !  write  to  you  wiih  as 
much  eafe  as  to  any  correfpondent  I  have ;  for  I 
know  you  as  much  above  criticifing  a  letter  of 
mine,  as  I  fliould  be  below  your  notice,  if  I  gave 
myfelf  any  afFefted  airs  :  you  have  encouraged  my 
correfpondence,  and  I  ftiould  be  a  brute  if  I  did 
not  make  the  beft  of  fuch  an  opportunity* 

Bath 
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Both  is  full  of  people,  fuch  as  they  are  ;  none 
worth  giving  you  any  account  of;  my  folace  is 
Mrs.  Barber^  whofe  fpirit  and  good  countenance 
cheers  me  whenever  I  hear  or  fee  her  ;  flie  is  at 
prefent  pretty  well.  Company  is  this  moment 
coming  up  ftairs,  and  I  can  only  add  that  I  am. 
Sir,  your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

M.  PENDARVES. 

LETTER  CIX. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  Cavan,  Jan.  17,  17356. 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  of  reproaches 
with  pleafure  ;  and  as  I  know  you  hate  excufes,  I 
fhall  make  none.  Whoever  has  informed  you 
that  I  was  not  in  my  fchool  at  the  right  time  ap- 
pointed, has  not  done  me  Juftice ;  for  whatever 
elfe  I  may  difappoint,  that  mall  be  inviolably  and 
pundually  obfervcd  by  me.  ^  ^  ^  ^  -sic  ^ 
^         ^    ^         ^    ^    ^  0 

As  for  my  ^jcndam  friends,  as  you  flile  them, 
^londam  them  all.  It  is  the  moft  decent  way  I 
can  curfe  them  ;  for  they  lulled  me  afleep  till  they 
ftole  m.y  fchool  into  the  hands  of  a  blockhead,  and 
have  driven  me  towards  the  latter  end  of  my  life 
to  a  difagreeable  folitude,  where  I  have  the  mifery 
to  refleft  upon  m*y  folly  in  miaking  fuch  a  perfi- 
dious choice,  at  a  time  when  it  was  not  in  my 
nature  to  fufpect  any  foul  upon  earth.  ^  ^  -H^ 
^    %    ^  ^  ^ 

Now  to  think  a  little  for  myfelf.  The  duke  of 
Dorjet  does  certainly  owe  me  a  fmall  living  for  the 
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expenfive  entertainment  I  gave  him  from  Terence 
I  only  want  a  proper  perfon  to  dun  him ;  and  I 
know  it  will  be  done  if  my  lord  Orrery  will  un- 
dertake it.  Do  not  think  me  fanguine  in  this  ; 
for  more  unlikely  and  lefs  reafonable  favours  have 
been  granted.  God  knows  whether,  during  my 
life,  we  fhall  have  another  fcholar  fent  us  for  a 
lord  lieutenant.    ^     ^     ^  ^     ^    ^  ^ 

^    *    ^    ^  -  ^ 

I  wifti  you  as  much  happinefs  as  I  have  plague, 
which  is  enough  for  any  honeft  man.  I  am, 
dear  Sir,  your  mofl:  obedient  and  very  humble 
fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 

LETTER  ex. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Whiteway. 

MY  DEAR  MADAM,  Feb.  i8,  1735-6. 

J  PITY  you  and  your  family,  and  I  heartily 
pray  for  both  :  I  pity  myfelf,  and  my  prayers  are 
not  wanting  ;  but  I  pity  not  him  f .  I  count  al- 
ready that  you  and  1  and  the  world  muft  lofe  him  ; 
but  do  not  lofe  yourfelf.  I  was  born  to  a  million  of 
difappointments  :  I  had  fet  my  heart  very  much 
upon  that  young  man  ;  but  I  find  he  has  no  bufi- 
nefs  in  fo  corrupt  a  world.  Therefore  pray  take 
courage  from  Chriftianity,  which  will  alTift  you 
when  humanity  fails  :  I  wifli  I  were  in  his  con^ 
dition,  with  his  virtues,    i  am  a  little  mending  ^ 

^  This  was  a  play  of  Terence y  afted  by  the  Dr.'s 
fcliolars  for  the  entertainment  of  the  duke. 

^^  Theophilus  Harri/on,  Efq;  a  young  gentleman  of 
three  and  twenty,  v^^ho  was  then  upon  his  death-bed. 

tQ 


C    8t  ) 


to  my  fhame  be  it  fpoken.  I  fliall  alfo  lofe  a  fort 
of  a  fon  as  well  as  you  :  only  our  cafes  are  differ- 
ent ;  for  you  have  more,  and  it  is  your  duty  to 
prefefve  yourfelf  for  them.  I  am  ever  yoiir  moft 
affedionate  and  obedient,  i^c. 

J.  SWIFT. 

LETTER  CXL 
The  Bifliop  ofKiLMORE  *  to  Dr.  Swifts 

REVEREND  SIR,  February  23^  1735-6. 

J  SEND  you  the  whole  piece  f,  fuch  as  it  is  t 
I  fear  you  will  find  the  addition,  purfuant  to  yoiir 
hint,  heavy,  for  I  could  hot  get  my  imaginatiorl 
warmed  to  the  fame  degree  as  in  the  former  part. 
I  hope  you  will  fupply  what  fhall  be  wanting  of 
fpirit ;  and  when  you  have  pruned  the  rough  fea- 
thers, the  Ands  and  Thats,  ^c.  you  will  fend 
the  Kite  to  the  Faulconer,  to  fet  it  a  flying,  I 
am  your  very  faithful  and  obedient  fervant, 

J.  K. 

May  not  I  .claim  three  or  four  copies  when 
printed  ? 

*  Dr  Jojiah  Harte,  afterwards  archbifliop  of  Tuam. 

f  A  fatire  on  Quadrille,  for  which  Mr.  Faulkner 
the  printer  was  fent  to  Newgate.  Vide  Johnfion*^  edi- 
tion of  S^ift'^  works  printed  1765,  letter  N,  65. 
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LETTER  CXIL 
Dr.  S  wiFT  to  Mifs  Harrison. 

DEAR  MISS  HARRISON,  February  23,  1735-6. 

J  A  M  in  all  poflible  concern  for  your  prefent 
fituation  :  I  heartily  wifli  you  could  prevail  on 
your  mother  to  remove  immediately  to  fome  friend 
or  neighbour's  houfe,  that  flie  may  be  out  of  the 
fight  and  hearing  of  what  mufl  be  done  to-day, 
1  wifli  your  eldeft  brother  Whiteway  would  take 
care  to  carry  her  to  fome  part  of  the  town  where 
fhe  might  continue  until  your  houfe  may  be  put 
in  order,  and  every  thing  that  might  renew 
the  memory  of  melancholy  objefls  be  removed. 
Let  your  brother  Whiteway  write  to  me,  that  I 
may  know  how  you  all  are,  particularly  your  poor 
mother.    I  am  ever, 

J.  SWIFT^ 

LETTER  CXIIL 
Dr.  Sherii>an  to  Dr.  Svvift. 

DEAR  SIR,  February 23,  1735  6, 

J  AM  extremely  concerned  to  find  your  old  dif- 
^  order  has  got  hold  of  you  again,  which  would  not 
have  happened  if  you  had  taken  my  advice  to  con- 
tinue here  where  you  were  well.  I  cannot  help 
retorting,  that  I  never  knew  any  perfon  fo  unad- 
vifeable  as  you  are,  efpecially  when  it  comes  from  ' 
me,  who  am  famous  for  giving  the  beft  advice, 
and  following  the  worft.  Surely  Mr.  can- 
not be  fo  unjuft  as  to  let  me  be  above  —  pounds 
a  fufFercr  for  that  profligate  brute  he  (baked  off 

upon 
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upon  me  :  if  he  does  perfevere  in  it,  I  will  let  all 
mankind  know,  that  he  a£ls  rather  like  a  little 
rafcally  Irijh  folicitor  than  a  man  of  honour.  I 
have  already  almoft  finilhed  a  dialogue  between 
Lady  Betty  Tattle  and  John  Solemn  (if  my  money 
be  not  paid,  neceflity  muft  make  me  write  for 
brfead)  upon  a  fubjedt  they  will  not  much  like  5 
which  I  vow  to  God  fliall  be  publifhed.  As  I  do 
not  wear  a  fword,  I  muft  have  recburfe  to  the 
weapon  in  my  hand.  It  is  a  better  method  than 
a  law-fuit.  My  fchool  only  fupplies  me  with  pre- 
fent  food,  without  which  I  cannot  live,  I  hope, 
if  I  have  any  friends  left,  it  may  encreafe,  and 
once  more  put  me  out  of  a  miferable  dependancc 
upon  the  caprice  of  friendftiip.  This  year  has 
been  to  me  like  fteering  through  the  Cyclades  in  a 
ftorm  without  a  rudder  ;  I  hope  to  have  a  lefs 
dangerous  and  more  open  fea  the  next  ;  and  as 
you  are  out  of  all  danger  to  feel  the  like  fufFerings, 
1  pray  God  you  may  never  feel  a  dun  to  the  end 
of  your  lifej  for  it  is  too  lliocking  to  an  honeft 
heart.  It  grieves  me  much  to  hear  poor  Mr. 
Harrifon  is  in  fuch  a  dangerous  way.  I  pray  God 
preferve  him,  not  only  for  his  poor  mother's  fake, 
but  the  good  of  mankind  ;  for  I  think  I  never 
knew  fo  valuable  a  young  m*an.  I  bcfeech  you  to 
let  me  know,  by  the  next  poft,  hov/  he  is.  I 
fear  the  worft  of  that  horrid  treacherous  diftemper, 
I  am,  dear  Sir^  with  all  refpedi:,  your  moft  obe- 
dient and  very  bumble  fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 

I  loft  fixty-fix  pounds  by  a  rogue  whg  run  off 
Drumcor  laft  year. 

\ 

J 
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LETTER  CXIV. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Whiteway, 

DEAR  MADAM,  February  15,  1735-6. 

J  N  the  midft  of  your  grief  and  my  own  for  the 
fame  misfortune,  I  cannot  forbear  complaining  of 
your  conduft  through  the  whole  courfe  of  your 
afflicSlion,  which  made  you  not  only  neglecS:  yourfelf, 
but  the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  are  left,  and, 
by  the  fame  law^  of  nature,  have  an  equal  title  to 
"your  care.  I  writ  on  Monday  to  Mifs  Harrifon^ 
that  fhe  would  beg  you,  in  my  name,  to  remove 
fome  hours  to  a  neighbour,  that  your  ears  might 
not  be  harrafled  with  the  preparations  for  what 
was  then  to  be  done.  She  told  me  you  would  not 
yield  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fhe  much  feared 
fhe  muft  lofe  you  too.  Some  degree  of  wifdom  is 
required  in  the  greateft  calamity,  becaufe  God 
requires  it ;  becaufe  he  knows  what  is  beft  for  us^; 
becaufe  he  never  intended  any  thing  like  perfe£t 
liappinefs  in  the  prefent  life;  and,  becaufe  it  is 
our  duty,  as  well  as  intereft,  to  fubmit.  I  will 
make  you  another  propofal,  and  fhall  take  it  very 
unkindly  if  you  do  not  comply.  It  is,  that  you 
would  come  hither  this  day  immediately,  where 
you  will  have  a  convenient  apartment,  and  leave 
the  fcene  that  will  be  always  putting  you  in  mind 
of  your  lofs.  Your  daughter  can  manage  the 
houfe,  and  fometimes  flep  to  fee  you.  All  care 
fhall  be  taken  of  you,  and  Dr.  Robinfon  will  vifit 
you  v/ith  more  eafe,  if  you  have  occaiion  for  him. 
Mrs.  Ridgczvay  fliall  attend  you,  and  I  will  be 
your  com*panion.    Let  Mifs  Harrijon  return  mc 
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an  anfwer,  and  things  fhall  be  ready  for  you.  I 
am  ever,  with  true  efteem  and  affe6tion,  dear 
Madam,  your  moft  obedient  fervant  and  cou  fin, 

J.  S  W  I  F  T. 

LETTER  CXV. 

Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift, 

D  E  A  R   S  I  R,  Feb.  29,  1735-6. 

I  SINCERELY  condole  with  you  for  the 
unfpeakable  lofs  of  Mr.  Harrifon^  which  cannot 
be  repaired  in  any  other  of  his  age  in  this  world 
It  wounds  my  heart  every  moment  I  recolle£l  him. 
I  do  verily  believe  no  man  living  has  met  with 
fuch  fevere  trials  in  lofTes  of  this  kind  as  you  have; 
and  for  this  laR-,  I  muft  own,  that  I  have  great 
compaflion  for  you,  as  he  was  every  day  growing 
more  and  more  into  a  friend  and  companion  ; 
efpecially  at  a  time  of  life  which  requires  fuch  a 
comfort.  God  Almighty  fupport  his  poor  mo- 
ther *  ;  for  none  elfe  can  give  her  confolation 
under  fuch  a  dreadful  affliction. 

Poor  old  Mr.  Price  cannot  hold  out  a  fortnight; 
and  his  fon  claims  your  promife  of  getting  him 
fomething  from  the  Concordatum  :  if  it  overtakes 
him  alive,  it  may  be  a  legacy  for  a  worthy  fufFer- 
ing  perfon,  who  has  fallen  a  facrifice  to  his  prin- 
ciples. I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  all  refpe£l,  your 
moft  obedient  and  very  humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN, 

*  Mrs.  White^ay, 

G3 
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LETTER  CXVI. 

The   Honourable  Thomas   Carter  to 

Dr.  S  w I  FT. 

S  I  R>  Hfenrietta-ftrect,  March  ii,  1735-6. 

J  WOULD  have  waited  on  you,  when  I  feht 
my  fervant  with  a  meflage,  but  was  informed  you 
did  not  fee  company, 

I  have  no  doubt  the  printer  will  have  occafiou 
for  a  great  many  cargoes  from  our  friend  Mr. 
"Jarvis, 

I  am  very  glad  I  had  an  opportunity  of  doing 
any  thing  agreeable  to  you.  I  have  long  wifhed 
fbr  feme  inftance  of  affuring  you  that  I  am,  with 
great  refpecS,  your  moft  obedient  and  moft  hum-* 
We  fervant, 

THOMAS  CARTER. 

LETTER  CXVn. 
Dr.   Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  V  March  ay,  i73€. 

J  HAD  a  pleafure  and  grief  at  once  in  your 
letter,  to  find  you  had  not  forgotten  me,  and  to 
find  you  uneafy  at  a  thing  whicn  God  only  can 
mend.  The  dream,  which  I  had  before  the  re- 
ceipt of  yours,  was  fo  odd  and  out  of  the  way, 
that  if  Artemidorus  were  living,  he  would  confefs 
it  to  be  out  of  all  methods  of  interpretation  ;  yet 
I  cannot  avoid  imparting  it  to  you,  becaufe  if  you 
be  not  much  changed,  no  man  ever  could  fift  a 
matter  to  the  truth  beyond  you.    Thus  it  was  ; 

Imprimis y  I  fell  afleep  (or  I  could  not  dream) 
and  what  was  the  firft  thing  I  faw,  but  honeft 
Cato  in  a  cock-boat  by  himfelf,  engaging  not  only 
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d  large  fleet  of  foreigners,  but  now  and  then 
obliged  to  tack  about  againfl:  fome  dirty  (battered 
floats,  filled  with  his  own  countrymen.  All  were 
his  enemies,  e?(cept  a  very  few,  who  were  prefTed 
and  carried  on  againfl;  their  will  by  the  arbitrary 
power,  of  the  rowers.  I  would  give  a  fliilling,  as 
low  as  money  is  reduced,  to  know  the  meaning 
of  it.    ^    ^    ^  ^ 

LETTER  CXVIII. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Mrs,  Alba  Via. 

DEAR  MADAM, 

X  THANK  my  dear  friend  the  Dean  and  you 
for  your  kind  warning  againfl:  a  cold,  which,  I 
thank  God,  is  not  among  us,  as  I  told  you  in  my 
lafl:,  Whiflcey,  of  which  I  take  half  a  pint  in  the 
twenty-four  hours,  with  an  agreeable  mixture  of 
garlick,  bitter  orange,  gentian-root,  fnake-root, 
wormwood,  &c.  hath  preferved  me  from  the 
afthma  for. three  weeks  pafl:  to  any  violent  degree. 
I  am  happy  when  my  gafpings  are  no  quicker  than 
thofe  of  a  very  quick  walker.  So  much  for 
myfelf. 

Now  for  your  jewel  of  a  fon.  I  never  met 
with  any  boy  of  his  age  of  fuch  thorough  good 
fenfe,  and  fo  great  a  thirfl:  for  improving  himfelf. 
I  thank  God,  he  is  as  you  and  I  could  wifli.  The 
Dean  will  have  pleafure  to  examine  him.  Adieu. 


G  4 
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LETTER  CXIX. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift, 

PEAR   SIR,  April  3d,  1736. 

J  WOULD  have  written  laft  poft,  but  I  had 
fuch  a  violent  head  ach,  that  I  could  no  more 
think  than  a  cabbage.  And  now  all  the  bufin^fs 
I  have  is  to  make  you  a  paper  vifit,  only  to  afk 
you,  how  you  do  ?  You  may  think  me  imperti-? 
rent  for  the  queftion  ;  but  when  I  tel)  you,  that 
I  h^ve  not  above"  three  friends,  you  will  not  won-^ 
der  that  1  fhould  be  afraid  of  lofmg  one  of  them ; 
and  therefore  I  muft  give  you  fome  rules  of 
regimen. 

1.  Walk  little  and  moderately. 

2.  Ride  flow  and  often. 

3.  Keep  your  temper  even  with  my  friend 
Mrs.  WhiUway. 

4.  Do  net  ftrain  your  voice. 

5.  Fret  not  at  your  fervants  blunders, 

6.  Take  a  chearful  glafs 

7.  Study  as  little  4s  pofiible. 

8.  Find  out  a  merry  fellow,  and  be  much  with 
him, 

'< 

Get  thefe  precepts  by  heart,  and  obferve  them 
ftriSly,  and  my  life  for  yours  we  fliall  fee  better 
times  in  the  next  century. 

I  am  now  fowing  fome  peafe  and  beans,  and 
writing  a  fatire  upon  Mr.  Fairbrother^  whom  I 
flile  Fowlbrother  the  parifli-boy.    It  begins  thus  ; 


Thou 
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Thou  lowed  fcoundrel  of  the  fcoundrel  kind, 
5xtra£l  of  all  the  dregs  of  all  mankind. 

And  fhall  end  thus  : 

I'll  make  thy  dunghill  reputation  f— — k. 
Write  thee  to  death  with  thy  own  pens  and  Ink. 

If  you  can  think  of  any  hints  of  a  fofter  kind,  I 
beg  you  may  fend  them  by  the  next  pofl: ;  for  I 
^m  in  hafte  to  whip  the  rafcal  through  DuhUn, 
Prefent  my  very  humble  fervice  to  Mrs.  fPhiteway^ 
May  angels  proteft  and  keep  you  for  the  fake  of 
your  friends,  is  the  fincere  wifli  of  your  moft 
obedient  and  very  humble  fervant. 

While  footman  like  he  waits  in  every  hall. 
His  ill-match'd  wife  is  w^e!]  receiv'd  by  alL 
Graceful  and  comely  flie,  he  fcarce  a  man, 
A  dire  contraft'of  fcald-crow  with  a  fv/an. 

LETTER  CXX. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift  and  Mrs. 

W  H  1  T  E  w  A  Y. 
DEAR   SIR,  May  i2tb,  i  736. 

I  SEND  you  an  encomium  upon  Fowlhroiher' 
inclofed,  which  I  hope  you  will  corred>  ;  and  if 
the  world  fliould  charge  me  with  flattery,  you 
will  be  fo  good  as  to  explain  the  obligations  I  lie 
under  to  that  great  and  good  bookfeller. 

M  A  D  A  M, 

How  the  plague  can  you  expect  that  I  fiiould 
anfvver  two  perfons  at  once,  except  you  fliould 

think 
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thtiik  I  haJ  two  heads ;  but  this  is  not  the  only 
giddinefs  you  have  been  guilty  of.  However,  I 
fhall  not  let  the  Dean  know  it. 

r 

SIR, 

I  wonder  you  would  truft  Mrs.  Whlteway  to 
write  any  thing  in  your  letter.    You  have  been 
always  too  generous  in  your  confidence.  Nevcrr 
was  any  gentleman  fo  betrayed  and  abufed.  She 
laid  more  of  you  than  I  dare  commit  to  this  paper. 

M  A  D  A  M, 

I  have  let  the  Dean  know  all  the  kind  things 
you  faid  of  him  to  me,  and  that  he  has  not  fuch  a 
true  friend  in  the  world.  I  hope  you  will  make 
bim  believe  the  fame  of  me. 

SIR, 

I  wifli  you  would  banifli  her  your  boufe,  and 
take  my  wife  in  her  ftead,  who  loves  you  dearly, 
and  would  take  all  proper  care,  if  any  ficknefs  fhouid 
feize  you.  She  would  as  infallibly  take  as  much 
care  of  you  as  ever  (he  did  of  me  :  and  you  know 
her  to  be  a  good-natured,  chearful,  agreeable  com- 
panion, and  a  very  handy  woman  ;  whereas  Mrs. 
Whlteway  is  a  morofe,  difagreeable  prater,  and  the 
inoft  aukward  devil  about  a  fick  perfon,  and  very 
jll-natured  into  the  barg-ain. 

MADAM, 

I  believe  it  will  not  i:equire  any  proteflations 
to  convince  you,  that  you  have  not  a  more  fincere 
friend  upon  the  earth  than  I  am.  The  Dean 
confeffes  that  he  had  fome  little  dillikings  to  you 
(I  fancy  he  hears  fome  whifpers  againft  you)  but 

I  believe 
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I  believe  his  fhare  of  this  letter  will  fet  all  matters 
right.  I  know  he  has  too  much  honour  to  read 
your  part  of  it  ;  and  therefore  I  may  venture  to 
(peak  my  mind  freely  concerning  him.  Pray, 
between  ourfelves,  is  he  not  grown  very  pofitive 
of  late  ?  He  ufed  formerly  to  liften  to  his  friends 
advice,  but  now  we  may  as  well  talk  to  a  fea- 
ftorm.  1  could  fay  more,  only  I  fear  this  letter 
may  mifcarry, 

SIR, 

I  beg  that  impertinent  woman,  who  has  unac- 
countably got  your  ear,  may  not  interrupt  you, 
while  you  read  the  encomium,  and  while  you 
give  it  a  touch  of  your  brulh  j  for  I  fear  the  co- 
lours are  not  ftrong  enough.  Cannot  you  draw 
another  pi6ture  of  him  ?  |  v/ifh  you  would  ;  for 
he  is  a  fubje(9:  fit  for  the  fineft  hand.  What  a 
glorious  thing  it  would  be  to  make  him  hang 
himfelf ! 

As  to  bufinefs,  I  have  nothing  to  fay  about 
money  yet  a  while  ;  but  by  the  next  poft  you  fiiali 
have  two  fcholars  notes,  which  will  amount  to 

about  fourteen  or  fifteen  pounds  ;  and  if  Mr.  

can  force  himfelf  to  do  me  juftice,  it  will  put 
about  twenty-five  pounds  in  your  pocket.  But 
then  you  muft  remark,  that  you  will  put  twenty 

of  it  out  again,   and  fend  it  to  Mrs.  .  I 

have  nobody  after  that  to  gather  for  but  you  ;  and 
if  money  comes  in  as  I  expecSl,  you  may  borrow 
from,  fir,  yours.  My  tenants  are  as  poor  as  ^oby 
and  as  wicked  as  his  wife,  or  the  dogs  would 
have  given  me  fome  money  before  this.  Mr. 
Jones  fwears  he  will  not  pay  you  the  bond  which  I 
gave  you,  except  you  come  down  to  receive  it ; 
for  he  thinks  it  but  reafonable  that  you  fhould 

hc>nolir 
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honour  Behurlet  as  well  as  Cavan.  Mr.  Co^te 
would  give  three  of  his  eyes  to  fee  you  at  Cootc^ 
MIL  All  the  country  long  for  you.  My  green 
reefe,  t^fc,  are  grown  too  fat.  I  have  twenty 
iambs,  upon  honour,  as  plump  as  puffins,  and  as 
delicate  as  ortolans.  I  eat  one  of  them  yefterday. 
A  bull,  a  bull ;  hoh,  I  cry  mercy.  As  I  return 
from  the  county  of  Galway  next  vacation,  I  intend 
to  make  Dublin  my  way,  in  order  to  condu£t  you 
hither.  Our  country  is  now  in  high  beauty,  and 
every  inch  of  it  walkable.  I  wifti  you  all  happi- 
nefs  till  1  fee  you  ;  and  remain,  with  all  refpexSt, 
jour  moft  obedient  and  very  humble  lervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN, 

LETTER  CXXI. 
Charles  Ford,  Efq;   to  Dr.  S  w"  i  f  t. 

DEAR   SIR,  London,  June  3d,  1736. 

HOUGH  you  have  left  ofF  correfponding  with 
me  thefe  two  years  and  a  half,  I  cannot  leave  you 
ofF  yet ;  and  1  think  this  is  the  fixth  letter  I  have 
fcnt  you,  fmce  I  have  heard  one  word  of  you  from 
your  own  hand.  My  lord  Oxford  told  me  laft 
winter  that  he  had  heard  from  you,  and  you  were 
then  well.  Mr,  Ccdfar  very  lately  told  me  the 
fame.  It  is  always  the  moft  welcome  news  that 
can  come  to  me  ;  but  it  would  be  a  great  addition 
to  my  pleafure  to  have  it  from  yourfelf ;  and  you 
know  my  fmcere  regard  for  you  may  in  fome  mea- 
sure claim  it. 

I  have  been  engarred  thefe  five  months  in  a 
moft  troublefome  law-fuit  with  an  Irij})  chairman. 
Thofe  fellows  fwarm  about  5/.  James's^  and  will 
hardly  allow  you  to  walk  half  a  ftreet,  or  even  in 

the 
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th«  Park^  on  the  faireft  day.    This  rafcal  rSlhci 
into  the  entry  of  a  tavern  to  force  me  into  his 
chair,  ran  his  poles  againft  me,  and  would  not 
let  me  pafs  till  1  broke  his  head.    He  made  a 
jeft  of  it  that  night ;  but  the  next  morning  an 
Irljh  folicitor  came,  out  of  profound  refpeit,  to 
advife  ine  to  make  the  fellow  amends  :  he  toll 
a  difmal  ftory  of  the  furgeon  and  the  bloody  fhirt, 
and  fpoke  againft  his  own  intereft,  merely  to  hin- 
der me,  whom  he  had  never  leen  before,  from 
being  expofed.    Neither  his  kind  perfuafions,  nor 
the  prudent  councils  of  our  friend  Mr.  L— — , 
and  a  few  more,  could  prevail  on  me.    A  fev^r  , 
days  after,  the  folicitor  brought  me  a  bill  found 
by  the  grand  jury,  and  a  warrant  under  the  hand 
of  three  jultices  againft  yohn  Ford^  without  any 
other  addition.   To  fhew  his  good  will,  he  would 
not  affront  me  by  executing  the  warrant;  but  de- 
fired  I  would  go  to  any  juftice  of  peace,  and  give 
bail  to  appear  the  next  quarter  feffions.    By  my 
not  doing  it,  he  found  out  the  miftake  of  the 
name,  which  he  faid  fhould  be  re<?tified  in  a  new 
bill,  and  if  I  would  not  comply  with  their  de- 
mands, after  they  had  tried  me  for  the  alTault, 
they  would  bring  an  a£lion  of  eighty  or  an  hun- 
dred pounds  damages,    I  threatened  in  my  turn  ; 
at  which  he  laughed,  as  I  fliould  do^  if  a  little 
child  fhould  threaten  to  knock  me  down.  As 
they  proceeded  againft  me,  I  thought  it  time  to 
begin  with  them,  and  fpoke  to  an  acquaintance 
of  mine,  ajuftice  of  peace,  who  fent  a  warrant 
for  the  fellow,  upon  the  waiter's  oath,  for  affault- 
ing  me,  and  by  a  ImaH  ftretch  of  power,  committed 
him  to  the  Gate-houjc^  where  he  remained  fome 
days  for  want  of  bail.    I  believe  his  bail  wpuld 
hardly  have  been  'judged  fufficient,  if  his  Lifl) 
folicitor  had  not  i^one  to  another  juftice,  and 

taken 
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taken  a  falfe  oath,  that  the  gentleman  who  com* 
mitted  him  was  out  of  town.  This  perjury,  it 
feems,  cannot  be  puniftied,  becaufe  it  was  not 
upon  record.  We  prefented  bills  againft  each 
other  to  the  grand  jury,  among  whom  there  hap- 
pened luckily  to  be  fome  gentlemen  ;  and  though 
I  did  not  know  them,  by  their  means  my  bill 
was  found,  and  his  returned  ignoramus.  Then  I 
indi£led  him  in  the  crown-office,  the  terror  of  the 
low  people,  where  they  often  plague  one  another, 
and  always  make  u(e  of  againft  thofe  of  better 
rank.  Still  the  fellow  bluftered,  and  refufed  to 
make  it  up,  unlefs  I  would  pay  his  expences ;  for 
his  lawyer  had  perfuaded  him,  that  in  the  end 
he  ^hould  recover  damages  fufficient  to  make 
amends  for  all.  While  he  ruined  himfelf  by  law, 
he  loft  his  bufinefs  ;  for  no  gentleman  would  take 
his  chair.  This  brought  down  his  proud  ftomach  ; 
he  came  to  me  two  days  ago,  made  his  fubmiffions, 
we  gave  reciprocal  releafes  from  all  adtions,  iifr. 
and  I  have  already  received  the  thanks  of  above 
forty  gentlemen,  for  procuring  them  liberty  to 
walk  the  ftreets  in  quiet.  Thus  this  great  affair 
has  ended  like  the  Torkjhire  petition,  which  has 
been  the  chief  bufinefs  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
this  feffion.  Towards  the  end,  indeed,  they  found 
a  little  time  to  ibew  their  good  will  to  the  church. 
It  is  the  general  opinion,  that  the  a£l  for  repeal- 
ing the  Teft  would  have  paffed,  if  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  had  not  feen  the  neceffity  of  his  fpeaking, 
which  he  did  in  the  moft  artful  manner  he  had 
ever  done  in  his  life.  Several  courtiers  voted 
againft  him,  as  well  as  moft  of  the  patriots,  and 
among  others,  lord  Bathurjt\  two  fons.  In  the 
houfe  of  lords,  next  to  the  duke  of  Argyle^  your 
friend  Bathurjl  and  lord  (Carteret  have  (hewn  moft 
rancour  ao-ainft         ■  .    It  is  a  melancholy  re- 

fledlion. 
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-fle<fticft,  that  all  the  great  officers  of  ftate,  and 
the  whole  bench  of  biihops,  joined  to  the  Tories^ 
could  not  prevent  any  one  queftion  in  disfavour  of 
the  Church. 

I  am  afked  every  day,  if  there  be  no  hopes  of 
ever  feeing  you  here  again ;  and  am  forry  not  to 
be  able  to  give  any  account  of  your  intentions.  I 
doubt  my  long  letters  quitq  tire  your  patience; 
and  therefore  conclude  v^ith  aflbring  you,  that 
nobody  wiflies  you  all  happinefs  more  than  I  do^ 
who  am  moft  intirely  yours, 

LETTER  CXXIL 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  J«ne3d,  173S. 

jj^/J^R.  Lucas  is  now  in  Dublin^  who  will  pay 

that  fmall  bill  on  demand.    I  hope  Mr.  will 

not  difappoint  us,  and  then  poor  Mrs.  ■  will 
be  relieved,  I  muft  fet  out  foon  for  Dublin,  At 
iiiy  return  I  will  wait  upon  you  to  bring  you  home 
with  me.  The  weather  muft  and  (hall  be  good  ; 
and  you  muft  and  (hall  be  in  your  health  \  and 
you  muft  and  ftiall  come  with  me. 

My  walk  it  is  finifh't, 
My  money  diminifti't; 
But  when  you  come  down, 
rU  hold  you  a  crown 
You'll  foon  make  me  rich, 
Or  ril  die  in  a  ditch. 

Pray  think  of  things  beforehand,  and  do  not  be 
as  giddy  as  ufual.  The  walk  is  an  hundred  and 
twelve  yards  long  :  I  hoge  that  will  pleafe  you. 

9  My 
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My  rolling-ftone  coft  me  dear.    If  I  jfliould  evei* 
grow  rich,  as  God  foibid  I  Ihould,    I  would  buy 
two  hogftieads  of  wine  at  once.    You  muft  knovr 
I  have  bought  turf  for  you,  which  burns  like  fo 
many  tapers.    My  fon  writes  me  word  that  Mr. 
Fefey's  family  are  angry  with  me  fqr  infertlng  fome 
lines  in  the  Legion  Clitb  touching  him.    Upon  my 
ibul,  I  never  inferted  one  line  in  it :   and  upon 
the  whole,  I  care  not  whether  thev  believe  me 
or  not.    All  my  garden  things  are  in  top  order. 
Are  not  you  fick  of  Dublin  this  hot  weather  ? 
How  can  you  ftew  in  fuch  an  oven  ?   My  flieep 
begin  now  to  fatten  ;  I  hope  they  will  pleafe  you 
very  v.  elL    You  favv  the  king's  fpeech,  I  fuppofe. 
I  am  glad  to  find  by  it,  that  he  refolves  to  ftand 
by  us.    Our  breams  here  are  exceeding  good  and 
fat  ;   we  drefs  them  with  carp  fauce.  Doctor 
Walmjlcy  writes  me  word  by  laft  poft,  that  they  are 
making  way  to  bring  me  to  Armagh,    Martin  is 
quite  outrageous  mad,  and  his  relations  are  now 
taking  out  a  writ  of  lunacy  ;  fo  that  if  my  lord 
Orrery  v/ould  only  mention  me  to  the  lord  pri- 
mate, it  v/ould  do.    I  know  my  lord  chancellor 
is  fo  well  inclined  towards  me,  that  he  would 
willingly  join  jn  the  requeft.    Confider  the  lands 
are  worth  four  hundred  a  year,  and  the  lituation 
much  more  advantageous.    This  muft  be  a  fecret, 
upon  feveral  accounts.-    So  much  for  bufinefs, 
and  no  more.    My  artichoaks,   I  do  not  mean 
my  hearty  jokes,  are  in  great  plenty  ;  fo  are  my 
ftrawberries.    I  hear  that  the  czarina,  KouU  Kan^ 
and  the  emperor  will  overrun  Turkey,    You  will 
not  know  my  houfe  when  you  fee  it  next,  it  will 
be  fo  altercated.    Pray  what  fays  goody  Whiteway 
to  the  v/orld  ?  I  hear  flie  gives  herfelf  ftrange  air^ 
of  late  in  calling  me  nothing  but  Sheridan,  This 
comes  of  too  much  farmiiiarity.    When  I  come 

next 
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next  to  your  houfe,  I  fhall  make  her  keep  her 
diltaiice,  efpecially  when  company  is  prefenc;  for 
fhe  wants  to  be  pulled  down.  My  young  turnips^ 
carrots,  beans,  and  peafe  are  in  tine  order ;  you 
mud  pay  half  a  crown  a  quart,  if  you  eat  any. 
I  (hall  be  very  reafonable  as  to  the  reft  of  your 
diet. 

You  fhall  want  nothing  fit  for  mortal  man 
To  eat  or  drink,  'tis  all  that  I  do  can. 

And  all  that's  expedient. 

From  your  moft  obedient. 


LETTER  CXXIIL 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift, 


DEAR  SIR,  June  5th,  1736. 

I  A  M  fo  tormented,  and  have  been  for  eight 
days,  with  the  p — s,  that  I  lie  ftretched  in  my 
bed  as  I  now  write ;  however,  I  think  they  begin 
to  be  eafier,  and  I  have  hopes  that  I  fliall  be  able 
to  attend  in  my  fchool  on  Monday,  Surely  no 
perfon  can  be  fo  ftupid  as  to  imagine  you  v/rot« 
the  panegyric  on  the  Legion  Club,  I  have  feen 
and  read  it  in  various  editions,  which  indeed 
makes  me  imagine  every  body  to  be  its  author  ; 
and  what  they  have  done  to  deferve  fuch  treatment, 
is  to  me  a  myftery. 

I  never  writ  in  this  pofture  before  ;  and  there- 
fore wonder  not  if  lines  and  words  be  crooked. 
My  pains  are  likewife  great  ;  and  therefore,  whe- 
ther I  will  or  not,  I  muft  take  pains  with  this 
letter. 

Now  as  to  your  coming  down  here,  the  weather 
wiU  be  good,  the  roads  ple^fant,  and  my  com- 
VoL.  VI.  H  panv 
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pany  likewife,  to  fet  out  with  you  from  Dublin  on 
Thurfday  fortnight,  and  to  bring  you  here  in  three 
days.  I  have  three  deer-parks  at  my  command  ; 
Cootes^  Fleming^s^  and  Hamilton's.  I  have  at 
prefent  forty  chickens,  all  fat ;  twenty  fheep  of 
my  own,  and  fixteen  lambs  (for  lamb  will  be  in 
feafon  a  month  longer)  geefe,  turkeys,  fffc.  My 
hens  are  hatching,  my  houfe  is  thatching,  my 
geefe  a  gagling,  my  wife  a  dragling,  my  corn  a 
thrafhing,  my  flieep  a  wafhing,  my  turf  a  draw- 
ing, my  timber  fawing,  my  gravel-walk  raking, 
my  rolling-ftone  making,  my  ale  a  brewing, 
myfelf  a  ftewing,  my  boys  a  teaching,  my  webs 
a  bleaching,  my  daughter's  reading,  my  garden 
weeding,  my  lime  a  burning,  my  milk  a  churning. 

In  fliort,  all  nature  feems  to  be  at  work,  i 
Bufy  as  Kouly  Kan  againft  the  Turk,  I 

i  do  not  wonder  that  Mr.  Towers  has  difcarded 
that  gracelefs  whelp  ;  but  I  wonder  more  he  kept 
him  above  a  week.  He  has  a  genius  for  mifchief 
would  jade  even  the  devil  to  attend  him.  If  Mrs. 
Whiteway  will  prove  falfe,  I  have  willows  enough 
to  crown  me,  and  ladies  enough  here  to  pick  and 
chufe,  where  I  like  beft.  The  Summer  has  brought 
them  and  the  flies  in  great  abundance  into  our 
county  ;  the  latter  I  think  indeed  lefs  troublefome. 
All  of  them  long  for  your  coming  \  but  I  know 
not  whether  you  long  for  them.  I  am  grieved  to 
hear  you  have  loft  fo  much  flefli,  which  indeed 
is  my  prefent  cafe.  If  my  Ikin  were  dry,  my 
bones  would  rattle  like  a  bag  of  bobbins.  How- 
ever, I  make  no  doubt  but  to  plump  us  both  up 
by  the  help  of  fome  houfewife's  remedies.  My 
poor  dear  wife  has  run  mad  for  joy  of  your  coming  : 
fte  fwears  by  all  the  dirt  about  her,  which  is  a 

cart-load, 
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cart-load,  that'  you  are  more  welcoftie  than  a 
dram  to  her.  Sure  I  have  a  graveUwalk  finiftied 
twelve  perches  in  length,  eight  gradations  of 
peafe,  which  will  laft  you  to  05loher,  You  can- 
not imagine  what  a  good  houfewife  I  am  grown  ; 
my  garden  is  well  Itocked  ;  I  have  every  thing 
but  money  :  but  tha/t  is  neither  here  nor  there. 
Mr.  "Jones  will  order  the  money  by  fiffl:  opportu- 
nity.   May  all  happinefs  attend  you. 

LETTER  CXXIV. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dt.  Sv^ift. 

I DEAR  SIR,  Jiine  23d,  172^. 

F  you  can  believe  me,  I  can  afTure  you,  that 
we  have  a  great  plenty  of  fiies  at  Cavan  ;  and  let 
me  whiiper  you  in  this  letter,  nec  dejunt  pedicuU 
nec  pulices  ;  but  I  befeech  you  not  to  fpealc  of  it. 
5/  me  ncn  fallit  obfervtttio^  we  fhall  have  more  of 
the  Egyptian  plagues,  quippe  thukittida  rnilHum  die 
crajiino  adventura  e/i  in  Cavanniam  nojlram,    I  do 
not  know  what  the  d^vil  they  will  do  for  meat. 
De  nojlro  cibo^  nifi  furtim^  aut  vi  ahripiant^  uxor 
me  capiat^  ft  guffaverint.    The  ladies  are  already 
befpeaking  feats  in  my  field  upon  the  hill,  SpeSfa-* 
turn  veniunt^  veriiuTft  fpe^eniur  uf  ipfa.    Ho,  brave 
.colonels,  captains,-  lieutenants,  and  cornets,  adeo 
■  hie  jplendentes  congregantur  uf  ipjis  pavombuz  pudorem 
incutiunty  of  which  I  atn  an  eye-witnefs^,  dejsSiis 
capitibtis  cctudds  d^miitunt.    Our  bakers  are  all  fo 
bitfy  uf>on  this  occafion,  that  they  double  the 
heat  of  the  weather,  atque  urunt  qfficinas.  But 

•  when  the  ai*my  fires  on  Fridtiy^  proh  "Jupiter!  in- 

*  fernum  redoUkunt  et  fpirabunt.  The  noife  of  guns, 
the  neighing  of  the  horfes,  and  the  ^vomens 
tongue^^^  CG^iti?if  atque  Urras  mifcebunt. 

H  2  Groufe 
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Groufe  pouts  are  come  in, 
I've  feme  in  my  bin. 
To  butter  your  chin  ; 
When  done  with  our  din — 
— ner,  through  thick  and  thin 
We'll  walk  out  and  in. 
And  care  not  a  pin 
Who  thinks  it  a  fin. 
We  make  fome  folks  grin, 
By  lafliing  their  kin,  ^c. 

I  could  not  mention  troop-horfes,  guin  Pegafus 
nofler  lufit  exultirn  ut  vtdes  ;  fed  jam  Jiahulo  inclufu$ 
de  verftbus  nihil  amplius.  You  may  be  furprized 
at  this  motley  epiftle  ;  but  you  muft  know  that  I 
fell  upon  my  head  the  other  day,  and  the  fall 
ftiook  away  half  my  Englijh  and  Latin^  cum  omnia 
lingua  Gallicay  Hifpanicay  nec  non  Italica.  I  would 
xather  indeed  my  wife  had  loft  her  one  tongue  Z^- 
ialiter^  quoniam  equidem  nullus  dubiio  niji  radicitus 
ivelleretur  tonitrni  fuperaret. 

I  wifli  your  reverence  were  here  to  hear  the 
trumpets  ; 

Miftakc  me  not,  for  i  mean  not  the  ftrumpets. 

Well,  when  will  you  come  down,  or  will  you 
come  at  all  ?  I  think  you  may,  can,  might,  could, 
would,  or  ought  to  come.  My  houfe  is  enlarg- 
ing, and  you  may  now  venture  to  bring  your 
own  company  with  you;  namley,  the  provoft, 

archdeacon  frally  the  bilhop  of  Clogher^  and  , 

by  way  of  enlivening  the  reft.  Do  not  let  my 
lord  Orrery  come  with  them  ;  for  I  know  they 
will  not  be  pleafed  with  his  company.  My  love 
to  my  fweetheart  Mrs,  Whiteway^  if  flie  continues 
conftantj  if  not,  my  hatred  and  my  gall.  Ex- 

cufc 
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cufc  my  hafte.  I  hope  by  the  next  poft  to  make 
up  for  this  fhort  epiftle.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  all 
affedion  and  refpe£l,  your  moft  obedient  humbje 
fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 
I  fend  you  a  letter  from  Mr.  Carte. 
LETTER  CXXV. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift. 

IDE  AR  SIR,  July  6,  1736. 

SUSPECT  that  fomc  fecret  villain  has  pre- 
vented the  lord  chancellor  to  fign  my  commiffion  ; 
and  therefore  I  intreat  the  favour  of  you  to  know 
the  meaning  of  it  from  hi^  excellency  ;  for  I  had 
his  confent  by  a  recommendation  from  my  lord  chief 
baron  Marley^  and  Mr.  juftice  Ward,  The  fum- 
mer  is  going  ofF  faft,  fo  are  my  beft  fowl ;  and 
you  are  not  yet  come.  Will  you  not  corne  for 
your  fix  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  ?  We  have  no 
way  to  carry  it  except  you  come  for  it  yqurfelf : 
and  do  not  forget  to  bring  the  deed  of  fale  with 
you  for  the  Marahills  and  Drumcor.  I  wifli  you 
could  fail  \vith  them  hither  to  fave  you  the  trouble 
of  riding,  which  I  would  rather  fee  than  fifty 
pounds  which  I  would  fet  my  hand  and  feal  to. 
Mr.  Jones^  as  I  told  you  before,  will  not  pay  any 
body  but  yourfelf;  fo  that  you  muft  inevitably 
comt  nolens  volens^  right  or  wrong,  whether  you 
can  or  not.  Our  venifon  is  plenty  :  our  weather 
too  hot  for  its  carriage.  We  have  not  had  two 
hupdred  drops  of  rain  thefe  fix  weeks  paft. 

Our  river  is  dry. 
And  fiery  the  (ky ; 

H  3  I  fret 
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I  fret  and  I  fry 
Juft  ready  to  die : 
Oh,  where  fhall  J  &y 
From  Phcehus^s  eye  ? 
In  bed,  when  I  lye, 
I  foak  like  a  pye  ; 
And  I  fweat,  oh,  I  fweat,  like  a  hog  in  a  ftye. 

I  know  you  love  Alexandrines  ;  for  which  reafon 
1  clofed  the  above  madrigal  with  one.  I  think  it 
is  of  a  very  good  proportion,  which  I  hope  you 
will  fet  to  mufick ;  and  pray  let  me  have  a  bafs, 
and  fecbnd  treble,  with  what  other  decorations 
and  graces,  you  can  better  defign  than  I  can  di- 
j^ik.  To  let  you  fee  you  can  want  for  nothing, 
if  you  come  to  Cavan,  I  yv^dtc  you  the  following 
catalogue : 


Good  road, 
A  clean  houfe, 
A  hearty  welcome. 
Good  ale. 
Good  beer. 
Good  bread, 
Good  bed, 
Young  turkeys, 
Young  beans, 
Right  bacon,' 
Cauliflowers, 
Young  chickens. 


Fat  venifon. 
Small  mutton, 
Gr^en  peafe. 
Good  water. 
Good  wine. 
Young  ducks, 
Young  lambs, 
Groufe  pouts. 
Fine  trouts, 
Carrots, 
Parfnips,  liem 


A  LONG  GRAVEL  WALK. 

I  muft  trouble  your  Reverence  with  afmall  fample 
6F  feme  tbirigs,  to  let  you  fee  that  all  I  have  faid 
j§  truth. 

it        .  R  E- 
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REFERENCES. 


1  Artichoak, 

2  Carrot. 

3  Parfnip. 

'4  Rafpberries. 

5  Goofeberries. 

6  Currants,  red. 

7  Currants,  black. 

8  Purllain. 

9  Kidney  beans. 

10  Common  beans. 

1 1  Red  cabbage. 

12  Common  cabbage 

13  Turnip. 

14  Cauliflowers. 

15  Cofs  lettuce. 


16  Silefta  lettuce. 

17  Thyme. 

18  Sweet  marjoram, 

19  A  Cavan  fly,  and 
a  thoufand  things  be- 
fide. 

20  Some  of  my  gravel 
walk. 

21  Nafl:urtium. 

22  Cucumber. 

23  Orange. 

24  Spinage. 

25  Onion. 

26  Pea. 


I  would  fend  you  fome  of  my  canal,  but  the 
paper  could  not  hold  it. 

1  have  nothing  more  to  fend  but  my  befl:  wiflies, 
which  you  can  only  fee  in  my  face,  when  you 
come  down. 

Prefent  my  love  9678946846734056789897324 
times  to  my  dear  Mrs.  Whiteway^  and  all  her 
chickens.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  as  I  ever  muft  be, 
your  moft  obedient  and  very  humble  fervant  to 
command,  Dumb  Spur  it  us  hofe  rage  it  art  us. 

LETTER  CXXVI. 
Charles  Ford,  Efqj  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Y London,  July  8, 
OU  cannot  imagine  how  much  I  was  tran- 
fported  to  fee  a  fuperfcription  in  your  hand,  after 
two  years  and  a  half  intermiffion.    The  pleafure 

H  4  I  had 
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I  had  in  not  being  quite  forgot,  was  foon  abated 
by  what  you  fay  of  your  ill  health.  I  doubt  you 
live  too  much  by  yourfelf  j  and  retirement  makes 
the  flrongeft  impreflion  upon  thofe  who  are  formed 
for  mirth  an^  fociery.  I  have  not  been  thefe 
thirty  years  v/ithout  a  fet  of  chearful  companions, 
by  herding  with  new  ones  as  the  old  marry  and 
go  ofF.  Why  have  not  you  a  fucceflion  of  Grat^ 
tans  and  ^ackjcns  ?  Whatever  refentment  the  men 
in  power  may  have,  every  body  elfe  v/ould  feek 
your  company,  uppn  your  ov/n  terms  ;  and  for 
thofe  in  great  ftarions,  I  am  furc,  at  this  time, 
you  would  be  afhamed  to  be  well  with  them.  If 
'  they  hate  you,  it  is  becaufe  they  fe$ir  you,  and 
know  your  abilities  better  than  you  feem  to  do 
yourfelf :  even  in  your  melancholy  you  write  with 
too  much  fire  for  broken  fpirits.  Your  giddinef^ 
and  dcafnefs  give  me  the  utmoft  concern  ;  though 
I  believe  you  would  be  lefs  fubjcci:  to  them,  and 
as  well  taken  care  of  here :  nor  need  yoij  fpung^ 
for  a  dinner,  fince  you  would  be  invited  to  two 
pr  three  places  every  day.  I  will  fay  no  more 
upon  this  fubjeft,  becaufe  1  know  there  is  no  per- 
fqading  you. 

My  legs  have  been  fwelled  many  years  :  it  15 
above  twelve  fmce  Beaufort  gave  me  a  prefcrip- 
^  tion  for  them,  which  I  never  took  till  laft  winter. 
My  lord  Lichfield^  and  other  of  my  acquaintance, 
perfuaded  me  to  it  3  and  they  tell  me  it  has  had 
its  eftCiSt^  for  J  am  no  judg(p  either  of  my  own 
bad  locks,  or  large  legs,  having  always  found 
irsyfdf  perefflly  well,  except  when  I  had  my  fe- 
ver four  years  ago.  1  walk  conftantly  every  day 
in  the  Vark.  and  am  forced  to  be  both  temperate 
ar^d  fober,  becaufe  my  meat  is  fo  much  overdone 
that  I  dqn't  like  it,  and  my  dining  acquaintance 

referve 
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refcrve  themfelves  for  a  fecond  meeting  at  n'ght, 
which  I  obftinately  refufe. 

If  your  rents  fall,  I  don't  know  what  muft  be- 
come of  us.  I  have  confiderable  Jofles  every  year  ; 
and  yet  I  think  Crojiwalte  a,  very  honeft  man. 
Rents  for  fome  time  have  been  ill  paid  here  as 
well  as  in  Ireland ;  and  farms  flung  up  every  day, 
which  have  not  been  raifed  fince  king  Charles  the 
firft's  time.  The  graziers  are  undone  in  all  parts, 
and  it  is  bad  enough  with  the  farmers.  One 
caufe  is,  their  living  much  higher  than  they  did 
formerly  :  another  is,  the  great  number,  of  inclo- 
fures  made  of  late,  enough  to  fupply  many  more 
people  than  England  contains.  Jt  is  certain,  all 
laft  year  a  man  came  off*  well  if  he  could  fell  a 
fat  ox  at  the  price  he  bought  him  lean.  The 
butchers,  by  not  lowering  their  meat  in  propor- 
tion, have  been  the  only  gainers. 

I  generally  hear  once  a  month  or  oftner  from 
my  fifter.    She  writes  to  me  with  great  affe(9:ion  ; 
but  I  find  (lie  is  ftill  wrong-headed,  and  will  be 
<b  as  long  as  (he  lives.    As  fhe  expefted  unreafon- 
ible  prefents,  (he  makes  them  much  more  unrea- 
hmhly  y  and,  in  my  opinion,  fo  ill  judged,  that 
I  do  not  wonder  more  at  her  than  at  thofe  who 
receive  them.    I  fee  no  difference  in  giving  thirty 
or  forty  guineas,  or  in  paying  thirty  or  forty 
guineas  for  a  thing  the  perfon  you  give  it  to 
muft  have  paid.     I  have  heard  no  reafon  to 
doubt  lord  Majham,    I  know  nothing  of  his  fon, 
not  even  by  fight.    Our  friend  Lewis  is  in  con- 
ftant  duty  with  his  fick  wife,  who  has  been  fomc 
years  dying,  and  will  not  die.    Unlefs  he  calls^ 
as  he  does  upon  me  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  at 
moft  twice  in  a  year,  there  is  no  feeing  him.  [ 
y  heartily  wifh  you  health  and  profperityj  and  am 
ever,  moft  fmcerely,  your,  ^c. 

Mjr 
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My  lord  Majham  was  extremely  pleafed  with 
your  remembering  him,  and  defued  me  to 
make  his  compliments  to  you. 

LETTER  CXXVIL 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift. 

I DEAR  SIR,  July  20,  173?. 

RECEIVED  yours  fome  day  or  other  this 
week,  by  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Donaldfon^  who  has 
made  affidavit  before  our  town  magiftrate,  that  I 
never  borrowed  a  fly  of  her  in  my  life  ;  and  I 
have  likewife  depofed  upon  oath,  that  I  caught 
the  fly  perched  upon  a  rofe  tree  in  my  own  gar- 
den ;  and  I  would  have  you  to  know,  that  I  have 
above  four  hundred  thoufand  of  the  fame  fpecies  ; 
for  I  counted  them  laft  Sunday,  If  you  will  not 
believe  me,  pray  come  down  and  fee.  Mr.  Jones 
has  your  fix  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  ready,  but 
can  get  no  bills  to  remit  it.  I  befeech  you  lofe 
no  time;  for  he  is  uneafy  about  it.  ***** 

If  you  put  off  the  time  of  coming  down  longer, 
you  will  lofe  the  befl  things  our  country  can  af- 
ford.   The  ladies  are  full  of  your  coming  s  viz. 

My  wife  *,  Mrs.  White^ 

2  ladies  Lanejboroughj      Mrs.  Ne/biit, 

Mrs.  Maxwell^  Her  5  daughters, 

Mrs.  FitzmaurlcCj  Mrs.  Stephens^ 

Mrs.  Hon,  Mrs.  and  Mifs  Clement^ 

Mrs.  Hamilton^  Mifs  Tighe^ 

Mrs.  Sander fon J  Mrs.  Coote^ 

Mrs.  Nuhurgh^  Mifs  Pratty 

JVIrs.  Cramer^  Mrs.  Fitzherlert^ 

*  Who,  by  the  by,  hated  Dr.  Sivift  above  all  the 
human  race, 

Mrs* 
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Mrs.  Jones^ 

Beauty  Copeland^ 

Mifs  Brooke^  i,  2,  3,  4, 

l^c.  d5V.  ^c. 
All   your   Cavan  mif- 
trefles. 

News. 
Doflor  Thompfori's  fer- 
vant  almoft  cudgel- 


ing from  a  cbuften- ' 
ing. 

Colonel  Nuburgh's  fine 
arched  market-houfe, 
quite  finiflied  with  a 
grand  cupola  on  the 
top,  fell  flat  to  the 
earth.  It  is  now  be- 
gun upon  again.  Sic 
tranftt  gleria  mundL 


led  him  to  death  go- 

Groufe  pouts, 

Fine  trouts. 

Right  venifon 

For  my  benifon. 
I>eave  your  ft — — g  town  in  hafte. 
For  you  have  no  time  to  wafte. 

Let  me  know  what  day  I  fliall  meet  you. 
Price  and  I  will  ftretch  to  Virginia,  That  all 
happinefs  may  for  ever  attend  you  is  the  fincere 
wifli  of,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  very 
humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 


LETTER  CXXVIIL 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift. 

IDE  AR  SIR,  July  31,  1736. 

WENT  to  Belturlet  immediately  upon  the 
receipt  of  your  letter,  and  found  Mr.  Jones  ready 
for  Mr.  Henry  s  draught,  and  glad  of  it ;  and  fo 
am  I — -But  you  are  a  very  fine  lawyer  in  calling 
your  deed  of  fale  a  mortgage — Inftead  of  cancel- 
ling there  is  more  to  be  done  :  you  muft  not  only 
cancel,  but  you  muft  reconvey  to  me,  in  as  for- 
mal a  manner  as  if  you  fold  to  me — Pray  afk 

»  '  advice 
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advice,  and  do  not  do  things  hand  over-head  as 
you  were  going  to  do  (obferve  my  ftyle*)  like 
me.  If  I  had  not  fworn  never  to  fet  my  foot  in 
Dublin^  except  I  were  to  pafs  through  it  for  Eng- 
land I  would  go  thither  next  vacation  ;  but  I 
have  fworn  folemnly  I  will  not — If  I  had  my  few 
friends  out  of  it,  I  would  not  care  that  all  the 
reft  were  petrified. 

Now  you  muft  know  that  I  forbid  you  the 
town  of  Cavan  as  ftrenuoufly  as  I  invited  you  to  it, 
for  the  fmall-pox  is  the  broom  of  death  at  pre- 
fent,  and  fweeps  us  oS  here  by  dozens —  I  never 
had  it,  which  gives  me  fome  little  palpitations, 
but  no  great  fear. — -As  foon  as  I  can  get  five  hun- 
dred pounds  in  my  pocket,  to  make  a  figure 
with,  I  may  perhaps  honour  your  metropolis  with  | 
my  prefence ;  and  that  may  be  fooner  than  you 
imagine,  for  I  have  a  guinea,  a  moidore,  a  cobb, 

and  two  Manks  pence  towards  it  already  You 

may  think  I  fwagger,  but  as  I  hope  to  be  faved  \% 
is  true. 

How  grieved  I  am  that  I  am  out  of  the  way 
while  Doftor  King  is  in  Dublin.  I  wifti  with  all 
my  foul  he  would  take  a  frolick  to  come  hither, 
bccaufe  he  would  coft  me  no  wine,  and  I  have 
the  beft  water  in  Ireland, 

My  colle£lion  of  witty  fayings,  fffr.  is  finiflied, 
if  1  had  any  friends  to  recommend  them.  The 
beft  wares  of  that  kind  will  not  go  ofF  otherwife. 
Doftor  King  promifed  me  his  friendfhip  at  Oxford. 
If  you  would  fpeak  a  kind  word  to  the  publick 
in  their  behalf,  1  know  they  would  bring  me  in 

*  This  was  ex;:flly  Svoift^s  ftyle  to  Sheridan  upon 
niaiiy  occafions  ;  and  now  Sheridan,  in  his  pleafant 
manner,  returns  the  cornplimdnt. 

t  Sheridan  never  crofTed  the  Channel  to  England  in 
bis  H'hole  life, 

Xf'argenty 
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Vargenty  which  I  now  want  as  much  as  I  for- 
merly did  the  gift  of  retention,  when  I  had  en- 
ough. But  —  That  —  is  —  neither  —  here — nor 
there — 

My  fon— I  can  affirm  is  thoroughly  reformed  ; 
and,  as  an  argument  of  it,  I  muft  acquaint  you 
that  his  mother  finds  fault  with  every  thing  he 
does. 

My  fon — is  fo  far  poifoned  bv  the  ferpent  his 
mother,  that  I  cannot  get  him  home,  although  I 
fent  horfes  for  him. 

♦  *  *  *  May  all  happinefs  attend  you,  is 
the  fincere  wifli  of,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  obedient 
and  very  humble  fervanr, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN, 

LETTER  CXXIX. 


Lady  H  o  w  T  H  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Is  I  R,  Auguft  6,  1736. 

DON'T  know  how  this  letter  may  be  re- 
ceived, fince  I  never  had  the  favour  of  an  anfwer 
of  my  laft.  I  impute  it  to  the  ncgleft  of  the  poft, 
or  any  thing  rather  than  to  think  I  am  forgot  by 
my  old  friend.  I  am  now  in  Connaughty  where  I 
aflure  you  I  fpend  the  leaftof  my  time  at  cards.  I 
am  on  horfeback  almoft  every  day  to  view  the 
beauties  of  Connaughty  where  1  am  told  you  have 
been.  I  live  greatly  under  ground  ;  for  I  view 
all  the  places  under  ground.  I  make  nothing  of 
going  down  fixty  fteps.  I  really  think,  could 
you  lend  me  a  little  of  your  brains,  I  flioulJ  be 
able  to  come  nigh  Addijon  in  feveral  of  his  defcrip- 
tions  of  Italy  \  for  upon  my  word  I  think  there 
are  feveral  very  remarkable  things.  As  you  took 
a  journey  laft  winter  to  Cavntiy  my  lord  and  I 
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hope  you  will  take  one  to  the  county  of  Kilkenny 
this  winter,  where  we  aflure  you  of  a  hearty 
welcome.  I  muft  now  be  troublefome  to  you  ; 
but  lord  Athunry  begged  I  would  write  to  yon  ill 
favour  of  a  young  gentleman,  one  Mr.  Ireland^ 
who  was  uflier  to  Mr.  Garneit^  fchool-mafter  of 
Tipperary,  Mr.  Garnett  died  lately  :  he  has  given 
Mr.  Ireland  a  very  good  certificate,  and  moft  of 
the  gentlemen  in  and  about  Tipperary  have  recom- 
mended Mr.  Ireland  to  fucceed  Mr.  Garnett :  as 
you  are  one  of  the  governors  of  that  fchool,  I 
hope  you  will  do  Mr.  Ireland  all  the  fervice  yoil 
can,  which  will  very  much  oblige  me.  Since  I 
began  this  there  came  in  a  trout ;  it  was  fo  large 
that  we  had  it  weighed  ;  it  was  a  yard  and  four 
inches  long,  twenty-three  inches  round  ;  his  jaw- 
bone eight  inches  long,  and  he  weighed  thirty- 
five  pound  and  a  half.  My  lord  and  1  flood  by  to 
fee  it  meafured.  I  believe  I  have  tired  your  pa- 
tience ;  fo  beg  leave  to  afliire  you  1  am  your  af- 
feftionate  friend  and  humble  fervant, 

L.  HOWTH. 

Direfl:  to  me  at  Turlaghvan^  near  Tuam^  My 
lord  begs  you  would  accept  of  his  complin 
ments. 

LETTER  CXXX. 
Thomas  Carte,  Efq;  to  Dr.  S  w  i  f  t» 

^    S  I  R,  Auguft  II,  1736. 

A  V  I  N  G  at  laft,  after  a  long  application 
and  in  the  midft  of  fharp  rheumatic  pains,  the 
efFedls  of  a  fedentary  life,  finiftied  my  hiftory  of 
the  Life  of  the  frji  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  of  the 
Jffairs  of  Ireland  in  his  Time^  I  here  fend  you  a 

copy 
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>opy  of  that  work,  of  which  I  beg  your  accep- 
tance, I  have  endeavoured  to  follow  the  inftruc- 
tions  you  gave  me,  and  hope  I  have  done  fo  in 
fome  meafure.  If  it  have  your  approbation  in 
any  degree,  it  will  be  fo  much  to  my  fatisfac- 
tion. 

It  hath  been  a  long  fubjeft  of  complaint  in 
England,  that  no  hiftory  has  yet  been  wrote  of  it 
upon  authentic  and  proper  materials  ;  and  ever! 
thofe  who  have  taken  notice  of  the  military  ac- 
tions of  our  anceftors,  have  yet  left  the  civil  hif- 
tory of  the  kingdom  (the  moft  inftrudlive  of  any) 
untouched,  for  v^ant  of  a  proper  knowledge  of  the 
antiquities,  ufages,  laws  and  conftru£i:ion  of  this 
nation.  Rapin  de  Totrasj  the  laft  writer,  was 
a  foreigner,  utterly  ignorant  in  thefe  refpe£ls  ; 
and,  writing  his  hiftory  abroad,  had  no  means  of 
clearing  up  any  difficulties  that  he  met  with  there- 
in. He  made,  indeed,  fome  ufe  of  Rymer*s  Foe^ 
dera ;  but  his  ignorance  of  our  cuftoms  fufFered 
him  to  fall  into  grofs  miftakes,  for  want  of  un- 
derftanding  the  phrafeology  of  afts,  which  have 
reference  to  our  particular  cuftoms.  Befides, 
Rymer^s  colle£lion  contains  only  fuch  treaties  as 
were  enrolled  in  the  Tower,  or  in  the  rolls  of 
Chancery  :  he  knew  nothing  of  fuch  as  were  en- 
rolled in  the  Exchequer,  and  of  the  public  trea- 
ties with  foreign  princes  enrolled  in  this  latter  of- 
fice, I  have  now  a  lift  of  above  four  hundred  by 
me,  Rymer  never  made  ufe  of  ihat  vaft  collec- 
tion of  materials  for  an  Englijlo  hiftory,  which  is 
preferved  in  the  Qoitcn  library  ;  nor  ever  con- 
fulted  any  journal  of  our  privy  council,  when- 
ever he  refers  to  any,  ftill  quoting  biftiop  Burnet 
for  his  author.  He  never  read  the  rolls  of  parlia- 
ment, nor  any  journal  of  either  houfe  where  the 
chief  aftairs  within  the  nation  are  tranfacled  ; 
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and  did  not  fo  much  as  know  there  was  fuch  a 
place  as  the  paper  office,  where  all  the  letters  of 
the  Englijh  ambafladors  abroad,  and  all  the  dif* 
patches  of  our  fecretaries  of  ftate  at  home,  from 
the  time  of  Edward  the  fourth  to  the  revolution 
(fince  which  the  fecretaries  have  generally  carried 
away  their  papers)  are  kept  in  a  good  method, 
and  with  great  regularity  ;  fo  that  he  wanted 
likewife  the  beft  materials  for  an  account  of  our 
foreign  affairs.    Thefe  defedls  have  made  fevera! 
of  our  nobility  and  gentry  delire  a  new  hiftory  to 
be  wrote,  in  which  the  above-mentioned,  and 
other  materials  as  authentic  as  they,  may  be  made 
ufe  of.    They  have  propofed  it  to  me,  and  my 
objeftions  regarding  the  vaflnefs  of  the  expencc 
as  well  as  labour,  that,  to  fatisfy  myfelf,  I  muft 
have  all  materials  by  me,  not  only  copies  out  of 
our  records,  journals,  difc.  in  England ;  but  even 
copies  of  negociations  of  foreign  ambaffadors  at 
this  court  ( e,  g.  of  the  French  ;  all  the  negocia- 
tions and  letters  of  which,  for  two  hundred  years 
paft,  I  knew  where  to  have  copied)  they  have 
propofed  a  fubfcription  of  a  thoufand  a  year,  for 
as  many  years  as  the  work  will  require,  to  defray 
this  expence.    The  fubfcription  is  begun,  an4 
will  (1  believe)  be  compleated  this  winter  j  and 
then  that  work  will  employ  all  my  time.  One 
advantage  I  already  find  from  the  very  talk  of 
this  defign,  having  been  offered  feveral  colledions 
and  memoirs  of  particular  perfons,  confiderable 
in  their  time,  which  I  did  not  know  were  in  be- 
ing, and  which  would  elfe  no  part  of  them  ever 
fee  the  light:  and  the  manner  of  the  hiftory's 
being  carried'  on,  will  probably  make  every  body 
open  their  ftores. 

This  is  one  reafon,  among  many  others,  which 
make  me  very  defirous  of  having  your  judgment 
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of  the  work  I  have  now  publifhed,  and  that  you 
would  point  out  to  me  fuch  faults  as  I  would  fain 
corredt  in  my  defigned  work.  It  will  be  a  very 
particular  favour  to  a  perfon  who  is,  with  the 
greateft  efteem  and  refpeil,  Sir,  your  very  obliged 
and  obedient  fervant, 

TttOMAS  CARTE. 

Mr.  Awnjhavus^  in  Red- lion  Courts  in  Fleet -Jireet^ 
London. 

LETTER  CXXXl. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Mrs.  Whiteway^ 

DEAR  MADAIVf,  (Cavan,  Auguft  14,  I736. 

"Y^OUR  account  of  the  Dean  gives  me  much 
grief.  I  hope  in  God  he  will  difappoint  all  his 
friends  fears,  and  his  enemies  hopes.  Nothing 
can  be  a  greater  afflidion  to  me  than  my  diftance 
from  him ;  and,  what  is  full  as  bad,  my  being  fo 
near  to  one  who  has  been  the  occafion  of  it.  Very 
rich  folks  in  my  debt  have  made  fuch  apologies 
for  non-payment,  that  I  now  feel  for  Ireland^  but 
much  more  for  myfelf,  becaufe  I  was  in  hopes 
of  being  able  to  make  my  appearance  in  Dublin 
with  a  good  grace — namely,  to  pay  fome  debts, 
which  1  can  knot. 

My  poor  lady  Mountcajbell  has  a  right  to  a 
vifit  from  me ;  and  thither  I  will  venture  for  a 
day  and  a  night — and  I  will  venture  to  thedeanry 
for  another.  I  could  wifli  the  beft  friend  I  had 
in  the  world  (you  may  guefs  who  I  mean)  and  I 
am  fure  is  fo  ftill,  would  take  a  little  of  my 
advice — You  may  depend  upon  this,  it  fhould  be 
all  for  my  own  advantage. 

Vol.  VL  I  Now 
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Now  I  have  done  raving — I  muft  turn  my  pen, 
which  is  my  tongue's  reprefentative,  againft  you 
for  a  while,  becaufe  I  am  certain  it  might  be  in 
your  power  to  paint  my  Siberia  fo  agreeably  to 
the  Dean,  as  to  fend  him  hither  while  our  good 
weather  lafted — My  new  kitchen  is  difappointed  ; 
fo  is*  my  gravel  walk ;  but  what  is  worfe,  his  only 
favourite,  my  rib — who  dreamed  with  great  plea- 
fure,  that  he  would  never  come.  I  am  forry  fhe 
is  difappointed  ;  for  I  am  certain  flie  would  run 
away  if  he  had  come — God  forgive  him  for  not 
doing  it — I  will  make  all  the  hafte  I  can  out  of 
this  hell  5  and  I  hope  my  friends,  (I  beg  pardon, 
I  mean  my  friend)  will  caft  about  a  little  for  me 
—if  he  does  not,  I  will  try  England^  where  the 
predominant  phrafe  is,  Down  with  the  Irijh,  I 
will  fay  no  more,  but  tell  you  that  you  are  a  falfe 
miftrefs  ;  and  if  you  do  not  behave  yourfelf  bet- 
ter, I  will  chufe  another.  In  the  mean  time  God 
blefs  you  and  my  deareft  friend  the  Dean.  I  am, 
notwithftanding  all  your  upbraidings,  dear  Ma- 
dam, your  mott  obedient  humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 

LETTER  CXXXII. 

Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift. 

iD  E  A  R  SIR,  Sept.  15,  1736. 

RECEIVED  a  letter  from  Mr.  Henry  by 
the  laft  poft,  v/herein  he  tells  me  that  the  fix 
hundred  and  fixty  pound  were  ftiort  by  eight 
pounds  of  your  principal,  and  that  you  expedted 
I  Ihould  fend  you  my  promiflbry  note  for  that,  and 
the  intereft  of  your  money,  which  I  will  do  mdft 
willingly,  when  you  let  me  know  whether  you 
will  charge  me  five  or  fix  per  cent,  that  I  may 
3  draw 
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draw  my  note  accordingly.  Indeed  if  you  pleafed, 
or  would  vouchfafe,  or  condefcend,  or  think  pro- 
per,  I  would  rather  that  you  would,   I  mean 
fhould,  charge  only  five  per  cent,  becaufe  I  might 
be  fooner  able  to  pay  it.    Upon  fecond  thoughts, 
mine  eyes  being  very  fore  with  weeping  for  my 
wife,  you  may  let  Mrs.  JVhiteway  know  (to  whom 
pray  prefent  my  love  and  beft  refpeils)  that  I 
have  made  an  experiment  of  the  lake-water,  which 
I  fent  for,  upon  myfelf  only  twice,  before  my 
optics  became  as  clear  as  ever ;  for  which  reafon 
I  fent  for  a  dozen  bottles  of  it  for  Mifs  Harrifon^ 
to  brighten  her  ftars  to  the  ruin  of  all  beholders. 
Remember  if  £he  turns  bafili(k,  that  her  mother 
is  the  caufe.     Tully  the  carrier  (not  Tully  the 
orator)  is  to  leave  this  to-morrow  (if  he  does)  by 
whom  I  fhall  fend  you  a  quarter  of  my  own  fmall 
mutton,  and  about  fix  quarts  of  nuts  to  my  mif- 
trefs  in  Jbbey-Jlreet  \^  with  a  fine  pair  of  Cavan 
nut-crackers  to  fave  her  white  teeth  ;  and  yours 
too,  if  Ihe  will  deign  to  lend  them  to  you.  I 
would  advife  you  to  keep  in  with  that  fame  lady, 
as  you  value  my  friendfhip  (which  is  your  beft 
feather)  otherwife  you  muft  forgive  me  if  my  affec- 
tions fhall  withdraw  with  hers.    Alas,  my  long 
evenings  are  coming  on,  bad  weather,  and  con- 
finement.   O,  that  fome  friend  would  lodge  me 
in  Dublin  Man/halfea  ! 

Somebody  told  me  (but  I  forget  who)  that  Mrs. 
JVhiteway  rid  your  mare  at  the  Curragh^  and  won 
the  plate  ;  but  furely  flie  would  not  carry  the 
frolic  fo  far.  They  fay  the  primate's  lady  rid 
againft  her  ;  and  that  Mrs.  JVhiteway^  by  way  of 
weight,  carried  the  biftiop  of  Down  and  Connor 
behind  her.    Pray  let  me  know  the  truth  gf  this. 


t  Mrs.  Whit iv: ay. 
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Mr.  Faulkner  writ  to  me  for  fome  poems  of 
yours  which  I  have.  I  am  collefting  them  as  fall 
as  I  can  from  among  my  papers  ;  and  he  fliall 
have  them  in  a  poft  or  two,  (b  pleafe  to  tell  him. 

Three  old  women  were  lately  buried  at  the  foot 
of  our  fteeple  here  ;  and  fo  ftrong  was  the  fermen- 
tation of  their  carcafes,  that  our  fteeple  has  vifibly 
grown  forty  foot  higher  ;  and,  what  is  wonderful, 
above  twenty  fmall  ones  are  grown  out  of  its  fides. 
What  furprizes  me  moft  is,  that  the  bell-rope  is 
not  one  foot  higher  from  the  ground.  Be  fo 
good  as  to  communicate  this  to  the  provoft  of 
the  college,  or  archdeacon  Wittingham^  or  arch- 
deacon JValL  I  would  be  glad  to  have  all  or 
either  of  their  opinions,  as  they  are  the  chief 
virtuofi  in  this  kingdom. 

I  wifli  you  all  happinefs,  and  hope  you  will 
out-live  every  enemy,  and  then  we  may  hope 
our  church  and  kingdom  will  flourifli,  and  fo  will 
your  obedient  and  very  humble  fervant, 
^  THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 

LETTER  CXXXIII. 

Dr.  King  to  Mrs.  Whiteway. 

MADAM,  Paris,  Nov.  9th,  O.  S.  1736. 

jI\  S  foon  as  ever  you  caft  your  eye  on  the  date 
of  this  letter,  you  will  pronounce  me  a  rambler  ; 
and  that  is  a  charge  I  will  not  deny.  How  I  was 
tranfported  from  Edinburgh  to  this  place,  requires 
more  room  to  inform  you  than  my  paper  will  al- 
low me.  But  I  will  give  you  a  fmall  hint ;  you 
know  I  am  a  Laplander  *,  and  confequently  I 

*  This  alludes  to  the  Dodtor's  fine  fatire  called  The 
Toast,  which  he  pretends  was  written  originally  in 
Latin  by  Frederick  Schemer ^  a  Laplander. 

have 
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have  the  honour  to  be  well  acquainted  with  (omt 
witches  of  diftindtion.  I  fpealc  in  the  phrafe  of 
this  country  :  for  the  firft  man  I  fpoke  to  in  Paris^ 
told  me,  he  had  the  honour  to  live  next  door  to 
Mr.  Knighfs  hatter.  But  to  our  bufmefs.  I 
would  not  have  you  imagine  I  forget  my  friends, 
or  neglect  the  great  affairs  I  have  undertaken. 
The  next  letter  you  will  receive  from  me  fliall 
be  dated  from  London^  where  I  propofe  to  arrive 
about  the  twentieth  of  this  month.  1  will  then 
put  the  little  MS.  to  the  prefs,  and  oblige  the 
whole  Englijh  nation.  As  to  the  hiftory,  .the 
Dean  may  be  afiured  I  will  take  care  to  fupply 
the  dates  that  are  wanting,  and  which  can  eafily 
be  done  in  an  hour  or  two.  The  trails,  if  he 
pleafes,  may  be  printed  by  way  of  appendix.  This 
will  be  indeed  lefs  trouble  than  the  interweaving 
them  in  the  body  of  the  hiftory,  and  will  do  the 
author  as  much  honour,  and  anfwer  the  purpofe 
full  as  well.  This  is  all  I  need  fay  in  anfwer  to 
that  part  of  your  letter,  which  is  ferious  :  for  I 
hope  you  are  not  in  earneft,  when  you  throw  out 
fuch  horrible  reflections  againft  my  friends  in  Scot- 
land.  Will  yeu  believe  me,  when  I  tell  you  upon 
my  word,  that  I  was  entertained  with  the  greateft 
politenefs  and  delicacy  during  my  fliort  ftay  in  that 
country  ?  I  found  every  thing  as  neat  and  clean 
in  the  houfes,  where  I  had  my  quarters,  as  even 
you  could  defire.  I  cannot  indeed  much  com- 
mend Edinburgh  ;  and  yet  the  f  ks,  which 

are  fo  much  complained  of  there,  are  not  more 
ofFenfive,  than  I  have  found  them  in  every  ftreet 
in  this  elegant  city,  which  the  French  fay  is  the 
miftrefs  of  the  world  ;  Madame  il  ny  a  quun 
Paris.  As  to  my  own  thoughts  of  this  nation, 
you  fhall  know  them,  when  1  am  out  of  it  :  and 
then  I  will  write  to  the  Dean,  and  give  him  fome 
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account  of  his  old  friend  my  lord  Bolwghrois. 
When  the  Dean  is  informed  of  what  that  gentle- 
man is  doing,  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be 
a  motive  to  induce  him  to  haften  the  publication 
of  his  hiftory.  In  the  mean  time,  I  beg  of  you 
to  affure  him,  that  nothing  fhall  be  wanting  on 
my  part  to  execute  his  commiilions  very  faithfully. 
I  am  truly  fenfible  of  the  great  obligations  1  owe 
him,  and  of  the  honour  he  hath  done  me,  not  in 
the  French  fenfe  of  that  word. 

I  defire  my  humble  fervice  to  Mifs  Harrifon^ 
and  tell  Mr.  Swift  *  I  (hall  be  glad  of  any  op* 
portunity  to  do  him  a  real  icrvice.  At  the  fame 
time  I  aiTure  you,  with  the  greateft  truth,  that  I 
am.  Madam,  your  moft  humble  and  moft  obe-^ 
dient  fervant^ 

W.  KING, 
LETTER  CXXXIV. 
Dn  Sheridan  to  Mrs.  Whiteway. 

— .    DEAR  MADAM,  Nov.  aift,  1736. 

XRECEIVED  the  vexatious  acccHintof  your 
disappointment  in  the  nUts  and  water,  which  were 
both  in  perfedion  when  they  left  me,  and  for 
which  I  will  make  the  carrier  an  example,  as  foon 
as  I  can  lay  hold  of  him,  I  do  believe  this  fame 
country,  wherein  I  am  fettled,  exceeds  the  whole 
world  in  villainy  of  every  kind,  and  theft.  It  is 
not  long  fince  a  pair  of  millftones  were  ftolen, 
and  carried  off  from  within  two  miles  of  ^tlca-, 
the  thieves  traced  and  purfued  as  far  as  Killijhan^ 
drdy  and  farther  they  were  never  more  heard  of, 

*  Mr.  ^njoift  was  at  this  tifne  in  Ireland^  but  return- 
f  d  to  Oxford  the  S^ritrg  following. 

any 
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any  more  than  if  they  had  been  dropt  Into  Hell. 
I  do  believe  this  dexterity  may  challenge  hiftory 
to  match  it.  It  has  made  all  our  country  merry, 
but  the  poor  miller  that  loft  them. 

I  fincerely  congratulate  v/ith  you  upon  the  re- 
covery of  our  dear  friend  the  Dean.  May  he 
live  long,  to  the  joy  of  his  friends,  and  the  vexa- 
tion or  his  enemies,  I  have  been  for  a  week  paft 
compofing  an  Anglo-latin  letter  to  him,  which  is 
not  as  yet  finiftied.  I  hope  it  will  make  him  a 
vifit  upon  his  birth-day,  which  I  intend  to  cele- 
brate with  fome  of  his  own  money,  and  fome  of 
his  own  friends  here.  Three  tenants  have  lately 
run  away  with  thirty  pounds  of  mv  rent :  I  have 
by  good  fortune  got  one  rich  honeft  man  in  their 
place,  who  has  commenced  from  Sept.  paft,  and 
is  to  pay  me  their  arrears  the  next  May ;  fo  that 
I  am  well  ofF.  I  will  gather  as  faft  as  I  can  for 
the  Dean  ;  but  indeed  he  muft  have  a  little  longer 
indulgence  for  me.  It  is  very  hard  that  the  Squire 

 fhould  keep  my  money  in  his  pocket,  when 

it  is  nothing  out  of  his.  I  fuppofe  he  intends  it 
fhall  keep  him  in  coals  for  two  or  three  years ; 
for  the  devil  a  one  he  burns,  except  it  be  fome- 
times  in  his  kitchen,  and  his  nurfery  upon  a  cold 
day.     I  have  this  day  written  a  complaint  of 

him  to  my  fcholar  of  ,  who,  I  hope,  will 

have  gratitude  enough  to  do  me  juftice.  There 
never  w'as  known  fuch  a  fcarcity  of  money  as  wc 
have  in  the  North,  owins  to  the  difmal  circum- 
ftances  of  fome  thoufands  of  families  prepann^r  to 
go  ofF,  that  have  turned  their  leafes  and  efFeCls 
into  ready  money.  Some  fquires  will  have  their 
whole  eftates  left  to  themfelves  and  their  dogs. 
O  what  compaflion  I  have  for  them  !  I  have  writ- 
ten a  little  pretty  birth-day  poem  againft  St.  An- 
dreivi  day,  which,  when  corrected,  reviled,  and 

I  4  amend- 
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amended,  I  intend  for  Faulkner  ta  publifli.  I  do 
aflure  you,  madam,  it  is  a  very  pretty  thing 
(although  I  fay  it  that  fhouldn't  fay  it)  and  as  hu- 
mourous a  thing  as  ever  you  read  in  your  life  ; 
and  I  knov^  the  whole  world  will  be  in  love  with 
it,  as  I  am  with  you.  But  how  the  devil  came 
vou  to  tell  the  Dean  you  are  no  longer  my  miftrefs  ? 
1  fay  that  you  are,  and  fliall  be  fo  in  fpight  of  the 
whole  world.  I  wifli  Mrs.  Sheridan  were  dead  out 
of  the  way. 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN, 

LETTER  CXXXV. 
Dr.  D  u  N  K  I N  to  Mrs.  W  h  i  t  e  w  a  y. 

MADAM,  Nov.  30,  1736. 

J  HAD  propofed  vaft  pleafure  to  myfelf,  from 
the  hopes  of  celebrating  the  Dean's  birth-day 
with  you  ;  but  as  I  have  been  afflidled  with  a  vio- 
lent head-ach  all  day,  which  is  not  yet  abated,  I 
could  not  fafely  venture  abroad.  I  have  however, 
as  in  annual  duty  bound,  attempted  to  write  fome 
lines  on  the  occafion  ;  not  indeed  with  that  accu- 
racy the  fubjecl  deferved,  being  the  crudities  of 
laft  night's  lucubrations,  to  which  I  attribute  the 
indifpofition  of  my  pate  :  but  if  they  fhould  in  any 
meafure  merit  your  approbation,  I  fliall  rejoice  in 
my  pain.  One  comfort  however  I  enjoy  by  at- 
fenting  myfelf  from  your  folemnity,  that  I  fhall 
not  undergo  a  fecond  mortification,  by  hearing 
my  own  ftufF.  Be  pleafed  to  render  my  moft  du- 
tiful refpefls  agreeable  to  the  Dean,  and  pardon 
this  trouble  from,  Madam,  your  moft  obliged  moft 
obedient  fervant, 

W.   DUN  KIN. 
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LETTER  CXXXVI. 
Dr.  King  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  London,  December  7th,  1736. 

J  ARRIVED  here  yefterday,  and  I  am  now 
ready  to  obey  your  commands.  I  hope  you  are 
come  to  a  pofitive  refolution  concerning  the 
hiftory.  You  need  not  hefitate  about  the  dates, 
or  the  references  which  are  to  be  made  to  any  pub- 
lic papers  ;  for  I  can  fupply  them  without  the 
leaft  trouble.  As  well  as  1  remember,  there  is 
but  one  of  thofe  public  pieces,  which  you  deter- 
mined ftiould  be  inferted  at  length  ;  I  mean  Sir 
Thomas  Hanmer\  reprefentation  ;  this  I  have  now 
by  me.  If  you  incline  to  publifh  the  two  trafts 
as  an  appendix  to  the  hiftory,  you  will  be  pleafed 
to  fee  if  the  character  given  of  the  E.  of  Oxford  in 
the  pamphlet  of  1715  agrees  with  the  charader 
given  of  the  fame  perfon  in  the  hiftory^  Perhaps 
on  a  review,  you  may  think  proper  to  leave  one 
of  them  quite  out.  You  have  (I  think)  barely 
mentioned  the  attempt  of  Guifcard^  and  the  quar- 
rel between  RechUren  and  Mefnager.  But  as  thefe 
are  fa£ls  which  are  probably  now  forgot  or  un- 
known, it  would  not  be  amifs  if  they  were  related 
at  large  in  the  notes  ;  which  may  be  done  from  the- 
Ga%ettes<i  or  any  other  news  papers  of  thofe  times. 
This  is  all  I  have  to  offer  to  your  confideration  ; 
and  you  fee  here  are  no  objedions  which  ought  to 
retard  the  publication  of  this  valuable  work  one 
moment.  I  will  only  now  add,  that  if  you 
intend  this  hiftory  ftiould  be  publiftied  from  the 
original  manufcript,  it  muft  be  done  while  you  are 
living  :  and  if  you  continue  in  the  fame  mind  to 
intruft  me  with  the  execution  of  your  orders,  I 

w^ill 
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will  perform  them  faithfully.  This  I  would  do,  al- 
though I  did  not  owe  you  a  thoufand  obligations, 
which  I  fhall  ever  acknowledge.  I  am,  with  the 
greateft  truth.  Sir,  your  mofi:  humble  aiid  moft 
obedient  fervant, 

W.   K  I  N  Gi 
LETTER  CXXXVII. 


Earl  of  Orrery  to  Dr.  Swift. 

•  1>EAR  SIR,  Corkc,  April  3^?,  1737. 

J_  A  M  very  glad  there  are  twelve  thoufand  pounds 
worth  erf  halfpence  arrived  ;  they  are  twelve  thou- 
fand arguments  for  your  quitting  Ireland.  I  look 
upon  you  in  the  fame  Hate  of  the  unfortunate 

jlchamenides  amidft  tyrants  and  monfters  Do 

you  not  remember  the  defcriptiorl  of  Polypheme 
and  his  den  ? 

'"—^Dommfanie  dapihufque  cruentis 
Inius  opaca^  ingens^  ipfe  arduus^  altaque  pulfat 
Sidera^  ( Dii  talem  t  err  is  aver  tit  e  pejiem  ! ) 
Ifec  vifu  facilis^  nec  diSfu  affahilis  ulli : 
Vifceribus  miferorum  U'  fanguine  vefcitur  atro* 

Remember  alfo,  that 

Centum  alii  curva  hac  habitant  ad  littora  vulgo 
Infandi  Cyclopes^  et  altis  montibus  errant, 

Tranflate  thefe  lines  and  come  away  with  me  to 
]\4arJion  \  there  you  {hall  enjoy  otium  cum  dignitatc  ; 
there  you  fhall  fee  the  famous  Sacfockijhkajh^  and 
his  two  pupils,  who  fhall  attend  your  altars  with 
daily  incenfe  s  there  no  archbifhops  can  intrude ; 

there 
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there  you  fhall  be  the  fole  lord  and  mafter ;  whilft 
we  your  fubjefls  fhall  learn  obedience  /rem  our 

happinefs,  If  you  ever  can  think  ferioufly, 

think  fo  now  j  and  let  me  fay  with  the  curate  of 
my  parifo,  Conlider  v/hat  has  been  fai'J  unto  you, 
ponder  it  well,  lay  it  up  in  your  heart,  and  God 
of  his  infinite  mercy  dne6t  you  !^Mrs.  H'hiteway 
fliall  be  truly  welcome  to  Marjiofi^  homely  fhade. 
He5loY  lhall  fawn  upon  the  Dodlor  \  and  I  myfelf 
will  be  under  the  direction  and  government  of 
Sir  R.  TV. 

You  tell  me,  I  am  to  carry  a  load  for  you  to 
England ;  the  moft  a  ceptable  load  v/ill  be  your- 
lelf,  and  that  I  would  carry  with  as  true  piety  as 
Mneas  bore  the  antient  Anchips  on  his  feoulders, 
when  he  fled  from  f^re,  from  blood,  from  Greeksy 
and  from  ruined  Trc^j  ! 

Can  you  expeft  that  lords  move  regularly?  Is 
it  not  below  our  flat  ion  to  think  where  when, 
we  are  to  go  ?  But  if  my  coach  and  fix  is  in  order, 
perhaps  I  may  have  the  honour  to  flart  a  hare  in 
Stephen  s-Green  about  the  firft  of  next  month.  In 
the  middle  of  June  I  will  hope  to  fet  fail  with 
you  to  England,  Mr.  Pope  will  come  out  beyond 
the  Ihore  to  meet  you  :  you  will  exchange  Cyclops 
for  Men  ;  and  if  one  muft  fall,  furely  the  choice 
is  right. 

Si pereOy  manlbus  hominum  peri'ijfe  juvahit* 

My  next  fhall  be  longer.  I  am  now  forced  to 
bid  you  farewcl ;  but  hereafter  expefl:  my  whole 
,  life  and  converfation  :  you  fhall  certainly  have  the 
cheefes.  If  you  will  com.e  to  Somerjetjhire^  I  will 
eat  one  for  joy  *.  The  beft  in  England  are  made 
in  my  manor. 

*  The  Earl  of  Orrery  hated  cheefe  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  he  could  fcarce  bear  the  fi^ht  of  it, 

^  T 

I  am 
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« 

T  am  fo  well,  that  I  had  almoft  forgot  to  anfwei; 
that  kind  part  of  your  letter.  It  is  only  you  that 
can  add  health  and  happinefs  to  your  very  afFeftio- 
nate  obliged  and  faithful  fervant, 

ORRERY. 
LETTER  CXXXVIIL 
Earl  of  O  X  F  o  R  D  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Dover-Street,  April  7th,  1737. 
GOOD  MASTER  DEAN, 

I  A  M  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  feveral  let- 
ters, which  I,  with  great  fhame  and  concern, 
acknowledge  that  I  have  not  anfwered,  as  alfo 
feveral  remembrances  of  me  and  my  family  in 
your  letters  to  feveral  of  your  friends,  but  parti- 
cularly in  your  letters  to  Mr.  Pope :  I  ftand.very 
ftrongly  obliged  to  you  upon  thefe  accounts ;  I 
dare  fay  you  will  do  me  that  juftice,  that  you  will 
not  attribute  my  not  writing  to  procetfd  from  any 
negledt  of  you,  or  from  any  forgetfulnefs  :  lam 
certain  of  this,  that  I  do  retain  the  warmed 
cfteem  and  fmcereft  regard  for  you  of  any  one,  be 
he  vi'ho  he  will ;  and  therefore  I  hope  you  will 
pardon  what  has  paffed,  and  I  promife  to  amend, 
if  my  letters  would  in  the  leafl:  be  agreeable  to 
you. 

One  reafon  of  my  writing  to  you  now  is  (next 
to  my  afking  your  forgivenefs)  this  ;  1  am  told 
that  you  have  given  leave  and  liberty  to  fome  one 
or  more  of  your  friends  to  print  a  hiftory  of  the 
laft  four  years  of  queen  Ann/s  reign,  wrote  by 
you. 

As  I  am  moft  truly  fenfible  of  your  conftant 
regard  and  fincere  friendfhip  for  my  father,  even 

to 
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to  partiality  (if  I  may  fay  fo)  I  am  very  fenfiblc 
of  the  (hare  and  part  he  muft  bear  in  fuch  a  hiftory  ; 
and  as  I  remember,  when  I  read  over  that  hiftory 
of  yours,  1  can  recolledl  that  there  feemed  to  me 
21  want  of  fome  papers  to  make  it  more  compleat, 
which  was  not  in  our  power  to  obtain ;  befides 
there  were  fome  fevere  things  faid,  which  might 
have  been  then  very  currently  talked  of,  but  now 
will  want  a  proper  evidence  to  fupport ;  for  thefe 
reafons  it  is  that  I  do  intreat  the  favour  of  you, 
and  make  it  my  earneft  requeft,  that  you  will 
give  your  pofitive  directions,  that  this  hiftory  be 
not  printed  and  publiflied,  until  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  it,  with  a  liberty  of  (hewing 
it  to  fome  family  friends,  whom  I  would  confult 
upon  this  occafion.    I  beg  pardon  for  this  ;  I 
hope  you  will.be  fo  good  as  to  grant  my  requeft  : 
I  do  it  with  great  deference  to  you.    If  I  had  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  you,  I  could  foon  fay  fomething 
to  you  that  would  convince  you  I  am  not  wrong- 
they  are  not  proper  for  a  letter,  as  you  will  eafily 
guefs. 

My  wife  defires  your  acceptance  of  her  mofi: 
humble  fervice  ;  my  daughter  is  extremely  pleafed 
with  the  notice  you  are  pleafed  to  take  of  her, 
flie  is  very  well  :  fhe  brought  me  another  gran- 
daughter  laft  month  :  fhe  defires  your  acceptance 
of  her  moft  humble  fervice,  and  would  be  glad  of 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  here  in  England, 

The  duke  of  Portland  fo  far  anfwers  our  expec- 
tations, that  indeed  he  exceeds  them  ;  for  he  makes 
the  beft  hufband,  the  beft  father,  and  the  beft  fon  ; 
thefe  qualities  are,  I  aflure  you,  very  rare  in  this 
age. 

I  wifti  you  would  make  my  compliments  to  my 
lord  Orrery  ;  do  you  defign  to  keep  him  with  you  ? 
i  do  not  blame  you,  if  you  can,    I  am,  with 

9  true 
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true  efteem  and  regard.  Sir,  your  moft  obliged 
and  moft  faithful  huaibie  fervant, 

OXFORD. 

I  vvilh  Mafter  Faulkner^  when  he  fends  any 
thing  to  me,  would  fay  how  you  do. 

LETTER  CXXXIX. 
William  Richardson,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift* 

REVEREND  SIR,  April  i7tb,  1737. 

J  RETURNED  laft  night  from  Derry,  where 
I  have  been  for  fome  time  paft,  and  where  you 
will  be  received  with  great  refpeil.  I  pleafed 
myfelf  with  the  hopes  of  finding  at  home  an 

account  of  the  time  you  defign  being  here  

My  difappointment  occafions  you  this  trouble  5 
and  I  hope  you  will  fufter  that  which  can  do  it 
beft  to  plead  my  excufe  for  being  fo  importunate. 

Sir,  I  take  the  country  to  be  as  pleafant  the 
latter  end  of  this,  and  all  the  next  month,  as  any 
in  the  year  ;  the  fields  are  putting  on  their  gayeft 
liveries  to  receive  you  ;  the  birds  will  warble  their 
fweeteft  notes  to  entertain  you  ;  and  the  waters  in 
the  river  Bann^  when  they  come  in  view  of  your 
apartment,  will  tumble  in  great  hurry  to  wait  on 
you,  and  leave  you  with  reludtance, 

I  muft  brag  of  my  fituation,  and  will  pawn  my 
credit  with  you  in  thofe  matters,  that  you  will 
pronounce  it  the  moft  delightful  you  have  feen  in 
Dublin  at  leaft. 

Sir,  I  will  not  conceal  from  you  any  longer 
a  felf-intereft  I  have  in  honouring  this  place  with 
your  prefence.  All  the  inclofures  I  intend  in  my 
deraefae  are  now  fini£bed,  and  I  dm  ready  to  begin 

what 
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Vvhat  I  intend  by  way  of  ornament ;  but  until  I 
am  fixed  in  the  fcheme  of  the  whole,  which  I 
would  have  adapted  in  the  beft  manner  to  the 
place,  I  would  do  nothing.  I  have  delayed 
coming  to  a  final  refolution,  till  I  fliall  have  the 
opportunity  of  intreating  your  opinion  and  affift- 
ance  after  viewing  the  whole.  It  will  perhaps 
afford  yourfelf  no  difagreeable  amufement,  and 
occafion  fomething  elegant  and  correit  in  minia- 
ture, where  nature  has  almoft  done  every  thing. 
When  you  let  me  know  that  you  have  fitted  your 
ftages,  1  will  contrive  to  meet  you  as  far  as  Armagh 
or  Siewartjioivn.  I  will  only  add,  that  it  is  one 
that  loves  you,  as  well  as  admires  you,  that  is 
thus  troublefome  to  you  ;  and  that  I  am,  with  the 
greateft  truth,  as  well  as  efteem.  Sir,  your  moft 
humble  and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

WILLIAM  RICHARDSON. 

LETTER  CXL. 
The  Kon.  Mifs  Davys  *  to  Dr.  Swift* 

SIR,  May  27th,  1737, 

X  KNOW  you  are  always  pleafed  to  do  a6ls  of 
charity,  which  encoui::ges  me  to  take  the  liberty 
of  recommending  a  boy  about  ten  years  old,  the 
bearer  of  this,  to  your  goodnefs,  to  beg  you  would 
employ  it  in  getting  him  put  into  the  Blue-ccat  Hof* 
pitaL  I  received  the  inclofed  letter  from  him  this 
morning.  Your  compliance  with  this  requeft, 
and  pardon  for  this  trouble,  will  oblige,  Sir,  your 
mcft  humble  and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

M.  DAVYS. 

*  Afterwards  Countefs  of  Barrymon^ 
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LETTER  CXLL 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  S w i F 

CERVE  DECANE,  June,  1737. 

^  G  O  longus  audire  a  te,  nunc  Francifci  funt 
venti  intus.  Dominus  M'Carty  erat  apud  Sanc- 
tas  Catherinas  *,  qui  olim  minabatur  me  cum 
fcripto,  &  fue  ego  ibam  ad  Dunboyn.  Non  red- 
debam  ad  Dublinum  apis  caufa  debebam  num- 
mum,  &  ego  habebam  id  non  ad  ciceiem. 

Meus  filius  Thomas  fedebat  nuper  pro  fcholaftica 
nave,  et  perdidit  id  per  malitiam  unius  domini 
Hughs,  qui  gignebat  fuper  apud  afferem  f,  et 
dixit,  quod  puer  erat  nimium  juvenis  pro  juramento. 
Diabolus  cape  ingratum  Socium  ;  nam  olim  dedi 
ilium  do6trinam  pro  nihil;  et  fie  fervit  me  nunc. 
Quomodo  unquam  ego  non  volo  capere  ad  cor, 
fed  ego  faciam  optimum  de  malo  mercatu.  O 
qualis  mundus  eft  hie  !  Sed  ego  dicam  non  plus. 
Scio  quod  fcio ;  et  tenebo  mentem  ad  meipfum, 
et  ego  folvam  id  de  cum  cogitando. 

Ego  habeo  tres  libros  fapientum  diftorum  J 
tranfcriptos  pro  te  in  pulchra  et  magna  manu, 
quos  mittam  ad  te  per  primam  opportunitatem, 
ante  ut  m«us  dominus  Orrery  vadit  pro  Anglia ; 
nam  promifit  capere  illos  cum  fe,  et  facere  pa£lum 
pro  me  cum  praelatore. 

Corrigo  illos  libros  valde  puteus,  ut  jubebas  me,  | 
fic  id  ego  fpero  non  habebis  multum  agere  ;  nam 
eft  non  rationabile  dare  tibi  multam  moleftiam 

*  St,  Catherine     lady  Mount caJheV%  villa  about  fix  \ 

miles  from  Dublin,  ' 

f  When  the  provoft  and  fellows  of  the  univerfity  \ 

of  Dublin  meet  in  council,  they  call  it  a  Board.  j 

X  I'he  Do£lor*s  colle6lion  of  Bons  Mots.  | 

circum  ; 
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ifeircum  farciendo  ftylum.  Arnica  Donelfon  eft 
cito  ire  ad  Dublinum,  mittam  illos  cum  ilia. 

Ego  habeo  non  ullos  nuncios,  fed  quod  noftra 
tempeftas  eft  valde  calida,  in  fic  tantum,  ut  omne 
noftrum  gramen  eft  uftum  fuper,  et  pecora  habent 
nihil  edere.  Caremus  pluvia  valde  multum,  fi 
Deus  placeret  mittere — Mitte  me  verbum  quid 
genus  tempeftatis  eft  in  Dublino,  &  fi  placet  te 
mitte  ad  me  rationem  tuae  fanitatis.  Da  meum 
humile  fervitium  omnibus,  qui  rogant  pro  me  : 
Ad  Dominum  Orrery,  ad  Doctorem  Helfliafn  & 
cseteris  amicorum.  Precare  cape  curam  de  teipfo, 
&  fic  obligabis  tuum  humillimum  famulum, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 

Junii  die  22^. 

Unum  mille  feptem  centem  &  triginta  feptein; 
Servitium  et  amor  dominae  albae  vix^ 

LETTER  CXLIL 
Alderman  Barber  to  Dr.  Swift, 

MOST  HONOURED  FRIEND,  London,  June  23,  1737. 

{  Was  favoured  with  a  letter  fome  time  fince  by 
the  hands  of  the  bearer  Mr.  L/oydy  and  by  him 
take  the  opportunity  of  anfwering  it. 

I  do  afliire  you,  Sir,  that  as  the  Society  have 
always  had  the  greateft  regard  for  your  recommen- 
dation, fo,  in  this  affair,  they  have  given  a  frelh 
inftance  of  their  refpedt ;  for  they  have  refolved 
to  relieve  their  tenants  in  Colrain  from  their  hard 
bargains  ;  and,  to  that  end,  have  put  it  in  a  way 
that  is  to  the  entire  fatisfa£tion  of  the  bearer. 

I  hope  this  will  find  you  in  good  health,  and 
that  the  hot  weather  will  contribute  thereto  ; 

Vol.  VI.  K       .  which 
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which  will  be  a  great  fatisfa6Hon  to  all  honeft  mcit 
who  wilh  well  to  their  country. 

Our  friend  Mr.  Pope  is  very  hearty  and  well, 
and  has  obliged  the  town  lately  with  feveral  things 
in  his  way ;  among  the  reft,  a  tranflation  of 
Horace  s  Odes  ;  in  one  of  which  you  are  men- 
tioned as  faving  your  nation  :  which  gave  great 
oftence  ;  and,  I  am  aflured,  was  under  debate  in 
the  council,  whether  he  (hould  not  be  taken  up 
for  it :  but  it  happening  to  be  done  in  the  late 
king's  time,  they  paffed  it  by. 

I  hope  you  fee  the  paper  called  Common  Senfe^ 
which  has  wit  and  humour. 

I  had  thoughts  of  kifling  your  hand  this  fum- 
mer;  but  we  are  all  in  confufion  2it  Derry  about 
power,  which  will  prevent  my  coming  at  prefent; 
but  I  am  in  hopes  of  having  that  happinefs  before 
I  die.  I  thank  God  I  hold  out  to  a  miracle 
almoft ;  for  I  am  better  in  my  health  naw  than  I 
was  many  years  ago. 

Lord  Bolingbroke  is  in  France^  writing,  I  am 
told,  the  Hiftory  of  his  own  Time  :  he  is  well. 
You  will  pleafe  to  make  my  compliments  to  lord 
Orrery  and  Dr.  Delany. 

I  have  many  things  to  fay,  which  in  prudence 
I  muft  defer. 

I  fhall  conclude  with  my  hearty  prayers  to 
Almighty  God,  to  preferve  your  moft  valuable 
life  for  many  years,  as  you  are  a  publick  blelling 
to  your  country,  and  a  friend  to  all  mankind ; 
and  to  aflure  you  that  I  am,  with  fincerity,  dear 
Sir,  your  moft  afFeftionate  and  moH:  faithful 
humble  fervant, 

JOHN  BARBER. 
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LETTER  CXLIIL 
Dr.  King  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  St.  Mary-Hall,  Oxford,  June  24,  1737. 

J  D  O  not  know  for  what  rcafon  the  worthy 
gentlemen  of  the  poft-office  intercepted  a  letter, 
which  I  did  myfelf  the  honour  to  write  to  you 
about  two  nnonths  ago.  I  cannot  remember  I 
faid  any  thing  that  could  give  them  the  leaft 
offence.  I  did  not  mention  the  new  half-pence  ; 
I  did  not  praife  the  royal  family  ;  I  did  not  blame 
the  prime  minifter  ;  I  only  returned  you  my  thanks 
for  a  very  kind  letter  I  had  juft  then  received  from 
you.  It  is  true  I  inclofed  in  that  letter  a  printed 
paper  called  Common  Senfe^  in  which  the  author 
propofes  a  new  fcheme  of  government  for  the  peo- 
ple of  Corftca^  advifmg  to  make  their  king  of  the 
fame  ftuff  of  which  the  Indians  make  their  gods 
I  thought  to  afford  you  fome  diverfion  :  but  per- 
haps it  was  this  made  the  whole  packet  criminal. 

I  have  this  day  received  a  letter  from  Mrs. 
Whitewayy  in  which  (he  tells  me  that  I  am  to  ex- 
pe6l  the  manufcript  by  lord  Orrery.  I  will  have 
the  pleafure  to  wait  on  him  as  foon  as  I  can  do  it 
without  crofling  the  Irijh  channel :  and  as  foon  as 
1  receive  the  papers,  you  ftiall  hear  from  me  again. 
I  fhall  have  an  opportunity  of  writing  fully  to  you 
by  Mr.  Deane  Swift,  who  propofes  to  fet  out  for 
Ireland  the  next  vacation.  In  making  mention  of 
this  gentleman,  I  cannot  help  recommending  him 
to  your  favour.  I  have  very  narrowly  obfervcd 
his  condudl  ever  fince  I  have  been  here  ;  and  I 

*  This  paper  of  Common  Sen/e  was  written  by  Dr. 
King  himfelf. 
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can,  with  great  truth,  give  him  the  charafter  of 
a  modeft,  fober,  ingenious  young  trizn.  He  is 
an  hard  ftudent,  and  will  do  an  honour  to  the 
foclety  of  which  he  is  now  a  member. 

Mrs.  TVhiteway  fays,  that  notwithftanding  all 
your  complaints,  you  are  in  good  health  and  good 
fpirits.  What  think  you  of  making  a  trrp  to 
England  this  fine  feafon,  and  vifiting  our  Jlma 
Mater?  \  can  offer  you  an  airy  cool  room  during 
the  fummer,  and  a  warm  bed-chamber  in  the 
winter;  and  I  will  take  care  that  your  mutton- 
commons  ftiall  be  kept  long  enough  to  be  tender. 
If  you  will  accept  of  this  invitation,  I  promife  to 
meet  you  at  Chefter^  and  to  conduit  you  to  king 
Edward'^  lodgings  :  and  then  Mary- Hall  may 
boaft  of  a  triumvirate,  that  is  not  to  be  matched 
in  any  part  of  the  learned  world.  Sir  Thomas  More^ 
Erajrrms^  and  the  Drapier.  Believe  me  to  be 
with  the  greateft  efteem,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient 
and  moft  humble  fervant, 

WILLIAM  KING. 

LETTER  CXLIV. 
Dr.  King  to  Mrs.  W  h  i  t  e  w  a  y. 

MADAM,         St.  Mary- Hal  I,  Oxon,  June  24,  1737. 

J  HAVE  this  day  the  favour  of  your  letter  of 
the  14th,  which  hath  given  me  great  pleafure : 
however,  I  could  not  help  beftowing  fome  male- 
diflions  on  thofe  gentlemen  of  the  poft-ofEce,  who 
have  been  fo  impertinent  as  to  intercept  our  cor- 
refpondence  ;  for  you  ought  to  have  received 
another  letter  from  me  with  one  inclofed  for  our 
friend  in  fome  few  days  after  you  had  the  packet 
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from  Hartley,  This  was  in  anfwer  to  the  letter 
you  mention,  which  I  got  the  v^ery  next  day  (as 
well  as  I  remember)  after  Hartley  went  from 
London. 

As  foon  as  I  hear  of  my  lord  Orrerfs  arrival  on 
this  fide  of  the  water,  1  will  wait  on  him  to  re- 
ceive the  papers.  The  moment  they  are  put  into 
my  hands  1  will  write  to  you  again, 

1  don't  know  why  the  Dean's  friends  fhould 
think  it  derogatory,  either  to  his  ftation  or  cha- 
rafter,  to  print  the  Hiftory  by  fubfcription,  confi- 
dering  how  the  money  arifing  by  the  fale  of  it  is 
to  be  applied.  I  am  not  for  felling  the  copy  to  a 
bookfeller  :  for  unlefs  a  fufficient  caution  be  taken, 
the  bookfeller,  when  he  is  mafler  of  the  copy, 
will  certainly  print  it  by  fubfcription,  and  fo  have 
all  the  benefit  which  the  Dean  refufes.  But  I 
fhall  be  better  able  to  fend  you  my  thoughts  of 
this  matter,  when  I  have  talked  with  fome  of  my 
friends,  who  have  had  more  dealings  in  this  way. 
than  I  have. 

And  have  you  at  lafl:  got  ftore  of  copper  half- 
pence, and  are  content  to  give  us  p:o]d  and  filver 
in  exchange  for  this  new  coin  ?  This  ferves  to 
verify  an  obfervation  I  have  frequently  made,  that 
the  groflefl:  impofition  on  the  publick  will  go 
down,  if  the  managers  have  but  patience  to  try  it 
twice,  and  art  enough  to  give  it  a  new  name. 
The  excife  fcheme,  which  made  fuch  a  noife  here 
a  few  years  ago,  pafleJ  here  laft  winter  with  lit- 
tle oppofition,  under  a  new  fiiape  and  title.  How 
would  the  ghoft  of  Wood  triumph  over  the  Drapier, 
and  rattle  his  copper  chains,  if  the  fpeftre  were 
permitted  to  meet  hini  in  his  walks  ?  But  I  am 
unawares  running  into  politicks,  without  confi- 
.dering  that  thefe  reflexions  may  occafion  the  lofs 
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my  letter.  I  have  therefore  done  with  your 
copper  *. 

You  can't  imagine  how  greatly  I  am  vexed  and 
cilfappointed,  that  I  have  been  fo  long  obliged  to 
keep  back  my  converfation  piece  f .  I  have,  in 
this  refpect,  wholly  complied  with  the  reafoning, 
or  rather  with  the  humours,  of  feme  of  my  friends. 
They  were  willing  to  try  their  fkill  in  accommo- 
dating m.y  If  !j}j  affairs  ;  in  which,  after  all,  I 
believe  they  will  be  difappointed  as  much  as  I 
have  been  :  for  the  adverfaries  I  have  to  deal  with, 
proceed  on  a  principle  that  will  hear  no  reafon, 

*  With  great  refpett  to  Dr.  J^ing,  he  is  fomevvhat 
jnifiaken  in  his  politicks  ;  for  the  great  force  of  Dr. 
Snviffs  reafoning,  in  the  charader  of  an  Irijh  D rapier, 
was  not  fo  much  levelled  againil  a  moderate  quantity  of 
halfpence  in  general  (which,  it  is  certain,  were  much 
wanted  in  Ireland  in  the  year  1724)  as  againft  Wood's 
adulterate  copper  in  particular,  which  was  not  worth 
three-pence  in  a  fliilling,  and  which  might  have  been 
poured  in  upon  the  nation  from  Wood^s  mint  to  eternity ; 
as  he  had  neither  given  fecurity  for  his  honeily,  nor 
obliged  himfelf,  like  other  patentees,  to  give  either 
gold  or  filver  in  exchange  for  his  copper,  v/hen  it  began 
to  grow  troutlefcme,  V/hereas  the  halfpence,  fent 
over  to  Ireland  in  the  year  1737,  were  coined  in  the 
^o^-u  ery  by  the  exprefs  order  of  the  crown,  for  the  con- 
veniency  of  the  kingdom,  and  were  not  calculated  to 
do  any  mifchief;  or,  in  fad,  could  they  have  done 
any,  as  all  people  were  at  tliat  time  fumciently  and 
thoroughly  apprized,  that  halfpence  were  not  fterling 
money,  or  could  legally  be  tendered  in  any  payment 
whatfoever ;  the  only  ufe  of  them  being  a  fort  of  change 
in  the  fmall  crafts  and  traffick  of  the  world.  However, 
it  is  certain  that  an  advertifement  of  three  lines,  by 
order  of  Dr.  S^i/i,  had  there  been  occafion  for  it,  as 
there  was  not,  would  inilantiy  have  Hopt  their  cur- 
tency, 

f  Meaning  T/;e  Toajl. 
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and  do  no  good,  not  even  to  themfelves.  If  others 
are  at  the  fame  time  to  receive  any  benefit  by  the 
bargain.  However,  fince  you  feem  fo  earneftly  to 
defire  a  fecond  view  of  this  work,  I  will  fend  you 
a  book  by  Mr.  Swlft^  who  intends  to  go  from 
hence  about  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  hence.  You 
will  be  fo  kind  as  to  keep  it  in  your  own  hands 
until  the  publication. 

As  I  think  it  proper  to  write  a  poftfcript  in  your 
letter  to  a  certain  perfon,  that  muft  be  namelefs, 
and  finding  I  have  but  room  for  my  addrefs  to 
him,  I  will  fay  no  more  to  you  now  than  that  I 
am,  and  always  muft  be.  Madam,  your  moft 
obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

WILLIAM  KING. 

P,  5t  To  the  gentleman  of  the  poft-office  who 
intercepted  my  laft  letter  addrelTed  to  Mrs. 
IVhiteway^  at  her  houfe  in  Ahhy-Jlreet^  toge- 
ther with  a  letter  inclofed  and  addrefled  to 
the  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's. 

LETTER  CXLV. 

SIR, 

''^^  HEN  you  have  fufHciently  perufed  this 
letter,  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  fend  it  to  the 
lady  to  whom  it  is  directed.  I  fliall  not  take  it  ill 
though  you  fliould  not  give  yourfelf  the  trouble  to 
fcal  it  again.  If  any  thing  I  have  faid  about  the 
copper  halfpence  and  excife  fhould  offend  you, 
blot  it  out.  I  fhall  think  myfelf  much  obliged  to 
you  if,  at  the  fame  time,  you  will  be  pieafed  to 
fend  Mrs,  Whiteway  thofe  letters  which  are  now 
in  your  hands,  with  fuch  alterations  and  amend- 
ments as  you  think  proper.    I  cannot  believe  that 
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your  orders  will  juftify  you  in  detaining  letters  of 
bufinefs :  for  as  you  are  a  civil  officer,  I  conceive 
you  have  not  a  licence  to  rob  on  the  highway.  If 
I  happen  to  be  miftaken,  of  which  I  fhall  be  con- 
vinced if  this  letter  fhould  be  likewife  intercepted, 
I  will  hereafter  change  my  addrefs,  and  enrol  you 
and  your  fuperiors  in  my  catalogue  of  heroes. 

LETTER  CXLVI. 
Erasmus  Lewis,  Efqj  to  Dr.  Swift*. 

London,  June  30,  1737* 

0  U  R  friend  Pope  tells  me,  you  could  wifli 
to  revive  a  correfpondence  with  fome  of  your  old 
acquaintances,  that  you  might  not  remain  en- 
tirely ignorant  of  what  pafles  in  this  country  :  on 
this  occafion  I  would  offer  myfelf  with  pleafure,  if 

1  thought  the  little  trifles  that  come  to  my  know- 
ledge could  in  the  leaft  contribute  to  your  amufe- 
ment;  but  as  you  yourfelf  judge  very  rightly,  I 
am  too  much  out  of  the  world,  and  fee  things  at 
too  great  a  diftance  ;  and,  befides  this,  my  age, 
and  the  ufe  lhave  formerly  made  of  my  eyes  in  writ- 
ing by  candle-light,  have  now  reduced  me  almoft 
to  blindnefs,  and  I  fee  nothing  lefs  than  the  pips 
of  the  cards,  from  which  I  have  fome  relief  in  a 
long  winter  evening.  However,  to  fliew  my  dear 
Dean  how  much  I  love  him,  I  have  taken  my  pen 
in  my  hand  to  fcratch  him  out  a  letter,  though  it 
be  little  more  than  to  tell  him  moft  of  thofe  he  and 
I  ufed  to  converfe  with  are  dead;  but  I  am  ftill 
alive,  and  lead  a  poor  animal  life.    Lord  Maj}mm 

• 

*  There  is  an  anfwer  to  this  letter  in  Johnjfon^s  col- 
lefcion,  No.  69. 
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"^s  much  in  the  fame  way  :  he  has  married  his  fon,' 
and  boards  with  him:  the  lady  is  the  daughter  of 
Salway  Winnington^  and  they  all  live  lovingly 
together  :  the  old  gentleman  walks  afoot,  which 
makes  me  fear  that  he  has  made  fettlements  above 
his  ftrength.  I  regret  the  lofs  of  Dr.  Arhuthmt 
every  hour  of  the  day  :  he  was  the  beft  conditioned 
creature  that  ever  breathed,  and  the  moft  chearful ; 
yet  his  poor  fon  George  is  under  the  utmoft  dejec- 
tion of  fpirits,  almoft  to  a  degree  of  a  delirium; 
his  two  fitters  give  affectionate  attendance,  and  ! 
hope  he  will  grow  better.  Sir  William  Wyndbam 
makes  the  firft  figure  in  parliament,  and  is  one  of 
the  moft  amiable  men  in  the  world  :  he  is  very 
happy  in  his  wife  lady  Blandford ;  but  I  fear  his 
eldeft  fon  will  not  come  into  his  meafures:  this 
may  create  him  fome  uneafinefs. 

Lord  Bathurji  is  in  Gloucejlerjhire^  where  he 
plants,  tranfplants,  and  unplants:  thus  he  ereils 
an  employment  for  himlelf  independent  of  a  court. 

I  have  the  happinefs  to  live  near  lord  Oxford^ 
who  continues  that  kindnefs  and  protection  to  me 
that  I  had  from  his  father.  God  Almighty  has 
given  him  both  the  power  and  the  will  to  fupport 
the  numerous  family  of  his  fifter,  which  has  been 
brought  to  ruin  by  th,it  unworthy  man  lord  /l— — 
now  I  name  him,  I  mean  lord  Oxford^  let  me  a(k 
you  if  it  be  true,  that  you  are  going  to  print  a 
Hiftory  of  the  four  laft  years  of  the  Qiieen  ;  if  it 
is,  won't  you  let  me  fee  it/  before  you  fend  it  to 
the  prefs  ?  Is  it  not  poffible  that  I  may  fuggeft 
fome  things  that  you  may  have  omitted,  and  give 
you  reafons  for  leaving  out  others  ?  The  fcene  is 
changed  fince  that  period  of  time  :  the  conditions  of 
the  peace  of  Uirecht  have  been  applauded  by  moft 
part  of  mankind,  even  in  the  tv/o  houfes  of  par- 
liament j  Should  not  matters  reft  here,  at  leaft 

for 


f  ^38  ) 


for  fome  time  ?  I  prefume  your  great  end  is  to  d& 
juftice  to  truth  ;  the  fecond  point  may  perhaps  be 
to  make  a  compliment  to  the  Oxford  family  ;  per- 
mit me  to  fay  as  to  the  nrft,  that  tho'  you  know 
perhaps  more  than  any  one  man,  I  may  pollibly 
contribute  a  mite ;  and,  with  the  alteration  of 
one  word,  viz.  by  inlerting  parva  inftead  of  magna^ 
apply  to  myfelf  that  paffage  of  Virgil^  et  quoram 
pars  parva  fuu  As  to  the  fecond  point,  I  do  not 
conceive  your  compliment  to  lord  Oxford  to  be  fo 
perfe£l  as  it  might  be,  unlefs  you  lay  the  manu- 
fcript  before  him,  that  it  may  be  confidered  here. 

Our  little  captain  blufters,  reviews,  and  thinks 
he  governs  the  world,  when  in  reality  he  does 
nothing  ;  for  the  firft  minifter  ftands  pofTefled  of 
all  the  regal  power  :  the  latter  prates  well  in  the 
houfe,  and,  by  corruption,  is  abfolute  matter  of 
it:  as  to  other  matters,  his  foreign  treaties  are 
abfurd,  and  his  management  of  the  funds  betrays 
a  want  of  (kill  :  he  has  a  low  way  of  thinking. 
My  dear  Dean  adieu:  believe  me  to  be,  what  I 
really  am,  moft  afFe£lionately  yours. 

LETTER  CXLVII; 
The  Earl  of  Oxford  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Good  Mr.  DEAN",        Dover-flreet,  July  4,  1737- 

Your  letter  of  June  14th*,  in  anfwer  to 
mine  of  the  7th  of  Aprtl^  is  come  to  my  hands  ; 
and  it  is  with  no  fmall  concern  that  I  have  read 
it,  and  to  find  that  you  feem  to  have  formed  a 
refolution  to  put  the  Hiftory  of  the  four  !aft  years 
of  the  Queen  to  the  prefs  ;  a  refolution  taken 

*  This  letter  was  printed  by  JohnJIon  in  the  year 
1765,  No.  68. 

without 
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Without  giving  your  friends,  and  thofe  that  are 
greatly  concerned,  fome  notice,  or  fufFering  them 
to  have  time  and  opportunity  to  read  the  papers 
over,  and  to  confider  them,  I  hope  it  is  not  too 
late  yet,  and  that  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  let 
lome  friends  fee  them,  before  they  are  put  to  the 
prefs  5  and,  as  you  propofe  to  have  the  work  printed 
here,  it  will  be  eafy  to  give  diredtions  to  whom 
you  will  pleafe  to  give  the  liberty  of  feeing  them; 
I  beg  I  may  be  one  ;  this  requeft  I  again  repeat 
to  you,  and  I  hope  you  will  grant  it.  I  do  not 
doubt  but  there  are  many  who  will  perfuade  you 
to  publifti  it;  but  they  are  not  proper  judges: 
their  reafons  may  be  of  different  kinds,  and  their 
motives  to  prefs  on  this  work  may  be  quite  diffe- 
rent, and  perhaps  concealed  from  you. 

I  am  extremely  fenfible  of  the  firm  love  and  re- 
gard you  had  for  my  father,  and  have  for  his  me- 
mory 5  and  upon  that  account  it  is,  that  I  now 
renew  my  requeft,  that  you  would  at  leaft  defer 
this  printing  until  you  have  had  the  advice  of 
friends.  You  have  forgot  that  you  lent  me  the 
hiftory  to  read  when  you  were  in  England  fince  my 
father  died  ;  I  do  remember  it  well.  1  would  afk 
your  pardon  for  giving  you  this  trouble  ;  but 
upon  this  affair  I  am  fo  nearly  concerned,  that  if 
I  did  not  my  utmoft  to  prevent  it,  I  fhould  never 
forgive  myfelf. 

I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  your  good 
and  kind  concern  for  me  and  my  family.  My 
wife  defires  your  acceptance  of  her  moft  humble 
lervice ;  my  daughter  defires  the  fame  :  they  both 
are  fenfible  of  your  good  wifhes  for  them*  1  am, 
with  true  efteem  and  refped:,  dear  Sir,  your  ob- 
liged and  moft  affedionate  humble  fervant, 

OXFORD. 
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LETTER  XCLVIII. 
Earl  of  Orrery  to  Dr.  Swift. 

ID  E  A  R  SIR,  July  23,  1737. 

F  I  were  to  tell  you  who  enquire  for  you,  and 
what  they  fay  of  you,  it  would  take  up  more  pa- 
per than  I  have  in  my  lodgings,  and  more  time 
than  I  ftay  in  town.  Yet  London  is  empty  :  not 
duUy,  for  we  have  had  rain :  not  dull,  for  Mr. 
Pope  is  in  it  :  not  noily,  for  we  have  no  cars  f  : 
not  troublefome,  for  a  man  may  walk  quietly 
about  the  ftreets  :  in  fhort,  'tis  juft  as  I  would 
Jiave  it  till  Monday^  and  then  I  quit  St.  Paul'sy 
for  my  little  church  at  Marjion. 

Your  commands  are  obeyed  long  ago.  Drs 
Kng  has  his  cargo,  Mrs.  Barber  her  converfation, 
and  Mr.  Pope  his  letters.  To-morrow  I  pafs 
with  him  at  Twickenham  :  the  olim  memlnijfe  will 
be  our  feaft.  Leave  Dublin^  and  come  to  us.  Me- 
thinks  there  are  many  ftronger  reafons  for  it  than 
heretofore  ;  at  leaft  I  feel  'em  :  and  I'll  fay  with 
Macbeth^  Would  thou  couJd'ft  ! 

My  health  is  greatly  mended  ;  fo,  I  hope,  is 
yours  :  write  to  me  when  you  can,  in  your  beft 
health,  and  utmoft  leifure  ;  never  break  through 
that  rule.  Can  friendfhip  increafe  by  abfence  ? 
Sure  it  does  ;  at  leaft  mine  rifes  fome  degrees,  or 
'  feems  to  rife  :  try  if  it  will  fall  by  coming  nearer ; 
DO,  certainly  it  cannot  be  higher.  Yours  moft 
affe6iionately, 

'  ORRERY^ 


f  Alluding  to  the  Jrijh  cars. 
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LETTER  CXLtX. 

Thomas  Farrek,  Efq;  Mayor  of  Corfc^ 

to  Dr.  S  w  I  F  T. 

I REVEREND  SIR,  Cork,  Sept.  T4th,  1737, 

A  M  favoured  with  yours  by  Mr.  Faulkner^ 
and  am  forry  the  health  of  a  man,  the  whole 
kingdom  has  at  heart,  fhouid  be  lo  much  in  dan- 
ger. 

When  the  box  with  your  freedom  was  given 
the  Recorder,  to  be  prefented  to  you,  I  hoped  he 
would,  in  the  name  of  the  city,  have  exprefled 
their  grateful  acknov/ledgements  for  the  many 
fervices  the  publick  has  received  from  you,  w'hich 
are  the  motives  that  induced  us  to  make  you  one 
of  our  citizens  5  and  as  they  will  ever  remain 
monuments  to  your  glory,  we  imagined  it  need^ 
lefs  to  make  any  infcription  on  the  box,  and  es- 
pecially as  we  have  no  precedents  on  our  books 
for  any  fuch.  But,  as  fo  great  and  deferving  a 
patriot  merits  all  diftinftion  that  can  be  made,  I 
have,  by  the  confent  and  approbation  of  the 
Council,  dire£led  the  box  to  you,  and  hope  what 
is  infcribed  upon  it,  although  greatly  inferior  to 
what  your  merit  is  intitled  to,  will  however  de- 
monftrate  the  great  regard  and  refpe£l  we  have  for 
you,  on  account  of  the  many  Angular  fervices 
your  pen  and  your  counfel  have  done  this  poor 
'  country ;  and  am,  reverend  Sir,  your  moft  obe- 
dient humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  FARREN,  Mayor. 
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X  E  T  T  E  R  CL; 
Lord  M  Y  *  to  Dn  S  w  I  F  T. 

Is  I  Nov.  17th, 

SHALL,  with  great  pleafure,  bring  in  your* 
petition  to-morrow,  the  houfe  of  lords  not  fit- 
ting until  then  ;  but  I  find  there  is  a  finall  mif- 
take  in  point  of  form,  which  will  be  proper  to  be 
fet  right  before  the  petition  (hall  be  prefented. 

You  mention  the  bill  as  if  it  would  certainly 
pafs,  and  be  tranfmitted  into  England ;  inftead  of 
which,  I  muft  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  fay,  that 
there  are  heads  of  a  bill  depending  now  before 
your  lordfliips  committee,  in  order  to  prevent  {ffa 
i^c.  for  until  fuch  time  as  it  fhall  have  gone 
throuo;h  that,  no  one  can  declare  the  fate  of  it. 

I  fhould  not  be  fo  impertinent  as  to  pretend  to 
direfl:  you  in  this,  but  that  I  apprehend  you  did 
not  know  the  progrefs  the  bill  has  taken  ;  if  you 
will  get  it  writ  over  again,  my  fervant  (hall  wait 
to  bring  it  to  me,  and  I  ftiall  take  care,  as  foon 
as  the  petition  is  received,  to  have  a  claufe  ready, 
in  pursuance  of  it,  to  except  your  charity.  I 
am,  with  great  refpedl.  Sir,  your  moft  obedient 
and  moft  humble  fervant,  M  Y. 

LETTER   CLL  . 
Charles  Ford,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

T November  22d,  1737. 
CAN'T  help  putting  you  in  mind  of  me 
fometimes,  though  I  am  fure  of  having  no  return. 
J  often  read  your  name  in  the  news-papers,  but 

*  Now  E  of  B  — n, 

Jiardl/ 


(    143  ) 


liardly  have  any  other  account  of  ycu,  except 
when  I  happen  to  fee  lord  Orrery,  He  told  mo 
the  laft  time,  that  you  had  been  ill,  but  wcr« 
perfeftly  recovered. 

I  hear  they  are  going  to  publifli  two  volume^ 
more  of  your  works.  I  fee  no  reafon  why  alt 
the  pamphlets  publiflied  at  the  end  of  the  queen's 
reign  might  not  be  inferted.  Your  objection  of 
their  being  momentary  things  will  not  hold. 
Killing  no  Murder^  and  many  other  old  tracts,  are 
ftill  read  with  pleafare,  not  to  mention  Tullys 
Letters^  which  have  not  died  with  the  times.  My 
comfort  is,  they  will  fome  time  or  other  be  found 
among  my  books  with  the  author's  name,  and 
pofterity  obliged  with  them.  I  have  been  driven 
out  of  a  great  houfe,  where  I  had  lodged  betweea 
four  and  five  years,  by  new  lodgers,  with  an  in- 
fupportable  noife,  and  have  taken  a  little  one  to 
myfelf  in  a  little  court,  merely  for  the  fake  of 
fleeping  in  quiet.  It  is  in  St.  'James  s-P lace ^  and 
called  Little  Cleveland- Court,  I  believe  you  never 
obferved  it  ;  for  I  never  did,  though  I  lodged 
very  near  it,  till  I  v/as  carried  there  to  fee  the 
houfe  I  have  taken.  Though  coaches  come  in, 
it  confifts  of  but  fix  houfes  in  all.  Mine  is  but 
two  ftories  high,  contrived  exactly  as  I  would 
wifh,  as  I  feldom  eat  at  home.  The  ground- 
floor  is  of  fmall  ufe  to  me  ;  for  the  fore-parlour 
is  flung  into  the  entry,  and  makes  a  magnificent 
London  hall.  The  back  one,  by  their  ridickilous 
cuftom  of  tackinor  a  clofet  almoft  of  the  fame  bi^:- 
nefs  to  it,  is  fo  dark,  that  I  can  hardly  fee  to 
read  there  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  Up  ona 
pair  of  flrairs  I  have  a  very  good  dining-room, 
which  on  the  fccond  floor  is  divided  in  two,  and 
makes  room  for  niy  whole  family,  a  man  and  a 
maid,  both  at  board-wages.    Over  mybed-cham- 

^  ber 


Wr  is  my  ftudy^  the  pleafanteft  part  of  the  houfe,"" 
from  whence  you  have  a  full  view  of  Buckingham- 
houfe^  and  all  that  part  of  the  Park,  My  furni- 
ture is  clean  and  new,  but  of  the  cheapeft  things 
I  could  find  out.  The  moft  valuable  goods  I 
have  are  two  different  prints  of  you*  1  am  ftili 
in  great  hopes  I  ftiall  one  day  have  the  happinefs 
of  feeing  you  in  it. 

Every  body  agrees  the  queen's  death  was  wholly 
owing  to  her  own  fault.  She  had  a  rupture, 
which  fhe  would  not  difcover ;  and  the  furgeon 
who  opened  her  navel,  declared  if  he  had  known 
it  two  days  fooner,  ihe  fliould  have  been  walking 
about  the  next  day.  By  her  concealing  her  dif- 
temper,  they  gave  her  fh'ong  cordials  for  the  gout 
in  her  ftomach,  which  did  her  great  mifchief. 
'  The  king  is  faid  to  have  given  her  the  firft  ac- 
count of  her  condition  ;  (he  bore  it  with  great 
refolution,  and  immediately  fent  for  the  reft  of 
her  children,  to  take  formal  leave  of  them,  but 
abfolutely  refufed  to  fee  the  prince  of  Wales  \  nor 
could  the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury^  when  he  gave 
her  the  facrament,  prevail  on  her,  though  (he 
faid,  flie  heartily  forgave  the  prince.  It  is  thought 
her  death  will  be  a  lofs,  at  leaft  in  point  of  eafe, 
10  fome  of  the  minifters. 

Since  Le'JoU  has  loft  his  old  wife,  he  has  had 
an  old  maiden  niece  to  live  with  him,  continues 
the  fame  life,  takes  the  air  in  his  coach,  dines 
moderately  at  home,  and  fees  nobody. 

It  was  reported,  and  is  ftill  believed  by  many, 
that  Sir  Robert  Walpole  upon  the  lofs  of  his,  made 
Mifs  Skirret  an  honeft  woman;  but  if  it  be  fo, 
the  marriage  is  not  yet  owned. 

That  you  may,  in  health  and  happinefs,  fee 
many  30th  of  Novembers^  is  the  moft  fmcerc  and 
hearty  wifh  of  yours,  Csfr. 

If 


if  yoii  will  be  fo  kind  as  to  let  me  hear  from 
you  once  again,  you  may  either  dirc£l  to  me 
at  the  Cccoa-Tree^  or  to  Little  Clevcland'Court 
in  St.  Jam£s's  Place. 

LETTER  CLIL 
Dr.  Swift  to  Dr.  Clancy. 

SS  I  R,  Deajiry-houfe,  Chriftmas-day,  1737. 

,  O  M  E  friend  of  mine  lent  me  a  comedv  *4 
which  I  am  told  was  written  by  you  :  I  read  it 
carefully,  and  with  much  pleafure,  on  account 
both  of  the  characters  and  the  moral.  I  have  no 
intereft  with  the  people  of  the  play-houfe,  elfe  I 
fhould  gladly  recommend  it  to  them.  1  fmd  you 
a  fmall  prefent  f ,  in  fuch  gold  as  will  not  give 
you  trouble  to  change  ;  for  I  much  pity  your  lofs 
of  fight  J,  which  if  it  pleafed  God  to  let  you  en- 
joy, your  other  talei;its  might  have  been  your 
honeft  fupport,  and  have  eafed  you  of  your  pre- 

*  The  Sharper y  the  principal  chara6ler  of  which 
jperformance  was  defigned  to  reprelent  colonel  Qhar^ 
ths. 

f  This  pacquet  contained  five  pounds  in  fmall  pieces 
bf  gold  of  different  kinds,  of  which  thp  largeil:  did  not 
exceed  the  value  of  five  fhillings.  A  little  time  after 
(faith  Dr.  Clancy)  I  fent  him  a  parcel  of  tickets :  he 
kept  but  one,  which  he  faidhe  had  paid  for,  and  after- 
wards fent  me  two  four  pound  pieces  for  more.  Vid. 
Claricy^s  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  56. 

X  Dr.  Clancy  had  purfued  the  iludy  bf  phyfick,  and 
was  patronized  by  Dr.  Hsljham  ;  but  having  loft  his 
fight  before  he  could  regluarly  engage  in  the  bufmefs 
of  his  profeflion,  he  kept  a  Latin  School  for  his  fup- 
port.   He  has  been  dead  fome  years; 

Vol,  VI.  L  fent 
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fcnt.  confinement.  I  am.  Sir,  your  well-wifhing 
friend  and  humble  fervant, 

JONATH.  SWIFT. 

1  know  not  who  lent  me  the  play ;  if  it  cam^ 
from  you,  I  will  fend  it  back  to-morrow. 

LETTER  CLIII. 
Lady  HowTH  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR   SIR,  December  26th,  1737; 

NO V/ING  you  to  be  very  poor,  I  have  fent 
you  a  couple  of  wild  ducks,  a  couple  of  partridge, 
a  fide  of  venifon,  and  fome  plover,  which  will 
help  to  keep  your  houfe  this  Chrijimas.  You  may 
make  a  mifer's  feall,  and  drink  your  blue-eyed 
Nymph  in  a  bumper,  as  we  do  the  Drapier  j  and 
when  thefe  are  out,  let  me  know,  and  you  fhall 
have  a  frefh  fupply.  I  have  fent  them  by  a  black- 
guard, knowing  you  to  be  of  a  very  generous 
tamper,  though  very  poor.  My  lord  and  huf- 
band  joins  with  me  in  wiftiing  you  a  merry  Chriji-^ 
masy  and  many  of  them  ;  and  am  lincerely  your 
affedionate  friend  and  Sea-nymph. 

If  I  figned  my  name,  and  the  letter  fliould  be 
found,  you  and  I  might  be  fufpe(£led. 

LETTER  CLIV. 
Dr.  C  X.  A  N  c  Y  to  Dr.  Swift. 

REVEREND  SIIV,  December  27th,  1737. 

^'(^^  H  E  N  1  ftrive  to  exprefs  the  thorough 
fenfe  I  have  of  your  humanity  and  gogdnefs,  my 
attempt  teafes  in  admiratioaof  tbem.    You  have 

^  favoHrei 
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favoured  my  performance  with  fome  degree  of  srp^ 
probation,  and  you  have  confidcred  my  unfortu- 
nate condition  by  a  mark  of  your  known  benevo- 
lence: from  my  very  foul  I  lincerely  thank  you. 
That  approbation,  which  in  fome  more  happy 
periods  of  my  life  would  have  made  me  proud 
even  to  vanity,  has  now  in  my  diftrefs  comforted 
and  foothed  my  mifery. 

If  I  did  not  fear  being  troublefome,  I  fhould 
do  riiyfelf  the  honour  of  waiting  upon  you,  if  you 
will  be  pleafed  to  permit  me  to  do  fo.  At  any 
time  I  am  ready  to  obey  your  command  ;  and  am, 
with  the  utmoft  rcfpe£l  and  gratitude.  Sir,  your 
^loft  obliged  h\imble  fervant, 

MIC.  CLANCY, 

LETTER  CLV. 

Earl  of  Orrery  to  Mrs*  White  way. 

MADAM,    Duke-Street,  Weflminfter,  Feb.  14th,  i737-?# 

I  M  U  S  T  anfwer  a  letter  I  never  received.  Th^i 
Dean  tells  me  you  wrote  to  me ;  but  the  feas,  or 
the  poflmafters,  are  in  poffelTion  of  the  manufcript* 
Should  it  fall  into  CurPs  hands,  it  may  come  into 

i  print,  and  then  I  muft  anfwer  it  in  print,  which 
will  give  me  a  happy  opportunity  of  letting  the 
world  know  how  much  I  am  your  admirer  and 

I  fervant. 

I  agree  intirely  with  the  perfon  who  writes 
i  there  or  four  paragraphs  in  the  Dean's  letter^ 
Humour  and  wit  are,  like  gold  and  filver,  in  great 
plenty  in  Ireland  \  nor  is  there  any  body  that 
wants  either  but  that  abominable  Dean,  the  bane 
;of  all  learning,  fenfe,  and  virtue.  I  wifli  we  had 
'  him  here  to  punifti  him  for  his  various  olFences, 
particularly  far  bis  abhorrence  of  tjie  dear  dear 

L  2  fashions 
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fafhions  of  this  polite  age.  Pray,  madam,  fend 
him,  and  you  will  hear  what  a  fimple  figure  he 
will  make  among  the  great  men  of  our  ifland, 
who  are  every  day  improving  themfelves  in  all 
valuable  qualities  and  noble  principles. 

I  rejoice  to  hear  your  fair  daughter  is  in  health, 
I  am,  to  her  and  you,  a  moft  obedient  humble 
fervant, 

ORRERY. 
LETTER  CLVI. 
Mifs  Rich  ardson  to  Dr»,  Swift. 

Is  I  R,  Summerfeat,  Feb,  23d,  1737-8. 

WAS   favoured  fome  time  ago  with  your 
moft  obliging  letter  f,  wherein  you  are  pleafed 
to  fay  fo  many  civil  things  to  me,  that  I  have  been 
altogether  at  a  lofs  how  to  make  proper  acknow- 
ledgements for  the  honour  you  have  done  me* 
The  commendations  you  are  fo  good  as  to  beftow 
upon  me,  would  make  my  vanity  infufFerable  to 
my  neighbours,  if  I  were  not  confcious  that  I 
.do  not  deferve  them  ;  and  although  I  fliall  always 
account  it  a  great  unhappinefs  to  me  that  I  never 
have  been  in  your  company,  yet  this  advantage^ 
I  have  from  it,  that  my  faults  are  unknown  to 
you.  If  I  have  any  thing  commendable  about  me, 
I  fincerely  own  myfelf  indebted  to  you  for  it, 
having  endeavoured  as  much  as  I  could  to  model- 
myfelf  by  the  ufefui  inftruftions  that  are  to  be 
gathered  from  your  works  ;  for  which  my  fex  inr' 
general  (although  I  believe  fome  of  them  do  not 
think  fo)  is  highly  obliged  to  you.    The  opinion^ 
you  are  pleafed  to  entertain  of  me,  I  foncy  is- 

-f  Vid.  Colkftion,  No.  70. 
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owing  to  my  uncle's  partiality,  who  has  frequently 
been  lb  kind  as  take  pains  to  make  perfons  unac- 
quainted with  me,  think  better  of  me  than  after- 
wards they  found  I  deferved.  I  have  great  rea- 
fon  to  complain  of  his  treatment  in  this  particu- 
lar ;  but  in  all  others  I  have  met  with  fo  much 
klndnefs  from  him,  that  I  muft  think  it  my  duty 
to  lay  hold  of  every  opportunity  that  Calls  in  my 
way  to  oblige  him.  Sir,  you  have  it  in  your 
power  to  give  me  one,  by  making  him  a  vifit  at 
Summerfeat^  where  all  the  (kill  I  have  in  houfekeep- 
in  ^  fliould  be  employed  to  have  every  thing  in 
that  manner  that  would  be  mod  pleafing  to  you,  * 
which  I  know  is  the  moft  agreeable  fervice  I. 
could  do  for  him.  You  are  pleafed  to  wifh  in 
your  letter  that  you  had  hands  long  enough  to 
beat  me.  What  an  honour  and  happinefs  would 
I  efteem  it,  to  be  thought  worthy  of  your  correc- 
tion ?  but  I  fear  you  would  find  my  faults  fo  nu- 
merous, that  you  would  think  me  one  of  thofe 
ladies  that  do  not  deferve  to  be  mended. 

Your  letter  would  have  given  me  the  greateft 
pleafure  of  any  thing  I  have  ever  met  with,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  complaints  you  make  of  your 
health,  which  give  me  a  moft  fenfible  concern, 
as  they  ought  to  do  every  body  that  has  any  re- 
gard for  this  kingdom.  I  hope  the  good  weather 
will  fet  you  right,  and  that  the  Summer  will  in- 
duce you  to  vifit  this  northern  part  of  the  world. 
I  fear  I  have  by  this  time  tired  out  your  patience 
with  female  impertinence,  and  given  you  too  great 
reafon  to  change  the  favourable  thoughts  you  did 
me  the  honour  to  entertain  of  me  ;  I  will  forbear 
to  be  longer  troublefome  to  you,  only  I  beg  leave 
to  add  my  beft  v»'iflies  for  your  good  health,  that 
y  you  may  live  many  years  to  be  a  bleffing  to  man- 
kind in  general,  and  this  country  in  particular.  I 

L  3  am, 
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am,  with  the  higheft  cfteem,  and  greateft  refpefl:. 
Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

KATH.  RICHARDSON* 

LETTER  CLVII. 
Dr.  King  to  Deane  Swift,  Efq;  * 

SIR,  St.  Mary-Hal],  Oxon,  March  I5fh,  1737-8. 

J  D  I  D  not  receive  your  letter  of  the  4.th  till 
yefterday.  It  was  fent  after  me  to  London^  and 
from  thence  returned  to  Oxford. 

I  am  much  concerned  that  I  cannot  fee  you 
before  you  go  to  Ireland^  becaufe  I  intended  to 
have  fent  by  you  a  pacquet  for  the  Dean.  It  has 
been  no  fault  of  mine  that  he  has  not  heard  from 
me.  I  have  v/ritten  two  letters  for  him  (both 
jnclofed  to  Mrs.  Whiteway)  fmce  I  received  the 
manufcript  from  lord  Orrery,  I  wrote  again  to 
Mrs.  Whiteway^  when  I  was  laft  week  in  London^ 
to  acquaint  her,  that  I  would  write  to  the  Dean 
by  a  friend  of  mine,  who  is  going  for  Ireland  in 
a  few  days.  I  do  not  wonder  my  letters  by  the 
poft  have  been  intercepted,  fmce  they  wholly  re- 
lated to  the  publication  of  f  which,  I  am 

aflured,  is  a  matter  by  no  means  agreeable  to 
fome  of  our  great  men,  npr  indeed  to.  fome  of  the 
Dean's  particular  friends  in  London,  In  fhort,  I 
have  been  obliged  to  defer  this  publication  till  I 
can  have  the  Dean's  anfwer  to  fatisfy  the  objec- 
tions which  have  been  made  by  forr^e  of  his 
friends.    I  had  likewife  a  particular  reafon  of  my 

*  Then  at  Monmouth. 

t  Dr.  Snj:2ft''s  Hiftory  of  the  four  laft  years  of 

©WB 
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©wn  for  deferring  this  work  a  few  months,  which 
•J  have  acquainted  the  Dean  with. 

I  muft  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  leave  behind 
you  the  copy  of  the  Toafl^  at  leaft  to  ftiew  it  to 
nobody  in  Ireland :  for  as  I  am  upon  the  point  of 
accommodating  my  fuit,  the  publication  of  the 
book  would  greatly  prejudice  my  affairs  at  this 
junfturc.  But  this  is  a  caution  I  believe  I  needed 
not  have  given  you^ 

Your  friends  in  the  Flail  are  all  v/elL  We  ar^ 
now  very  full. 

Believe  me  to  be,  Sir,  your  moft  affectionate; 
and  moft  humble  fervant, 

WILLIAM  KING. 

Notwithftanding  your  letter,  I  am  flill  in  fome 
hopes  of  feeing  you  before  you  go  to  Ireland. 

LETTER  CLVIII. 
Alderman  Barber  to  D»*~  aS  w  i  f  t» 

MOST  DEAR  AND  HONOURED  FRIEND, 

London,  March  13th,  173S. 

Jt  was  v/ith  great  pleafure  I  received  yours  of 
the  9th  of  March^  with  the  ftate  of  your  healthy 
which  was  the  more  a?-reeable,  as  it  contrad idled 
the  various  reports  we  had  of  you  ;  for  you  re- 
member that  our  news-papers  take  the  privilege 
of  killing  all  perfons  they  do  not  like  as  often  as 
they  pleafe,  I  have  had  the  honour  to  be  decently 
interred  about  fix  times  in  their  weekly  memoirs, 
which  I  always  read  with  great  fatisfadtion, 

I  am  very  well  fatisfied  with  your  chara6ler  of 
Mr,  Dunkin^  and  defire  that  he  would  immediately 

L  4.  draw 
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draw  up  a  petition  in  form,  direfled  to  the  govcT 
nor,  ^c,  which  petition  I  dcfire  that  you  only 
would  underwrite,  with  your  recommendation, 
and  a  chara£lcr  of  him  ;  which  you  will  pleafe  to 
fend  to  me,  to  be  made  ufe  of  at  my  difcretion. 
He  need  not  come  over,  but  inform  me,  as  foon 
iLS  poffible,  of  Dr.  Squire  s  death. 

1  have  made  your  compliments  to  lord  and  lady 
Oxford^  who  are  both  well,  and  rejoiced  to  hear 
of  your  health.  They  give  you  their  thanks 
for  your  remembrance,  arid  are  your  faithful 
friends. 

His  lordfliip  is  very  well  pleafed  with  your  pre- 
fent  of  the  medals,  and  defires  you  would  fend 
them  by  the  firft  fafe  hand  that  comes  over.  Is  it 
not  Ihocking  that  that  noble  lord,  who  has  no 
vices  (except  buying  manufcripts  and  curiofities 
may  be  called  fo)  has  not  a  guinea  in  his  pocket, 
^nd  is  felling  a  great  part  of  his  eftate  to  pay  his 
debts  ?  and  that  eftate  of  his  produces  near  20,000/. 
a  year.  I  ifay,  is  it  not  fhocking  !  But  indeed 
moft  of  our  nobility  with  great  eftates  are  in  the 
fame  way.  My  lord  Burlington  is  now  felling,  in 
one  article,  9000/.  ?iyt2iX  \a  Ireland^  for  200,000/, 
which  won*t  pay  his  debts. 

Dr.  Mead  is  proud  of  your  compliments,  and 
returns  his  thanks  and  feryice, 

Mr.  Lewis  1  have  not  feen,  but  hear  he  is  pretty 
■>vell. 

Mr.  Fo7^d^  I  am  told,  is  the  moft  regular  man 
Jiving  ;  for  from  his  lodgings  to  the  Mall — to  the 
Cocoa— to  the  tavern  — to  bed,  is  his  conftan? 
courfe. 

Thefe  cold  winds  of  late  have  afFeded  me ;  but 
;is  the  warm  weather  is  coming  on,  I  hope  to  be 
better  than  I  am,  though,  1  thank  God,  I  arn 
now  in  better  health  than  I  have  been  for  many 
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years.  Among  the  other  bleflings  I  enjoy,  I  am 
of  a  chearful  difpofitiqn,  and  I  laugh,  and  ani 
laughed  at  in  my  turn,  which  helps  off  the  tedi- 
ous hours. 

I  hope  the  Spring  will  have  a  good  cfFedt  upon 
you,  and  will  help  your  hearing  and  orher  infir- 
mities, and  that  I  fliall  have  the  pleafure  to  hearr 
fp  from  your  own  hand. 

You  will  pleafe  to  obferve  that  I  am  proud  of 
every  occafion  of  {hewing  my  gratitude  to  you. 
Sir,  to  whom  I  muft  ever  own  the  greateft  obli- 
gations. 

Pray  God  blefs  and  preferve  you,  and  believe 
'me  always,  dear  Sir,  your  mcft  faithful  and  mod 
obedient  humble  fcrvant, 

JOHN  BARBER. 

LETTER  CLIX. 
Alexander  M^Aulay,  Efq^  to  Dr.  Swift. 

REV.   SIR,  April  13,  1738. 

I  H  A  V  L  received  your  letter  of  this  date,  and 
will  wait  upon  you  to-inorrovv  morniiig;.  1  am  ex- 
tremely forry  lo  find  you  meet  with  any  thing  that 
affe£ts  or  perplexes  you.  I  hope  I  fiiall  never  be 
guilty  of  fuch  black  ingratitude  as  to  omit  any 
opportunity  of  doing  you  every  good  olBce  in  my 
power. 

I  am,  with  the  greatcil  efteem  and  gratitude. 
Rev.  Sir,  your  mofl:  obliged  and  moft  obedient 
fervant, 

ALEXANDER  M'AULAY. 


I 
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LETTER  CLX. 
Dr.  King  to  Deane  Swift,  Efqj 

DEAR  SIR,  St.  Mary-Hall,  Oxon,  April  25,  1738. 

J  H  AV  E  juft  now  received  your  letter  by  Mr- 
Birf^  for  which  I  thank  you.  'Tis  now  more 
than  a  month  fince  I  wrote  to  Mrs.  Whiteway^  to 
acquaint  the  Dean  with  the  difficulties  I  met  with 
in  regard  to  the  publication  of  his  Hiftory,  and  to 
defire  his  advice  and  dire£lions  in  what  manner  I 
fliould  proceed.  I  have  not  yet  had  any  anfwer  ;  I 
and  til!  1  receive  one,  I  can  do  nothing  more.  I  | 
may  probably  hear  from  Ireland  btfoYQ  you  leave  f 
jP/lGijmouih  ;  in  v/hich  cafe  I  may  trouble  you  v/ith  I 
a  pacquet. 

J  am  pretty  much  of  your  opinion  about  the 
old  poets,  and  perhaps  may  confirm  you  in  your 
v/himfies  (as  you  call  them)  when  I  have  the  plea- 
'fure  of  feeing  you  here  again.  I  heartily  wifh  you 
a  good  journey  and  voyage  :  but  methinks  I  can 
hardly  excufe  you  for  having  been  fo  long  abfent 
from  us.  I  wifh  you  had  returned  to  this  place, 
tho'  for  one  week  ;  becaufe  I  might  have  talked 
over  with  you  all  the  afFair  of  the  Hiftory,  about 
which  I  have  been  much  condemned  :  and  no 
wonder,  fince  the  Dean  has  continually  expreffed 
his  difiatisfaction  that  1  have  fo  long  delayed  the  * 
publication  of  it.  However,  I  have  been  in  no 
fault :  on  the  contrary,  I  have  confulted  the  Dean's 
honour,  and  the  fafety  of  his  perfon.  In  a  word, 
the  publicat'on  of  this  work,  as  excellent  as  it  is,  j 
would  involve  the  printer,  publi(her,  author,  and 
every  one  concerned,  in  the  greateft  difficulties, 
if  not  in  a  certain  ruin  ;  and  therefore  it  will  be 
gbfolutcly  uecefTary  to  omit  fome  of  the  charadlers. 

I  thank 
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I  thank  you  for  the  promife  you  tnake  me  conr* 
earning  the  Toajl. 

Your  friends  here  are  all  well.  Believe  me, 
(Jear  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

WILLIAM  KING. 


L  E  T  T  E  R  CLXL 
MIfs  Richardson  to  Mrs,  Whiteway, 

DEAR  MADAM,  Belturbet,  May  6,  I73?« 

I  RECEIVED  the  favour  of  your  letter  laft 
poft.  I  was  deprived  of  having  that  pleafure. 
fooner  by  rerrioving  from  Summer jeat  to  this  place 
the  beginning  of  laft  month,  where  I  was  fent  for 
by  my  father,  to  attend  him  in  a  fit  of  the  gout,, 
of  which  he  has  been  very  ill  thefe  three  months, 
paft.  My  fifter,  who  takes  care  of  him  and  his 
family,  being  near  the  time  of  her  lying  in,  I 
trouble  you  with  this  account,  that  you  may 
know  how  I  am  engaged  at  prefent,  which  I  fear 
will  prevent  my  having  an  opportunity  of  waiting 
upon  you  before  my  uncle  returns. 

I  moft  humbly  thank  you  for  your  kind  invita- 
tion, and  do  heartily  wifh  it  were  any  way  in 
my  power  to  let  you  know  the  grateful  fenfe  I 
have  of  my  obligations  to  you.  I  hope  the  Dean 
of  S/.  Patrick's  is  very  well :  it  would  have  given 
me  infinite  pleafure  to  have  had  the  honour  of 
being  in  his  company  with  you. 

When  I  parted  with  my  uncle,  he  propofed  to 
mr.ke  but  a  lliort  ftay  in  England  at  this  time  ;  and 
at  his  return  he  intended  to  leave  nothing  undonp 
that  he  could  think  of  to  prevail  with  the  Dean 
and  you  to  fpend  fome  time  at  his  houfe  this  fum- 
mer.    I  hope  you  will  J)C  fo  go^d  as  t<>  g^ive  hira 
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all  the  afliftancc  you  can  to  perfuade  the  Dean  to 
take  that  jaunt :  I  really  believe  it  would  do  him 
great  iervice  as  to  his  health  :  I  pleafe  myfelf 
greatly  with  the  thoughts  of  having  you  there, 
and  your  daughter,  who  I  believe  to  be  a  very 
,  accompli  filed  young  lady,  having  had  the  happi- 
iiefs  to  be  educated  under  your  dire£lion.  I  beg 
you  wnll  make  my  compliments  to  her  \  and  be 
aflured  that  I  am,  with  great  refpe£t.  Madam, 
your  moft  obedient  and  muft  humble  fervant, 

KATH.  RICHARDSON. 

LETTER  CLXII. 
Lord  Orrery  to  Dr.  Swift. 

I DEAR   SIR,  June  13,  173S. 

AM  engaged  to-morrow  at  dinner;  but  I 
will  try  to  put  it  ofF,  and  fend  you  word  in  the 
morning  whether  I  can  meet  Mrs.  IVhiteway  or 
not. 

To  fliew  you  what  a  generous  rival  I  am  (now 
I  am  fure  of  the  lady)  1  fhould  be  glad  to  carry 
down  a  letter  from  you  to  my  miftrefs  on  Friday, 
She  never  drinks  any  wine ;  but  flie  told  me  the 
other  day,  to  do  you  good,  (he  would  drink  a 
bottle.  1  wifli  you  would  infift  on  it,  that  I 
might  fee  whether  wine  would  alter  the  fweetnefs 
of  her  temper,  for  I  am  fure  nothing  elfe  can. 

I  rejoice  to  find  there  is  fome  little  amendment 
in  your  health,  and  I  pray  God  to  encreafe  it. 

ORRERY, 
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LETTER  CLXIIL 
Lord  Orrery  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR   SIR,  June  29,  175^, 

J  H  A  V  E  but  this  paper  left,  and  how  can  I 
employ  it  better  than  triumphing  over  my  rival. 
Mea  £/?  Lavinia  conjux.  To-morrow  Mrs*  HamiU 
ton  gives  me  her  heart  and  hand  for  ever.  Do  I 
live  to  fee  the  day  when  toupets,  coxcomical  lords^ 
powdered  fquires,  and  awkv/ard  beaux  join  witk 
the  Dean  of  5/.  Patrick's  in  the  lofs  of  one  and 
the  fame  objedl  ?  My  happinefs  is  too  great,  and 
in  pity  to  you  I  will  add  no  more  than  that  I  hope 
to  fee  grief  for  this  lofs  ftrongly  wrote  in  your 
face  even  twenty  years  hence.'  Adieu,  your  gene- 
rous rivals 

ORRERY. 

LETTER  CLXIV. 
Alderman  Barber  to  Dr.  Swift, 

MOST  HONOURED  AND  WORTHY  SIR, 

Lonc!on,  July  2,  173S. 

J  HAVE  deferred  anfwering  the  favours  of  yours^ 
of  the  9th  and  31ft  of  March^  in  hapes  to  hav^ 
Ibmething  to  entertain  you  with,  and  I  have  fuc- 
ceeded  in  my  wifiies  ^  for  I  am  fure  I  give  you 
great  pleafure  when  I  tell  you  the  inclofed  1  re- 
ceived from  the  hands  of  lord  Bolingbrohe  and  Mr. 
PopB^  your  deareft  friends.  My  lord  has  been 
here  a  few  days,  and  is  come  to  fell  Dawley^  to 
pay  his  debts  3  and  he  will  return  to  France^ 

where. 
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where,  I  am  told,  he  is  writing  the  Hiftory  of  hiH 
cwn  Times  ;  which  I  heartily  rejoice  at  (though 
I  am  not  likely  to  live  to  fee  it  publiftied)  becaufe 
fo  able  a  hand  can  do  nothing  but  what  muft  be 
inftru£live  and  entertaining  to  the  next  generation. 
His  lordfhip  is'  fat  and  fair,  in  high  Ipirits  5  but 
joins  with  you,  and  all  good  men,  to  lament  our 
prefent  unhappy  (ituation,  Mr.  Pope  has  a  cold, 
and  complains,  but  he  is  very  well;  fo  well,  that 
he  throws  out  a  twelve-penny  touch  in  a  week  or 
ten  days,  with  as  much  eafe  as  a  friend  of  ourg 
formerly  ufed  to  roaft  the  enemies  to  their  country. 

The  report  of  the  duke  of  Ormond's  return  is 
■without  foundation.  His  grace  is  very  well  in 
health,  and  lives  in  a  very  handfome  m.anner,  and 
'has  Mr,  Kelly  with  him  as  his  chaplain,  the  gen- 
'tleman  who  efcaped  out  of  the  Tower.  A  worthy 
friend  of  yours  and  mine  pafled  through  JvignoH 
^bout  a  month  fmce,  and  dined  with  his  Grace, 
from  whom  I  have  what  I  tell  you. 

I  hear  nothing  of  Dr.  Squire's  departure :  I 
believe  I  may  fay  the  matter  is  fecured  for  Mr. 
Dunkin. 

I  have  feen  lord  and  lady  Oxford^  who  make 
you  their  compliments.  He  thanks  you  for  your 
medals.  I  believe  I  told  you  he  is  felling  Wimple^ 
to  pay  off  a  debt  of  100,000/.  That  a  man 
without  any  vice,  fhould  run  out  fuch  a  fum,  is 
rnonftrous.  It  muft  be  owing  to  the  roguery  of 
his  ftewards,  and  his  indulency,  which  is  vice 
enough. 

Lord  Bathurjl  is  heartily  yours  ;  fo  is  Mr.  Lewis^ 
who  wears  apace,  and  the  more  (would  you  be- 
lieve it  ?)  fince  the  lofs  of  his  wife.  ^ 

I  do  not  fee  lord  in  an  age  :  his  fon  'v$ 

married,  and  proves  bad  enough;  ill-natured  and 
g^rcxud^  and  very  Iktle  i»  hinn    Our  fiicnd  Ford 
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lives  in  the  fame  way,  as  conftant  as  the  fun,  from 
the  Cocoa-tree  to  the  Park^  to  the  tavern,  to  bed,  fff^. 
So  far  in  the  hiftorical  way,  to  obey  your  feve- 
ral  commands.  You  will  now  give  me  leave  tq 
hope  this  will  find  you  free  from  all  complaints, 
and  that  I  fhall  have  the  great  pleafure  of  feeing 
it  very  quickly  under  your  ov/n  hand.  I  thank 
God,  I  am  better  than  I  have  been  many  years, 
but  yet  have  many  complaints  ;  for  my  afthmq, 
flicks  clofe  by  me,  but  lefs  gout  than  formerly,  fq 
that  though  I  cannot  walk  far,  I  ride  daily,  and, 
eat  and  drink  heartily  at  noon ;  and  I  impute  my 
being  fo  much  better  to  my  drinking  conftantly 
the  affes  milk,  which  is  the  beft  fpeciiick  we  have. 
I  wifh  to  God  you  would  try  it,  I  am  fure  it 
would  do  you  much  good.  I  take  it  betimes  in 
the  morning,  which  certainly  gives  me  a  littU, 
lleep,  and  often  a  fmall  breathing  or  fweat* 

If  Mr.  Richard/on  has  not  made  you  his  acknow- 
ledgments for  your  great  favour  and  friendftiip  to. 
him,  he  is  much  to  blame ;  for  to  you  he  owes 
the  continuance  of  his  employment.  An  alder- 
rman  of  Derry  came  from  thence  on  purpofe  to 
•attach  him,  and  he  had  many  articles  of  impeach- 
ment ;  and  I  believe  he  had  twenty,  out  of  twenty- 
four,  of  our  Society  againft  him  :  and  the  cry  ha& 
been  againft  him  for  two  or  three  years  part,  and 
I  had  no  way  to  fave  him  many  times,  but  only 
by  faying,  that  while  I  had  the  honour  to  prefide 
in  that  chair,  I  would  preferve  the  great  privilege 
every  Englijhman  had,  of  being  heard  before  he 
was  condemned  :  and  I  never  put  any  queftion 
againft  him  while  he  was  in  Ireland.  Well,  he 
came  ;  and,  after  a  Jong  and  tedious  hearing  of 
both  fides,  the  Society  were  of  opinion,  that 
had  afted  juftly  and  honourably  in  his  of&ce. 


1 
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i  do  hot  deal  in  politicks ;  I  have  left  them  off 
a  lo  g  while,  only  we  talk  much  of  war,  which 
I  do  not  believe  a  word  on.  A  fair-  lady  in  Ger^ 
many  has  put  the  in  good  humour  they  fay. 

I  fhall  trouble  you  no  more  at  prefent,  but  tdi 
aflure  you  I  never  think  of  you  but  with  the  ut- 
moft  pleafure,  and  drink  your  health  daily,  and 
heartily  pray  for  your  long,  long  life,  as  you  are 
an  honour  to  your  country,  and  will  be  the  glory 
of  the  prefent  and  fucceeding;  ages. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  affectionate  humble 
fervant, 

J;  BARBER. 


LETTER  CLXV. 
William  Richardson^  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swifts 

X  HERE  are  but  very  few  things  would  give 
me  o-reater  concern  than  the  Dean  of  St.  Patricias 
becoming  indifferent  towards  me ;  and  yet  I  fear 
one  of  thofe  few  things  is  the  caufe  I  have  not  had 
a  line  from  you  fmce  I  came  hither.  I  befeech 
you  eafe  me  of  my  prefent  pain,  by  telling  me  that 
you  are  well  ;  that  fiimmer,  which  hath  but  latelj^ 
reached  us  here,  hath  invited  j^ou,  and  tempted 
you  to  ride  again. 

Jf  any  thing  occurs  to  you  I  can  doj  that  is 
agreeable  to  you,  if  you  have  the  leaft  inclinatioii 
to  oblige  me,  you  will  let  me  know  it. 

My  hurry  here  is  almoft  over  5  but  otie  affair 
Of  other  will  detain  me  till  the  latter  end  of 
OSiober^  if  I  get  away  then.  I  cannot  fay  I  pafs 
rny  time  difagreeablv.  I  have  had  fome  opportu- 
nities of  doing  good  offices  ;  and,  when  I  am  not 
8  difengaged 
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difengaged  by  bufmefs,  I  live  with  a  few  friends 
that  I  love,  and  love  me,  arid,  for  thef  moft  part, 
go  every  week  with  one  of  thetn  to  the  country 
for  two  or  three  days. 

Your  friend  BoUngbroke  is  well,  and  at  prefcnt 
with  Mr.  Pope.  I  am  told  he  has  fold  Dawly. 
Alderman  Barbery  who  has  promifed  me  to  write 
to  you  by  the  next  poft,  tells  me  his  lordfhip  en- 
quired much  about  you  and  your  health.  The 
alderman  plays  his  cards  fo  as  that  his  credit  in  the 
1city  daily  encrcafes.  There  is  nothing  but  the 
Vacancy  wanting  to  put  Mr.  Dunk'in  in  poffeffioa 
*iDf  the  parifti  of  Colrain. 

I  hear  you  have  feen  Pope's  fifth  Dialogue,  1 73S» 
Have  you  feen  his  Univerfal  Prayer  ?  This  fe- 
cond  Dialogue,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  in- 
scription intended  by  the  old  dutchefs  of  Marlbo^ 
Yough  for  a  ftatue  (he  is  to  ereft  of  queen  Antiej 
and  a  few  lines  attributed  to  lord  Chejierjield,  on 
^ndthef  fubjeit,  wait  on  you  inclofed. 

Believe  that  I  love  as  much  as  I  admire  you  ;  and 
that  I  am,  with  the  moft  perfeft  refps6t,  dear  Sir, 
your  moft  obliged  and  moft  truly  faithful  fervant, 

WILLIAM  RICHARDSON. 

This  pacquet  goes  franked  by  the  fecretary  of 
the  foreign  office,  v/ho  can  frank  any  weight. 

I  expeft  the  prime  ferjeai^it  *  here  this  night  ia 
his  way  to  France, 

•  Singleton, 


:  Vol.  VI.  If 
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LETTER  CLXVI. 
The  Bifliop  of  F  e  r  k  s  f  to  Dn  Swift*. 

SIR,  September  18,  X73S. 

A 

MESSAGE  which  I  juft  now  received 
from  you  by  Mr.  Hughes,  gives  me  fome  hopes  of 
being  reftored  to  my  old  place.  Formerly  I  was 
your  minifter  in  muficis :  but  when  I  grew  a  great 
man  (and  by  the  by  you  helped  to  make  me  fo) 
you  turned  me  ofF.  If  you  are  pleafed  again  to 
employ  me,  I  (hall  be  as  faithful  and  obfervant 
as  ever. 

I  have  heard  Mr,  Hughes  fing  often  at  Perci- 
vaFs  and  have  a  good  opinion  of  his  judgment : 
fo  has  Percival,  who,  in  thefe  affairs,  is  infallible. 
His  voice  is  not  excellent,  but  will  do :  and,  if  I 
miftake  not,  he  has  one  good  quality,  not  very 
common  with  the  mufical  gentlemen,  /.  e,  he  is 
defirous  to  improve  himfelf.  If  Mafon  and  Lamb 
were  of  his  temper,  they  would  be  as  fine  fellows 
as  they  think  themfelves.  I  am.  Sir,  your  moft 
obedient  humble  fervant, 

EDWARD  FERNS. 

LETTER  CLXViL 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Whitewav. 

M 

R.  Swift's  gimcracks  of  cups  and  balls  ^, 
in  order  to  my  convenient  fliaving  with  eafe  and 

t  Dv.Synge^  %  At  Dean  P/raw/'s, 

*  A  box  of  foap       a  btuni. 

dirpatch9> 


difpatch,  together  with  the  prefcrlptien  oA  half  i 
Hieet  of  paper,  was  exactly  followed,  but  fonie 
inconvenlencies  attended  ;  for  I  cut  my  face  once 
or  twice,  was  juft  twice  as  long  in  the  performance, 
and  left  twice  as  much  hair  behirid,  as  I  have 
done  this  twelvemonth  paft.  I  return  him,  there-^ 
fore,  all  his  implements,  arid  my  own  compli- 
ments, with  abundance  of  thanks^  becaiife  hd 
hath  fixed  me  during  life  in  my  old  humdrum  way* 
Give  me  a  full  and  true  account  of  all  your  healths, 
and  fo  adieu.    I  am  ever,  ^c. 

J.  SWIFT. 

Oil.  3d  or  4th>  or  i-athcr  as  the  butler  fay$, 
the  fecond  on  Tuejday  1734. 

My  fervice  to  all  your  litter,  1  hiean  Vlrs» 
Harrifon^  &c-  but  you  will  call  this  high 
treafon.  I  am  flill  very  lame  of  that  left 
foot.  I  expe£l  to  fee  as  many  of  you  as  you 
pleafe. 

LETTER  dLXVIII. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Whitewaya. 

Nov,  27,  17  3^*' 

y  Never  niced  a  ietter  from  yoii  on  ybiif 
ufual  days  of  coming  here,  for  it  always  brings 
me  bad  news.  1  am  heartily  forry  for  your  fdn  s 
continuing  his  illnefs,  and  that  ydu  have  novi^  two 
patients  in  your  houfe.  In  the  mean  time  pray 
take  care  of  your  health,  chiefly  your  wicked  cho- 
lic^  and  Mrs.  Harriforis  difpofition  to  a  fever.  I 
hope  at  kaft  things  will  be  better  on  Thurfday  f, 

f  Dr.  Sw/t's  bkth-day. 

M  2  «ir« 


clfe  I  ftic.  '!  be  full  of  the  fpleen,  becaufe  it  Is  a  day 
you  feem  to  regard,  although  I  deteft  it,  and  I 
read  the  third  chapter  of  Joi?  that  morning  J.  I 
am  deafer  than  when  you  faw  me  laft,  and  indeed 
am  quite  caft  down.  My  hearty  love  and  fervice 
tQ  Mrs.  Harrifon.  ^  I  .thoroughly  pity,  you  in  your 
prefent  circumftances,  I  aai  evei*  yours  entirely* 
God  fuppoi  t  you  ! 

J.  SWIFT. 

L  E-T  T  E  R  CLXIX. 

Mifs  Richardson  to  Mrs,  WhitewAY. 

.DE-AR  MADAM,  Eelturbet,  November  29,  1738. 

Jt  was  a  very  unequal  match  that  the  Dean  and 
you  fliculd  join  in  a  plot  againft  my  uncle  and  r^ie  : 
you  could  not  fail,  of  carrying  your  point.  Any 
thing  the  Dean  hath  a  hand  in,  is  done  in  the  molt 
genteel  and  furprizing  manner.  I  fairly  own  I 
am  caught :  1  v/ould  be  gtad  to  know  what  my 
uncle  will  think  of  himlelf  when  he  hears  the 
part  he  acStcd  in  it.  1  have  been  fo  well  ac- 
euftomed  to  receive  prefents  of  value  from  him, 
that  I  thought  it  had  been  a  piece  of  edging,  or 
fome  light  thing,  which  he  had  committed  to  your 
care  to  be  forwarded  to  me.  Never  was  I  fo  fur- 
prized  as  1  was  when  I  read  your  letter,  to  think 
I  had  received  a  prefent  from  fo  great  a  peribn  as 
the  Dean  \  but  when  I  locked  upon  it,  and  knew 
the  expence  it  muft  be  to  him.,  I  was  quite  con- 
Founded  :  it  was  too  great  an  honour  for  me,  who 
can  never  defer ve  the  leaft  favour  from  him  :  it  is> 
moft  beautiful  diamond ;  I  own  I  am  proud  of 

J  This  chapter  he  always  read  upon  his  birth  day. 

finerjr  \ 


finery  now,  which  I  never  was  in  my  life  before. 
I  am  highly  obliged  to  you  for  your  improvement 
of  the  rin^;:  the  Dea^i's  hair  and  name  have 
made  in  a  treafure  to  me,  and  I  really  believe  it 
will  be  thought  To  a  thoufand  years  hence,  if  it 
can  be  kept  io  long.  I  am  fare  it  Ihall  by  me,  as 
long  as  I  live,  with  as  much  care  as  I  keep  my 
eyes,  while  1  have  them  to  look  upon  it. 

My  filter,  who  had  the  honour  of  waiting  upon 
you  in  town,  and  brought  me  the  ring  very  fafe, 
is  full  of  acknowledgments  for  your  civilit'es  to 
her,  rnd  returns  you  her  moft  fmcere  thanks^ 
with  her  humble  fervice.  Pray  give  mine  moft 
afFedtionately  to  MiTs  Harrifon.  I  am,  dear 
Madam,  your  mcft  obliged  and  moft  humble 
fcrvant, 

KATH.  RICHARDSON. 

LETTER  CLXX. 
William  Richardson,  Efq;   to  Dr.  Swift, 

r 

SIR,  London,  January  2d,  1738-9, 

1am  called  upon,  by  many  provocations,  to 
prefer  a  bill  of  indictment  againft  you,  and  a  fe- 
male accomplice  of  yours  *  \  tor  that  by  the  ufe  of 
means  very  uncommon,  which  were  in  your 
power  only,  you  have  turned  the  head  of  a  well- 
meaning  country  girl  t)f  plain  fenfe,  who  had 
been  very  ufeful  to  me,  and  efteemed  by  her 
acquaintance.  \  have  feen  of  late  many  fymp- 
toms  of  her  diforder  :  it  is  true,  that  the  faicina- 
tion  of  your  works  had  before  operated  ftrongly 
upon  her  ;  for  fcarce  any  opportunity  occurred 

*  Mrs.  Whlicnx^ay, 

M  3  but 
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\>\xt  ihe  poured  forth  her  admiration  of  the  author, 
and  can  repeat  without  book  all  your  poems  better 
than  her  catechifm  ;  however,  fhe  could  attend  to 
domeftic  affairs,  and  give  proper  dire£lions  about 
matters  in  the  kitchen  and  larder,  &€.  and  when 
Ihe  did  not  pore  upon  your  writings,  or  fome  other 
books  (I  cannot  fay  of  the  like  kind)  fhe  was  at 
'^ork,  or  feeing  that  things  in  her  province  were 
fis  they  fhpuld  be  :  but  now  truly  it  appears  fhc 
^ipprehends  that  heretofore  fhe  had  not  difcoverecl 
her  own  yalue  and  importance.  To  be  taken 
notice  of  by  a  perfon  fhe  has  long  thought  to  be 
the  greateft  genius  any  age  hath  produced,  and 
whom  file  worfhippeth  with  an  adoration  that  to 
any  mortal  rifes  almoft  to  idolatry,  hath,  it  is 
inucb  to  be  feared,  tranfported  her  with  conceit 
^nd  vanity,  and  where  it  will  end,  I  know  not. 
"What  you  have  done  proceeded,  ro  doubt,  froni 
a  malicious  intention  tc/yvards  me,  as  well  as  thje 
poor  girl ;  and  I  refent  it  accordingly,  as  I  hope 
ihe  will  do' when  (he  returns  to  her  fenfes. 

I  was  greatly  rejoiced,  dear  Sir,  to  learn  from 
the  prime-ferjeant  Singleton,  that  he  found  you  ex- 
tremely well  in  every  refpeft,  except  your  hear- 
ing;  and  in  that  he  faid  you  were  much  better 
than  he  expelled.  That  man,  who  has  as  true  a 
heart  as  ever  I  met  with,  moft  intirely  loves  as 
well  as  admires  you. 

This  place  affords  no  news  at  prefent.  I  am 
^^tained  by  ajfFairs  of  importance  that  relate  to  my 
friends,  and  cannot  yet  fay  when  they  will  allow 
me  to  return.  I  pafs  my  time,  now  and  then, 
with  fome  of  Mr.  Popis  moft  intimate  friends  ; 
and'although  I  would  have  great  pleafure  in  being 
known  to  him,  that  of  tHe  prefent  age  comes  next 
to  you  in  famiC,  I  fhall  not  be  introduced  to  him, 
I  fhall  have  the  honour  riot  to  be  thought 
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wholly  unworthy  to  deliver  him  a  letter  from  the 
Pean  of  St,  Patrick's. 

Alderman  Barber  got  a  fall  in  his  parlour  on  his 
hip,  by  his  foot  getting  into  a  hole  of  the  carpet ; 
it  brought  a  fit  of  the  gout  upon  him,  and  he  is 
ftill  fomewhat  lame  in  his  hip;  but  otherwife  in 
very  good  health  and  fpirits. 

Dodlor  Squire  holds  out  furprlzlngly :  as  foon 
as  the  vacancy  fhall  happen,  I  will  have  notice, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  but  Mr.  Dunkin  will  fucceed 
him. 

I  am  ever,  dear  Sir,  with  the  higheft  efteem' 
and  refpecSl,  your  moft  obliged  and  moft  afFeftio- 
nate  humble  fervant, 

WILLIAM  RICHARDSON, 

LETTER  CLXXL 
Dr.  King  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,        St.  Mary.Hall,  Oxford,  January  5th,  i738-9# 

T  length  I  have  put  Roch^faucault  to  the 
p^efs,  and  about  ten  or  twelve  days  hence  it  will 
be  publifhed.  But  I  am  in  great  fear  left  you 
fhould  diflike  the  liberties  I  have  taken.  Although 
I  have  done  nothing  without  the  advice  and  ap^ 
probation  of  thofe  among  your  friends  in  this  coun^* 
try,  who  love  and  efteem  you  moft,  and  zealoufly 
intereft  themfelves  in  every  thing  that  concerns 
your  chara£ler.  As  they  are  much  better  judges 
of  mankind  than  I  am,  I  very  readily  fubmitted  tp 
their  opinion ;  however,  if  after  having  received 
the  printed  copies,  which  I  will  fend  you  next 
week,  you  fliall  ftill  refolve  to  have  the  poem 
publifhed  as  intire  as  you  put  it  into  my  hands,  I 
will  certainly  obey  your  commands,  if  I  can  find 

M  4  a  proper 


(  ; 


t'  f  mper  perfon  to  undertake  the  work.    I  fliall 

go  to  London  the  latter  end  of  the  next  week, 
when  ril  write  to  you  by  a  private  hand  more 
fully  than  I  can  venture  to  do  by  the  poft, 

I  was  at  Twickenham  in  the  Chrijlmas  week.  Mr, 
Pt)pe  had  juft  then  received  a  letter  from  you,  and 
had  the  pleafure  of  hearing  you  were  well  and  in 
good  fpirits.  May  thofe  good  fpirits  continue 
with  ycu  to  the  laft  hour ! 

--Believe  me  to  be,  with  the  greatefi  truth.  Sir, 
your  rnoft  obedient  and  mofi  faithful  fervant, 

W.  K. 

Pray  do  me  the  honour  to  prefent  my  moft 
humble  fervice  to  Mrs.  Wbitewoy, 


LETTER  CLXXIL 
Deaiste  Swift,  Efqj  to  Dr,  S  w  i  f  t^. 

SIR,  Jan.  12,  'I73S'9» 

I  H  AD  fo  great  an  honour  conferred  upcn  me 
yefterday,  thar  I  know  not  how  to  exprefs  the 
obligations  I  lie  under  for  it,  unlefs  by  endeavour- 
ing to  m.ake  myfelf  worthy  of  your  prefent,  I  can 
demonftrate  to  the  w^orld  that  I  daily  improve  in 
Avifdom  and  knowledge,  by  ftudying  in  thofe  books, 
which  fince  the  beginning  of  my  life  I  have  for 
ever  efieemed  to  be  a  compleat  library  of  tafte, 
wit,  poetry  and  politicks;  yes,  2nd  in  fpite  of 
diillnefs  and  prejudice,  I  will  venture  to  fay  of 
religion  alfo.  This  I  am  fure  of,  that  fo  great  a 
prefent  from  fo  great  a  perfon,  and  in-  a  manner  fo 
handfcme'and  extraordinary,  it  is  abfolutely  im- 
poffible  I  fhould  ever  be  honoured  with  again.  I 
always  thought  I  added  to  my  own  reputation 

whenever 
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whenever  I  pointed  cut  fome  of  thpfc  excellencictv 
which  fhine  through  every  page  of  them.  But  to 
be  thought  worthy  of  receiving  then)  from  your 
hands,  ,was  infinitely  beyond  even  what  my  vanity 
could  hope  for.  I  have  flattered  myfclf  for  many 
years,  that  to  the  beft  of  my  power  I  have  conti- 
nually fought  under  the  banners  of  Liberty,  and 
that  I  have  been  ready,  at  a  moment's  call^  cither 
to  lay  down  my  life  in  the  defence  of  it,  or  when- 
ever there  jfhould  appear  any  probability  of  fuccefs, 
to  vindicate  and  affert  that  claim,  which  every  man 
in  every  country  has  by  nature  a  right  to  infift 
upon  ;  but  v^hatever  principles  have  guided  my 
adions  hitherto,  I  fhall  from  this  moment  inlift 
myfelf  under  the  conduct  of  Liberty's  General  ; 
and  whenever  I  defert  her  enfigns,  to  fight  under, 
thofe  of  Tyranny  and  Oppreflion,  then,  and  not 
till  then,  will  I  part  with  thofe  books  which  you 
have  fo  highly  honoured  me  with,  and  caft  them 
into  the  flames,  that  I  may  never  afterw^ards  be 
reproached  either  by  the  fight  of  them,  or  the 
remembrance  of  the  donor.  I  am,  Sir,  with  the 
higheft  efteem,  your  moR  obliged  and  mod  obedi- 
ent humble  fervant, 

DEANE  SWIFT. 


LETTER  CLXXIIL 


Dr.  King   to  Dr.  Swift. 

^     SIR,  London,  Jan.  23  d,  I73S  9. 

HOPE  you  received  a  letter  I  wrote  to  you 
from  Oxford  about  the  thirtieth  of  laft  month,  in 
which  1-  acquainted  you  with  the  publication  of 
Rochejaucault ;  and  as  I  interefl:  myfelf  micfi  hear- 
tily in  every  thing  that  concerns  your  chara£ter 

as 
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an  author,  to  I  take  great  picafure  in  telling 
you,  that  none  of  your  works  have  been  better 
received  by  the  public  than  this  poem.  I  obferve 
this  with  more  than  ordinary  fatisfaftion,  becaufe 
I  may  urge  the  approbation  of  the  public  as  fome 
kind  of  apology  for  myfelf,  if  I  fliall  find  you  arc 
difiatisfied  with  the  form  in  which  this  poem  now 
appears.  But  if  that  fhould  happen,  all  the  reft 
of  your  friends  on  this  fide  of  the  water  muft  fhare 
the  blame  with  me  ;  for  I  have  abfoluiely  con- 
formed myfelf  to  their  advice  and  opinion  as  to  the 
manner  of  the  publication.  There  are  fome  lines, 
indeed,  which  I  omitted  with  a  very  ill  will,  and 
for  no  other  reafon,  but  becaufe  I  durft  not  infert 
them,  I  mean  the  ftory  of  the  medals  ;  however, 
that  incident  is  pretty  well  known,  and  care  has 
been  taken  that  almoft  every  reader  may  be  able 
to  fupply  the  blanks.  That  part  of  the  poem 
which  mentions  the  death  of  queen  Anne,  and  fo 
well  defcribes  the  defigns  of  the  miniftry,  which 
facceeded  up^n  the  acceflion  of  the  late  king,  I 
would  likewife  willingly  have  publiftied,  if  I  could 
have  done  it  with  fafety  :  but  I  don't  know  vvhe- 
th^r  the  prefent  worthy  fet  of  minifters  would  not 
have  conftrued  this  paffage  into  high  treafon,  by 
aid  of  the  new  doftrine  of  inuendos  :  at  lead  a 
lawyer,  whom  I  confulted  on  this  occafion,  gave 
me  fome  reafon  to  ima^^ine  this  mi^ht  be  the  cafe. 
1  am  in  truth  more  cautious  than  I  ufed  to  be,  well 
knowing  that  my  fuperiors  look  on  me  at  prefent 
with  a  very  evil  eye,  as  I  am  the  reputed  author 
of  the  Latin  poem  I  have  fent  you  by  the  fame; 
gentleman,  who  does  me  the  favour  to  deliver  you 
this  letter:  for  although  that  piece  hath  efcaped 
the  ftate  inquifuion,  by  being  written  in  a  lan- 
£':uage  that  is  not  at  prefent  very  well  underftood 

court,  and  might  perhaps  puzzle  the  attorney- 
genera^ 
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general  to  explain,  yet  the  fcope  of  the  poem  and 
principal  charaflers  being  well  underftood,  the 
author  muft  hereafter  expe£l  no  mercy,  if  he  gives 
his  enemies  any  grounds  or  colour  to  attack  him. 
But  notwithftanding  all  my  caution,  if  I  per- 
ceive you  diflike  this  manner  and  form  of  the 
poem,  I  will,  fome  way  or  other,  contrive  that 
it  may  be  publifhed  as  you  (hall  direft. 

T  fend  you  my  beft  wilhes,  and  I  hope  you  wil} 
yet  live  many  years  in  a  perfect  ftate,  for  the  fajce 
of  your  friends,  for  the  benefit  of  your  country, 
and  for  the  honour  of  mankind  ;  and  I  beg  you 
to  believe  that  I  am,  with  the  greateft  truth,  Slr^ 
your  moft  humble  and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

W.  K. 

J.  E  T  T  E  R  CLXXIV. 
Dr.  King  to  Mrs,  Whiteway. 

A Madam,  January  30,  1738-9. 

VERY  kind  letter,  which  I  have  juft  re- 
ceived from  you,  has  put  me  into  great  confufion. 
I  beg  of  you  to  be  affured,  that  I  think  myfelf 
under  the  higheft  obligations  to  you,  and  that  I  fet 
a  true  value  on  the  friendfliip  with  which  you  have 
honoured  me,  and  fhall  endeavour  to  preferve  it 
as  long  as  I  live.  If  our  correfpondence  has  been 
interrupted,  it  hath  been  wholly  owing  to  the  ill 
treatment  I  received  from  the  poft-office  ;  for 
fome  time  I  did  not  receive  a  letter  that  had  not 
been  opened,  and  very  often  my  letters  were  de- 
livered to  me  with  the  feals  torn  oiF.  Whether 
thofe  poft-ofHcers  really  thought  me,  what  I  never 
thought  myfelf,  a  man  of  importance,  or  whether 
they  imagined  my  letters  were  a  cover  for  fome 
greater  name,  I  don't  know  i  but  for  my  part; 
■    '  I  grew 


I  grew  pecvifli,  to  find  my  friendfliips,  and  all 
my  little  chit-chat,  muft  conflinfly  be  expofed 
to  the  view  of  every  dirty  fellow,  that  had  leifure 
or  curibfuy  enough  to  examine  my  letters.  How- 
ever,  for  fome  little  time  part,  I  have  not  had 
the  fame  caufe  of  complaint.  Yo.ur  letter  was 
delivered  to  me  in  good  condition;  I  begin  to 
think  my  fuperiors  no  longer  fufpecSt  me  of  hold- 
ing any  unwarrantable  correrpojidence,  efpecialiy 
fmce  I  find  I  may  now  venture  to  write  to  the 
D  ean  even  by  the  Oxford  poft.  Notwithftand  ng 
what  you  fiiy,  i  am  in  fome  pain  about  Rochefau- 
canity  and  doubt  much  whether  he  will  be  fatisfied 
with  the  manner  in  v/hich  he  finds  it  publifned  5 
to  which  I  confented  in  deference  to  Mr.  Popes 
judgment,  and  the  opinion  of  others  of  the  Dean's 
friends  in  this  country,  who,  I  am  -fure,  love 
and  honour  him,  and  kindly  concern  themfelves 
in  every  thing  that  may  afFeft  him.  The  town 
has  received  this  piece  fo  well,  that  in  all  parts, 
and  in  all  companies,  I  hear  it  extremely  Goqn- 
mended  ;  and  not  only  the  Dean's  friends,  but 
his  greateft  enemies,  acknov/ledge  that  he  hath  not 
loft  any  part  of  his  fire,  and  of  that  inimitable 
turn  of  wit  and  humour  fo  peculiar  to  himfelf. 
For  my  part,  I  never  read  any  of  his  works,  ei- 
ther in  profe  or  verfe,  that  I  do  not  call  to  mind 
that  fliort  character  which  cardinal  PoUgnac  gave 
him  in  fpeaking  to  me,  //  a  r^fprit  crtateur^  which 
I  mentioned  to  you  in  a  former  letter,  if  I  re- 
member rightly.  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  tell  you, 
that  one  Gally^  or  GaiUie^  fince  this  puem  was 
printed,  offered  it  to  fule  to  a  bookfeller  at  7~l?/«/>/^'- 
har  and  I  am  now  told,  that  there  are  two  or 
three  copies  more  in  London,  Gaillle  pretends 
that  he  is  juft  come  from  Ireland^  and  that  he 
had  directions  to  publifh  the  poem  here ;  fo 
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tliat  perhaps  the  whole  may  at  laft  appear  wfietli^ 
he  will  or  not. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  my  friend  Mr,  Swift  \s 
well.  When  are  we  to  fee  him  again  in  Oxford? 
Since  you  appeal  to  him  for  a  voucher,  although 
you  need  none  with  me,  let  him  likcwiie  do  me 
the  juftice  to  tell  you,  that  he  never  heard  me 
mention  ybiir  name  but  with  the  greatefl:  efteem 
and  refpe(Sl ;  with  which  I  fhall  ever  be.  Madam, 
your  moft  obedient  and  moft  faithful  fcrvant, 

W.  K. 

t  ■  « 

I  fcnt  the.  Dean  a  pacquet  by  the  gentleman 
under  whofe  cover  I  fend  you  this. 

LETTER  CLXXV. 
Dr.  King  to  Mrs.  W  h  i  t  e  w  a  r. 

MADAM,  London,  March  6,  lysS-^* 

J  D  O  not  remember  any  thing  publifhed  in  my 
time  that  hath  been  fo  univerfally  well  received  as 
the  Dean's  lafl;  poem.  Two  editions  have  been 
already  fold  off",  though  two  thoufand  were  printed 
at  firft.  In  (hort,  all  people  read  it,  all  agree  to 
commend  it ;  and  1  have  been  well  affured,  the 
greatefl:  enemies  the  Dean  hath  in  this  country, 
allow  it  to  be  a  jufl:  and  a  beautiful  fatire.  As 
I  am  very  fmcerely  and  fenfibly  affe£led  by  every 
thing  that  may  raife  the  Dean's  character  as  a 
writer  (if  any  thing  can  raife  it  higher)  fo  you 
may  believe  I  have  had  the  greateft  pleafure  in 
obferving  the  fuccefs  and  general  approbation 
which  this  poem  hath  met  with  ;  wherefore  I  was 
not  a  little  mortified  yefterday  when  the  bookfeller 
brought  me  the  Dublin  edition,  and  at  the  fame  time 
put  into  my  hands  a  letter  he  had  received  from 
Faulkner^  by  which  1  perceive  the  Dean  is  much 
difTatisfied  with  our  manner  of  publication,  and 
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that  fo  many  lines  have  been  omitted,  if  Faulk^ 
Tier  fpeaks  truth,  and  knows  as  much  of  the 
Dean's  mind  as  he  pretends  to  know.  Faulkner 
hath  fent  over  feveral  other  copies  to  other  book- 
fellers  y  fo  that  I  take  it  for  granted  this  poem 
will  foon  be  reprinted  here  from  the  Dublin  edi- 
tion, and  then  it  may  be  perceived  how  much  the 
Dean's  friends  have  been  miftaken  in  their  judg- 
ment, however  good  their  intentions  have  been. 
In  the  mean  time  I  will  write  to  you  on  this  6c- 
cafion  without  any  referve  ;  for  1  know  you  love 
the  Dean,  and  kindly  and  zealoufly  intereft  your- 
felf  in  every  thing  that  concerns  his  charafter; 
and  if  you  will  believe  the  fame  of  me,  ydu  will 
do  me  great  juftice. 

The  Dodor's  friends,  whom  I  confulted  on  this 
occafion,  were  of  opinion,  that  the  latter  part  of 
the  poem  might  be  thought  by  the  public  a  little 
vain,  if  fo  much  were  faid  by  himfelf  of  himfelf. 
They  were  unwilling  that  any  imputation  of  this 
kind  fliould  lie  againft  this  poem,  confidering 
there  is  not  the  leait  tinfture  of  vanity  appearing 
in  any  of  his  former  writings,  and  that  it  is  well 
knov/n,  there  is  no  man  living  more  free  from 
that  fault  than  he  is. 

They  were  of  opinion  that  thefe  lines. 

He  laftid  the  vice^  hut  fpar'*d  the  name. 

No  individual  could  rejent 

Where  thoujands  equally  were  meant   ■  * 

might  be  liable  to  fome  objeflions,  and  were  not^ 
ftridtly  fpeaking,  a  juft  part  of  his  character;  be- 
caufe  feveral  perfons  have  been  laflied  by  name,  a 
Bettefworthy  and  in  this  poem  Chartres  and  Whit- 
Jhed-y  and  for  my  part,  I  do  not  think,  or  ever 
fiiall  think>  that  it  is  an  imputation  on  a  fatirift 
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to  lafli  an  infamous  fellow  by  name.  The  line$ 
which  begin, 

Here^s  WolftonV  traSfs  the  twelfth  edition^  &c. 

are  plainly  a  miftake,  and  were  omitted  for  that 
reafon  only  :  for  Woljlon  never  had  a  penfion  ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  was  profecuted  for  his  blafphe- 
mous  writings ;  his  book  was  burnt  by  the  h^nds 
of  the  common  hangman  ;  he  himfelf  was  im- 
prifoned,  and  died  in  prifon.  IVoolaJion^  the  au- 
thor of  a  book  called,  The  Religion  of  Nature  de^ 
Itneated^  was  indeed  much  admired  at  Courts  his 
book  univerfally  read,  his  bufto  fet  up  by  the  late 
queen  in  her  grotto  at  Richmond  with  darkens  and 
Locked  ;  but  this  Woolajlon  was  not  a  clergyman. 
The  two  laft  lines, 

That  kingdom  he  hath  left  his  debtor^ 
I  wljh  it  foon  may  have  a  better-       ■  - 

I  omitted,  becaufe  I  did  not  well  underftand 

them  ;   a  better  what  ?  There  feems  to  be 

what  the  grammarians  call  an  antecedent  wanting 
for  that  word  ;  for  neither  kingdom  or  debtor  will 
do,  fo  as  to  make  it  fenfe,  and  there  is  no  other 
antecedent.  The  Dean  is,  I  think,  without  ex- 
ception, the  beft  and  moft  correct  writer  of  Eng- 
lijh  that  hath  ever  yet  appeared  as  an  author ;  I 
was  therefore  unwilling  any  thing  fliould  be  ca-? 
viled  at  as  ungrammatical  :  he  is  befides  the  moft 
patient  of  criticifm  of  all  I  ever  knew;  which 

perhaps  is  not  the  leaft/ign  of  a  great  genius  

I  have  therefgre  ventured  to  make  thefe  obje6lIons 
to  you  3  in  which  however,  for  the  moft  part,  I 
fubmitted  my  own  opinion  to  the  judgment  of 
others.    I  had  fomething  to  add  concerning  th$ 

%  notes. 
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notes,  but  I  have  not  room  in  this  paper — but  I 
will  give  you  the  trouble  of  reading  another  let- 
ter. Believe  me.  Madam,  your  molt  obedient 
and  moft  humble  fervant,  W.  K. 

LETTER  CLXXVI. 
William  Richardson,  Efq;  to  Mrs.  , 

W  H  I  T  E  w  A  Y. 
DEAR   MADAM,  London,  June  3d,  1739.  , 

Jam   indeed  much  afhamed  that  I  have  fo  • 
many  favours  from  you  to  acknowledge  at  one 
time.    You  may  believe  me  when  lafTureyou  that 
my  filence  hath  not  proceeded  from  want  of  re- 
fpeft  and  efteem  for  you.    I  would  not  put  on 
the  afFeitation  of  much  bufmefs  as  an  excufe  to 
any  body,  much  lefs  to  you  ;  although  the  truth 
is,  that  I  am  hurried  almoft  out  of  my  life  with 
the  attendance  and  writing  about  things  I  have  1 
undertaken  for  fome  friends.  1 

The  Dean's  recommendation  and  yours,  with- 
out  any  other  confideration  whatever,  would  in- 
duce me  to  do  my  utmoft  to  ferye  Mr.  M^Aulay^ 
as  1  have  told  him  by  this  poft,  when  I  thought 
I  (hould  not  trouble  you  with  a  few  lines.    He  j 
will  acquaint  you  with  what  1  have  done,  by 
which  you  will  fee  that  I  loft  no  time  ;  and  I  | 
have  hopes  to  obtain  the  lord  lieutenant's  coun-  | 
tenance  for  him.  ' 
,    I  will  endeavour  to  introduce  Mr.  Swift  *  to  \ 
the  acquaintance  of  fome  perfons  before  I  leave  | 
this  ;  whofe  countenance  and  friendfhip  will  at  1 
leaft  give  a  young  gentleman  a  good  air  hi»  ' 

*  William  Swft,  Efq;  then  a  Undent  at  the  Middle 
Temple^ 

own 
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own  merit  entitles  him  to  the  efteem  and  regard 
of  fuch  as  fliall  have  the  happinefs  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  him  :  I  am  much  obliged  to  you 
for  introducing  me  to  him.  I  have  only  time  to 
add  my  moft  hearty  thanks  for  the  fame,  and  to 
affure  you  that  any  opportunity  of  exprefling  the 
efteem  I  have  for  the  Dean,  which  is  the  higheft, 
and  for  you,  will  ever  give  me  the  greateft  plea- 
fure.  I  am,  Madam,  your  moft  obliged  and 
moft  truly  faithful  fervant, 

WILLIAM  RICHARDSON^ 
LETTER  CLXXVIL 
William  Richardson,  Efq;  to  Dr*  Swift* 

DEAR  SIR,  London^  April  loth,  1739. 

J  T  is  an  age  fince  I  had  the  honour  of  a  line 
from  you.     Your  friend  Mr.  alderman  Barber^ 
whofe  veneration  for  you  prompts  him  to  do  any- 
thing he  can  think  of  that  can  fliew  his  refpeft 
and  affe£lion^  made  a  prefent  to  the  univerfity  of 
Oxford  of  the  original  pidlure  done  for  you  by 
yarvisy  to  do  honour  to  the  univerfity  by  your 
being  placed  In  the  gallery  among  the  moft  re- 
nowned and  diftinguiftied  perfonages  this  ifiand 
hath  produced  ;  but  firft  had  a  copy  taken,  and 
then  had  the  original  fet  in  a  fine  rich  frame,  and 
ifent  it  to  Oxford^  after  concerting  v/ith  lord  Bo^ 
\linghroke^  the  vice  chancellor,  and  Mr.  Pope^  as  I 
Iremember,  the  infcription  to  be  under  the  pi£lure, 
a  copy  vi^hereof  is  inclofed.    The  alderman  had 
a  very  handfome  compliment  from  the  vice  chan- 
cellor, in  the  name  of  all  the  heads  of  houfes 
there,  and  by  their  dire6llon,  v^'herein  there  is 
Vol.  VL  N  moft 
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litoft  honourable  mention  of  the  Dean  of  Si,  Pa- 
ir id's  on  that  occafion. 

Seeing  an  article  in  the  London  Evening-Pojt 
upon  your  pi£lure,  which  was  drawn  at  the  re- 
queft  and  expence  of  the  chapter  of  your  cathe- 
dral, being  put  up  in  the  deanry  ;  alderman  Bar^ 
her  took*  the  hint,  and  caufed  what  you  fee  in  the 
London  Evening-Pojl  of  this  day  to  be  printed 
therein.  He  knows  nothing  of  my  writing  to  you 
at  thi^  time ;  but  I  thought  it  right  that  you 
fliould  be  acquainted  how  intent  he  is,  all  man- 
ner of  ways,  to  fliew  the  efFefls  of  the  higheft 
friendftiip,  kindled  to  a  flame  by  the  warmeft 
fenfe  of  gratitude,  and  the  moft  exalted  efl:eem 
and  veneration^ 

Mrs.  Whiteway^  and  Mr.  M'Aiday^  can  inform 
you  how  abfolute  your  commands  are  with  me. 
Since  you  recommend  him,  he  is  fure  of  the  ut- 
moft  I  can  do  for  him. 

Sir,  if  I  have  not  a  few  words  from  you,  I 
{hall  conclude  that  you  think  me  troublefome, 
and  are  refolved  to  get  rid  of  my  impertinence. 
It  will  be  two  or  three  months  before  I  can  gefc 
from  hence,  although  I  am  impatient  to  be  at 
home  :  but  wherever  I  am,  or  however  engaged, 
I  am  always,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  obliged  and  moft 
truly  faithful  fervant, 

WILLIAM  RICHARDSON. 

My  beft  refpecls  wait  upon  Mrs.  Whiteway^ 
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LETTER  CLXXVIIL 
William  Richardson,  Efq;  to  Dr  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  London,  April  17,  1739. 

J  W  ROTE  this  morning  to  Mrs.  Whiteway 
a  few  lines  in  much  hurry,  and  I  write  this  to 
vou  in  Guildhall^  by  alderman  Barber'' s  diredlion, 
Bcfide  a  letter  from  you  to  the  Society,  whofe  ad- 
drcfs  is  in  Mrs.  Whlte'i!jay\  letter,  he  thijiks  a 
memorial  or  petition  from  Mr.  Diiiikin  to  the 
Society  will  be  of  ufe  ;  and  if  you  v/rite  to  Mr* 
Pope^  the  alderman  thinks  he  will  get  one  vote, 
which  he  can  fix  no  way  of  obtaining  but  through 
Pcpe.  I  am  ever,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  obliged 
and  moft  affectionate  humble  fervant, 

WILLIAM  RICHARDSON. 

I  fliould  think  it  virould  be  right  in  Mr.  Dunk'in 
to  come  over  the  moment  he  hears  of  Squires^s 
death.  I  wrote  by  this  poft  to  a  nephew,  to 
let  you  know  the  moment  he  dies,  if  the  life 
fhould  be  in  him  when  my  letter  goes  to 
him. 

LETTER  CLXXIX. 
Dr.  D  u  N  K  I  N  to  Mrs.  Whiteway. 

M  A  D  A  H,  Apr,  25,  I739» 

^  S  it  was  through  your  countenance  1  had  the 
honour  of  being  firft  introduced  to  the  moft  worthy 
Dean  or  St,  Patrick^  I  muft  have  thought  myfelf 
under  the  higheft  obligation  to  you  ;  but  the  con- 
tinuance of  your  friendfhip,  through  fo  many  re- 
peated afts  of  generofity,  and  the  courfe  of  his 
gracious  endeavours  to  raife  my  reputation  and 

N  2  fortune. 
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fortune,  are  fuch  things  as  I  mufl:  ever  remem- 
ber and  exprefs  with  a  very  deep  fenfe  of  grati- 
tude. 

The  fatigue  of  writing  fo  many  letters  lately 
in  my  favour,  was  indeed  what  I  could  not  in 
reafon  expe£l  even  from  his  humanity,  were  I 
worthy  of  them  ;  and  I  can  only  fay,  the  Dean 
of  St.  Patrick  is  unwearied  in  doing  good,  and 
that  He  who  could  rife  to  preferve  a  nation,  will 
defcend  to  relieve  an  individual. 

The  fenfe  of  my  own  demerit,  and  the  juft  awe 
in  which  I  ftand  before  fo  great  and  good  a  man, 
will  not  allow  me  either  that  freedom  of  fpeech 
or  writing,  which  is  requifite  to  let  him  under- 
ftaftd  with  what  love,  veneration,  and  refpeil  of 
his  perfon,  I  refleft  upon  the  many  inftances  of 
his  tender  concern  and  uncommon  zeal  for  my 
Welfare.  This  is  a  duty  I  moft  earneftly  wifli, 
but  am  altogether  unable  to  perform,  and  fucfa  as 
I  intreat  you,  dear  Madam,  to  undertake  for  me  ; 
your  compliance  in  which  will  be  yet  another, 
among  the  many  and  weighty  obligations  laid 
upon  your  moft  dutiful,  obedient,  devoted  fer- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  DUNKIN. 

LETTER  CLXXX. 
Mr.  Secretary  L  ^  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  London,  May  i6,  1739^ 

J  C  A  N  N  O  T  let  Mr.  Swift  return  to  Ireland 
without  my  acknowledgements  to  you  for  the  fa- 
vour you  have  done  Mr.  Lamb.  I  know  that  I 
ought  to  afcribe  it  wholly  to  Mr.  Pope^  recom- 
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mendation,  as  I  have  not  the  happinefs  to  be 
known  to  you  myfelf ;  but  give  me  leave  to  take 
this  cccafion  of  afTuring  you  how  much  I  wifli 
to  be  in  the  nuniber  of  your  friends.  I  think  I 
can  be  fo  even  at  this  diftance,  and  though  we 
fliould  nevpr  come  to  a  nearer  acquaintance ;  for 
the  reputation  of  fome  men  is  amiable,  and  one 
can  love  their  charaders,  without  knowing  their 
perfons. 

If  it  could  ever  be  in  my  power  to  do  you  any 
fervice  in  this  country,  the  employing  me  in  it 
would  be  a  new  favour  to.  Sir,  your  obliged 
humble  fervafit, 

G.  L  ■  ■» 

LETTER  CLXXXL 
Dr.  Scott  to  Dr.  Swift. 

R  E  V,  S  I  R,  London,  Sept,  7,  1739. 

^  LTHOUGH  I  do  not  imagine  that  you 
have  any  remembrance  of  a  perfon  fo  little  known 
to  you  as  I  am,  yet  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
draw  a  kind  of  bill  of  friendfhip  upon  you,  which 
I  am  inclined  to  believe  you  will  anfwer,  becaufe 
it  is  in  favour  of  that  kingdom,  to  which  you 
have  always  flood  a  fmcere  and  firm  friend.  We 
have  had  here,  for  fome  years  paft,  a  number  of 
anatomical  figures,  prepared  in  wax,  which  per- 
fe£lly  exhibit  all  the  parts  of  an  human  body. 
They  are  the  work  of  a  French  furgeon,  who 
fpent  above  forty  years  in  preparing  them,  and 
who,  to  bring  them  to  perfection,  was  at  the 
trouble  and  expence  of  differing  fome  hundreds 
of  bodies.  The  prefent  proprietor  of  thern  is  my 
friend,  and  it  was  by  my  perfuafion  that  he  was 
prevailed  on  to  fend  them  into  Ireland  for  the  in- 

N  3  ftrudion 
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ftrucStion  of  the  curious.  I  prefume  you  have 
feen  them  in  London^  and  therefore  I  am  inclined 
to  think  you  will  be  of  opinion,  that  a  perfon 
may  gain  more  perfect  knowledge  in  anatomy^,  by 
viewing  thefe  preparations  only  a  few  times,  than 
he  would  by  attending  many  diffeftions.  Your 
encouraging  fuch  of  your  acquaintance  as  are  cu- 
rious to  fee  thefe  figures,  would  greatly  excite 
the  curiofity  of  others.  This  is  the  favour  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  to  defire  of  you,  and  which  I 
believe  you  will  be  the  more  readily  inclined  to 
grant,  when  I  have  aiTured  you,  that  the  perfon 
who  has  the  care  of  the  figures,  has  it  in  his  in- 
ftru£lions  to  return  the  money  that  may  be  got 
by  expofing  them  to  view,  mlrijlj  linen;  fo  that 
the  kingdom  will  be  no  v/ay  impovcriflied  by  the 
fmall  expence  which  gentlemen  may  be  at  in  pro- 
curing ufeful  inftruftion,  or  gratifying  their  curi- 
ofity. If  the  requeft  I  have  made  be  fuch  as  you 
can't  favour,  my  next  is,  that  you  will  grant  me 
your  pardon  for  having  made  it. 

I  intend,  God  willing,  to  go  into  Ireland  next 
fpring,  after  the  publication  of  a  work  which  I 
have  been  engaged  in  for  feme  years  paft,  for  the 
filencing  "of  all  infidels,  heretics,  fchifmatics  of 
all  kinds,  and  enthufiafis.  I  thought  it  neceflTary, 
becaufe  in  the  way  that  the  controverfy  has  been 
hitherto  managed  againtl:  fuch  people,  the  truth 
has  been  rather  puzzled  and  perplexed  than  cleared, 
chriftianity  has  been  betrayed,  and  all  true  reli- 
gion loft  in  the  vi/orld.  I  have  advanced  no  one 
new  opinion  of  my  own  ;  what  I  have  fet  forth 
is  what  was  clearly  fet  forth  in  the  fcriptures  from 
the  beginning.  I  mean  in  the  original  fcriptures 
of  the  Old  Teftament,  fo  interpreted  as  to  make 
the.m  every  where  confident  with  themfelves  3  and 
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to  (hew  that  the  interpretations  I  have  given  are 
not  only  the  true  interpretations,  but  tiiat  the 
fcriptures  fo  interpreted  are  the  revealed  word  of 
God,    I  have  demonftrated  the  truth  of  them  hj 
natural  evidence,  or  by  the  works  of  God,  and 
that  the  works  bear  evidence  to  nothing  but  the 
truth ;  that  thefe  revealed  truths  fo  demonftrated 
are  unqueftionable  and  undeniable  ;  and  that  they 
.are  the  only  powerful  motives  by  which  men  are 
not  only  moved  but  enlightened  and  enabled  to 
mortitv  ail  tticir  lufts,  which  blind  and  deceive 
them  here,  and  will  be  their  everlafting  tormen- 
tors hereafter,  but  to  work  the  works  of  charity, 
and  of  that  perfedt  righteoufnefs  which  is  of 
faith  :  fo  that  the  whole  of  all  true  religion,  which 
has  been  one  and  the  fame  in  all  ages,  will  ap- 
pear to  confift  in  the  mortifications  of  our  bodily 
and  fpiritual  lufts,  which  withhold  men  from  the 
works  of  righteoufnefs ;  and  in  the  belief  of  thofe 
demonftrative  truths,  by  which  alone  we  are  e^>- 
lightened,  enabled,  and  moved  to  fubdue  then; ; 
and  in  obferving  thofe  natural  memorials,  which 
God  hath  fet  before  us,  and  in  partaking  of  thofe 
reverential  ordinances  which  he  hath  inftituted  to 
put  us  in  mind  of  what  we  ought  to  do,  in  order 
to  eternal  life  and  the  motives  for  fo  doing.    I  afk 
pardon  for  this  digreffion  ;  and  if  you  have  any 
commands  that  1  am  capable  of  executing  here, 
if  you  will  let  me  have  the  honour  of  receiving 
fthem,  1  fhall  take  great  plealiire  in  obeying  you  ; 
for  I  am,  with  the  greateft  refpe£t  and  truth,  Sir, 
j;Pur  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  SCOTT. 

K.4 


/ 
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LETTER  ^CLXXXII. 
B^everend  Mr.  Throp  to  Dr.  Swift. 

T REV,  SIR,  Dec.  loth,  1739. 

H  E  many  profeffions  of  kindnefs  you  have 
jnade,  and  friendfhip  you  have  (hewn,  to  my 
mother  and  her  family,  particularly  in  declaring 
your  abhorrence  and  deteftation  of  the  cruel  and 

inhuman  behaviour  of  that  monfter  •  to  my 

unfortunate  and  innocent  brother,  induced  my 
rnother  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  of  the  narratives 
of  that  cafe,  to  diiperfe  am.ong  fuch  members  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  as  were  of  your  acquain- 
tance. The  reafon  of  our  troubling  you  to  do 
this,  is  becaufe  we  intend  prefenting  a  petition 
to  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  com.mons  this 
feflion,  to  oblige  —  to  wave  his  privilege,  every 
other  attempt  we  have  tried  fince  my  brother's 
death  proving  fruitlefs. 

Your  appearing.  Sir,  in  this  affair,  will  not 

only  make  the  more  ready  to  do  juftice, 

but  prevent  others  frorn  fupporting  him  in  his  vil- 
lainies, which  will  be  of  infinite  fervice  to  my 
mother  and  her  family. 

The  bearer  carries  you  a  dozen  of  cafes ;  and 
if  you  ihould  have  occafion  for  any  miOre,  they 
lhall  be  fent  you  by.  Reverend  Sir,  your  moft 
obliged  and  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

ROBERT  THROP. 

I  have  written  the  names  of  the  feveral  perfons 
mentioned  in  the  narrative  at  length  \\pox\ 
the  back  of  the  title  page. 
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LETTER  CLXXXIH. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Whiteway. 

MADAM,  '      Dec.  31,  1739. 

J  T  is  impoflible  to  have  health  in  fuch  defperate 
weather ;  but  you  are  worfe  ufcd  than  others. 
Every  creature  of  either  fex  are  uneafy ;  for  our 
kingdom  is  turned  to  be  a  Mv.fcovy^  or  worfe. 
Even  1  cannot  do  any  good  by  walking  :  Is  not 
warmth  good  againft  rheumatic  pains  ?  I  hope 
Dean  Swift*  will  be  able  to  alTift  you  both.  I 
wifli  for  a  happy  turn  in  the  weather.  I  am 
doubly  defolatc,  and  wifii  I  could  flecp  until  the 
fun  would  comfort  us.  Would  neither  your  fon 
or  daughter  fave  you  the  pains  of  writing  on  your 
back  ?  You  are  much  more  friendly  to  me  than 
a  thoufand  of  them.    Adieu.    I  am  ever  yours. 

J.  SWIFT. 

LETTER  CLXXXIV. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Whiteway, 

DEAR  MADAM, 

Jam  truly  and  heartily  glad  that  you  are  a 
little  mended,  and  can  lie  on  your  belly,  or  fide, 
not  altogether  on  your  back.  You  are  much  in 
the  r\g\^t  not  to  ftir,  and  fo  was  Crooker  not  to 
fufFer  you.  I  am  not  yet  worfe  for  the  cold  wea- 
ther, but  am  angry  at  it.  I  am  heartily  forry  for 
yourfelf  and  daughter;  but  Mr.  Swift  dares  not 
be  fick,  for  his  chief  bufmefs  is  to  look  after  you 
and  your  daughter.  I  walk  only  in  my  bed- 
chamber and  clofet,  which  hath  alfo  a  fire.  I  aoi 
ever  yours.  J.  SWIFT. 

New-year's  day,  1739^40. 

J  wifh  you  may  have  many  and  all  healthy  ones.. 
*  Tlien  married  to  Mrs,  Harrifon, 
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LETTER  CLXXXV^. 
Dr.  Sw  I  F  T  to  Mrs.  Whiteway. 

DEAR  MAD^.M,  Jan.  i8,  1739-40, 

J  HAVE  been  many  days  heartily  concerned 
for  your  ill  health ;  it  is  now  twenty-five  days 
iince  we  have  found  nothing  but  froft  and  mifery, 
and  they  may  continue  for  as  many  more.  This 
day  is  yet  the  coldeft  of  them  all.  Dr.  Wilfon  aixd 
I  are  both  very  uneafy  to  find  no  better  meflage 
from  you.  I  received,  as  I  was  going  to  dinner, 
the  inclofed  letter  from  your  beloved  of  , 
which  J  fhall  make  you  happy  with.  It  will  ftiew 
you  the  goodnefs,  the  wifdom,  the  gratitude,  the 
truth,  the  civility  of  that  excellent  divine,  adorned 
with  an  orthography  (fpelling)  fit  for  himfelf.  Pray 
read  it  a  hundred  times,  but  return  it  after  you 
bave  read  it  an  hundred  times.  My  love  and  fer- 
vice  to  your  fon  and  daughter  ;  let  them  both  read 
the  inclofed. 

J  would  not  lofe  your  lover's  letter  for  100/. 
It  muft  be  fent  back  by  the  bearer.  Let  me  know 
theexadt  number  of  lyes  that  are  in  it;  but  I  feaf 
that  will  take  up  your  time  too  much,  I  am  ever 
yours, 

J.  SWIFT. 

LETTER  CLXXXVL 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Whiteway, 

^   Feb.  3,  i739'4o. 

T  HE  bad  account  I  had  of  your  health  for 
many  days,  or  rather  weeks,  hath  made  me  con- 
'  tinually  uneafy  tQ  the  laft  degree  ^  and  Mr.  Swift^ 
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who  was  with  me  fo  long  yeflerday,  could  not  in 
confcience  give  me  any  comfort  :  but  your  kind 
letter  hath  raifed  my  fpiiits  in  fome  meafure.  I 
hope  we  havealmoft  done  with  this  curfed  weather, 
yet  ftil]  my  garden  is  all  in  white.  I  read  your 
/  letter  to  Di ,  IVilfon^  v/ho  is  fcmewhat  better,  and 
he  refolves  to  apply  your  medicine,  I  mean  your 
improvements  of  vv^hat  you  prefci  ibe  to  add  to  his 
furgeon's  method.  I  am  ever,  dear  Madam, 
entirely  yours, 

J.  SWIFT. 

LETTER  CLXXXVIL 
R — T  N — ,  Efq;  *  to  Mrs.  Vv^  H  I  T  E  v/  a  y. 

MADATvI,  Bath,  April  1740. 

X  H  A  D  not  until  very  lately  an  opportunity  of 
letting  Mr.  Pope  know  his  obligations  to  you  ;  of 
which  he  is  very  fenfible,  and  has  defired  me  to 
beg  that  you  will  remit  to  me,  by  a  fafe  hand, 
whatever  letters  of  his  are  now  in  your  pofi'effion. 
I  (hall  be  in  town  next  week ;  fo  that  you  may 
be  pleafed  to  direft  to  me,  by  the  firft  convenient 
opportunity,  at  m.y  houfe  in  Dover-Jlreet^  London, 
I  am.  Madam,  with  great  efteem,  your  moft 
humble  and  obedient  fervant,  R.  N. 

My  complim.ents  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swift.  I 
fhall  fay  nothing  of  the  pi£lure  f,  becaufc 
I  am  fure  you  remember  it.  1  muft  beg  that 
you  will  let  Mr.  Bmdon  %  know  I  would  have 

the 

*  Now  Lord  C  .  f  Of  Dr.  S-jjiff. 

X  The  greateft  painter  of  his  time  in  thefe  king- 
It  doins.    On  account  of  his  age,  and  fome  little  failure 

ill 
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the  pl£lure  no  more  than  a  head  upon  a  three- 
quarter  cloth,  to  match  one  which  I  now 
have  of  Mr.  Pope. 

LETTER  CLXXXVIIL 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  W  h  i  t  e  w  a  v. 

DEAR  MADAM,  April  29,  174©. 

I  F I N  D  that  you  and  I  are  fcllow-fufrerers  al- 
moft  equally  in  our  healths,  although  I  am  more 
than  twenty  years  older.  But  I  am  and  have 
been  thefe  two  days  in  fo  miferable  a  way,  and  fo 
cruelly  tortured,  that  can  hardly  be  conceived. 
The  whole  laft  night  I  was  equally  flruck  as  if  I 
had  been  in  Phalaris^s  brazen  bull,  and  roared  as 
/  loud  for  eight  or  nine  hours.    I  am  at  this  in- 

flant  unable  to  move  without  exctffive  paifi,  al- 
though not  the  thoufandth  part  of  what  1  fuftered 
all  latt  night  and  this  morning.  This  you  will 
now  ftyle  the  gout.  I  continue  ftill  very  deaf. 
Doctor  WilfoYis  left  eye  is  ftill  difordered,  and 
very  uneafy.  You  have  now  your  family  at  home: 
I  defire  to  prefent  tht^m  with  my  kind  and  hearty 
fervice. 

1  am  ever  intirely  yours,  £sfc. 

J.  SWIFT. 

Jn  his  fight,  he  threw  afide  his  pencil  about  fixteen  or 
eighteen  years  ago  ;  and  afterwards  lived  to  a  good 
old  age,  greatly  beloved  and  refpedled  by  all  who  had 
the  happinefs  either  of  his  friendfhip  or  acquaintance. 
He  died  within  thefe  three  years. 
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LETTER  CLXXXIX. 
Mrs.  Whiteway  to  Alexander  Pope,  Efqj 

SIR,  May  16,  1740. 

§  H  O  U  L  D  I  make  an  apology  for  writing  to 
you,  I  might  be  a(ked  why  I  did  fo  ?  If  I  have 
erred,  my  defign  at  leaft  is  good,  both  to  you  and 
the  Dean  of  St,  Patrick ;  for  I  write  in  relation 
to  my  friend,  and  I  write  to  his  friend,  which  I 
hope  wiil  plead  my  excufe.    As  I  faw  a  letter  of 
yours  to  him,  wherein  I  had  the  honour  to  be 
named,  I  take  the  liberty  to  tell  you  (with  grief 
of  heart)  his  memory  is  fo  much  impaired,  that  in 
a  few  hours  he  forgot  it ;  nor  is  his  judgment 
found  enough,  had  he  many  trails  by  him,  to 
finifti  or  correct  them,  as  you  have  defired.  His 
health  is  as  good  as  can  be  expedled,  free  from 
all  the  tortures  of  old  age  ;  and  his  deafnefs, 
lately  returned,  is  all  the  bodily  uneafmefs  he 
hath  to  complain  of.    A  few  years  ago  he  burnt 
molt  of  his  writings  unprinted,  except  afewloofe 
papers,  which  are  in  my  pofleflion,  and  which  I 
promife  you  (if  I  out-live  him)  (hall  never  be 
made  publick  without  your  approbation.  There 
is  one  treatife  in  his  own  keeping,  called  Advice 
to  Servants^  very  unfinilhed  and  incorrect,  yet 
what  is  done  of  it,  hath  fo  much  humour,  that 
it  may  appear  as  a  pofthumous  work.    The  Hif- 
tory  of  the  four  laft  years  of  queen  Jnris  reign 
I  fuppofe  you  have  feen  with  Dr.  King^  to  whom 
he  fcnt  it  fome  time  ago,  and,  if  1  am  rightly 
informed,  is  the  only  piece  of  his  (except  (Gulli- 
ver) which  he  ever  propofed  making  money  by, 
and  was  given  to  Dr.  King  with  that  defign,  if  ic 
might  be  printed  :  I  mention  this  to  you,  left 

the 
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the  Doflor  fliould  die,  and  his  heirs  imagme 
they  have  a  right  to  difpofe  of  it.  I  intreat,  Sir, 
you  will  not  take  notice  to  any  perfori  of  the 
hints  I  have  given  you  in  this  letter  ;  they  are 
only  defigned  for  yourfelf :  to  the  Dean's  friends 
in  England  they  can  only  give  trouble,  and  to  his 
enemies  and  ftarvling  wits  caufe  of  triumph.  I 
inclofe  this  to  alderman  Barber^  who  I  am  fure 
will  deliver  it  fafe,  yet  knows  nothing  more  than 
its  being  a  paper  that  belongs  to  you. 

The  ceremony  of  anfwering  women's  letters,-, 
may  perhaps  make  you  think  it  necelTary  to  an- 
fwer  mine ;  but  I  do  not  expe6l  it,  becaufe  your 
time  either  is  or  ought  to  be  better  employed,  un- 
lefs  it  be  in  my  power  to  ferve  you  in  buying  IrlJJ) 
linen,  or  any  other  command  you  are  pleafed  to 
lay  on  me,  which  I  fhall  execute,  to  the  beft  of 
my  capacity,  with  the  greateft  readinefs,  inte- 
grity, and  fecrecy ;  for  whether  it  be  my  years, 
or  a  lefs  degree  of  vanity  in  my  compofition  than 
in  fome  of  my  fex,  I  can  receive  fuch  an  honour 
from  you  without  mentioning  it^  I  fhould,  fome 
time  paft,  have  writ  to  you  on  this  fubjeft,  had  I 
not  fancied  that  it  glanced  at  the  ambition  of  be- 
ing thought  a  perfon  of  confequence,  by  interfer- 
ing betv/een  you  and  the  Dean  ;  a  charader  of  all 
others  which  I  diflike. 

I  have  feveral  of  your  letters  to  the  Dean, 
which  I  will  fend  by  the  firft  fafe  hand  that  I  can 
get  to  deliver  them  to  yourfelf ;  I  believe  it  may 
be  Mr.  M'Aulay^  the  gentleman  the  Dean  recom- 
mended through  your  friendfhip  to  the  prince  of 
JVales. 

I  believe  this  may  be  the  only  letter  which  you 
ever  received  without  aflcing  a  favour,  a  com- 
pliment, extolling  your  genius,  running  in  rap- 
tures On  your  poetry,  or  admiring  your  diftin- 

guilhablc 
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guifhable  virtue.  I  am.  Sir,  with  very  high  ^c- 
fpeft,  your  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fcr- 
vant, 

MARTHA  WHITEWAY. 

Mr.  Swift ^  who  waited  on  you  lafl:  Summer^  is 
fmce  that  married  to  my  daughter  :  he  de^ 
fires  me  to  prefent  you  his  moft  obedient  re- 
fpefls  and  humble  thanks  for  the  particular 
honour  conferred  upon  him  in  permitting 
him  to  fpend  a  day  with  you  at  Twickenham  ; 
a  favour  he  will  always  remember  with  gra- 
titude. 

LETTER  CXC. 
Mr.  Pope  to  Mrs.  W  h  i  t  £  w  a  y. 

MADAM,  Twickenham,  June  i8,  1740, 

Jam  extremely  fenfible  of  the  favour  of  your 
letter,  and  very  well  fee  the  kindncfs  as  well  2s 
honour  which  moved  you  to  it.  I  have  nt>  nxrit 
for  the  one,  but  being  (like  yourfeif)  a  fincere 
friend  to  the  Dean,  though  much  a  lefs  ufeful 
one ;  for  all  my  friendftiip  can  only  operate  m 
wiftics,  yours  in  good  works.  He  has  had  die 
happinefs  to  meet  with  fuch  in  all  the  ftagesof  his 
life  y  and  I  hope  in  God  and  in  you,  that  he  will 
not  want  one  in  the  laft.  Never  imagine.  Ma- 
dam, that  I  can  do  other  wife  than  efteem  that 
fex,  which  has  furniflied  him  with  thebeft  friends. 
The  favour  you  offer  me,  I  accept  with  the 
utmoft  thankfulnefs ;  and  I  think  no  perfon  more 
fit  to  convey  it  to  my  hands  than  Mr.  M'Aulay^ 
of  whom  I  know  you  have  fo  good  an  opinion. 
Indeed  any  one  whom  you  think  worthy  your 
5  trull 
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truft,  I  fliall  think  deferves  mine,  in  a  point  I  am 
ever  fo  tender  of. 

I  wifli  the  very  fmall  opportunity  I  had  of  fliew- 
ing  Mr.  Swift^  your  fon,  my  regards  for  him,  had 
been  greater  ;  and  I  wifh  it  now  more,  lince  he 
is  become  fo  near  to  you,  for  vv^hom  my  refpedt 
runs  hand  in  hand  vi^ith  my  afFe£lion  for  the  Dean  ; 
and  I  cannot  wifli  w^ell  for  the  one  without  doing 
fo  for  the  other. 

1  turn  my  mind  all  I  can  from  the  melancholy 
fubjed  of  your  letter.  May  God  Almighty  al- 
leviate your  concern,  and  his  complaints,  as  much 
as  poflible  in  this  ftate  of  infirmities,  while  he 
lives  ;  and  may  your  tendernefs,  Madam,  prevent 
any  thing  after  his  death  which  may  any  way  de- 
preciate his  memory.  I  dare  fay  nothing  of  ill 
confequence  can  happen  from  the  commiffion  given 
Dn  King. 

You  fee,  Madam,  I  write  to  you  with  abfolute 
freedom,  as  becomes  me  to  the  friend  of  my  friend, 
and  to  a  woman  of  fenfe  and  fpirit.  I  will  fay 
no  more,  that  you  may  find  I  treat  you  with  the 
fame  delicacy  that  you  do  me  (and  for  which  I 
thanlc  you)  without  the  leaft  compliment :  and  it 
is  none  when  I  add,  that  I  am,  with  efteem. 
Madam,  your  moft  obliged  and  moft  obedient 
fervant,  A.  POPE. 

LETTER  CXCL 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Whiteway. 

J  H  A  V  E  been  very  miferable  all  night,  and 
to-day  extremely  deaf  and  full  of  pain.  I  am 
fo  ftupid  and  confounded,  that  I  cannot  exprefs 
the  mortification  I  am  under  both  in  body  and 
mind.  AH  1  can  fay  is,  That  I  am  not  in  tor- 
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turc  ;  but  I  daily  and  hourly  expefl  it.  Pray  let 
me  know  how  your  health  is  and  your  family. 
I  hardly  underftand  one  word  I  write,  I  am  fure 
my  days  will  be  very  few  ;  few  and  miferable  they 
muft  be. 

I  am,  for  thofe  few  days,  yours  intirely, 

J.  S  W  I  F  T. 

If  I      not  blunder,  it  Is  Saturday, 
July  z6,  1740. 

If  I  live  till  Monday^  I  ffiall  hope  to  fee  you, 
perhaps  for  the  laft  time. 

LETTER  CXCII. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  W  h  i  t  E  w  a  y. 

DEAR   MADAM,  January  13,  1740-41. 

OUR  fon  *5  who  was  with  me  yefterday, 
and  ftaid  the  v/hoie  afternoon  till  near  ten  o'clock, 
gave  me  a  very  melancholy  account  of  your  ill 
health,  extremely  to  my  grief.  I  fend  a  fervanc 
with  this  letter,  and  you  will  pleafe  to  employ  Mr. 
Swift  to  anfwer  it,  becaufe  I  am  in  very  great 
pain  about  you  ;  for  the  weather  is  fo  extremely 
ftiarp,  that  it  muft  needs  add  to  your  diforders. 
Pray  let  your  fon  or  daughter  write  a  few  lines  to 
give  me  fome  fort  of  comfort.  My  cold  is  now 
attended  with  a  cough  this  bitter  cold  weather ; 
but  I  am  impatient  until  your  fon  or  daughter 
gives  me  fome  hopes.  I  am  ever  your  affured 
triend  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

J.  SWIFT, 

*  Mr.  Simft. 
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LETTER  CXCIIi: 
Earl  of  Orrery  to  Dr,  Swift; 

Duke-Street,  Weftminfter,  July  7^  174T,. 

'JP  HANKS  to  5  ou^  dear  Sir,  for  your  fre- 
quent remembrance  of  me  by  my  great  friend  and 
patron  Mafter  George  Faulkner  :  thanks  to  you  for 
the  honours  you  have  fhewed  my  wife  :  but  above 
all,  thanks  to  you  for  ufing  exercife  and  taking  cars 
of  your  health.  It  is  the  ftrongeft  inftance  of 
zffc&ion  your  friends  either  defire  or  deferve..  In 
mentioning  your  friends,  I  mufl  particularize  Mr. 
Pope :  he  obeys  your  commands,  and  flings  away- 
much  time  upon  me  :  Nec  deficit  alter  aureus  ; 
Do£lor  King  does  the  frime.  Thus  deities  cojide- 
fcend  to  vifit  and  converfe  with  mortals. 

Poor  lord  Oxford  is  gone  to  thofe  regions  from 
whence  travellers  never  return,  unlefs  in  an  airy 
vifit  to  faithlefs  lovers,  as  Margaret  to  William  ^  or 
to  cities  devoted  to  deflru&ion,  as  HeSfor  amidft 
the  flames  to  Trey.  The  deceafed  earl  has  left  be- 
hind him  many,  books,  many  manufcripts,  and  no 
money :  his  lady  brought  him  five  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  four  of  which  have  been  facrificed 
to  indolence,  good-nature,  and  want  of  worldly 
wifdom  :  and  there  Vv'ill  ftill  remain,  after  proper 
fales  and  right  maitagement,  five  thoufand  pounds 
a  year  for  his  widow. 

Mr.  Ccsfar  died  about  tv/o  months  ago.  Mrs. 
Cafar  is  flill  all  tears  and  lamentations,  although 
file  certainly  may  be  numbered  inter  felues,  fua  Ji 
hona  ?iori72t. 

Lord  Bathurjl  is  at  Cirencejler^  erecSling  pillars 
and  ftatues  to  queen  Anne,  Lord  Bolinghroke  lives 
in  France:  pofterity,  it-is  to  be  hoped,  may  be 

the 
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the  better  for  his  retiremcni:.    The  duke  of  Argyte 

reigns  or  ought  to  reign  in  Scotland.  Such  \^ 

the  ftate  of  Europe ;  but  our  difappointment  irt 
America  has  c aft  a  gloomy  face  over  London  and 
Weftm'injier*  The  citizens  have  recourfe  to  mum 
and  tobacco,  by  which  means  they  pufF  away 
care,  and  keep  difmay  at  a  proper  diftance ;  in 
the  mean  time,  my  friends  the  ducks  and  geefe  in 
the  Park  cackle  on,  and  join  in  chorus  to  the 
founds  of  vidlory  that  are  daily  drummed  forth  on 
the  parade,  but  reach  no  farther  than  the  atmo- 

fphere  of  IVhitehalL  What  news  next  ?  The 

weather — but  you  certainly  know  it  is  hot ;  for  in. 
truth,  notwithftanding  this  letter  comes  from  my 
heart,  and  is  written  in  the  pleafure  of  thinking 
of  you,  yet  I  fweat  to  affure  you  how  much  I 
am,  dear  Sir,  your  ever  obliged  and  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

ORRERY. 

LETTER  CXCIV. 
Earl  of  Orrery  to  Deane  Swift,  Efq; 

SIR,  Marflon,  Dec.  4,  1741. 

J  A  M  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  full,  though 
melancholy,  account  you  have  fent  me  of  my 
ever  honoured  friend.  It  is  the  more  melancholy 
to  me,  as  I  have  heard  him  often  lament  the  par- 
ticular misfortune  incident  to  human  nature,  of 
an  utter  deprivation  of  fenfes  many  years  before  a 
deprivation  of  life.  I  have  heard  him  defcribe 
perfons  in  that  condition,  with  a  livelinefs  and  a 
horror,  that  on  this  late  occafion  have  recalled  to 
me  his  very  words.  Our  litany,  methinks,  ftiouki 
have  an  addition  of  a  particular  prayer  airainlt 
this  moft  dreadful  misfortune,    I  am  fure  mine 
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fliall.  The  Bite  of  a  mad  dog  (a  mofl:  tremendous' 
)  ends  foon  in  death  ;  but  the  efFedls  of  his 
lofs  of  memory  may  laft  even  to  the  longed  age 
of  man  ;  therefore  I  own  my  friendfhip  for  him 
has  now  changed  my  thoughts  and  wifhes  into  the 
very  reverfe  of  what  they  were.  I  rejoice  to  hear 
he  grows  lean.  I  am  forry  to  hear  his-  appetite 
is  good,  I  was  glad  when  there  feemed  an  ap- 
proaching mortification  in-  his  eye-lid.  In  one 
word,  the  marv  I  wilhed  to  live  the  longeft,  I 
wifli  the  fooneft  dead.  It  is  the  only  bleffing  that 
can  now  befai  him...  His  reafon  will  never  re« 
turn  y  or  if  it  fhould,  it  will  only  be  to  fhew  him 
the  mifery  of  having  lolt  it.  I  am  impatient  for 
his  going  where  imperfedlion  ceafes,  and  where 
perfection  begins  ;  where  IVilfons  cannot  break  in 
and  deal,  and  where  envy,  hatred,  and  malice 
have  no  influence  or  power.  WhiUt  he  continues 
to  breathe,  he  is  an  example,  ftronger  and  more 
piercing  than  he  or  any  other  divine  could  preach, 
againll  pride,  conceit,  and  vain  glory.  Good 
God  !  Do£tor  Swift  beaten  and  marked  with 
ftripes  by  a  beaft  in  human  fhape,  one  JVilfon,  Bur 
he  is  not  only  an  example  againft  prefumption 
and  haughtinefs,  but  in  reality  an  incitem.ent  to 
marriage.  Men  in  years  ou^ht  always  to  fecure 
a  friend  to  take  care  of  declining  life,  and  watch 
narrowly  as  they  fall  the  laft  minute  particles  of 
the  hour  glaf  .  A  batchelor  will  feldom  find, 
among  all  his  kindred,  fo  true  a  nurfe,  fo  faithful 
a  friend,  fo  difinterefled  a  companion,  as  one  tied 
to  him  by  the  double  chain  of  duty  and  afteftion. 
A  wife  could  not  be  banifhed  from  his  chamber, 
or  his  unhappy  hours  of  retirement :  nor  had  the 
Dean  felt  a  blow,  or  wanted  a  companion,  had 
he  been  married,  or  in  other  wordsa  had  Stella 

lived. 
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jived.  Al!  that  a  friend  could  do,  has  been  dona 
by  Mrs.  VVhiieway ;  all  that  a  companion  could 
perfuade,  has  been  attempted  by  Mrs.  Ridgeivay  : 

the  reft  but  I  fhall  run  on  for  ever  ;  and  I  ftt 

out  at  firft  only  with  an  intention  of  thanking 
you  Jor  yoiw  ietter,  end  aflTuring  you  that  I  am, 
i)ir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

ORRERY. 

P.  5.  I  beg  to  hear  from  you  from  time  to 
time,  if  any  new  occurrence  happens  -in  the 
Dean's  unhappj  ftate. 
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THE 

ANSWER 

O  F    T  H  E 

Right  Honourable  W— M  P  Y,  Efq-, 

TO  THE 

Right  Honourable  Sir  R  T  W  E  *. 

SIR,  Oflober  15,  1750. 

Ap  A  M  P  H  L  E  T  was  lately  fent  mc,  en- 
titled, A  Letter  frcm  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  R. 
W.  to  the  Right  Honourable  W.  P.  Efq\  occafioned 
iy  the  late  InveSlives  on  the  King^  her  Majejly^  and 
all  the  Royal  Family,  By  thefe  initial  letters  of 
our  names,  the  world  is  to  underfland  that  you 
and  I  muft  be  meant.  Although  the  letter  feems 
to  require  an  anfwer,  yet  becaufe  it  appears  to 
be  written  rather  in  the  ftyle  and  manner  ufed  by 
fome  of  your  penfioners,  than  your  own,  I  fliall 
allow  you  the  liberty  to  think  the  fame  of  this 
anfwer,  and  leave  the  publick  to  determine  which 
of  the  two  2(3:ors  can  better  perfonate  their  prin- 
cipals. That  frigid  and  fuftian  way  of  harangu- 
ing wherewith  your  reprefenter  begins,  continues, 
and  ends  his  declamation,  I  fhall  leave  to  the  cri- 
ticks  in  eloquence  and  propriety  to  defcant  on  5 
becaufe  it  adds  nothing  to  the  weight  of  your  ac- 

♦  Written  by  Dr.  S^ift. 
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rations,  nor  will  my  d^jfence  be  one  grain  the 
better  by  expofing  its  puerilities. 

I  fliall  therefore  only  remark  upon  this  parti- 
cular, that  the  frauds  and  corruptions  in  moft 
♦other  arts  and  fciences,  as  law,  phyfick  (I  lhall 
yproceed  no  further)  are  ufually  much  more  plaufi- 
>bly  defended  than  in  that  of  politicks  ;  whether  it 
be,  that  by  a  kind  of  fatality  the  vindication  of  a 
■^corrupt  minifter  is  always  left  to  the  management 
of  the  meaneft  and  moft  proftitute  writers  ;  or 
whether  it  be,  that  the  efFefts  of  a  wicked  :or  un- 
"fkilful  adminiftration,  are  more  publick,  vifible, 
pernicious  and  univerfal.    Whereas  the  miftakes 
'in  other  fciences  are  often  matters  that  afFeft  only 
fpeculation  ;  or  at  worft,  the  bad  confequences 
fall  upon  few  and  private  perfons.    A  nation  is 
'quickly  fenfible  of  the  miferies  it  feels,  and  little 
comforted  by  knowing  what  account  it  turns  to 
•by  the  wealth,  the  power,  the  honours  conferred 
on  thofe  who  fit  at  the  helm,  or  the  falaries  paid 
to  their  pen- men  ;  while  the  body  of  the  people 
is  funk  into  poverty  and  defpair.    A  Frenchman  in 
his  wooden  (hoes  may,  from  the  vanity  of  his 
nation,  and  the  conftitution  of  that  government, 
conceive  fome  imaginary  pleafure  in  boafting  the 
grandeur  of  his  monarch,  in  the  midft  of  his  dwil 
flavery  :  but  a  freeborn  Englijhman^  with  all  his 
Joyalty,  can  find  little  fatisfa6lion  at  a  minifter 
overgrown  in  wealth  and  power  from  the  lowefl: 
degree  of  want  and  contempt ;  when  that  power 
or  wealth  are  drawn  from  the  bav/els  and  blood 
^of  the  nation,  for  which  every  fellow  fubjeft  is  a 
fufFerer,  except  the  great  man  himfelf,  his  fa- 
=mily,  and  his  penfioners.    I  mean  fuch  a  miniftet  * 
(if  there  hath  ever  been  fuch  a  one)  whofe  whole 
management  hath  been  a  continued  link  of  igno- 
/Tancc,  blunders^  and  miftakes  in  every  article 
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b^fides  that  of  enriching  and  aggrandizing  him- 
■felf. 

For  thefe  j-e^fons  the  faults  of  men,  who  are 
moft  trufted  in  publick  bufinefs,  are,  of  all  others, 
the  moft  difHcult  to  be  defended.    A  man  may  be 
perfuaded  into  a  wrong  opinion,  wherein  he  hath 
iniail  concern  :  but  no  oratory  can  have  the  power 
over  a  fober  man  againft  the  convidlion  of  his 
.own  fenfes  :  and  therefore,  as  I  take  it,  the  money 
thrown  away  on  fuch  advocates  might  be  more 
prudently  fpared,  and  kept  in  fuch  a  minifter's 
own  pocket,  -than  lavifhed  in  hiring  a  corporation 
of  pamphleteers  to  defend  his  condufl,  and  prove 
a  kingdom  to  be  flourifhing  in  trade  and  wealth, 
which  every  particular  fubjeft  (except  thofe  few 
already  excepted)   can  lawfully  fwear,  and,  by 
dear  experience  knows^  to  be  a  falfhood. 

Give  me  leave,  noble  Sir,  in  the  way  of  argu- 
ment, to  fuppofe  this  to  be  your  cafe  5  could  you 
in  good  confcience,  or  moral  juftice,  chide  your 
paper  advocates  for  their  ill  fuccefs  in  perfuading 
the  world  againft  manifeft  demonftration  ?  Their 
mifcarriage  is  owing,  alas  !  to  want  of  matter. 
Should  we  allow  them  to  be  mafters  of  .  wit,  rail- 
lery, or  learning,  yet  the  fubje6l  would  not  ad- 
;iiiit  them  to  exercife  their  talents;  and,  confe- 
quently,  they  can  have  no  recourfe  but  to  impu- 
dence, lying,  and  fcurrility. 

I  muft  confefs,  that  the  author  of  your  letter 
to  me  hath  carried  this  laft  qualification  to  a 
greater  height  than  any  of  his  fellows  :  but  he 
hath,  in  my  opinion,  failed  a  little  in  point  of  po- 
litenefs  from  the  original  which  he  affe£ls  to  imi- 
tate. If  I  fhould  iay  to  a  prime  minifter.  Sir, 
jcu  have  fulficiently  provided  that  Dunkirk  fhoulcj 
te  abfolutely  demolifhed  and  never  repaired;  you 
took  the  beft  advantages  of  a  long  and  generaj 
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peace  to  ^ifcharge  the  immenfe  debts  of  the  na- 
tion;  you  did  wonders  with  the  fleet;  you  made 
the  Spaniards  fubmit  to  our  quiet  pofl'effion  of  GUj- 
raltar  and  Portmahon  ;  you  never  enriched  yourfelf 
and  family  at  the  expence  of  the  publick. 
Such  is  the  fl-yle  of  your  fuppofed  letter,  which 
however,  if  I  am  well  informed,  by  no  means 
comes  up  to  the  refinements  of  a  fifhwife  in  Bil-, 
Ungfgate,  Tou  never  had  a  hajiard  by  Tom  the  wa- 
terman ;  you  never  Jlole  a  filver  tankard  \  you  were 
never  whipped  at  the  carCs  tail. 

In  the  title  of  your  letter,  it  is  faid  to  be  occa- 
fioned  by  the  late  iyjveSlives  on  the  King^  her  Majejly^ 
and  all  the  Royal  Family  :  and  ihe  whole  contents 
of  the  paper  (ftrippcd  from  your  eloquence)  goes 
on  upon  a  fuppofition  afFe6ledly  ferious,  that  their 
majefties,  and  the  whole  royal  family,  have  been 
lately  bitterly  and  publickly  inveighed  againft  in 
the  moft  enormous  and  treafonable  manner.  Now, 
being  a  man,  as  you  well  know^  altogether  out  of 
bufinefs,  I  do  fometimes  lofe  an  hour  in  reading  a 
few  of  thofe  controverfial  papers  upon  politicks, 
which  have  fucceeded  for  fome  years  paft  to  the 
,  polemical  traits  between  Whig  and  Tory  :  and  in 
this  kind  of  reading  (if  it  may  deferve  to  be  fo 
called)  although  I  have  been  often  but  little  edi- 
fied, or  entertained,  yet  hath  it  given  me  occa- 
fion  to  make  fome  obfervations.  Firft,  I  have 
cbferved,  that  however  men  may  fmcerely  agree 
in  all  the  branches  of  the  low-church  principle, 
in  a  tendernefs  for  diflenters  of  every  kind,  in  a 
perfeft  abhorrence  of  popery  and  the  pretender, 
and  in  the  moft  firm  adherence  to  the  proteftant 
fucceflion  in  the  royal  houfe  of  Hanover ;  yet 
plenty  of  matter  may  arife  to  kindle  their  animo- 
fities  againft  each  other  from  the  various  infirmi- 
ties,  follies,  and  vices  inherent  in  mankind. 

Secondly, 
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'Secondly,  I  obfeiTed,  that  althoucrh  the  vulvar 
rreproach  which  charges  the  qaarreJs  between  mi- 
jiiilcrs,  and  their  oppofcrs,  to  be  only  a  conten- 
tion for  power  between  thofe  who  are  in,  and 
thoie  who  would  be  in  if  they  could  ;  yet  as  long 
as  thi^  proceeds  no  further  than  a  fcuffie  of  am- 
bition among  a  few  perfons,  it  is  only  a  matter 
of  courfe,  whereby  the  publitk  is  little  afFefled* 
Bt!t  when  corruptions  are  plain,  open,  and  undif- 
gurfed,  both  in  their  caufes  and  efFe6ls,  to  the 
hazards  of  a  nation's  ruin,  and  fo  declared  by  aH 
•the  principal  perfons  and  the  bulk  of  the  people^ 
thofe  only  excepted  who  are  gainers  by  thofe  cor- 
ruptions :  and  when  fuch  minifters  are  forced  to 
fly  fbr  flielter  to  the  throne,  with  a  complaint  of 
difaffedtion  to  majefty  againft  all  who  durft  diflike 
their  adminiftration.  Such  a  general  difpofition 
in  the  minds  of  men,  cannot,  I  think,  by  any 
rules  of  reafon,  be  called  the  clamoilr  of  a  few  dif- 
cffeSled  incendiaries^  S'^^pi^^g  after  pdwer.  It  is  the 
triie  voice  of  the  people;  which  niuft  and  will  at 
laft  be  heard,  or  produce  conleguences  that  I  dare 
not  m.ention. 

I  have  obferved  thirdly,  that  among  all  the  of-^ 
fenfive  printed  papers  which  have  come  to  my 
hand,  whether  good  or  bad,  the  writers  have 
taken  particular  pains  to  celebrate  the  virtues  of 
our  excellent  king  and  queen,  even  where  thefe 
•were,  ftridly  fpeaking,  no  part  of  the  fabject-: 
nor  can  it  be  properly  objected  that  fuch  a  pro- 
^ceeding  was  only  a  blind  to  cover  their  malice  to- 
wards you  and  your  affiftants  ;  becaufe  to  affront 
the  king,  queen,  or  the  royal  family,  as  it  would 
1)e  directlv  oppofite  to  the  principles  that  thofe 
:ki nd  of  writers  have  aUvays  profefTcd,  fo  it  would 
»deftroy  the  very  end  they  have  in  purfuit.  And 
it  is  fumevvhat  remarkable,  that  thofe  very  writers 
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againft  you,  and  the  regiment  you  command,  arc 
fuch  as  moft  diftinguifh  themfelves  upon  all,  or 
upon  no  occafions,  by  their  pancgyricks  on  their 
prince  ;  and,  as  all  of  them  do  this  without  fa- 
vour or  hire,  fo  fome  of  them  continue  the  fame 
praiiice  under  the  fevereft  profecution  by  you  and 
your  janiflaries. 

You  feem  to  know,  or  at  leaft  very  ftrongly  to 
conjedlure,  who  thofe  perfons  are  that  give  you 
fp  much  weekly  difquiet.  Will  you  dare  to  aflert 
that  any  qf  thefe  are  yacohltes^  endeavour  to  alie- 
nate the  hearts  of  the  people,  to  defame  the 
prince,  and  then  dethrone  him  (for  thefe  are  your 
exprefiions)  and  that  I  am  their  patron,  their  bul- 
wark, their  hope,  and  their  refuge  ?  Can  you 
think  I  will  defcend  to  vindicate  myfelf  againft  an 
afperfion  fo  abfurd  ?  God  be  thanked,  we  have 
had  many  a  change  of  miniftry  v/ithout  changing 
our  prince  :  for  if  it  had  been  otherwife,  perhaps 
revolutions  might  have  been  more  frequent.  Hea- 
ven forbid  that  the  welfare  of  a  great  kingdom,' 
and  of  a  brave  peopic,  fhould  be  trufted  with  the" 
thread  of  a  fingle  fubje6l's  life  ;  for  I  fuppofe  it  is 
not  yet  in  your  view  to  entail  the^miiiiih'yfliip  ia 
your  family.  Thus  I  hope  we  may  live  to  fee 
different  minifters  and  different  meafures,  without 
any  danger  to  the  fuccefTion  in  the  royal  prote- 
ftant  line  of  Hanover. 

You  are  pleafed  to  advance  a  topick,  which  I 
could  never  heartily  approve  of  in  any  party,  al- 
though they  have  each  in  their  turn  advanced  it 
while  they  had  the  fuperiority.  You  tell  us.  It 
is  hard  that  while  every  private  man  fliali  have 
the  liberty  to  chufe  what  fervants  he  pleafeth,  the 
fafrie  privilege  (hould  be  refufed  to  a  king.  This 
aflertion,  crudely  underftood,  can  hardly  be  fup- 
ported.    If  by  fervants  be  only  meant  thofe  who 
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>strcpurely  menialjwho  provide  foftheir mafter^s  food 
and  cloathing,  or  for  the  convenience  and  fplendor 
of  his  family,  the  point  is  not  worth  debating. 
But  the  bad  or  good  choice  of  a  chancellor,  a  fe- 
cretary,  an  ambaflador,  a  treaftirer,  and  many  other 
officers,  is  of  very  high  confequence  to  the  whole 
kingdom  :  fo  is  likewife  that  amphibious  race  of 
courtiers  between  fervants  and  minifters  ;  fuch  as 
the  fteward,  chamberlain,  treafurer  of  the  houf- 
hold  and  the  like,  being  aJl  of  the  privy  council, 
and  feme  of  the  cabinet,  who  according  to  their 
talents,  their  principles,  and  their  degree  of  fa- 
vour, may  be  great  inftruments  of  good  or  evil, 
both  to  the  fubje£i  and  the  prince ;  fo  that  the 
parallel  is  by  no  means  adequate  between  a  prince's 
court  and  a  private  family.  And  yet  if  an  info- 
lent  footman  be  troublefome  in  the  fieighbourhood  ; 
if  he  breaks  the  people's  windows,  infults  their 
fervants,  breaks  into  other  folks  houfes  to  pilfer 
what  he  can  find,  although  he  belong  to  a  duke, 
ind  be  a  favourite  in  his  ftation,  yet  thofe  who 
are  injured  may,  without  juft  ofFence,  complain 
to  his  lord,  and  for  want  of  red  re  fs  get  a  warrant 
to  fend  him  ta  the  flocks,  to  Bridewell^  or  to 
Nezugate^  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of 
his  delinquencies.  Thus  the  fervants  of  the  prince^ 
whether  menial  or  otherwife,  if  they  be  of  his 
council,  are  fubjeft  to  the  enquiries  and  profecu- 
tions  of  the  great  council  of  the  nation,  even  as 
far  as  to  capital  punifliment ;  and  fo  muft  ever  be  in 
our  conftitution,  till  a  minifter  can  procure  a  ma- 
jority even  of  that  council  tofhelter  him  ;  which  I 
am  fure  you  will  allow  to  be  a  defperate  crifis  under 
any  party  of  the  moft  plaufible  denomination. 

The  only  inftance  you  produce,  or  rather  in- 
Cnuate,  to  prove  the  late  invedives  againft  the 
king,  queen,  and  royal  family,  is  drawn  fronn  , 
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that  deduction  of  thQEngUJI)  hiftory,  publilhed  in 
feveral  papers  by  the  Crcftfman  ;  wherein  are  fhewri 
the  bad  confequences  to  the  publick,  as  well 
as  to  the  prince,  from  the  practices  of  evil  mi- 
niftcrs  in  moft  reigns,  and  at  feveral  periods, 
when  the  throne  was  filled  by  wife  monarchs 
well  as  by  weak.  This  dedu^^ion,  therefore,  can- 
not rcafonably  give  the  leaft  ofFence  to  a  Britijh 
king,  v/hen  he  fhall  obferve  that  the  greateft  and 
ableft  of  his  predeceflbrs,  by  their  own  candor, 
by  a  particular  juncture  of  affairs,  or  by  the  ge- 
neral infirmity  of  human  nature,  have  lometimes 
put  too  much  truft  in  confident,  infmua^ting,  and 
avaricious  minifters. 

Wifdom,  attended  by  virtue  and  a  generous 
nature,  is  not  unapt  to  be  impofed  on.  Thus 
AJilton  decribes  Uriels  the  jharpeji-fighted  fpirit  in 
heaven^  and  regent  of  the  fun^  deceived  by  the  dif- 
fimulation  and  flattery  of  the  devil,  for  which  the 
poet  gives  a  philofophical  reafon,  but  needlefs 
here  to  quote.  Is  any  thing  more  common,  or 
more  ufeful,  than  to  caution  wife  men  in  higb 
ftations  againft  putting  too  muft  truft  in  under- 
taking fervants,  cringing;  flatterers,  or  defigning 
friends  ?  Since  the  Ajiaiic  cufiomof  governing  by 
prime  minifters  hath  prevailed  in  fo  many  courts 
of  Europe^  how  careful  fhould  every  prince  be  in 
the  choice  of  the  perfon  on  whom  fo  great  a  truft 
is  devolved,  whereon  depend  the  fafety  and  vvel- 
faie  of  himfelf  and  all  his  fubjects.  Queen  Eli" 
nabeth^  whofe  adminiftration  is  frequently  quoted 
as  the  beft  pattern  for  Englijh  princes  to  follow, 
could  not  refift  the  artifices  of  the  earl  of  Lei- 
cejhr^  who,  although  uinverfally  allowed  to  be 
the  moft  ambitious,  infolent,  and  corrupt  perfon. 
of  his  age,  was  yet  her  greateft,  and  aimoft  her 
©nly  favourite  :  (his  religion  indeed  being  partly 
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puritan  and  partly  infidel,  might  have  better  tallied 
with  prefent  times)  yet  this  wife  queen  would 
never  fufier  the  opencft  enemies  of  that  overgrown 
lord  to  be  (acrificed  to  his  vengeance  ;  nor  durfi: 
he  charge  them  with  a  defign  of  introducing  po- 
pery or  the  Spanijh  pretender. 

How  many  great  families  do  we  all  know, 
whofe  matters  hnve  pafled  for  perfons  of  good  abi- 
lities, during  the  whole  courfie  of  their  lives,  and 
yet  the  greateft  part  of  whofe  eftates  have  funk  in 
the  hands  of  their  ftewaids  and  receivers  ;  their 
revenues  paid  them  in  fcanty  portions,  at  large 
difcount,  and  treble  intereft,  though  they  did  not 
know  it ;  while  the  tenants  were  daily  racked, 
and  at  the  fame  time  accafed  to  their  landlords  of 
infolvency.    Of  this  fpecies  are  fuch  managers, 
v/ho,  like  honeft  Peter  Waters^  pretend  to  clear  an 
eftate,  keep  the  owner  pennylefs,  and,  after  feven 
years,  leave  him  five  times  more  in  debt,  while 
ihey  fink  half  a  pi  inn  into  their  own  pockets. 

Thofe  who  think  themfelves  concerned,  may 
give  you  thanks  for  that  gracious  liberty  you  are 
pieafed  to  allow  them  of  taking  vengeance  on  the 
m'lnifters^  and  there  fioooiing  their  envenom'' d  arrows 
As  to  myfelf ;  1  neither  owe  you  vengeance,  nor 
make  ufe  of  fuch  weapons  :  but  it  is  your  weak- 
nefs,  or  ill- fortune,  or  perhaps  the  fault  of  your 
conftitution,  to  convert  wholefcme  remedies  into 
poifon  ;  for  you  have  received  better  and  more  fre- 
quent inftruclions  than  any  m^inifter  of  your  age 
and  country,  if  God  had  given  you  the  grace  to 
apply  them. 

I  dare  promife  you  the  thanks  of  half  the  king- 
dom, if  you  will  pleafe  to  perform  the  promife 
you  have  made  of  fufFerins:  the  Craftfman  and 
company,  or  whatever  other  infamous  wretches  and 
exmable  villains  you  mean,  to  take  their  vengeance 
X  only 
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cml'y  on  your  own  facred  minifterial  perfon,  wirfioui^ 
bringing  any  of  your  brethren,  much  Jefs  the^ 
moft  remote  branch  of  the  royal  family,  into  the 
debate.  This  generous  ofFer  1  fufpedlcd  from  the 
firft ;  becaufe  there  were  never  heard,  of  fo  many^ 
fo  untieceflary,  and  fo  feverc  profecutions  as  you- 
have  promoted  during,  your  miniftry,  in  a  king- 
dom where  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  is  fo  much' 
pretended  to  be  allowed.  But  in  reading  a  page 
or  two,  I  found  you  thought  it  proper  to  explaia 
away  your  grant ;  for  there  you  tell  us,  that  ikf^r 
Tnifcreants  (meaning  the  writers  againd  you)  are^ 
to  remember  that  the  laws  have  abundantly; 
JLESs  generous^  I  fs  mild  and  merciful  fenthncnts  than, 
yourfelf,  and  into  their  fecular  hands  the  poor 
authors  muft  be  delivered  to  fines,  prifons,  pil- 
lories, whippings,  and  the  gallows,.  Thus  youn 
promife  of  impunity,  which  began  fomewhat  je- 
fuitically,  concludes  v/ith  the  mercy  of  a  Spanijh 
inquifitor. 

If  it  fliould  fo  happen  that  I  am  neither  ahator^ 
patron^  prctecior^  nor  fupporter  of  thefe  imaginary 
invedives  againjl  the  king^  her  majejiy^  or  any  ofi 
tioe  royal  family ^  I  defire  to  know  what  fati^fadioii. 
I  am  to  get  from  you,  or  the  creature  you  em- 
I^loyed  in  writing  the  libel  which:  I  am  now  an- 
fwering?  It  will  be  no  excufe  to  fay,  that  I  dif^ 
fer  from  you  in  every  particular  of  your  political 
reafon  and  pradice  ;  becaufe  that  will  be  to  load 
the  beft,  the  founded,  and  moft  numerous  part  of; 
the  kingdom  with  the  denominations  your  are 
pleafed  to  beftow  upon  me,  that  they  are  Jaco- 
bites^ wicked  mifcreants^  infamous  zvretches^  execrable 
villains^  and  defamers  of  the  king^  quecn^  and  all 
the  royal  family^  and  guilty  of  high  treafon.  You.. 
cannot  know  my  Ityle  ;  but  1  can  eafily  know 
r  your  works,  which  are  performeJ  in  the  fight  of 
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the  fun.  Your  good  inclinations  arc  vlfiblc  5  but 
I  begin  to  doubt  the  ftrength  of  your  credit,  even 
at  court,  that  you  have  not  power  to  make  his 
majefty  believe  me  the  perfon  which  you  reprcfent 
in  your  libel  ;  as  moft  infallibly  you  have  often  at* 
tempted,  and  in  vain,  becaufe  I  muft  otherwife 
have  found  it  by  the  marks  of  his  royal  difpleafurc. 
However,  to  be  angry  with  you  to  whom  I  am 
indebted  for  the  gr^areft  obligation  I  could  pof- 
fibly  receive,  would  be  the  higheft  ingratitude.  It 
is  to  You  I  owe  that  reputation  I  have  acquired 
for  fome  years  paft  of  beirig  a  lover  of  my  coun- 
try and  its  conftitution  :  to  You  I  owe  the  libels 
and  fcurrilities  conferred  upon  me  by  the  word  of 
men,  and  confequently  fome  degree  of  efteem  and 
friendfliip  from  the  beft.  From  You  I  learned  the 
fkill  of  diftinguiftiirjg  between  a  patriot  and  a 
plunderer  of  his  country :  and  from  You  I  hope 
in  time  to  acquire  the  knowledge  of  being  a  loyal, 
faithful,  and  ufeful  fervant  to  the  bed  of  princes, 
king  George  the  fecond  ;  and  therefore  I  can  con- 
clude, by  your  example,  but  with  greater  truth, 
that  I  am  not  only  with  humble  fubmiflion  anJ 
refpe6t,  but  with  infinite  gratitude.  Sir,  your 
moft  obedient  and  moft  obliged  fervant,. 

W.  P. 


To 


(     209  ) 


T  O   T  H  E 

Count  De  GYLLENBORG. 

SIR,  Dublin  in  Ireland,  Nor.  z,  tyi^* 

Jt  is  now  about  fixteen  years  fince  I  firft  enter- 
tained the  defign  of  writing  a  hiftory  of  England^ 
from  the  beginning  of  PF'illiam  Riifus  to  the  end 
of  queen  Elizabeth'^  fuch  a  hiftory,  I  mean,  as 
appears  to  be  moft  wanted  by  foreigners,  and  gen- 
tlemen of  our  own  country ;  not  a  voluminous  • 
work,  nor  properly  an  abridgment,  but  an  exa6t 
relation  of  the  moft  important  affairs  and  events, 
without  any  regard  to  the  reft.    My  intention 
was  to  infcribe  it  to  the  king  *  your  late  mafter, 
for  whofe  great  virtues  I  had  ever  the  higheft  ve- 
neration, as  I  fhall  continue  to  bear  to  his  me- 
mory,   I  confefs  it  is  with  fome  difdain  that  I 
obferve  greac  authors  defcending  to  write  any  de- 
dications at  all  :  and  for  my  own  part,  when  I 
.  looked  round  on  all  the  princes  of  Europe^  I  could 
think  of  none  who  might  deferve  that  diftinflioa 
from  me,  befides  the  king  your  mafter,  (for  I  fay 
nothing  of  his   prefent  Britannick  majefty,  to 
whofe  perfon  and  charadler  I  am  an  utter  ftranger, 
and  like  to  continue  fo)  neither  can  i  be  fufpeded 
of  flattery  on  this  point,  fince  it  was  fome  years 
after  that  I  had  the  honour  of  an  invitation  to 

•  Charles  XI T.  king  of  S^weden,  who  was  unfortu- 
nately killed  by  a  cannon-ball  at  the  fiege  of  Frederick' 
Jhally  in  the  year  1718. 
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his  €6urt,  before  you  were  employed  as  Ms  mr- 
nifter  in  England^  which  I  heartily  repent  than 
I  did  not  accept  j  whereby,  as  you  can  be  my 
witnefs,  1  might  have  avoided  fome  years  uneafi- 
nefs  and  vexation,  during  the  laft  four  years  of 
our  late  excellent  queen,  as  well  as  a  long  me- 
lancholy profpeft  fmce,  in  a  moft  obfcure  dif- 
agreeable  country,  and  among  a  moft  profligate 
and  abandoned  people. 

I  was  diverted  from  purfuingthis  hi-ftory,  partly 
-by  the  extreme  difficulty,  but  chiefly  by  the  in- 
^dignation  I  conceived  at  the  proceedings  of  a  fac- 
tion, which  then  prevailed  ;  and  the  papers  lay 
Begle£led  in  my  cabinet  until  you  faw  mc  in 
England  \  when  you  know  how  far  I  was  engaged 
in  thoughts  and  bufinefs  of  another  kind.  Upon 
her  majefty's  lamented  death,  I  returned  to  my 
flation  in  this  kingdom;  fince  which  time  there 
IS;  not  a  northern  curate  among  you  who  hath 
lived  more  obfcure  than  myfelf,  or  a  greater 
ftranger  to  the  commoneft  tranfaftions  of  the 
world.  It  is  but  very  lately  that  I  found  the  fol- 
lowing papers,  which  I  had  almoft  forgotten.  I 
publifh  them  now,  for  two  reafons  ;  firft,  for  an 
encouragement  to  thofe  who  have  more  youth 
and  leifure,  and  good  temper  than  I,  towards  pur- 
fuing  the  work  as  far  as  it  was  intended  by  mc, 
or  as  much  further  as  they  pleafe  ;  the  lecond 
reafon  is,  to  have  an  opportunity  of  declaring  the 
profound  refpe£l  I  have  for  the  memory  of  your 
royal  mafter,  and  the  fmcere  regard  and  friend- 
^fliip  I  bear  to.  yourfelf  ^  for  I  muft  bring  to  your 
mind  how  proud  1  was  to  diftinguifti  you  among 
all  the  foreign  minifters,  with  whom  I  had  the- 
honour  to  be  acquainted.    I  am  a  witncfs  of  the 

*  The  author  was  then  in  his  fifty-feeond  year.  - 
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ieal  you  fhcwed  hot  only  for  the  honour  and  in- 
tcreft  of  your  mafter,  but  for  the  advaniage  of  the 
Proteftant  religion  in  Germany^  and  how  know- 
ingly and  feelingly  you  often  fpoke  to  me  upoA 
that  fubje£l.  We  all  loved  you,  as  poflefled  of 
fcvery  quality  that  could  adorn  an  Engltjh  gentle- 
man, and  efteemed  you  as  a  faithful  fubje6l  to 
your  prince,  and  an  able  negociator ;  neither  (hall 
any  reverfe  of  fortune  have  power  to  lefTen  you 
either  in  my  friendfliip  or  efteem :  and  I  muft 
take  lelve  to  alTure  you  further,  that  my  afFedtion 
towards  perforis  hath  riot  been  at  all  diminiflied 
by  the  frown  of  Power  upon  them.  Thofe  whom 
you  and  I  once  thought  great  and  good  men, 
continue  ftill  fo  in  my  eyes  and  my  heart ;  only 
with  a*****^***^ 

Cmtcra  defide^aniuu 
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The, REIGN  of 

WILLIAM  the  SECOND, 

SURNAMED    RU  F  U  S. 

^^^T  the  time  of  the  Conqueror's  death,  his 
cideft  fon  Robert^  upon  fome  difcontent  with  his 
father,  being  abfent  in  France  *,  IVilliamy  the 
fecond  fon,  made  ufe  of  this  jun£lure,  and  with- 
out attending  his  father's  funeral,  haftened  to 
England^  where,  purfuant  to  the  ^will  of  the  de- 
ceafed  prince  f ,  the  nobility,  although  more  in- 
clined to  favour  Robert^  were  prevailed  with  to 
admit  him  king,  partly  by  his  promifes  to  abate 
the  rigor  of  the  late  reign,  and  reftore  the  laws 
and  liberties  which  had  been  then  aboliftied,  but 
chiefly  by  the  credit  and  folicitations  of  Lanfranc  ; 
for  that  prelate  had  formerly  a  fhare  in  his  educa- 
tion, and  always  a  great  affedion  for  his  perfon. 

•  He  was  then  at  Abbeville  in  Picardy. 

-f-  William  the  Conqueror  on  his  death-bed  left  Nor^ 
mandy  and  Le  Maine  to  his  fon  Roberty  as  being  his 
right  of  inheritance  ;  not  without  adding,  as  fome 
hiilorians  relate,  that  any  people  whom  Robert  was  to  v 
govern,  would  be  miferable.  England,  he  faid,  was 
not  his  property  by  inheritance  ;  he  would  not  prefume 
to  bequeath  to  any  one  that  kingdom,  but  left  it  to 
the  difpofal  of  Heaven  :  however,  fo  it  pleafed  God, 
he  fhould  be  glad  that  William ,  his  obedient  and  heft  be' 
h'ved  fony  fhould  enjoy  it  after  his  death  ;  and  accord- 
ingly ordered  letters  to  be  expedited  to  archbifhop 
Lanfrancy  for  facilitating  Wiltiam's  acccffion  and  efta- 
ifciifhment  there. 

At 


At  Tf'%chejler  he  took  pofleflion  of  his  father's 
treafure  *,  in  obedience  to  whofe  command,  a$ 
well  as  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  people, 
he  diftributed  it  among  churches  and  religious 
houfes,  and  applied  it  to  the  redeeming  of  pri- 
foners,  and  other  a£ls  of  popularity. 

In  the  mean  time  Robert  returned  to  Normandy^  . 
took  poflefTion  of  that  duchy,  with  great  applaufe 
and  content  of  his  people,  and,  fpighted  at  the 
indignity  done  him  by  his  father,  and  the  ufurpa- 
tion  of  his  brother  in  confequence  thereof,  pre- 
pared a  great  fleet  and  army  to  invade  England ; 
nor  did  there  want  aji  occafion  to  promote  his  in- 
tereft,  if  the  flownefs,  the  foftnefs,  and  credulity 
of  his  nature,  could  have  fuffered  him  to  make  a 
right  improvement  of  it. 

Odo  bifhop  of  Baleux  f ,  of  whom  frequent  men- 
tion is  made  in  the  preceding  reign  J,  a  prelate 
of  incurable  ambition,  either  on  account  of  his  age 
or  chara£ler  being  reftored  to  his  liberty  and  pof- 
feffions  in  England^  grew  into  envy  and  difcon- 
tent,  upon  feeing  Lanfranc  ^x^hrxtA  before  him  by  ' 
the  new  king  in  his  favour  and  miniftry.  He 
therefore  formed  a  confpiracy  with  feveral  nobles 
of  Norman  birth  to  depofe  the  king,  and  fent  an 
invitation  to  Robert  to  haften  over.  Mean  time 
the  confpirators,  in  order  to  diftraft  the  king's 

*  Which  was  fixty  thoufand  pounds  in  filver,  be- 
ftdes  gold,  jewels,  and  plate.  Brumpton, 

f  Odo  was  half  brother  to  William  the  Conqueror,  and 
the  firft  earl  of  Kent  of  Norman  blood.  He  was  releafed 
from  his  confinement  by  order  of  the  late  king,  at  the 
foli citation  of  Robert  t^LxX  of  Mortain,  Odo's  brother. 

X  One  might  imagine  from  thefe  words,  that  Dr. 
Snjuift  had  written  an  account  of  the  reign  of  Williain 
the  Conqueror,  if  it  had  not  been  for  what  he  fays  ip 
his  letter  to  Count  Gylknhorg, 

P  3  force 
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forces,  felled  on  fevcral  parts  of  Engknd  zt  ot\q^  % 
Bri/iol^  Norwich^  Leicejier^  Worcejler  *y  Shretuf" 
buryy  Bath  and  Durham^  were  fecured  by  feveral 
noblemen :  Odo  himfelf  feized  Rochejler^  reduced 
the  coafts  of  Kent^  and  fent  meflagef  to  Robert  to 
make  all  pollible  fpecd. 

The  king,  alarmed  at  thefe  many  and  Tudden 
defefiions,  thought  it  his  beft  courfe  to  begin  his 
defence  by  fecuring  the.  good  will  of  the  peopU. 
He  redreiied  many  grievances,  eafed  them  of  cer- 
tain oppreffive  taxes  and  tributes,  gave  liberty  to 
hunt  in  his  foreft,  with  other  .marks  of  indulgence, 
which  however  forced  from  him  by  the  neceffity 
of  the  time,  he  had  the  (kill  or  fortune  fo  to  or- 
der as  they  neither  loft  their  good  grace  nor  ef- 
fe£t;  for  immediately  after  he  raifed  great  forces 
both  by  land  and  fea,  marched  into  Kent^  where 
the  chief  body  of  his  enemies  .was  in  arms,  re- 
covered Tunhridge  and  Pevenfey^  in  the  latter  of 
which  Odo  himfelf  was  taken  prifoner,  and  forced 
to  accompany  the  king  to  Rochejter,  This  city 
refufing  to  furrender  at  the  king's  fummons,  Odo 
'  undertook  to  prevail  with  the  obftinacy  of  the  in- 
habitants ;  but  being  admitted  into  the  town,  was 
there  detained,  either  by  a  real  or  feeming  force  ; 
however,  the  king  provoked  at  their  ftubbornnefs 
and  fraud,  foon  compelled  them  to  yield,  retook 
his  prifoner,  and  forcing  him  for  ever  to  abjure 
England^  fent  him  into  Normandy. 

By  thefe  a<3ions,  performed  with  fuch  great  ce- 
lerity and  fuccefs,  the  preparations  of  duke  Ro^ 
bert  were  wholly  difappointed,  himfelf,  by  the  nc- 

*  Worcefter  however  at  this  thne  fuffered  only  a 
blockade.  See  the  account  of  the  operations  there  in 
Greene  late  furvey  of  the  city  of  Worcefter,  ?•  i95* 
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(Jeffity  of  his  affairs,  compelled  *  to  a  treaty  U^ith 
his  brother,  upon  the  terms  of  a  fmall  penfioji, 
and  a  mutual  promife  of  fucceeding  to  each  other's 
<iominions  on  failure  of  iffue,  forced  to  refign  his 
pretenfions,  and  return  with  a  flaattered  fleet  t^ 
Normandy. 

About  this  time  died  archbifhop  Lanfranc  \  by 
whofe  death  the  king,  loofed  from  that  awe  and 
conftraint  h€  was  under,  foon  began  to  difcover 
thofe  irregularities  of  his  nature,  wliich  till  then 
he  had  fuppreffed  and  difguifed,  falling  into  thofe 
aSs  of  oppreHion  and  extortion  that  ha^^e  «iade 
his  name  and  memory  infamous.  He  kept  the 
fee  of  Canterhwy  four  years  vacant,  and  converted 
the  revenues  to  his  own  ufe,  together  with  thof« 

•  Samuel -Daniel,  a  very  judicious  epitomizer  of  oui* 
ancient  hiilory,  places  the  conclufxon  of  this  treaty  in 
1087,  foon  after  the  eftablilhment  of  Rufiis  on  the  J'^jp- 
'lijh  throne,  who  might  will  think  fuch  an  expedient 
ceffary  at  that  time,  for  the  reconciling  an  elder  brother 
to  the  moft  mortifying  of  difappointments.  If  the  treaty 
was  then  made,  Jloiert^s  infra&on  of  it  by  an  embark- 
ation of  troops  in  the  very  next  year  to  fuccouT  the 
Englijh  rebels,  was  a  plauiible  call  for  revenge,  and  ac- 
counts for  the  king's  invafion  of  Mormandy  in  roQO. 
Speedy  whom  Dr.  S^ift  follows  here,  has  been  fo  far 
mifled  by  Knighton,  as  to  reprefent  Robert  making  an 
actual  defcent  on  the  Englifh  coaft,  landing  at  •Sotitb" 
^mpton,  amufed  there  by  humble  meiTag-es  from  Rufus^ 
cajoled  into  a  refignation  of  his  claim,  and  induced  to 
go  back  a  penfioner  inftead  of  a  king.  "But  there  is  no 
trace  of  fuch  tranfaftions  in  the  purer  narratives  of 
more  ancient  hiftorians.  Aild  if  we  follow  thofe  of 
'Normandy,  who  ought  to  have  the  be  ft  information  of 
Robert^  motions,  the  duke  neither  embarked  with  nor 
after  bis  troops  :  he  promifed  indeed  to  follow  them 
with  a  greater  force ;  but  indolence  gQi  the  bett<^«f  his 
ambition. 

?4 
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of  fevcral  other  bifliopricks  and  abbies  J,  and 
difpoied  all  church  preferments  to  the  bigheft 
bidder.  Nor  were  his  exadions  lefs  upon  the 
laity,  from  whom  he  continually  extorted  exorbi- 
tant fines  for  pretended  tranfgreflion  of  certain 
penal  laws,  and  entertained  informers  to  obferve 
mens  atflions  and  bring  him  intelligence. 

It  is  here  worth  obfervation,  that  thefe  corrupt 
proceedings  of  the  prince  have,  in  the  opinion  of 
/everal  learned  men,  given  rife  to  two  cuftoms, 
which  are  a  long  time  grown  to  have  the  force  of 
laws,  For,  firft  the  fucceflbrs  of  this  king,  con- 
tinuing the  cuftom  of  feizing  on  the  accruing 
rents  in  the  vacancy  of  fees  and  abbies,  it  grew 
in  procefs  of  time  to  be  exacted  as  a  right,  or 
acknov^ledgment  to  the  king  as  founder ;  whence 
the  revenues  of  vacant  bifliopricks  belong  at  this 
day  to  the  crown.  The  fecond  cuftom  had  an 
•original  not  unlike.  Several  perfons,  to  avoid  the 
perfecutions  of  the  king's  informers,  and  other 
inftruments  of,oppreffion,  withdrew  themfelves 
and  their  efFefls  to  foreign  countries  ;  upon  which 
the  king  ifTued  a  proclamation,  forbidding  all  men 
to  leave  the  kingdom  without  his  licence;  from 
whence,  in  the  judgment  of  the  fame  authors, 
the  writ  ne  exeas  regno  had  its  beginning. 

'  X  As  for  Riifu5\  appropriating  to  himfelf  the  reve- 
nues of  vacant  fees,  this  was  the  refult  and  expelled 
confequence  of  the  feudal  eftablifhment  made  by  his 
father.  For  when  the  Conqueror  had  reduced  epifco- 
pal  and  abbatial  manours  to  military  and  baronial  te- 
nure, the  care  and  profits  of  them,  between  the  demifc 
of  each  tenant  and  the  entry  or  inftallation  of  his  fuc- 
cefTor,  by  necefTity  of  that  tenure,  devolved  on  the 
crown.  But  Rufus  is  defervedly  cenfured  for  keeping 
4he  prelacies  vacant  longer  than  was  neceffary,  merely 
with  an  avaricious  vieWf 
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By  thefe  and  the  like  arbitrary  methods  having 
amaffed  great  treafures,  and  finding  all  things 
quiet  at  home,  he  raifed  a  powerful  army  to  invade 
his  brother  in  Normandy  ;  but  upon  v^hat  ground 
or  pretext,  the  writers  of  that  age  are  not  very 
exadl ;  whether  it  were  from  a  principle  frequent 
among  unjuft  princes.  That  old  oppreffions  are 
beft  juftified  by  new  ;  or,  whether  having  a  talent 
for  fudden  enterprifes,  and  juftly  apprehending  the 
refentments  of  duke  Robert^  he  thought  it  the 
wifer  courfe  to  prevent  injuries  than  to  revenge 
them.  In  this  expedition  he  took  feveral  cities 
and  caftles  from  his  brother,  and  would  have  pro- 
ceeded farther,  if  Robert  had  not  defired  and  ob- 
tained the  affiftance  of  Philip  king  of  France^  who 
came  with  an  army  to  his  relief.  King  IViUiam 
not  thinking  it  fafe  or  prudent  to  proceed  further 
againft  his  enemy  fupported  by  fo  great  an  ally, 
yet  loth  to  lofe  the  fruits  of  his  time  and  valour, 
fell  upon  a  known  and  old  expedient,  which  no 
prince  ever  pra<3ifed  oftner,  or  with  greater  fuc- 
cefs,  and  that  was,  to  buy  off  the  French  king 
with  a  fum  of  money.  This  had  its  effeft  \  for 
that  prince  not  able  to  oppofe  fuch  powerful  arms, 
immediately  withdrew  himfelf  and  his  forces, 
leaving  the  two  brothers  to  concert  the  meafures 
of  a  peace. 

This  was  treated  and  agreed  with  great  advan- 
tages on  the  fide  of  king  William  ;  for  he  kept  all 
the  towns  he  had  taken,  obliged  his  brother  to 
banifh  Edgar  Atheling  out  of  Normandy^  and,  for 
a  further  fecurity,  brought  over  with  him  to  Eng^ 
land  the  duke  himfelf  to  attend  him  in  his  expe- 
dition againft  Malcohn  king  of  Scotland^  who  du- 
ring his  abfence  had  invaded  the  borders.  The 
king  having  raifed  great,  forces  both  by  fea  and 
land,  went  in  perfon  to  repel  the  inroads  of  thp 

Scots  : 
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Scofi :  but  the  enterprife  was  without  fucccfs ;  for 
the  greateft  part  of  bis  fleet  was  deftroyed  by  at 
tcmpeft,  and  his  army  very  much  diminifhed  by 
ficknefs  and  famine,  which  forced  him  to  a  peace 
of  little  honour  ;  by  which,  upon  the  condition  of 
homage  from  that  prince,  the  king  of  England 
agreed  to  delis'er  him  up  thofe  twelve  towns  (or 
manours)  in  England  which  Malcdm  had  heli 
under  William  the  Conqueror  ;  together  with  a  pen- 
fion  of  twelve  thoufand  marks  *. 

At  this  time  were  fown  the  feeds  of  another 
quarrel  between  him  and  duke  Robert^  who  foli- 
citing  the  king  to  perform  fome  covenants  of  the 
laft  peace,  and  meeting  with  a  repulfe,  withdrew 
in  great  difcontent  to  Normandy. 

King  William^  in  his  return  from  Scoikind^  fell 
dangeroufly  fick  at  Gloucejlery  where,  moved  by 
the  feafonable  exhortations  of  his  clergy,  or  rather 
lyr  the  fears  of  dying,  he  began  to  difeover  great 

•  So  Brcmpton  writes.  But  it  is  doubtful  whether 
tlie  Normanic  or  Saxonic  mark  of  filver  be  underftood. 
The  former  was  a  weight  of  eight  ounces,  the  latter 
but  an  ounce  and  a  half.  If  we  compute  by  the  mark 
of  the  Normans^  the  annuity  ftipulated  for  Malcolm  was 
equivalent  to  about  i86,oco/.  of  modern  currency  ;  a 
peniion  fcarce  Feconcilcable  with  the  ftate  of  our  ex- 
chequer in  thofe  days.  If  the  fmaller  or  Sax^nic  mark 
be  meant  here  (which  had  not  yet  fallen  into  difufe,  as 
appears  by  the  calculations  by  it  in  the  laws  of  kif^ 
Henry  I.)  the  pealion  is  more  realbnable,  being  equi- 
valent to  about  35,coo/.  of  our  prefcnt  money.  1  his 
at  leaft  is  rather  to  be  admitted  than  the  account  of  the 
greater  part  of  our  hiftorians,  who  fef  down  the  pro- 
viiion  made  for  the  Scotttjh  king  at  tvjel've  marks  of  gold 
f€r  annum ^  which  amounts  but  to  72/^.  l^orman^  or 
i;oo/.  in  modem  money;  a  peniion  unworthy  the 
magnificence  of  Rufus^  and  too  mean^  for  any  reigning 
prince  to  accept, 

in^rks 
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asaarks  4if  repentance,  with  ^any  proxnifcs  of 
amendment  and  retribution,  particularly  for  hi« 
injuries  to  the  church.  To  give  credit  to  which 
good  refolutions,  he  immediately  filled  fevcral 
vacant  fees,  giving  that  of  Canterbury  to  Anfelm^  a 
foreigner  of  great  fame  for  piety  and  learning. 
But  as  it  is  the  difpofition  of  fneii  who  derive  their 
vices  from  their  complexions,  that  their  paflions 
-iifually  beat  ftrong  and  weak  with  their  puifes, 
fo  it  fared  with  this  prince,  who  upon  recovery 
of  his  health  foon  forgot  the  vows  he  had  made  in 
:his  ficknefs,  relapfmg  with  greater  violence  into 
the  fame  irregularities  of  injuftice  and  oppreffion, 
;Whereof  /Infelmy  the  new  archbifliop,  felt  the  firft 
eifefts.  T  his  prelate,  foon  after  bis  promotion, 
offered  the  king  a  fum  of  money  by  way  of  pre- 
sent f  ;  but  took  care  it  fiiould  be  fo  fmall,  that 

none 

f  This  whole  account  of  the  difference  between  the 
-king  and  the  archbifhop  is  taken  from  Eadmer,  a  monk 
^ot  Canterbury,  and  a  creature  of  u^n/elm  s.  A  benevo- 
lence had  been  demanded  from  all  the  nobility  and  the 
prelates  towards  the  expence  of  the  king's  expeditioa 
.to  Normandy  in  1C94.  Jf  Anfelmy  as  it  is  faid,  offered 
500/.  towards  it,  as  the  fhare  or  quota  of  his  own  fee, 
that  fum  (equivalent  to  at  leaft  11,500/.  of  our  cur- 
rency) was  far  greater  than  a  poor  Italian  monk  not 
yet  poffeffed  of  the  temporalities  of  Canterbury^  could 
Ibe  expected  to  raife,  and  what,  if  his  friends  could  ad- 
Stance  it  for  him,  the  neceffities  of  the  king  would  not 
fuffer  him  to  rejed :  fo  that  this  part  of  Eadmers  apo- 
logy for  his  patron  confutes  itfelf.  But  in  fadl,  the  true 
fburce  of  the  conteft  between  this  prelate  and  the  king 
Was,  the  former's  violent  attachment  to  one  of  the  con- 
tenders fbr  the  papacy,  Otho  of  Oflia,  ftyled  Urban  IL 
^yvhom,  when  Italy  had  fcarce  acknowledged  him,  (for 
in  IC91  the  antipope  Clement  111.  took  Rome^  and  the 
^caftle  of  St.  Angik^  and  drove  Vrbun  froi»  St.  Peter*% 
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Vioftemi^ht  Interpret  it  to  be  a  confideration  of  hf$ 
late  preferment.  The  king  rejefled  it  with  fcorn  ; 
and  3s  he  ufed  but  little  ceremony  in  fiich  matters, 
vinfiflcd  in  plain  terms  for  more.    Jtifelm  would 

not 

chair)  Jnfelm  would  imperiouny  impofe  on  the  king^, 
prelates,  and  whole  realm  of  Engird,  as  their  apoftolic 
^father  and  pontiff.  The  king  replied,  1  hat  his  prede- 
ceflbrs  in  Canterhuy^y  had  never  taken  fo  much  upon 
them  ;  and  that  when  two  popes  had  been  chofen,  his 
^declaring  for  either  without  approbation  of  the  king, 
iriis  ZTi  endeavour  to  pluck  from  his  fonjercigtCs  head  the 
'  crcnxin  /T/'England.    A  great  council  was  fummoned  on 
this  occafion  at  Rockingham^  Mar.  If,  loqr,  when  the 
'  jiobility  and  bifhops  infifted  on  Anfelmh  fubmiflion  to 
the  king  ;  he  pleaded  his  privilege  as  primate,  and 
would  be  judged hy  none  but  the  pope,  and  by  no  pope 
but  Urban  If.   It  was  however  there  determined,  that 
Anfelm  fiiould  not  demand  his  archiepifcopal  pall  of 
Urban  II.  unlefs  the  king  fhould  confent. '  All  the  pre- 
lates, except  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter^  fays  Du  Pin,  vre- 
Iblved  not  to  own  Anfelm  as  primate,  fo  long  as  he 
fhould  take  part  with  the  bifhop  of  OJlia  (Urban  II.) 
But  a  rebellion  which  broke  out  in  the  Empire,  wherein 
CoTtrad  the  emperor's  fon  rofe  in  arms  againft  his  father, 
proved  extremely  fortunate  both  for  Urban,  and  for  his 
fa6licus  inftrument  An/elm,    Wicked  Urban  was  the 
feducer  of  this  unnatural  fon  ;  and  the  price  of  his  be- 
nediflion  foon  appeared.    So  far  as  Co?zrad's  fword 
€OuId  influence,  Clement  III.  wa5  cjedled  :  fo  that  in 
J 095  Urban  wa.s  acknowledged  through  £i?;;iZ'/zr//v>  but 
as  yet  was  not  mailer  of  Rcjne.    Fortune  now  be- 
friended, and  even  Williajn  of  England  was  ready  to 
acknowledge  him.     Accordingly  this  pope  fent  an 
urcbiepifcopal  pall,  for  the  ceremony  of  the  king's  in- 
vefting  Atifelm  with  the  primacy :  but  the  haughty  monk 
refufed  the  invciliture  from  the  king's  hand,  and  obfti- 
Bately  perfifled,  until  the  pope's  meffengers  were  al- 
lowed tD  lay  the  pall  on  the  altar  of  Canterbury  cathe- 
dral ; 
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liot  comply;  and  the  king  enraged,  fought  all 
uccafions  to  make  him  uneafy  ;  until  at  length 
the  poor  archbifhop,  tired  out  with  perpetual 
ufurpations  (or  at  leaft  what  was  then  underftood 
to  be  fuch)  upon  his  jurifdiftion,  privileges,  and 
polleflions,  delired  the  king's  licence  for  a  journey- 
to  Rome  ;  and  upon  a  refufai  went  without  it.  As 
foon  as  he  was  withdrawn,  the  king  feized  on  all 
his  revenues,  converting  them  to  his  own  ufe, 
and  the  archbifhop  continued  an  exile  until  the 
fucceeding  reign. 

The  particulars  of  this  quarrel  between  the 
king  and  archbiftiop  are  not,  in  my  opinion, 
confiderable  enough  to  defcrve  a  place  in  this 
brief  coUedlion,  being  of  little  ufe  to  pofterity^ 
and  of  le(s  entertainment ;  neither  ftiould  I  have 
mentioned  it  at  all,  but  for  the  occafion  it  gives 
me  of  making  a  general  obfervation,  which  may- 
afford  fome  light  into  the  nature  and  difpofition  of 
thofe  ages.    Not  only  this  king's  father  and  him- 
felf,  but  the  princes  for  feveral  fucceflions,  of  the 
faireft  charadter,  have  been  feverely  taxed  for  vio- 
lating the  rights  of  the  clergy,  and  perhaps  not 
altogether  without  reafon.    It  is  true,  this  cha- 
rad,er  hath  made  the  lighter  impreffion,  as  pro- 
ceeding altogether  from  the  party  injured,  the 
cotemporary  writers  being  generally  churchmen  i 
and  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  the  ufurpations  of 
the  church  and  court  of  Rome  were  in  thofe  ages 

dral ;  whence  he  vouchfafed  to  take  it  (as  the  canting 
phrafe  was)  from  St,  Pcter^s  handy  although  the  king 
had  acknowledged  and  obliged  his  kingdom  to  acknow- 
ledge Urban  on  this  exprefs  condition.  That  he  Ihould 
be  gratified  with  delivering  Urbane  pall  to  the  arch- 
bifhop eledt.  Thus  Rufus,  who  would  not  be  bullied, 
was  at  laft  bubbled  by  a  prieit. 

9  .  rifen 
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fifen  to  tixch  heights,  as  to  be  altogether  incon* 
fiftent  either  with  the  legillaturc  or  adminiftratiort 
ef  any  independent  ftate  ;  the  inferiot  clergy  both 
fecular  and  regular,  infiftinig  upon  fuch  immuni- 
ties as  wholly  exempted  them  from  the  civil  poweri 
and  the  biftiops  remoxing  all  controverfies  witB 
the  crown  by  appeal  to  Rome :  for  they  reduced 
the  matter  to  ijiis  fhort  iffue,  That  God  was  to  be 
t>beyed  rather  than  men;  and  confequcntly  the 
bifhop  of  Rcme,  who  is  Chrift's  reprefentative^ 
rather  than  an  earthly  prince.  Neither  doth  it 
feem  improbable  that  all  Chrljiendom  would  have 
been  in  utter  vaffalage,  both  temporal ^d  fpiritual, 
to  the  Roman  fee,  if  the  Reformation  had  not  put 
a  flop  to  thofe  exorbitancves,  and  in  a  good  mca» 
fure  opened  the  eyes  even  of  thofe  princes  and 
ftates  who  ftill  adhere  to  the  doitrines  and  difci^ 
jpline  of  that  Church, 

While  the  king  continued  at  Glocejier^  MaU 
4olm  king  of  Scatland  came  to  bis  court,  with  in- 
tentions to  fettle  and  confirm  the  late  peace  be- 
tvv^een  them.  It  happened  that  a  controverfy  arofc 
about  fome  circumftances  relating  to  the  homage 
which  Malcolm  was  to  pay>  in  the  managing 
whereof  king  William  difcovered  fo  much  haugh- 
tinefs  and  difdain,  both  in  vswrds  and  geftures^ 
that  the  Scoitijh  prince,  provoked  by  fuch  unww- 
thy  treatment,  returned  home  with  indignation  j 
but  foon  came  back  at  the  head  of  a  powerful 
^rmy,  and,  entring  Northumberland  with  fire  and 
fword,  laid  all  wafte  before  him.  But  as  all  en-r 
terprizes  have  in  the  progrefs  of  them  a  tinfturd 
of  thofe  paiEons  by  which  they  were  fpirited  at 
firft,  fo  this  invafion  begun  upon  private  revenge^ 
which  is  a  blind  ungovernable  palHon,  was  carried 
•n  with  equal  precipitation,  and  proved  to  be 

Tuinou* 
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xuinous  m  the  event ;  for  Robert  Mcwlray^  carl 
of  Norihwnberlandj  to  prevent  the  deftraftion  of 
bis  own  country,  where  he  had  great  pofieifions, 
gathering  what  forces  he  could  fuddenly  raife, 
and  without  waiting  any  diredlions  from  the  king, 
marched  againrt:  the  Scots^  vi\to  were  then  fet 
down  before  Alnwick  caftle :  there,  by  an  ambufh, 
Malcolm  and  his  eldeft  fon  Edward  were  flain,  and 
the  army,  difcouraged  by  the  lofs  of  their  princes, 
entirely  defeated.  This  difafter  was  followed  ia 
a  few  days  by  the  death  of  queen  Margaret^  who, 
not  able  to  furvive  her  misfortunes,  died  for  grief. 
Neij^hcr  did  the  miferics  of  that  kingdom  end  till, 
•after  two  ufurpatiorisj  the  furvivsng  fon  of  Mal^ 
colm,  who  had  fled  to  England  for  refuge,  was  re- 
ftored  to  his  crown  by  the  alfiftance  of  king 

About  this  time  the  hidden  fparks  of  aniraofity 
between  the  two  brothers,  buried  but  not  extin- 
guiihed  in  the  laft  peace,  began  to  flame  out  inta 
new  diflenfions  :  duke  Robert  had  ofren  fent  his 
complaints  to  the  king  for  breach  of  articles,  but 
without  redrefs,  which  provoked  him  to  expoftu- 
Jate  in  a  rougher  manner,  till  at  length  he  charged 
the  king  in  plain  terms  with  injuliice  and  perjury  : 
but  no  men  are  found  to  endure  reproaches  with 
lefs  temper  than  thofe  who  moft  deferve  thetn  ; 
the  king,  at  the  fame  time  filled  with  indignation, 
and  ftung  with  guilt,  invaded  Normandy  a  fecond 
time,  rcfolving  to  reduce  his  brother  to  fuch  terms 
as  might  flop  all  further  complaints.  He  had 
already  taken  feveral  ftrong  holds,  by  force  either 
of  arms  or  of  money,  and  intending  intirely  to 
fubdue  the  duchy,  gave  orders  to  have  twenty 
thoufand  men  immediately  raifed  in  England^  apd 
Ant  over  to  hinfu    The  duk^,  to  defend  hrmfelf 

againft 
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agalnfl  thefe  formidable  preperations,  had  recourfe  : 
again  to  his  old  ally  the  king  of  France^  who  very 
readily  advanced  with  an  army  to  his  affiftance, 
as  an  aftion  wherein  he  could  every  way  find 
i)is  own  accounts ;  for,  befide  the  appearance  of 
glory  and  juftice  by  prote£ling  the  injured,  he 
fought  indeed  his  own  battle,  by  preferving  his 
neighbouring  ftate  in  the  hands  of  a  peaceful 
prince,  from  fo  powerful  and  reftlefs  an  enemy  as 
the  king  of  England  \  and  was  largely  paid  for  his 
trouble  into  the  bargain  :  for  king  IVilliam^  either 
loth  to  engage  in  a  long  and  dangerous  war,  or 
iiaftened  back  by  intelligence  of  fome  troubles 
from  TValeSj  fent  offers  to  his  army,  juft  ready  to 
.embark  for  Normandy^  that  upon  payment  of  ten 
fliillings  a  man  they  might  have  leave  to  return 
to  their  own  homes.  This  bargain  was  generally 
accepted ;  the  money  was  paid  to  the  king  of 
France^  who  immediately  withdrew  his  troops ; 
and  king  William^  now  mafter  of  the  conditions, 
forced  his  brother  to  a  peace  upon  much  harder 
terms  than  before. 

In  this  paflage  there  are  fome  circymftanccs 
which  may  appear  odd  and  unaccountable  to  thofe 
.who  will  not  give  due  allowance  for  the  difference 
of  times  and  manners  :  that  an  abfent  prince,  en- 
gaged in  an  unjufl  war  with  his  own  brother,  and 
ill- beloved  at  home,  fliould  have  fo  much  power 
and  credit,  as  by  his  commiflion  to  raife  twenty 
thoufand  men  on  a  fudden,  only  as  a  recruit  to 
the  army  he  had  already  with  him  ;  that  he  fliould 
have  a  fleet  prepared  ready,  and  large  enough  to 
tranfport  fo  great  a  number  ;  that  upon  the  very 
point  of  embarking  he  fliould  fend  them  fo  dis- 
graceful art  offer  ;  and  that  fo  great  a  number  of 
common  foldiers  fliould  be.able-^nd  willing  to  p^y 

fuch 
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ruch  a  fum  of  money  *5  equal  to  at  leaft  twelve 
times  as  much  in  our  times  f  ;  and  that,'  after 
being  thus  deluded  and  fpoiled  at  once,  they 
fliould  peaceably  diiband  and  retire  to  their  feveral 
homes.  But  all  this  will  be  Icfs  difficult  to  com- 
prehend, when  we  refle£l  on  the  method  of  raifing 
and  fupporting  armies,  very  difFeient  from  ours, 
which  was  then  in  ufe,  and  fo  continued  for  mariy 
acres  after.    All  men  who  had  lands  in  capiie  were 

o  ...  . 

bound  to  attend  the  king  in  his  wars  with  a  pro- 
portioned number  of  foldiers,  v;ho  were  their 
tenants  on  eafy  rents  in  confideration  of  military 
fervice.  This  was  but  the  work  of  a  few  days, 
and  the  troops  confifted  of  fuch  men  as  were  able 
to  maintain  their  own  charges  either  at  home  or 
abroad  :  nether  was  there  any  reafon  to  apprehend 
that  foldiers  would  ever  become  inftruments  for 

*  The  Saxo?i  Chronicle,  Simeon  Dunelmenjjs,  and  Mat* 
thenjo  Paris  fay.  That  Ralf  the  treafurer  took  from  the 
men  the  money  which  had  been  paid  them  for  their 
maintenance.  Yes,  fays  Sir  Henry  Spehnan,  the  money ' 
which  the  country  had  allowed  them  for  their  fubfiil- 
ence  ;  fo  that  if  each  man  paid  ten  (hillings,  it  might 
not  be  from  his  own  purfe. 

f  it  might  more  juftly  be  faid,  equal  to  four  and 
twenty  times  as  much  in  our  times :  for  the  genuine 
ilver  in  the  fum  of  ten  Ihillings  of  Norman  tale,  was  of 
equal  weight  with  the  filver  that  is  found  in  twenty-nine 
Ihillings  of  our  prefcnt  ftandard  coin  ;      e,  weighed  5 
oz.  and  about  13  pwt,  and  each  ounce  of  filver  was  at 
that  time  worth  at  leaft  eight  times  more  than  at  pre- 
fent.    Whence  we  may  colled,  that  ten  Ihillings  of 
Rufus^s  money  was  equivalent  to  at  leaft  twelve  pounds 
fterl.  of  our  prefent  currency.  The  curious  reader  may 
-  confult  bilhop  Fleetwood's  Chronicon  freciofumy  and  a  fy- 
:  noptical  table  of  the  variations  in  the  ftandard  of  Englijh 
'  coin,  by  Martin  FclkeSy  Efq;  publiftied  in  an  anony- 
mous EJ/ay  upon  Money  a  fid  Coins » 
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introducing  flavery,  who  held  fo  great  a  fliare  in 
the  property. 

The  king,  upon  his  return  from  Normandy^ 
made  an  unfuccefsful  expedition  againft  the  Weljh^ 
who  upon  the  advantages  of  his  abfence  had,  ac- 
cording to  their  ufual  cuftom,  made  cruel  inroads 
upon  the  adjoining  counties  of  Chejler^  Shrew/burj^ 
and  Hereford.     Upon  the  king's  approach  they 
fled  into  their  faftneffes  among  the  mountains, 
where  he  purfued  them  for  fome  time  with  great 
rage  and  vexation,  as  well  as  the  lofs  of  great 
numbers  of  his  men,  to  no  purpofe.    From  hence 
he  was  recalled  by  a  more  formidable  enemy 
nearer  home  :  for  Robert  earl  of  Northumberland^ 
overrating  his  late  fervices  againft  the  Scots^  as 
much  perhaps  and  as  unjuftly  as  they  were  under- 
valued by  the  king,  refufed  to  come  to  his  court, 
which,  in  thofe  days,  was  looked  on  as  the  firft 
ufual  mark  of  difcontent  in  a  nobleman  ;  and 
was  often  charged  by  princes  as  a  formal  accufa- 
tion.    The  earl  having  difobeyed  the  king's  fum- 
mons,  and  concerted  matters  with  other  accom- 
plices, broke  out  into  open  rebellion,  with  inten- 
tions to  depofe  king  William^  and  fet  up  Stephen 
earl  of  Albemarle^  fon  of  a  fifter  to  Williatn  the 
Conqueror :  but  all  was  prevented  by  the  celerity 
of  this  aftive  prince ;  who,  knowing  that  infur- 
reftions  are  beft  quelled   in   their  beginnings, 
marched  with  incredible  fpeed,  and  furprized  the 
rebels  at  Newcajile^  took  the  caftles  of  Tinmoutb 
and  Bamburgh  *  ;  where  the  obftinacy  of  the  de- 
fendants provoked  him,  contrary  to  his  nature,  to 
commit  cruelties  upon  their  perfons,  by  cutting 
off"  their  hands  and  ears,  and  other  the  like  inhu- 
manities-   The  earl  himfelf  was  taken  prifoner 

*  Now  called  Bamlorough. 

as 


(     227  ) 

as  he  endeavoured  to  make  his  efcape  ;  but  fuffered 
no  other  punifhment  than  to  be  confined  for  the 
reft  of  his  life  %. 

About  this  time  began  the  Holy  War  for  reco- 
vering of  Palejilne ;  w^hich  having  not  been  the 
enterprize  of  any  one  prince  or  ftate,  but  that 
wherein  moft  in  Chrijiendom  had  a  (hare,  it  cannot 
with  juftice  be  filently  pafled  over  in  the  hiftory  of 
any  nation. 

Pope  Urban  the  fecond,  in  a  council  at  Ckrmonty 
made  a  pathetic  exhortation,  flievving  with  what 
danger  and  indignity  to  Chrijlendom  the  Turks  and 
Sarcicem  had,  for  ibme  ages,  not  only  overrun  zlly^fia 
and  Africa^  where  Chrillianity  had  long  flourillied  ; 
but  had  alfo  made  encroachments  into  Europe^ 
where  they  had  entirely  fubdued  Spain^  and  fome 
other  parts  ;  that  Jerujalem^  the  holy  city,  where 
our  Saviour  did  fo  many  miracles,  and  where  his 
fepulchre  ftill  remained,  to  the  fcandal  of  the 
Chriftian  name,  lay  groaning  under  the  tyranny 
of  Infidels  ;  that  the  fvvords  which  Chriftian 
princes  had  drawn  againft  each  other,  ought  to 
be  turned  againft  the  common  enemy  of  their 
name  and  religion  ;  that  this  (liquid  be  reckoned 
an  ^mple  fatisfaftlon  for  all  their  paft  fins  ;  that 
thofe  who  died  in  this  expedition  fhould  immedi- 
ately go  to  heaven,  and  the  furvivors  would  be 
blefled  with  the  fight  of  our  Lord's  fepulchre. 

Moved  by  thefe  aro:uments,  and  the  influence 
of  the  perfon  who  delivered  them,  feveral  nobles 
and  prelates  immediately  took  upon  them  the 
Crofs  ;  and  the  council  diflTolving  in  this  high 
fiit  of  zeal,  the  clergy,  upon  their  return  home, 
prevailed  fo  far  in  their  feveral  countries,  that  iri 
moft  parts  of  Europe  fome  great  prince  or  lord 

X  Which  was  thirty  years. 
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became  a  vofary  for  The  Holy  Land-y  as  Hugh  the 
Great^  brother  to  the  king  of  France -y  Godfrey 
duke  of  Lorrain 'y  Reimcnd  count  of  Touloufe  \ 
Robert  duke  of  Normandy^  and  many  others.  Nei- 
ther ought  it  to  be  forgotten,  that  moft  of  thefe 
noble  and  generous  princes,  wanting  money  to 
maintain  the  forces  they  had  raifed,  pawned  their 
dominions  to  thofe  very  prelates  who  had  firft 
engaged  them  in  this  enterprize  :  doubtlefs  a  no- 
table mark  of  the  force  of  oratory  in  the  church- 
men of  thofe  ages,  who  were  able  to  infpire  that 
devotion  into  others,  whereof  they  feemed  fo  little 
fenfible  themfelves. 

But  a  great  ftiare  in  the  honour  of  promoting 
this  religious  war,  is  attributed  to  the  zeal  and 
induftry  of  a  certain  French  prieft,  commonly 
called  Peter  the  Hermit  \  who  being  at  Jerufalem 
upon  a  pilgrimage  fome  time  before,  and  entering 
often  into  private  treaty  with  the  patriarch  of  that 
city,  came  back  fully  inftrufted  in  all  the  meafureg 
neceffary  for  fuch  a  war :  to  thefe  was  joined  the 
artifice  of  certain  dreams  and  vifions  that  might 
pafs  for  divine  admonition  :  all  which,  added  to 
the  piety  of  his  exhortations,  gave  him  fuch  credit 
with  the  pope,  and  feveral  princes  of  Chrijiendom^ 
that  he  becam.e  in  his  own  perfon  the  leader  of  a 
great  army  againft  the  Infidels,  and  was  very  in- 
ftrumental  for  engaging  many  others  in  the  fame 
defign. 

What  a  fpirit  was  thus  raifed  in  Chrijiendom 
among  all  forts  of  men,  cannot  better  be  conceived 
than  from  the  vaft  nun^bers  of  thefe  warlike  pil- 
grims :  who,  at  the  fiege  of  Nice^  are  faid  to  have 
confided  of  600,000  foot,  and  100,000  horfe  ; 
and  the  fuccefs  at  firft  was  anfwerable  to  the  great* 
riefs  of  their  numbers,  the  valour  of  their  leaders, 

and 


(     229  ) 


and  the  unlverfal  opinion  of  fuch  a  caufe ;  for, 
bcfides  feveral  famous  victories  in  the  field,  not  to 
mention  the  towns  of  lefs  importance,  they  took 
Nice^  Antioch^  and  at  laft  Jerufalem^  where  duke 
Godfrey  was  chofen  king  without  competition. 
But  zeal,  with  a  mixture  of  enthufiafm,  as  I  take 
this  to  have  been,  is  a  compofition  only  fit  for 
fudden  enterprizes,  like  a  great  ferment  in  the 
blood,  giving  double  courage  and  ftrength  for  the  * 
time,  until  it  fink  and  fettle  by  nature  into  its  old 
channel  :  for,  in  a  few  years  the  piety  of  thefc 
adventurers  began  to  flacken,  and  give  way  to 
fadlion  and  envy,  the  natural  corruptions  of  all 
confederacies  :  however,  to  this  fpirit  of  devotion 
there  fucceeded  a  fpirit  of  honour,  which  long 
continued  the  vein  and  humour  of  the  times ;  and 
the  Holy  Land  became  either  a  fchool,  wherein 
young  princes  went  to  learn  the  art  of  war,  or  a 
iccne  wherein  they  afFefled  to  fhew  their  valour,  . 
and  gain  reputation,  when  they  were  weary  of 
peace  at  home. 

The  Chriftians  held  pofleffion  of  Jerufahm  above 
eighty  years  *,  and  continued  their  expeditions  to 
the  Holy  Land  almoft  as  many  more,  with  various 
events  ;  and  after  they  were  entirely  driven  out  of 
uljia^  the  popes  have  almoft  in  every  age  endea- 
voured in  vain  to  promote  new  crufadoes  ;  neither 
docs  this  fpirit  feem  quite  extinft  among  us  even 
to  this  day  ;  the  ufual  prv^je£ls  of  fanguine  men 
for  uniting  Chrijiendom  againft  the  Turk^  being 
without  doubt  a  traditional  way  of  talk  derived  to 
us  from  the  fame  fountain. 

Roberty  in  order  to  furnifh  himfelf  out  for  this 
war,  pawned  his  duchy  to  the  king  for  10,000 


*  They  held  it  eighty-eight  years;  {xomjvly  1099, 
Oaohir  1187. 
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marks  of  gold  f  S  which  fum  was  levied  with  fo 
many  circumftances  of  rigor  and  exailion,  tow- 
ards the  church  and  laity,  as  very  much  encreafed 
the  difcontents  of  both  againft  the  prince. 

1099.  I  ftiall  record  one  afl  of  this  king's, 
which  being  chiefly  perfonal,  may  pafs  rather  for 
a  part  of  his  charadler,  than  a  point  of  hiftory. 

As  he  was  hunting  one  day  in  the  New  Forejly 
a  mefTenger  exprefs  from  Normandy^  brought  him 
intelligence  that  Helie^  count  de  la  Fleche^  had 
laid  clofe  fiege  to  Mans^  and  expected  to  carry  the 
town  in  a  few  days;  the  king  leaving  his  chace, 
commanded  fome  about  him  to  point  whereabout 
Mans  lay ;  and  fo  rode  ftraight  on  without  refledtion, 
until  he  came  to  (he  coaft.  His  attendants  advifed 
him  to  u'ait  until  he  had  made  preparations  of  men 
and  money;  to  which  he  only  returned;  *'7^heythat 

love  me,  will  follow  me/'  He  entered  the  Ihip  in 
a  violent  ftorm ;  which  the  mariners  beholding  with 
aftonifhment,  at  length  in  great  humility  gave  him 
warning  of  the  danger  ;  but  the  king  commanded 
them  inftantly  to  put  off  to  fea,  and  not  be  afraid ; 
for  he  had  never  in  his  life  heard  of  any  king  that 
was  drowned.  In  a  few  days  he  drove  the  enemy 
from  before  the  city,  and  took  the  count  himfelf 
prifoner,  who  raging  at  his  defeat  and  captivity, 
exclaimed  J,     That  this  blow  was  from  Fortune; 

but 

-f-  Equal  to  1,400,000/.  as  money  pafles  now. 

J  There  is  fo  much  pleafautry  and  humour,  as  well 
as  fpirit  and  heroifm  in  thic  ftory,  as  we  have  it  record- 
ed by  William  de  Malmfhuryy  who  reprefents  the  menace 
as  thrown  out  in  the  king's  prefence,  that  I  lhali  make 
no  apology  for  fetting  down  his  v/ords  at  length. 

Author  turbarum  Helias  capitur  :  cui  ad  fe  addudlo 
**  rex  ludibundus,  '  Habeo  te,  magiiler,  inquit.'  At 
"  ille,  cujus  alta  nobilitas  nefciret  €tiam  in  tan  to  peri- 

culo 
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but  Valour  could  make  reprifals,  as  he  fhould 

(hew,  if  ever  he  regained  his  liberty."  This 
being  told  the  king,  he  fent  for  the  count,  let 
him  underftand  that  he  had  heard  of  his  menaces, 
then  gave  him  a  fine  horfe,  bid  him  begone  im- 
mediately, and  defyed  him  to  do  his  worft. 

It  would  have  been  an  injury  to  this  prince's 
memory,  to  let  pafs  an  action,  by  which  he  ac- 
quired more  honor  than  from  any  other  in  his 
life,  and  by  which  it  appeared  that  he  was  not 
without  fome  feeds  of  magnanimity,  had  they 
been  better  cultivated,  or  not  overrun  by  the  num- 
ber or  prevalency  of  his  vices. 

I  have  met  with  nothing  elfe  in  this  king's  reign 
that  deferved  to  be  remembred  ;  for,  as  to  an  un* 
fuccefsful  expedition  or  two  againft  Wales ^  either 
by  himfelf  or  his  generals  ;  they  were  very  incon- 
fiderable  both  in  a£tion  and  event,  nor  attended 
with  any  circumftances  that  might  render  a  rela- 
lation  of  them  of  any  ufe  to  pofterity,  either  for 
inftrudtion  or  example* 

His  death  was  violent  and  unexpefted,  the  ef- 
fect of  cafualty  ;  although  this  perhaps  is  the  only 
misfortune  of  life  to  which  the  perfon  of  a  prince 
is  generally  lefs  fubjedl  than  that  of  other  men. 
Being  at  his  beloved  exercife  of  hunting  in  the 
New  Foreji  in  Hampjhire^  a  large  flag  croffed  the 

"  culo  fapere ;  *  Fortuito,  inquit,  me  cepifli :  fi  pof- 
**  fum  evadere,  novi  quid  facerem.'    Tunc  Williel- 
mus,  prae  furore  fere  extra  fe  profitus,  Sc  obtuens 
**  Heliam,  *  Tu,  inquit,  nebulo,  tu  quid  faceres! 
Difcede ;  abi ;  fuge.    Concedo  tibi  ut  facias  quic- 
quid  poteris :  et  per  vultum  de  Luca,  nihil  fi  me 
viceris,  nihil  pro  hac  venia  tecum  pacifcar."    r.  e. 
By  the  face  of  St.  Luke^  if  thou  fhouldft  have  the  for- 
tune to  conquer  me,  I  fcorn  to  compound  with  thee 
for  my  releafe. 

0^4  way 
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Way  before  him,  the  king  hot  on  his  game,  cryed 
out  in  hafte  to  TValter  Tyrrel^  a  knight  of  his  at- 
tendants, to  Ihoot ;  Tyrrel^  immediately  let  fly  his 
arrow,  which  glancing  againfl:  a  tree,  ftruck  the 
Icing  through  the  heart,  who  fell. dead  to  the 
ground  without  fpeaking  a  word.  Upon  the  fur- 
prife  of  this  accident,  all  his  attendants,  and 
TTyrrel"^  among  the  reft,  fled  different  ways  ;  un- 
til the  fright  being  a  little  over,  fome  of  them 
returned,  and  caufing  the  body  to  be  laid  in  a 
collier's  cart,  for  want  of  other  conveniency,  con- 
veyed it  in  a  very  unbecoming  contemptuous  man- 
ne|:  to  Winchejier^  where  it  was  buried  the  next 
tlay  without  folemnity,  and  which  is  worfe,  with- 
out grief. 

I  fliall  conclude  the  hifl:ory  of  this  prince's 
reign,  with  a  defcription  and  charafter  of  his  body 
and  mind,  impartially  from  the  colle£tions  I  have 
made;  which  method  I  ftiall  obferve  likewife  in 
^11  the  fucceeding  reigns. 

He  was  in  ftature  fomewhat  below  the  ufual 
fize,  and  big-bellyed,  but  he  was  well  and  ftrongly 
knit.  ,  His  hair  was  yellow  or  fandy  ;  his  face 
red,  which  got  him  the  name  of  Rufus ;  his  fore- 
head flat;  his  eyes  were  fpotted,  and  appeared  of 
different  colours  ;  he  was  apt  to  flutter  in  fpeak- 
ing, efpecially  when  he  was  angry  ;  he  was  vi- 
gorous and  a£live,  and  very  hardy  to  endure  fa- 
tigues, which  he  owed  to  a  good  conftitution  of 
health,  and  the  frequent  exercife  of  hunting ;  in 
his  drefs  he  affe6led  gay*  ty  and  expence,  which 
having  been  firft  introduced  by  this  prince  into 
his  court  and  kingdom,  grew,  in  fucceeding  reigns, 
.'an  imolerable  grievance.  He  alfo  firft  brought 
in  among  us  the  luxury  and  profufion  of  great 

*  Yet  Eadmer  faith.  That  Tyrrel  told  him,  he  had 
not  been  in  the  Foreft  that  day. 

tables. 
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tables.  There  was  in  him,  as  In  all  other  men, 
a  mixture  of  virtues  and  vices,  and  that  in  a 
pretty  equal  degree,  only  the  misfortune  was,  that 
the  latter,  although  not  more  numerous,  were  yet 
much  more  prevalent  than  the  former.  For  being 
entirely  a  man  of  plcafure,  this  made  him  facrifice 
all  his  good  qualities,  and  gave  him  too  many 
occafions  of  producing  his  ill  ones.  He  had  one 
very  Angular  virtue  for  a  prince,  which  was  that 
of  being  true  to  his  word  and  promife  f  :  he  was 
of  undoubted  perfonal  valour,  whereof  the  writers 
in  thofe  ages  produce  feveral  inftances  ;  nor  did 
he  want  (kill  and  conduit  in  the  procefs  of  war. 
But,  his  peculiar  excellency,  was  that  of  great 
difpatch,  which,  however  ufually  decried,  and  al- 
lowed to  be  only  a  happy  temerity,  does  often  an- 
fwer  all  the  ends  of  fecrecy  and  counfel  in  a  great 
commander,  by  furprifing  and  daunting  an  enemy 
when  he  leaft  expe£ls  it ;  as  may  appear  by  the 
grcateft  aftipns  and  events  upon  the  records  of 
every  nation. 

He  was  a  man  of  found  natural  fenfe,  as  well 
as  of  wit  and  humour,  upon  occafion.  There 
were  feveral  tenets  in  the  Romtjh  church  he  could 
not  digeft  ;  particularly  that  of  the  faints'  inter- 
celEon  ;  and  living  in  an  age  overrun  with  fuper- 
ftition,  he  went  fo  far  into  the  other  extream,  as 
to  be  cenfured  for  an  Atheift,  The  day  before 
his  death,  a  monk  relating  a  terrible  dream,  which 
feemed  to  forbode  him  fome  misfortune,  the  king 
being  told  the  matter,  turned  it  into  a  jeft  ;  faid. 
The  man  was  a  Monk,  and  dreamt  like  a  Monk, 

f  Yet  he  was  fometimes  guilty  of  breach  of  his 
faith  in  treaties.  But,  he  is  not  the  only  prince  who 
in  different  charaders  had  different  meafures  of  right 
and  wrong  ;  a  public  and  a  private  confcicncc. 

for 
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for  lucre  fake  ;  and  therefore  commanded  Fitz^ 
hamon  to  give  him  an  hundred  (hillings,  that  he 
might  not  complain  he  had  dreamt  to  no  purpofe. 

His  vices  appear  to  have  been  rather  derived 
from  the  tem.per  of  his  body,  than  any  original 
depravity  of  his  mind  ;  for  being  of  a  fanguine 
complexion,  wholly  bent  upon  his  pleafurcs,  and 
prodigal  in  his  nature,  he  became  ehgaged  in  great 
cxpences  *.  To  fupply  thefe,  the  people  vi^ere 
perpetually  opprelTed  with  illegal  taxes  and  exac- 
tions ;  but  that  fort  of  avarice  which  arifes  from 
prodigality  and  vice,  as  it  is  always  needy,  fo  it  is 
much  more  ravenous  and  violent  than  the  other, 
which  put  the  king  and  his  evil  inftruments 
(among  whom  Ralphs  bifliop  of  Durham^  is  of 
fpecial  infamy)  upon  thofe  pernicious  methods  of 
gratifying  his  extravagances  by  all  manner  of  op- 
preffion  ;  whereof  fome  are  already  mentionedj  and 
others  are  too  foul  to  relate. 

-He  is  generally  taxed  by  writers  for  difcovering 
a  contempt  of  religion  in  his  common  difcourfe 
and  behaviour ;  which  I  take  to  have  rifen  from 
the  fame  fountain,  being  a  point  of  art,  and  a 
known  expedient,  for  men  '^ho  cannot  quit  their 

*  Not  from  his  attachment  to  grolTer  pleafures ;  but 
from  his  vanity,  ftudy  of  magnificence,  buildings,  af- 
fedation  of  generofity,  and  profufenefs  in  rewarding 
the  bravery  of  his  foldiers.  The  Monks  bring  againft 
him  a  general  charge  of  incontinency  ;  but  mention  no 
particulars :  No  fpurious  ifTue  is  heard  of ;  no  miftrefs 
raifed  to  rank  and  fplendour  ;  not  the  name  of  any  of 
his  private  favourites  has  reached  us.  Had  he  been  as 
tractable  to  Anfelmy  as  Edgar  was  to  Dunjicn ;  had  he 
laid  his  fceptre  under  the  feet  of  that  infolent  bigot ; 
the  fame  Monks  would  have  celebrated  his  piety,  and 
palliated  his  failings  ;  as  the  popes  were  equally  grate- 
ful to  Dun/ion,  Anfehn^  and  Becket,  by  exalting  thofe 
incendiaries  into  faints, 

im- 
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immoralities,  at  leaft  to  banifli  all  reflexions  that 
may  difturb  them  in  the  enjoyment,  which  muft 
be  doneeither  by  not  thinking  of  religion  at  all  ;  or 
if  it  will  obtrude,  by  putting  it  out  of  countenance. 

Yet  there  is  one  inftance  that  might  (hew  him 
to  have  fome  fenfe  of  religion  as  well  as  juftice. 
When  two  Monks  were  outvying  each  other  in 
canting  the  price  of  an  abbey,  he  obfervcd  a  third 
at  fome  diftance,  who  faid  never  a  word  ;  th& 
king  demanded  why  he  would  not  offer  ;  the  Monk 
faid,  he  was  poor,  and  befides,  would  give  no- 
thing if  he  were  ever  fo  rich  ;  the  king  replyed. 
Then  you  are  the  fitteft  perfon  to  have  it,  and 
immediately  gave  it  him.  But  this  is,  perhaps 
with  reafon  enough,  affigned  more  to  caprice  than 
confcience  ,  for  he  was  under  the  power  of  every 
humour  and  paffion  that  pofTefled  him  for  the  pre- 
fent ;  which  made  him  obftinate  in  his  refolves, 
and  unfteady  in  the  profecution. 

He  had  one  vice  or  folly  that  feemed  rooted  in 
his  mind,  and  of  all  others,  moft  unbefitting  a 
prince  2  This  was,  a  proud  difdainful  manner, 
both  in  his  words  and  gefture  ;  and  having  already 
loft  the  love  of  his  fubje£ls  by  his  avarice  and 
oppreffion,  this  finifhed  the  work,  by  bringing 
him  into  contempt  and  hatred  among  his  fervants  ; 
fo  that  few  among  the  worft  of  princes  have  had 
the  luck  to  be  fo  ill-beloved,  or  fo  little  lamented. 

He  never  married,  having  an  invincible  abhor- 
rence for  the  ftate,  although  not  for  the  fex. 

He  died  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  reign,  the 
forty-third  of  his  age,  and  of  Chri/f  iioo,  ^^ugujl  2. 

His  works  of  piety  were  few,  but  in  buildings 
iie  was  very  expenfive,  exceeding  any  king  of  itw^if- 
land  before  or  fmce,  among  which  IViJiyniJier-HaiU 
Wind/or- Cajile^  the  Tower  of  London^  and  the 
whole  city  of  CarUjle^  remain  lafting  monuments 
of  his  magnificence. 
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The  REIGN  of 

Henry  the  first. 

'JP  HIS  prince  was  the  youngeft  fon  of  William 
the  Conqueror^  and  bred  to  more  learning  than  was 
ufual  in  that  age,  or  to  his  rank,  which  got  him 
the  furname  of  Beauclerc  ;  the  reputation  whereof, 
together  with  his  being  born  in  England^  and  born 
fon  of  a  king,  although  of  little  weight  in  them- 
felves,  did  very  much  ftrengthen  his  pretenfions 
with  the  people.  Befides,  he  had  the  fame  ad- 
vantage of  his  brother  Roherfs  abfence,  which 
had  proved  before  fo  fuccefsful  to  RufuSy  whofe 
treafures  he  likewife  feized  on  immediately  at  his 
death,  after  the  fame  manner,  and  for  the  fame 
end,  as  Rufus  did  thofe  of  his  father  the  Con^ 
qiieror,  Robert  had  been  now  five  years  abfent  in 
the  Holy  IVar^  where  he  acquitted  himfelf  with 
glory ;  and  although  he  was  now  in  Apulia^  upon 
his  return  homeward,  yet  the  nobles  pretending 
not  to  know  what  was  become  of  him,  and 
others  giving  out  that  he  had  been  elefted  king  of 
yeriffalemy  Henry  laid  hold  of  the  occafion,  and 
calling  together  an  affembly  of  the  clergy,  nobles, 
and  people  of  the  realm  at  Londoriy  upon  his  pro- 
mifes  to  reftore  king  Edward^s  laws,  and  redrefs 
the  grievances  which  had  been  introduced  by  his 
father  and  brother,  they  confented  to  ele£t  him 
king  *.     Immediately  after  his  coronation,  he 

pro- 

*  Notwithftandlng  the  phrafe  ele^^us  eft  be  ufed  oa 
this  very  occafion  by  Henry  of  Huntingdon,  and  William 
©f  Malmejburj,  there  feems  to  be  amanifefl  impropriety 

in 


(   237  ) 


proceeded  upon  reforming  the  abufes  of  the  late 
reign  he  baniftied  diflblute  pcrfons  from  the 
court,  who  had  long  infefted  it  under  the  protec- 
tion and  example  of  Rufus ;  he  reftored  the  peo- 
ple to  the  ufe  of  lights  in  the  night,  which  the 
Conqueror  had  forbidden,  after  a  certain  hour,  by 
the  ringing  of  a  bell.  Then  he  publifiied  his 
charter,  and  ordered  a  copy  thereof  to  be  taken 
for  every  county  in  England.  This  charter  was  in 
fubftance;  The  freedom  of  Mother  Church  from 
former  opprefiions ;  leave  to  the  heirs  of  nobles 
to  fucceed  in  the  pofleflion  of  their  lands,  with- 
out being  obliged  to  redeem  them,  only  paying 
to  the  king  a  moderate  relief  *  ^  abolition  of  fines 

for 

in  It.  The  barons  convened  at  London y  upon  news  of 
WilUam'^  death,  pretended  to  no  power  of  eleding  a 
monarch,  but  of  declaring  to  whom  the  crown  lia  d  de- 
volved. A  falfe  charge  of  illegitimacy  was  made  ufe 
of  to  deflroy  the  title  of  Robert,  Imfo/uerunt  ei  illegiti^ 
matem,  quod  non  fuerat  procreatus  de  legitimo  thoro  WiU 
lielmi  Conquejioris  ;  uiide  unanimi  ajjenfu  fuo  ipfum  reju" 
ta^erunt,       pro  Rege  omnim  recuja^erunt^  Henricum 

fratrem  in  Regem  creaverunt,  Knyghton.  The  body  of 
barons,  or  great  council  of  the  land,  were  in  all  fuch 
emergencies  deemed  the  interpreters  or  judges  of  the 
law  of  fuccelTion. 

*  This  was  in  appearance  a  very  important  concef- 
fion,  and  yet  proved  of  little  ufe ;  for  fo  long  as  the 
meafure  and  proportion  of  fuch  rehef  (or  fine  upon  ad- 
mittance) was  left  undetermined,  a  door  was  ftill  open 

,  for  grievous  exadlions.  Whence  the  barons,  in  their  fa- 
mous convention  with  ^ngjohny  obliged  him  to  fet  Ic 
the  relief  their  heirs,  at  loo  pounds  for  an  earl's 
barony,  loo  marks  for  a  common  barony,  and  ico 
Ihillings  for  a  knight's  fief;  which  was  the  ancient 
fine  upon  fucceflion,  and  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  fourth 
part  of  the  yearly  income  of  therelpedive  inheritances. 

Sec 
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for  licence  of  marriage  to  their  heirefles  ;  a  pro-| 
mife  of  not  refufmg  fuch  licence,  unlefs  the  match  ^] 
propofed  be  with  the  king's  enemy  *,  iffc,  the^S 
next  of  kin  to  be  guardians  of  the  lands  of  or-  | 
phans  ;  punifhments  for  coiners  of  falfe  money  ; 
a  confirmation  of  St,  Edward^s  lav/s ;  and  a  ge-  \ 
neral  amnefty,  ^ 

About  the  fame  time  he  performed  two  afts  of 
juftice,  which,  by  gratifying  the  revenge  and  the 
love  of  the  people,  gained  very  much  upon  their 
affections  to  his  perfon  :  the  firfl:  was,  to  imprifon 
Ralph  biihop  of  Durham^  who  having  been  raifed 
by  the  late  king  from  a  mean  and  fordid  birth  to 
be  his  prime  confident  and  minifter,  became  the 
chief  inftrument,  as  well  as  contriver,  of  all  his 
oppreffions  :  the  fecond  was,  in  recalling  and  re- 
ftoring  archbiftiop  AnfelrUy  who  having  been  forced 
by  the  continual  penecutions  of  the  fame  prince, 
to  leave  England.^  had  lived  ever  fince  in  baniCh- 
ment,  and  deprived  of  all  his  revenues. 

The  king  had  not  been  many  months  on  his 
throne,  when  the  news  came  that  duke  Robert^ 
returned  from  the  Holy  Land^  was  received  by 

See  Magna  Charta,  art.  3.    "  Ha^res  fuus  plems  atatis 

<<   habeat  hareditatem  fuam  per  antiquum  rele^vium  ; 

''^  fcil.  hares  comitis,  &c."  That  there  were  very  great 
abufes  in  this  branch  of  the  royal  revenue  in  the  pre- 
ceding reign,  may  appear  from  the  relief  exadled  of  Ro- 
bert de  Belejme  earl  of  Shre-ivjlury,  upon  his  fucceding 
in  1 09  S  to  the  baronies  of  his  eider  brother  :  this,  we  are 
told  by  Ordericus  Fifalis,  was  3000  /.  an  enormous  fum 
in  thofe  times,  and  equivalent  to  about  69,700  /.  in 
the  prefent.  A  nobleman,  reduced  to  compound  in 
this  manner  with  the  crown,  before  he  could  have 
legal  poffeflion  of  his  paternal  eltate,  might  well  be 
faid  to  redeem  ir. 

*  ;  e.  wit\\  a  traitor  or  malecontent. 

9  his 
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his  fubje£ls  with  great  marks  of  joy  and  honour, 
and  in  univerlal  reputation  for  his  valour  and  fuc-^ 
^efs  againfl:  the  Infidels  :  foon  after  which,  Ralph 
bifhop  of  Durham^  either  by  the  negligence  or 
corruption  of  his  keepers,  efcaped  out  of  prifon^ 
and  fled  over  to  the  duke ;  whom  he  ftirred  up  to 
renew  and  folicit  his  pretenlions  to  the  crown  of 
England^  by  writing  to  feveral  nobles,  w^ho,  either 
through  old  friendfhip,,  or  new  difcontent,  or  an 
opinion  of  his  title,  gave  him  promifes  of  their 
aiTiftance,  as  foon  as  he  fhould  land  in  England: 
but  the  duke  having  returned  exceeding  poor  from 
the  Holy  Land^  was  not  yet  in  a  condition  for 
fuch  an  undertaking,  and  therefore  thought  fit 
to  defer  it  to  a  more  feafonable  opportunity. 

As  the  king  had  hitherto,  with  great  induftry, 
fought  all  occafions  to  gratify  his  people,  fo  Isc 
continued  to  do  in  the  choice  of  a  wife.  This 
was  Matilda^  daughter  of  Malcolm  the  late  king 
of  Scots  \  a  lady  of  great  piety  and  virtue,  who,  by 
the  power  or  pefuafion  of  her  friends,  was  prevailed 
with  to  leave  her  cloifter  for  a  crown,  afcer  (he  had, 
as  fome  writers  report,  already  taken  the  veil.  'Her 
mother  was  filler  to  Edgar  Atheling^  the  laft  heir 
male  of  the  Saxon  race ;  of  whom  frequent  men- 
lion  hath  been  made  in  the  two  preceding  reigns  : 
and  thus  the  Saxon  line,  to  the  great  contentment 
of  the  EngUJh  nation,  was  again  reftored. 

Duke  Robert^  having  now  with  much  difficulty 
and  oppreflion  of  his  fubjefts,  raifed  great  forces, 
and  gotten  ready  a  fleet  to  convey  them,  refolved 
once  more  to  aflert  his  title  to  the  crown  of  Eng^ 
land:  to  which  end  he  had  for  fome  time  held  a 
fecret  correfpondence  with  feveral  nobles,  and 
lately  received  frefh  invitations.  The  king,  on 
the  other  fide,  who  had  received  timely  intelli- 
gence 
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gcnce  of  his  brother's  preparations,  gave  order  tm 
his  admirals  to  watch  the  fea-ports,  and  endea- 
vour to  hinder  the  enemy's  landing  :  but  the 
commanders  of  feveral  (hips,  whether  Robert  had 
won  them  by  his  bribes,  or  his  promifes,  inftead 
of  offering  refiftance,  became  his  guides,  and 
brought  his  fleet  fafe  into  Port/mouthy  where  he 
landed  his  men,  and  from  thence  marched  to 
JVincheJier^  his  army  hourly  encreafing  by  great 
numbers  of  people,  who  had  either  an  affection 
for  his  perfon,  an  opinion  of  his  title,  or  a  hatred 
to  the  king.  In  the  mean  time  Henry  advanced 
with  his  forces,  to  be  near  the  duke,  and  obfervc 
his  motions;  but,  like  a  wife  general,  forbore 
offering  battle  to  an  invader,  until  he  might  do  it 
with  manifefl  advantage.  Befides,  he  knew  very  well 
that  his  brother  was  a  perfon  whofe  policy  was 
much  inferior  to  his  valour,  and  therefore  to  be 
fooner  overcome  in  a  treaty  than  a  fight  :  to  this 
end,  the  nobles  on  both  fides  began  to  have  fre- 
quent interviews  ;  to  make  overtures  ;  and  at  laft 
concert  the  terms  of  a  peace  ;  but  wholly  to  the 
advantage  of  the  king.  Robert  renouncing  his 
pretenfions  in  confideration  of  a  fmall  penfion, 
and  of  fucceeding  to  the  crown  on  default  of  male 
iiTue  in  his  brother. 

The  defe£tion  of  nobles  and  other  people  to 
the  duke  was  fo  great,  that  men  generally  thought 
if  it  had  come  to  a  battle,  the  king  would  have 
loft  both  the  viilory  and  his  crown.  But  Robert^ 
upon  his  return  to  Normandy  after  this  difhonour- 
able  peace,  grew  out  of  all  reputation  with  the 
world,  as  Vv^'ell  as  into  peifedl  hatred  and  con- 
tempt among  his  own  fubjeds,  which  in  a  fliort 
time  was  the  caufe  of  his  ruin. 

The  king  having  thus  by  his  prudence  got  rid 
of  a  dangerous  and  troublefome  rival,  and  foon 

after 


{     241  ) 


after  by  his  valour  quelled  the  infurreilions  of 
the  earls  of  Shrew/bury  and  Mortain^  whom  he 
forced  to  fly  into  Normandy^  found  himfelf  in  full 
peace  at  home  and  abroad,  and  therefore  thought 
he  might  venture  a  contention  with  the  Church 
about  the  right  of  inverting  bifliops  ;  upon  which 
iubje£t  many  other  princes  at  that  time  had  con- 
troverfy  with  their  clergy  :  but,  after  long  ftrug- 
gling  in  vain,  were  all  forced  to  yield  at  laft  to 
the  decree  of  a  fynod  in  Rome^  and  to  the  per- 
tinacy  of  the  bifhops  in  the  feveral  countries. 
The  form  of  invefltng  a  bifhop,  was  by  delivery 
of  a  ring  and  a  paftoral  ftafF \  which,  at  Romej 
was  declared  unlawful  to  be  performed  by  any 
lay-hand  whatfoever  ;  but  the  princes  of  Chrijlcn^ 
dom  pleaded  immemorial  cuftom  to  authorize  them : 
and  king  Henry^  having  given  the  inveftiture  to 
certain  bifhops,  commanded  Jnfelm  to  confecrate 
tSwsm.    This  the  archbi(hop  refufed  with  great 
firmnefs,  purfuant  to  what  he  underftood  to  be 
his  duty,  and  to  feveral  immediate  commands  of 
the  pope.    Both  fides  adhering  to  their  own  fenti- 
ments,  the  matter  was  carried  to  Rome^  where 
Anfelm  went  in  perfon,  by  the  king's  defire  ;  who, 
I  at  the  fame  time,  fent  ambafiadors  thither  to  af- 
fert  and  defend  bis  caufe  ;  but  the  pope  ftill  in- 
fitting,  Anfelm  was  forbidden  to  return  to  England. 
The  king  feized  on  all  his  revenues,  and  would 
i  not  reftore  him,  until  upon  other  conceffions  of 
I  the  pope,  Henry  was  content  to  yield  up  his  pre- 
1  tenfions  to  the  inveftiture ;  but,  however,  kept 
the  rio;ht  of  eledlino;  fl^ill  in  his  own  hands. 

Whatever  mio^ht  have  been  the  method  of  elec- 
ting  bifhops,  in  the  more  prirnitive  ages,  it  feems 
plain  to  me  that  in  thefe  times,  and  fomewhat 
before,  although  the  eleftion  was  made  per  clcrum 
£ff  populum  ;  yet  the  king  always  nominated  at 
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firft,  or  approved  afterwards,  and  generally  both, 
as  may  be  ieen  by  the  ftyle  in  which  their  elec- 
tions ran,  as  well  as  by  the  perfons  chofen,  who 
were  ufually  churchmen  of  the  court,  or  in  fome 
employment  near  the  king.  But  whether  this 
were  a  gradual  encroachment  of  the  regal  upon 
the  fpiritual  power,  I  had  rather  leave  others  to 
difpute. 

1 104.  About  this  time  duke  Robert  came  to 
England^  upon  a  vifit  to  the  king,  where  he  was 
received  with  much  kindnefs  and  hofpitality ; 
but,  at  the  f^ime  time,  the  queen  had  private  di- 
rections to  manage  his»eafy  temper,  and  work 
him  to  a  confent  of  remitting  his  penfion :  this 
was  compafied  without  much  difficulty  :  but, 
upon  the  duke's  return  to  Normandy ^  he  was  fe- 
verely  reproved  for  his  weaknefs  by  Ralph  bifliop 
of  Durham^  and  the  two  earls  of  Mortain  and 
Shrew/bury,  Thefe  three  having  fled  from  Eng^ 
land  for  rebellion,  and  other  treafons,  lived  exiles 
in  Normandy ;  and,  bearing  an  inveterate  hatred 
to  the  king,  refolved  to  ftir  up  the  duke  to  a  re- 
fentment  of  the  injury  and  fraud  of  his  brother, 
Roberty  who  was  various  in  his  nature,  and  al- 
ways under  the  power  of  the  prefent  perfuader, 
eafily  yielded  to  their  incitements  :  reproached 
the  icing  in  bitter  terms,  by  letters  and  mefTages, 
that  he  had  cozened  and  circumvented  him  ;  de- 
manding fatisfa6lion,  and  withal  threatening  re- 
venge. At  the  fame  time,  by  the  advice  of  the 
three  nobles  already  mentioned,  he  began  to  arm 
himfelf  as  formidably  as  he  could,  with  defign  to 
feize  upon  the  king's  pofleffions  in  Normandy  : 
but  as  this  refolution  was  rafhly  taken  up,  fo  it 
was  as  faintly  purfued,  and  ended  in  his  deftruc- 
tion  :  neither  hath  any  prince  reafon  to  expecS  better 
fortune,  that  engages  in  a  war  againft  a  powerful 
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neighbour  upon  the  counfel  or  inftigatlon  of  exiles, 
who  having  no  farther  view  than  to  ferve  their  private 
intereft,  or  gratify  their  revenge,  are  fure  tofucceed 
in  one  or  t'other,  if  they  can  embark  princes  in 
their  quarrel,  whom  they  fail  not:  to  incite  by  the 
falfeft  reprefentations  of  their  own  ftrength,  and 
the  weaknefs  of  their  enemy  :  for  as  the  king  was 
now  fettled  in  his  throne  too  firm  to  be  fliaken, 
fo  Robert  had  wholly  loft  all  credit  and  friendfhip 
in  England'^  was  funk  in  reputation  at  home; 
and,  by  his  unlimited  profufenefs,  reduced  fo  low, 
that,  having  pawned  molt  of  his  dominions,  he 
had  offered  Rouen^  his  capital  city,^  in  fale  to  the 
inhabitants.  All  this  was  very  well  known 
to  the  king,  who,  refolving  to  make  his  ad-  IIO5 
vantage  thereof,  pretended  to  be  highly  pro- 
voked at  the  difgraceful  fpeeches  and  menaces  of 
his  brother  5  which  he  made  the  formal  occafion 
of  a  quarrel  :  therefore  he  firft  fent  over  fome 
forces  to  ravage  his  country  ;  and,  underftanding 
that  the  duke  was  coldly  fupported  by  his  own 
fubje£ls,  many  of  whom  came  over  to  the  king's 
army,  he  foon  followed  in  perfon  with  more ; 
took  feveral  towns  ;  and,  placing  garrifons  therein, 
came  back  to  England^  defigning  with  the  firft 
pretext  or  opportunity  to  return  with  a  more  po- 
tent army,  and  wholly  fubdue  the  duchy  to  his 
obedience. 

Robert^  now  grown  fenfible  of  his  weaknefs, 
became  wholly  difpirited  ;  and  following  his  bro- 
ther into  England^  in  a  moft  deje£ted  manner 
begged  for  peace  :  but  the  king,  now  fully  deter- 
mined upon  his  ruin,  turned  away  in  difdain, 
muttering  at  the  fame  time  fome  threatning  words. 
This  indignity  roufed  up  once  more  the  finking 
courage  of  the  duke  ;  who,  with  bitter  words, 
detefting  the  pride  and  infolence  of  Henry ^  with^ 
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cfrew  in  a  rage,  and  hafting  back  to  NormandyjJ 
made  what  preparations  he  could  for  his  own  de-  j 
fence.    The  king  obferving  his  nobles  very  ready 
to  engage  with  him  in  this  expedition  ;  and  be- 
ing afiured  that  thofe  in  Normandy  would,  upon 
his  approach,  revolt  from  the  duke,  foon  followed 
with  a  mighty  army,  and  the  flower  of  his  king- 
dom. Upon  his  arrival  he  was  attended,  according 
to  his  expeftation,  by  feveral  Norman  lords  ;  and, 
with  this  formidable  force,  fat  down  before  TerHr- 
chebray  :  the  duke,  accompanied  by  the  two  exiled 
earls,  advanced  with  what  ftrength  he  had,  in 
hopes  to  draw  the  enemy  from  the  ficge  of  fo  im- 
portant a  place,  although  at  the  hazard  of  a  bat- 
tle.   Both  armies  being  drawn  out  in  battalia, 
that  of  the  king^s,  trufting  to  their  numbers,  be- 
gan the  charge  with  great  fury,  but  with- 
I  ic6    out  any  order.  The  duke,  with  forces  far  in- 
ferior, received  the  enemy  with  much  firm- 
nefs  ;  and,  finding  they  had  fpent  their  firft  heat, 
advanced  very  regularly  againft  their  main  body, 
before  they  could  recover  themfelves  from  the  con- 
fufion  they  were  in.    He  attacked  them  with  fo 
much  courage,  that  he  broke  their  whole  body, 
and  they  began  to  fly  on  every  fide.    The  king  ! 
telieving  all  was  lofl:,  did  what  he  could  by  threats  .| 
and  gentle  words  to  flop  the  flight  of  his  m*en,  | 
but  found  it  impoflfible  :  then  be  commanded  two  | 
fcodies  of  horfe,  which  were  placed  in  either  i 
wing,  to  join,  and  wheeling  about,  to  attack  _| 
the  enemy  in  the  rear.    The  duke,  who  thought  | 
himfelf  fo  near  a  victory,  was  forced  to  flop  his  | 
purfuit ;  and  ordering  his  men  to  face  about,  began  ^ 
the  fight  anew;  mean  time  the  fcattered  parts  of  fi 
the  main  body,  which  had  fo  lately  fled,  began  ■ 
to  rally,  and  pour  in  upon  the  Normans  behind, 
by  which  duke  Robert's  army  was  almoft  encomr  vj 
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pafTed  ;  yet  they  kept  their  ground  awhile,  and 
made  feveral  charges,  until  at  length,  perfe6lly 
overborne  by  numbers,  they  were  utterly  defeated. 
There  duke  Robert^  doing  all  the  parts  of  a  great 
captain,  was  taken  prifoner,  together  with  the 
earl  of  Mortain^  and  almoft  his  whole  army  :  for 
being  hemmed  in  on  all  fides,  few  of  them 
could  make  their  efcape.  Thus,  in  the  1107 
fpace  of  forty  years,  Normandy  fubdued 
En  gland y  ?inA  England  Normandy,  which  are  events 
perhaps  hardly  to  be  paralleled  in  any  other  ages 
or  parts  of  the  world. 

The  king,  having  ftaid  awhile  to  fettle  the  ftate 
of  Norinandy,  returned  with  his  brother  into  Eng-- 
land^  whom  he  fent  prifoner  to  Cardiff  caftle, 
with  orders  that  he  fhould  be  favourably  ufed, 
which,  for  fome  time,  were  duly  obferved  ;  until 
being  accufed  of  attempting  to  make  his  efcape 
(whether  it  were  real  or  feigned)  he  had  his  eyes 
put  out  with  a  burning  bafm,  by  the  king's  ex- 
prefs  commands ;  in  which  miferable  condition  he 
lived  for  fix  and  twenty  years. 

It  is  believed  the  king  would  hardly  have  engaged 
in  this  unnatural  and  invidious  war,  with  fo  little 
pretence  or  provocation,  if  the  pope  had  not 
openly  approved  and  fandified  his  caufe,  exhort- 
ing him  to  it  as  a  meritorious  adtion  ;  which  feems 
to  have  been  but  an  ill  return  from  the  vicar  of 
Chrift  to  a  prince  who  had  performed  fo  many 
brave  exploits  for  the  fervice  of  the  Church,  to 
the  hazard  of  his  perfon,  and  ruin  of  his  fortune. 
But  the  very  bigotted  monks,  who  have  left  us 
their  accounts  of  thofe  times,  do  generally  agree 
in  heavily  taxing  the  Roman  court  for  bribery  and 
corruption.  And  the  king  had  promifed  to  remit 
his  right  of  inverting  bifhops,  which  he  performed 
immediately  after  his  reduction  of  Normandy^  and 
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was  a  matter  of  much  more  fervice  to  the  pope,  than 
all  the  atchievements  of  duke  Robert  in  the  Holy 
Land,  whofe  merits,  as  well  as  pretenfions,  were 
now  antiquated  apd  out  of  date. 

iiog.  About  this  time  the  emperor //<?«r);  V, 
fent  to  defire  Maude  the  king's  daughter  in  mar- 
riage, who  was  then  a  child  about  eight  years 
old  :  this  prince  had  lately  been  embroiled  in  a 
quarrel  with  the  fee  of  Rome^  which  began  upon 
the  fame  fubjedl  of  in\)^efting  bifhops,  but  was 
carried  to  great  extremities :  for  invading  Italy 
with  a  mighty  army,  he  took  the  pope  prifoner, 
forced  him  to  yield  to  whatever  terms  he  thought 
fit  to  Impofe,  and  to  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to 
him  between  his  hands  :  however,  as  foonas  Henry 
had  withdrawn  his  forces,  the  pope  affeynbling  a 
council,  revoked  all  his  conceffions,  as  extorted 
ty  compulfion,  and  raifed  great  troubles  in  Ger^ 
many  againft  the  emperor,  who,  in  order  to  fecure 
himfelf,  fought  this  alliance  with  the  king. 

About  this  time  likewife  died  archbiftiop 
felm^  a  prelate  of  great  piety  and  learning,  whofe 
zeal  for  the  fee  of  ^ome^  as  well  as  for  his  own 
rights  and  privileges,  fhouM  in  juftice  be  imputed 
to  the  errors  of  the  time,  and  not  of  the  man. 
After  his  death,  the  king,  following  the  fteps  of 
bis  brother,  held  the  fee  vacant  five  years,  content- 
ing himfelf  with  an  excufe,  which  looked  like 
a  jeft,  That  he  only  waited  until  he  could  find 
another  fo  good  a  man  as  Anfelm, 

In  the  fourteenth  year  of  this  king's  reign,  the 
Weljh^  after  their  ufual  manner,  invaded  the 
Marches  with  great  fury  and  deftrudion  ;  but 
the  king,  hoping  to  put  a  final  end  to  thofe  per- 
petual troubles  and  vexations  given  to  his  king- 
dom by  that  unquiet  people,  went  in  perfon  againft 
them  with  a  powerful  army  \  and  to  prevent  their 
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ufual  ftratagem  of  retreating  to  their  woods  and 
mountains,  and  other  faftneffes,  he  ordered  the 
woods  to  be  cut  down,  befet  all  their  places  of  fe- 
curity,  and  hunting  them  like  wild  bealts,  made  fo 
terrible  a  flaughter,  that  at  length  obferving  them 
to  fling  down  their  arms,  and  beg  for  quarter,  he 
commanded  his  foldiers  to  forbear  ;  then  receiv- 
ing their  fubmiffions,  and  placing  garrifons  where 
he  thought  neceflary,  he  returned,  in  great  tri- 
umph and  fatisfaction,  to  London, 

1 1 14.  The  princefs  Maude  being  now  marriage- 
able, was  delivered  to  the  emperor's  ambaffador  ; 
and  for  a  portion  to  the  young  lady  a  tax  was 
impofed  of  three  {hillings  upon  every  hide  of  land 
in  England^  which  grew  afterwards  into  a  cuf- 
tom  and  was  in  fucceeding  times  confirmed  by 
a£ts  of  parliament,  under  the  name  of  Reafonable 
Aid  for  marrying  the  King*s  Daughter^  although 
levied  after  a  different  manner. 

As  the  inftitution  of  parliaments  in  England  is 
agreed  by  feveral  writers  to  be  owing  to  this  king, 
fo  the  date  of  the  firft  hath  been  afligned  by  fome 
to  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  reign  ;  which  however 
is  not  to  be  affirmed  with  any  certainty  :  for  great 
councils  were  convoked  not  only  in  the  two  pre- 
ceding reigns,  but  for  time  immemorial  by  the 

*  This  fort  of  impofition  was'  new  to  the  EngUjh ; 
but  was  a  confequence  of  the  military  tenure  eftabiiihed 
by  the  Conqueror.  The  like  aidy  or  fcutage,  as  it  was 
called,  had  been  levied  in  other  parts  of  Europe y  where- 
ever  the  feudal  fyftem  had  taken  place,  as  oft  as  the  lord 
of  the  lief  had  occafion  to  celebrate  the  nuptials  of  his 
eldeft  daughter,  or  the  knighthood  of  his  eldeft  fon. 
We  fhould  have  heard  of  this  demand  earlier  in  Eng- 
landy  if  any  fuch  occalion  had  happened.  Maude  was 
the  firft  princefs-royal  given  in  marriage  after  the  con- 
fl^ueft. 
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Saxon  princes,  who  firft  introduced  them  into 
this  ifland,  from  the  fame  original  with  the  other 
Gothtck  fofms  of  government  in  moft  parts  of 
Europe.    Thefe  councils  or  aflemblies  were  com- 
ppfed  according  to  the  pleafure  of  the  prince  who 
convened  them,  generally  of  nobles  and  bifliops, 
fometimes  were  added  fome  confiderable  commo- 
ners ;  but  they  feldom  met,  except  in  the  begin- 
ning of  a  regin,  or  in  times  of  war,  until  this 
king  came  to  the  crown  ;  who  being  a  wife  and 
popular  prince,  called  thefe  great  affemblies  upoa 
moft  important  affairs  of  his  reign,  and  ever  fol- 
lowed their  advice,  which,  if  it  proved  fuccefs- 
ful,  the  honour  and  advantage  redounded  to  him, 
and  if  otherwife,  he  was  free  from  the  blame : 
thus  when  he  chofe  a  wife  for  himfelf,  and  a  huf- 
band  for  his  daughter,  when  he  defigned  his  ex- 
pedition againft  Robert^  and  even  for  the  ele£lion 
of  an  archbifhop  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury^  he  pro- 
ceeded wholly  by  the  advice  of  fuch  general  aflem- 
i)lies,  fummoned  for  the  purpofe.    But  the  ftyle 
of  thefe  conventions,  as  delivered  by  feveral  au- 
thors, is  very  various  ^  fometimes  it  is  comites, 
barones^  fff  cleri  f  ;  his  marriage  was  agreed  on, 
co'dftlio  mojorum  natu  &"  magnatum  terra.    One  au- 
thor J  calls  it  confdium  principum^  facer dotum^  Sff 
rellqui  populi.    And  for  the  election  of  an  arch- 
bifhop, the  Saxon  Chronicle  fays,  That  he  com- 
manded by  letters  all  biftiops,  abbots,  and  thanes  to 
meet  him  at  Glocejler  ad procerum  conventum,  Laftly, 
fome  affirm  thefe  affemblies  to  have  been  an  imi- 
tation of  the  three  eftates  in  Normandy.    I  am 
very  fenfible  how  much  time  and  pains  have  been 
employed  by  feveral  learned  men  to  fearch  out  the 
original  of  parliaments  in  England^  wherein  I 

+  Brompton,  %  Polydore  Virgil. 
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doubt  they  have  little  fatisfied  others  or  themfelves, 
I  know  likewife  that  to  engage  in  the  fame  en- 
quiry, would  neither  fuit  my  abilities  nor  my  fub-^ 
je£l:.  It  may  be  fufficient  for  my  purpofe,  if  I 
be  able  to  give  fome  light  into  this  matter,  for  the 
curiofity  of  thofe  who  are  lefs  informed. 

The  inftitution  of  a  ftate  or  commonwealth  out 
of  a  mixture  of  the  three  forms  of  government 
received  in  the  fchools,  however  it  be  derided  as 
a  folecifm  and  abfurdity  by  fome  late  writers  on 
politicks,  hath  been  very  ancient  in  the  world, 
and  is  celebrated  by  the  graveft  authors  of  anti- 
quity.   For  although  the  fupreme  power  cannot 
properly  be  faid  to  be  divided,  yet  it  my  be  fa 
placed  in  three  feveral  hands,  as  each  to  be  a 
check  upon  the  other ;  or  formed  into  a  balance, 
which  is  held  by  him  that  has  the  executive  power, 
with  the  nobility  and  people  in  counterpoife  in 
each  fcale.    Thus  the  kingdom  of  Media  is  re- 
prefented  by  Xenophon  before  the  reign  of  Cyrus  ; 
fo  Polybius  tells  us,  the  beft  government  is  a  mix- 
ture of  three  forms,  regno ^  optimattum^  iff  populi 
imperio :  the  fame  was  that  of  Sparta  in  its  primi- 
tive  inftitution  by  Lycurgusy  made  up  of  regesn 
Jeniores^  ^  populus  ;  the  like  may  be  afTerted  6f 
Rome^  Carthage^  and  other  ftates  :  and  the  Germany 
of  old  fell  upon  the  fame  model,  from  whencd 
the  Goths  their  neighbours,  with  the  reft  of  thofe 
northern  people,  did  perhaps  borrow  it.    But  an 
aflembly  of  the  three  eftates  is  not  properly  of 
Gothick  inftitution  :  for  thefe  fierce  people,  when 
upon  the  decline  of  the  R oman  ^vc\y^\xz  they  firft 
invaded  Europe^  and  fettled  fo  many  kingdoms  in 
Italy  ^  Spain  J  and  other  parts,  were  all  heathens  ; 
and  when  a  body  of  them  had  fixed  themfelves  in 
a  xxTidi  of  land  left  defolate  by  the  flight  or  deflruc- 
tion  of  the  natives,  their  military  government  by 
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time  and  peace  became  civil ;  the  general  waii 
king,  his  great  officers  were  his  nobles  and  mini- 
fters  of  ftate,  and  the  common  foldiers  the  body  of 
the  people  ;  but  thefe  were  freemen,  and  had 
fmaller  portions  of  land  affigned  them.  The  re- 
maining natives  were  all  flaves  ;  the  nobles  were 
a  ftanding  council  ;  and  upon  affairs  of  great  im- 
portance, the  freemen  were  likewife  called  by 
their  reprefentatives  to  give  their  advice.  By  which 
it  appears,  that  the  Gothick  frame  of  government 
confifted  at  firft  but  of  two  ftates  or  aflemblies, 
under  the  adminiftration  of  a  fingle  perfon.  But 
after  the  converfion  of  thefe  princes  and  their 
people  to  the  Chriftian  faith,  the  Church  became 
endowed  with  great  poffeffions,  as  well  by  the 
bounty  of  kings,  as  the  arts  and  induftry  of  the 
^^^'"gyj  winning  upon  the  devotion  of  their  new 
converts  :  and  power,  by  the  common  maxim^ 
always  accompanying  property,  the  ecclefiafticks 
began  foon  to  grow  confiderable,  to  form  them- 
felves  into  a  body,  and  to  call  affemblies  or  fynods 
by  their  own  authority,  or  fometimes  by  the 
command  of  their  princes,  who  in  an  ignorant 
age  had  a  mighty  veneration  for  their  learning  as 
well  as  piety.  By  fuch  degrees  the  Church  arrived 
at  length,  by  very  juftifiable  fteps,  to  have  her 
fliare  in  the  commonwealth,  and  became  a  third 
eftate  in  mod  kingdoms  of  Europe  \  but  thefe 
affemblies,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  were 
feldom  called  in  England  before  the  reign  of  this 
prince,  nor  even  then  were  alv/ays  compofed  after 
the  fame  manner  ;  neither  does  it  appear  from  the 
writers  who  lived  neareft  to  that  age,  that  the 
people  had  any  reprefentative  at  all,  befide  the 
barons  and  other  nobles,  who  did  not  fit  in  thofe 
affemblies  by  virtue  of  their  birth  or  creation^ 
but  of  the  lands  or  baronies  they  held.    So  that 
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the  prefent  conftitqtion  of  the  Englijh  parliament 
hath,  by  many  degrees  and  alterations,  been  mo- 
delled to  (he  frame  it  is  now  in;  which  alterations 
I  fhall  obferve  in  the  fucceeding  reigns  as  exaftly 
3S  I  can  difcover  them  by  a  diligent  fearch  into  the 
hiftories  of  the  feveral  ages,  without  engaging  in 
the  controverted  points  of  law  about  this  matter, 
which  would  rather  perplex  the  reader  than  inform 
him. 

1116.  But  to  return,  Louis  the  Grofs  king  of 
France^  a  valiant  and  a£live  prince,  in  the  flower 
of  his  age,  fucceeding  to  that  crown  about  the 
time  that  Robert  was  deprived  of  Nonnancly^  grew 
jealous  of  the  neighbourhood  and  povv^er  of  kmg 
Henry^  and  began  early  to  entertain  defigns  either 
of  fubduing  that  duchy  to  himfelf,  or  at  leaft  of 
making  a  confiderable  party  againft  the  king  in 
favour  of  William  Ton  of  Robert^  whom  for  that 
end  he  had  taken  into  his  protection.  Purfuant 
to  thefe  intentions,  he  foon  found  an  occafion  for 
quarrel  :  expoftulating  with  Henry^  that  he  had 
broken  his  promife  by  not  doing  homa;;>e  for  the 
duchy  of  Normandy^  as  well  as  by  negledling  to 
raze  the  caftle  of  Gifors^  which  was  built  on  the 
French  fide  of  the  river  Epte^  the  common  boundary 
between  both  dominions 

*  Some  years  before  there  had  been  a  treaty  con- 
cluded between  France  3.nd  Normandy  ;  wherein,  among 
other  points,  it  was  agreed,  That  the  frontier  town 
Gifors  fhould  be  fequellered  in  the  hands  of  a  baron 
called  Payen,  who  was  to  receive  into  it  neither  £a;o///^, 
nor  Normany  nor  French  troops ;  but  in  cafe  it  Ihouid 
fall  into  the  hands  of  either  of  the  two  kings,  it  was 
ftipulated  that  the  walls  fhould  be  razed  within  the 
fpace  of  forty  days.  Notwithftanding  this,  Henry  had 
feized  the  place  ;  and  when  called  upon  tofequeiler  it, 
or  elfe  to  raze  the  walls,  declined  the  doing  either*  Fa- 
ther Daniil. 

But 
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But  an  Incident  fdon  offered,  which  gave  king 
Henry  a  pretext  of  retaliating  almoft  in  the  fame 
fnanner  :  for  it  happened  that  upon  fome  ofFence 
taken  againft  his  nephew  ThoGbald  count  of  Blois 
by  the  French  king,  Louis  in  great  rage  fent  an 
army  to  invade  and  ravage  the  earl's  territories. 
Theobald  defended  himfelf  for  a  while  with  much 
valour  ;  buf  at  length  in  danger  to  be  overpowered, 
requefted  aid  of  his  uncle  the  king  of  England^  who 
fupported  him  fo  effectually  with  men  and  money, 
that  he  was  able  not  only  to  defend  his  own  coun- 
try, but  very  much  to  infeft  and  annoy  his  enemy. 
Thus  a  war  was  kindled  between  the  two  kings  j 
Louis  now  openly  afferted  the  title  of  William  the 
fon  of  Robert^  and  entering  into  an  alliance  with 
the  earls  of  Flanders  and  Anjou^  began  to  concert 
meafures  for  driving  king  Hewy  out  of  Normandy, 
The  king  having  timely  intelligence  of  his 
enemy's  defigns,  began  with  great  vigour  and  dif- 
patch  to  prepare  himfelf  for  war  :  he  raifed,  with 
much  difficulty  and  difcontent  of  his  people,  the 
greatcft  tax  that  had  ever  been  knov/n  in  England \ 
and  pafling  over  into  Normandy  with  a  mighty 
army,  joined  his  nephew  Theobald.    The  king  of 
France^  who  had  entertained  hopes  that  be  fliould 
over- run  the  duchy  before  his  enemy  could  arrive^ 
advanced  with  great  fecurity  towards  the  frontiers 
of  Normandy  \  but  obferving  an  enemy  of  equal 
number  and  force  already  prepared  to  engage  him, 
he  fiiddenly  ftopt  his  march.    The  tv/o  armies 
fciced  one  another  for  fome  hours,  neither  fide 
offering  battle  ;  the  reft  of  the  day  was  fpent  in  light 
fkirmifhes  begun  by  the  French^  and  repeated  for 
fome  days  following:  with  various  fuccefs  ;  but  the 
remainder  of  the  year  paflcd  without  any  confide- 
labk  a<5lion. 

IU9- 


(    ^^53  ) 


1 1 19.  At  length  the  violence  of  the  two  prJnces 
brought  it  to  a  batllc  :  for  Louis^  to  give  a  repu- 
tation to  his  arms,  advanced  towards  the  frontiers 
of  Normandy^  and  after  a  fhort  fiege  took  Gue 
Nicaife  *  ;  there  the  king  met  him,  and  the  fight 
began,   w^hich   continued  with  great  obftinacy 
on  both  fides  for  nine  hours.    1  he  French  army 
was  divided  into  two  bodies,  and  the  Englijh  into 
three  \  by  which  means,  that  part  where  the  king 
fought  in  perfon,  being  attacked  by  a  fuperiot 
number,  began  to  give  way  ;  and  William  Crifpiriy 
a  Norman  baron,  hn;ilingout  the  king  of  England 
(whofe  fubjeil  he  had  been,  but  baniftied  for  trea- 
fon)  ftruck  him  twice  on  the  head  with  fo  much 
violence,  that  the  blood  guflied  out  of  his  mouth. 
The  king  inflamed  with  rage  and  indignation, 
dealt  fuch  furious  blows,  that  he  ftruck  down  fe- 
veral  of  his  enemies,  and  Crifpin  among  the  reft, 
who  was  taken  prifoner  at  his  horfe's  feet.  The 
foldiers  encouraged  by  the  valour  of  their  prince, 
rallied  and  fell  on  with  frefti  vigour,  and  the 
victory  feemed  doubtful,  when  William  the  fon  of 
king  Henry^  to  whom  his  father  had  intrufted  the 
third  body  of  his  army,  which  had  not  yet  engaged, 
fell  on  with  this  frefti  referve  upon  the  enemy,  who 
was  already  very  much  harrafied  with  the  toil  of 
the  day ;  this  quickly  decided  the  matter  ;  for  the 
French^  though  valiantly  fighting,  were  overcome, 
with  the  flaughter  of  feveral  thoufand  men  ;  their 
king  quitted  the  field,  and  withdrew  to  Andeli  \ 
but  the  king  of  England  recovering  Gue  Nicaife^ 
returned  triumphant  to  Rouen. 

This  im.portant  vidlory  was  followed  by  the 
defedlon  of  the  earl  of  Anjou  to  king  Henry^  and 


*  At  that  time  reckoned  an  important  fortrefs  on  the 
river  ^pa^ 
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the  earl  of  Flanders  fell  in  the  battle  ;  by  which 
the  king  of  France  was  at  once  deprived  of  two 
powerful  allies.  However,  by  the  interceffion  of 
the  former,  a  peace  was  foon  after  made  between 
both  crowns.  William  the  king's  fon  did  homage 
to  Louis  for  the  dukedom  of  Normandy  *y  and  the 
other  William^  following  the  fortunes  of  his  father, 
was  left  to  his  pretenfions  and  complaints. 

It  is  here  obfervable,  that  from  this  time  until 
Wales  was  fubdued  to  the  Englijh  crown,  the  eldeft 
fons  of  England  were  called  dukes  of  Normandy | 
as  they  are  now  princes  of  Wales,  ^ 
1 1 20.  The  king  having  ftaid  fome  time  \n  Nor- 
mandy^ for  the  fettlement  of  his  duchy  after  the 
calamities  and  confufions  of  a  war,  returned  to 
England^  to  the  very  great  fatisfaftion  of  his  peo- 
ple and  himfelf.    He  had  enlarged  his  dominions 
by  the  conqueft  of  Normandy  \  he  had  fubdued  all  ^ 
his  competitors,   and  forced  even  the  king  of  1 
France^   their  great  prote£lor,  after  a  glorious  I 
vidlory,  to  his  own  conditions  of  a  peace;  he  J 
v/as  upon  very  good  terms  with  the  pope,  who  'I 
had  a  great  efteem  and  friendfliip  for  his  perfon, 
and  made  him  lar^rer  conceffions  than  was  ufual  \ 
from  that  fee,  and  in  thofe  ages.    At  home  he  I 
was  refpedied  by  the  clergy,  reverenced  by  the  I 
nobles,  and  beloved  by  the  people ;  in  his  family  I 
he  was  blefled  with  a  fon  of  much  hopes,  juft  I 
growing  to  years  of  manhood,  and  his  daughter  ■ 
was  an  emprefs  ;  fo  that  he  feemed  to  poffefs  as  I 
great  a  fliare  of  happinefs  as  human  life  is  capable  ■ 
to  admit.    But  the  felicity  of  man  depends  upon  ■ 
a  conjun6lion  of  many  circumftances,  which  are  I 
all  fubjedl  to  various  accidents,  and  every  fingle  I 
accident  is  able  to  diflblve  the  whole  contexture ;  I 
which  truth  was  never  verified  more  than  in  this  ■ 
prince,  who  by  one  do'meftic  misfortune,  ,not  to  fl 
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be  prevented  or  forefeen,  found  all  the  pleafurc 
and  content  he  propofed  to  himfelf  by  his  pru- 
dence, his  induftry,  and  his  valour,  wholly  dif- 
appointed  and  deftroyed  :  for  William  the  young 
prince  had  embarked  at  Barfleur  fome  time  after 
his  father,  the  mariners  being  all  drunk,  fufFered 
the  fhip  to  run  upon  a  rock,  where  it  was  dafhed  to 
pieces :  the  prince  made  a  fliift  to  get  into  the 
boat,  and  was  making  to  the  (hore,  until  forced 
back  by  the  cries  of  his  fifter,  whom  he  received 
into  the  boat,  fo  many  others  crowded  in  at  the  fame 
time,  that  it  was  immediately  overturned.  There 
periftied,  befide  the  prince,  a  »atural  fon  and 
daughter  of  the  king's,  his  niece,  and  many  other 
perfons  of  quality,  together  with  all  their  atten- 
dants and  fervants,  to  the  number  of  a  hundred 
and  forty,  befides  fifty  mariners,  but  one  perfon 
efcaping. 

Although  the  king  furvived  this  cruel  misfor- 
tune many  ytrars,  yet  he  could  never  recover  his 
former  humour,  but  grew  melancholy  and  morofe; 
however,  in  order  to  provide  better  for  the  peace 
and  fettlement  of  the  kingdom  after  his  death, 
about  five  months  after  the  lofs  of  his  fon,  his 
former  queen  having  died  three  years  before,  he 
married  Adelais^  a  beautiful  young  lady  of  the 
family  of  Lorrain  *,  in  hopes  of  iffUe  by  her,  but 
never  had  any. 

The  death  of  the  prince  gave  occafion  to  fome 
new  jroubles  in  Normandy ;  for  the  earls  of  Meu- 
lant  and  Evreux^  Hugh  de  Monffort,  and  other 
aflbciates,  began  to  raife  infurre£liohs  there, 
which  were  thought  to  be  privately  fomented  by 
the  French  king,  out  of  enmity  to  king  Henryy 

*  Sh?  was  daughter  of  Godfrey  duke  of  Louvaitty  or 
the  Loiter  Lorrain, 

and 
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and  in  favour  of  William  the  fon  of  Robert^  to 
whom  the  earl  of  Anjou  had  lately  given 
1 1 24  his  daughter  in  marriage.  But  William  of 
Tankerville^  the  king's  lieutenant  in  Nor- 
mandy^  furprizing  the  enemy's  forces  by  an  am- 
bufh,  intireiy  routed  them,  took  both  the  earls 
prifoners,  and  fent  one  of  them  (Meulant)  to  his 
mafter  ;  but  the  count  d'Evreux  made  his  efcape. 

1 1 26.  King  Henry  having  novi^  loft  hope  of 
iflue  by  his  new  queen,  brought  with  him,  on  his 
return  to  England^  his  daughter  Maude^  who  by 
the  emperor's  death  had  been  lately  left  a  widow 
and  childlefs  ;  and  in  a  parliament  or  general 
aflembly  which  he  had  fummoncd  at  Windfory  he 
caufed  the  crown  to  be  fettled  on  her  and  her 
children,  and  made  all  his  nobles  take  a  folemn 
oath  to  defend  her  title.  This  was  performed  by 
none  with  fo  much  forwardnefs  as  Stephen  earl  of 
B^u/ogney  who  was  obfervcd  to  fhew  a  more  than 
ordinary  zeal  in  the  matter^  This  young  lord 
was  the  king's  nephew,  being  fecond  fon  of  the 
earl  of  Blois  by  j^dela  the  Conqueror's  daughter : 
he  was  in  high  favour  with  the  king  his  uncle, 
v/ho  had  married  him  to  the  daughter  and  heirefs 
of  the  earl  of  Boulogne^  given  him  great  poffef- 
fions  in  England^  and  made  him  indeed  too  pow- 
erful for  a  fubjeft. 

The  king  having  thus  fixed  the  fucceffion  of  the 
crown  in  his  daughter  by  an  a£t  of  fettlement  and 
an  path  of  fealty,  looked  about  to  provide  her 
with  a  fecond  bulband,  and  at  length  determined 
bis  choice  in  Geoff'ry  Planiagenei  earl  of  Anjau^  the 
fon  of  Fulk  lately  deceafed. 

This  prince,  whofe  dominions  confined  on 
France  and  Normandy^  was  ufually  courted  for  an 
ally  by  both  kings  in  their  feveral  quarrels  ;  but 
having  little  faith  or  honour,  he  never  fcrupled  to 
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ehanffe  fides  as  often  as  he  faw  or  conceived  it  for 
his  advantage.    After  the  great  vidlory  over  the 
French^  he  clofed  in  with  king  Henry^  and  gave 
his  daughter  to  the  young  prince  William ;  yet  at 
the  fame  time,  by  the  private  encouragement  of 
Louis^  he  prevailed  on  the  king  of  England  to  bs 
cafy  in  the  conditions  of  a  peace.    Upon  the  un- 
fortunate iofs  of  the  prince,  and  the  troubles  in 
Norma?idy  thereupon,  he  fell  again  from  the  king, 
gave  his  other  daughter  to  IViUiam  the  fon  of 
Robert^  and  ft  ruck  up  with  Fran&e  to  take  that 
prince  again  into  prote£^ion.    But  dying  foon 
after,  and  leaving  his  Ton  Geoffry  to  fucceed  in  that 
earldom,  the  king  was  of  opinion  he  could  not 
any  where  beftow  his  daughter  with  more  advan- 
tage, both  for  the  fecuritv  and  enlargement  of  his 
dominions,  than  by  giving  her  to  this  earl ;  by 
which  marriage  Anjou  would  become  an  acquifitiori 
to  Normandy^  and  this  be  a  more  equal  match  to  fo 
formidable  a  neio-hbour  as  France,    In  a  fhort  time 

o 

the  marriage  was  concluded;  and  this  earl  Geoffry 
had  the  honour  to  introduce  into  the  royal  family 
of  England  the  furname  of  Plantagenet^  borne  by 
fo  many  fucceeding  kings,  which  began  witti 
Henry  If.  who  was  the  eldeft  fon  of  this  marriage. 

But  the  king  of  France  was  in  great  difcontent 
at  this  match  ;  he  eafily  forefaw  the  difmal  confe- 
quences  to  himfelf  and  his  fucceiTors  from  fuch  an 
increafe  of  dominion  united  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land:  he  knew  what  imprelTions  might  be  made  in 
fuiure  times  to  the  fhaking  of  his  throne  by  an 
afpiring  and  warlike  king,  if  they  (liould  happen 
jn  a  weak  reign,  or  upon  any  great  difcontents 
in  that  kingdom.  Which  conjectures  being  highly 
reafonable  (and  firice  often  verified  by  events)  he 
caft  abouc  to  find  fome  way  of  driving  the  king;  of 
England  intirely  out  of  France  \  but  having  neither 
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pretext  nor  ftomach  in  the  midfl:  of  a  peace  to 
begin  an  open  and  formal  quarrel,  there  fell  out 
an  accident  which  gave  him  plaufible  occafion  of 
purfuing  his  defign. 

Charles  the  Good  earl  of  Flanders  having  been 
lately  murdered  by  fome  of  his  fubjefts,  upon  pri- 
vate revenge,  the  king  of  France  w^ent  in  perfon 
to  take  revenge  of  the  aflaflins  ;  vi^hich  he  per- 
formed w\xh  great  juftice  and  honour.  But  the 
late  earl  leaving  no  heir  of  his  body,  and  feveral 
competitors  appearing  to  difpute  the  fucceffion. 
Loins  rejefted  fome  others  who  feemed  to  have  a- 
fairer  title,  and  adjudged  it  to  William  the  fon  of 
Robert^  the  better  to  fecure  him  to  his  interefts 
upon  any  defign  he  might  engage  in  againft  the 
kina;  of  England,  Not  content  with  this,  he 
afiifted  the  earl  in  perfon,  fubdued  his  rivals,  and 
left  him  in  peaceable  pofleflion  of  his  new  domi- 
nion. 

King  Henry ^  on  the  other  fide,  was  very  appre- 
henfive  of  his  nephew's  greatnefs,  well  knowing 
to  what  end  it  was  direcSled  ;  however,  he  fecmed 
not  to  regard  It,  contenting  himfelf  to  give  the 
earl  employment  at  home  by  privately  nourifhing 
the  difcontents  of  his  new  iubjeils,  and  abetting 
under- hand  another  pretender  :  for  William  had  fa 
intirely  loft  the  hearts  of  his  people,  by  his  into- 
lerable avarice  and  exatStions,  that  the  principal 
towns  in  Flanders  revolted  from  him,  and  invited 
TChicrrle  earl  of  Alface  to  be  their  governor.  But 
the  king  of  France  generoufly  refolved  to  appear 
once  more  in  his  defence,  and  took  his  third  ex- 
pedition into  Flanders  for  that  purpofe.  He  had 
marched  as  far  as  Arto's^  when  he  was  fuddenly 
recalled  to  defend  his  own  dominions  from  the 
fury  of  a  povv^erful  and  provoked  invader  ;  for 
Henry  king  of  England.^  moved  with  indignation 
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to  fee  the  French  king  in  the  midil:  of  a  peace  fo 
frequently  and  openly  fupporting  his  moft  dange- 
rous enemy,  thought  it  the  beft  way  to  divert 
Louis  from  kindling  a  fire  againft  him  abroad,  by 
forcing  him  to  cxtinguifh  one  at  home  :  he  there- 
fore entered  into  the  bowels  of  France^  ravaging 
and  laying  wafte  all  before  him,   and  quickly 
grew  fo  formidable,  that  the  French  king  to  pur- 
chafe  a  peace  was  forced  to  promife  never  more 
to  aflift  or  favour  the  earl  of  Flanders  \  however, 
as  it  fell  out,  this  article  proved  to  be  v/holly 
needlefs  ;  for  the  young  earl  foon  after  gave  battle 
to  Thierrie^  and  put  his  whole  army  to  the  rout ; 
but  purfuing  his  viftory,  he  received  a  wound  ia 
his  wrift,  which  by  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  a  furgeon, 
coft  him  his  life 

This  one  flight  inconfiderable  accident  did,  in 
all  probability,  put  a  flop  to  very  great  events  ; 
for  if  that  young  prince  had  furvived  his  victory, 
it  is  hardly  to  be  doubted  but  through  the  juftnefs 
of  his  caufe,  the  reputation  of  his  valour,  and  the 
ailiftance  of  the  king  of  France^  he  would  in  a 
little  time  have  recovered  Normandy^  and  perhaps 
his  father's  liberty,  which  were  the  two  defigns 
he  had  in  agitation  ;  nor  could  he  well  have 
miffed  the  crown  of  England  after  the  king's  death, 
who  was  now  in  his  decline,  when  he  had  io  fair 
a  title,  and  no  competitors  in  view  but  a  v/omau 
and  an  infant. 

1 1 29.  Upon  the  king's  return  from  Norfnandy^ 
a  great  council  of  the  clergy  was  held  at  London^ 
for  the  puniihing  of  priefts  who  lived  in  cancu- 


*  The  lance  pafled  throu^^h  or  under  the  ball  of  his 
thumb  into  his  wrift.  The  wound  gangrening,  he  died 
within  five  da)''s. 
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binage  which  was  the  great  grievance  of  the 
Church  in  thofe  ages,  and  had  been  condemned 

by 

+  For  celibacy  was  now  placed  among  the  firft  of 
eccleliaftic  virtues.  Not  concubines  only  but  wives 
were  deemed  a  reproach  to  the  facred  order  ;  and  ca- 
nons were  made  for  infliding  equal  punifhmcnts  on 
clergymen  who  cohabited  with  either  :  nay,  the  wives 
of  priefts  were  denied  to  be  wives,  and  degraded  Into 
the  rank  of  concubines. 

At  fome  preceding  councils  in  this  reign,  fevere  de- 
crees pafTed  to  reftrain  ecclcfiaftics  from  matrimony,  and 
to  chaftife  thofe  who  being  married  fhould  negled  to  re- 
pudiate their  wives,  if  a  priefts  deacon,  fubdeacorty  &c. 
fhould  fufFer  any  mjomauy  except  a  mother  yjtjfer,  aunt  or  per* 
/on  equally  iinfufpe^edy  to  dwell  in  the  houl'e  with  him,  he 
was  to  be  punifhed  with  lofs  of  benefice  and  lofs  of  his  or- 
der^  and  the  concubinary  or  fufpefted  female  to  be  ar^ 
rejied,  difciplined,  or  reduced  to  be  a  fia^ve.  [Concil,  Lond. 
anno  1 1 26.  c.  i  3. — Weftmonajl.  anno  f  1 27.  c.  t,  7.J  Thefe 
were  laws  which  the  policy  of  Rome  fuggefted,  but 
which  the  king  and  lay  barons  might  not  fully  ap- 
prove. They  were  laws  that  could  not,  however,  be 
put  generally  in  execution,  coniidering  the  number  and 
power  of  the  married  clergy  at  this  time  (to  whofe 
claim  of  the  honourable  and  undefiled  bed  the  laft  blow 
had  not  yet  been  given)  without  the  aid  and  concur- 
rence of  the  civil  power  :  the  king  feemed  ready  to  co- 
operate, and  found  his  advantage  in  fo  doing  In  the 
very  beginning  of  his  reign,  he  was  remarkably  adlive 
in  enforcing  the  new  canons  againft  clerical  inconti- 
nency,  by  levying  fines  on  the  tranfgrefibrs,  without 
waiting  for  their  convidlion  in  an  ccclefiaHical  court, 
or  rather  in  lieu  of  the  penalties  which  fuch  court 
might  inflidl. 

This  was  thought  an  invafion  ofc  he  fpiritual  power, 
and  bef.des  a  motive  of  avarice  was  fuppofed  to  lurk 
under  the  zeal  he  pretended  foi:  chaftity  of  the 
Church.  Anfehn,  though  Ut^Iy  relr  ^iid  to  royal  favour, 
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by  feveral  canons.  This  aflembjy  thinking  to 
take  a  more  effe£tual  courfe  a^ainft  that  abomina- 
tion,  as  it  was  called,  decreed  fcvere  penalties 
upon  thole  who  fhould  be  guilty  of  breaking  it, 
intreating  the  king  to  fee  the  law  put  in  execution  ; 
which  he  very  readily  undertook,  but  performed 
otherwife  than  was  expedied,  eluding  the  force  of 
the  law  by  an  evafion  to  his  own  advantage  :  for 
exacting  fines  of  the  delinquent  priefts,  he  fuffered 
them  to  keep  their  concubines  without  further 

and  to  the  pofTeiTion  of  the  revenues  of  his  fee,  could 
not  brook  fuch  proceedings :  he  difpatched  out  of  iV^r- 
matidy  a  chiding  epiftle  to  the  king.    A  (hort  extract 
from  it  may  fhew  the  fpirit  of  the  man,  and  the  ityle 
in  which  bifhops  durft  admonifli  their  fovereigns.  Au- 
dio  quod  veftra  excellentia  vindidam  exercet  fuper 
**  prefbyteros  Anglian,  et  forisfaduram  exigit  ab  iis  qui 
non  fervaverunt  praeceptum  concilii,  quod  ego  cum 
veftro  favore  tenui  apud  Lundoniam  cum  aliis  epiC- 
copis,  l3c.  quod  hadlenus  inauditum  &  inuiitatum 
in  ecciefia  Dei  de  ullo  rege  &  de  aliquo  principe. 
**  Non  enim  pertinet — hujufmodi  culpam  vindicare, 
*S  nifi  ad  fingulos  epifcopos— aut,  fi  &  epifcopiin  hoc 
**  negligentes  fuerint,  adarchiepifcopum  &  primatem — * 
precor  igitur — &  confulo,  — ne  vos  contra  eccleii- 
*'  afticam  confuetudinem  in  tarn  grave  peccatum  mit- 
"  tatis — dico  enim  vobis,  quod  valde  timere  debetis, 
'*  quod  pecunia  taliter  accepta — non  adjuvabit  terrcna 
"  negotia ;  ut  taceairj,  quantum  noceat  anim^,  quan- 
turn  pofiea  perturbabit.*'    The  kino;,  after  fuch  an 
inciepation '  was  cautious  of  interfering  with  ccclefia- 
ftical  difcipHne.    Frelh  fynods  threw  out  more  invec- 
tivc^and  fiercer  menaces  againfl  the  concubinage,  under 
which  term  was  included  the  marriage  of  clerks ;  but 
the  evil  was  ftill  unremoved.    Thus  matters  ftood  be- 
fore the  opening  0£  the  council  of  London  in  112Q, 
whofe  impolitic  inAS^.gement  is  here  cenfured  by  Dr. 
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difturbancc.  A  very  unaccountable  ftep  in  fo  wife 
a  body  for  their  own  concernments,  as  the  clergy 
of  thofe  times  is  lookt  upon  to  have  been  ;  and 
although  perhaps  the  fail  be  not  worth  recording, 
it  may  ferve  as  a  Icflbn  to  all  affemblies  never  to 
tr  uft  the  execution  of  a  law  in  the  hands  of  thofe 
who  will  find  it  more  to  their  interefts  to  fee  it 
broken  than  obferved  *. 

1 132,  The  emprefs  Maude  was  now  happily 
delivered  of  a  fon,  who  was  afterwards  king  of 
England  by  the  name  of  Henry  the  Second  :  and 

*  The  king  n-iight  now,  it  Teems,  animadvert  upon 
licentious  and  mp>.rried  priells  without  fear  of  a  primate*s 
reprimand;  the  Church  itfelf  had  refigned  this  branch 
of  her  difcipline  to  him:  but  he  was  far  from  anfwer- 
ing  the  wariln  expciflations  of  the  advocates  for  celibacy. 
Fines  indeed  he  exa6led  from  fuch  as  trefpafTed  againft 
the  canons :  this  vyas  a  happy  expedient  for  replenilh- 
ing  his  coffers  ;  but  v/hen  thofe  fines  had  been  paid  by 
clerks  under  cenfure,  he  connived  at  their  retaining 
wi'ves,  and  indulged  them  the  prote6lion  of  the  civil 
po^^■er.    For  we  mull  not  fay  with  Alfred  and  other 
Jefuits,  that  he  connived  at  their  keeping  trumpets, 
iiotwithfianding  that  the  i^rm  foe ari^r^  ufed  by  Matthew 
Paris,  may  feem  to  favour  fuch  reproach.    Uxores  is 
the  appellation  exprefsly  gi\^en  to  thofe  fpared  and  pitied 
domeflicks  by  Henry  Himtingdo)!^  Ho-vedoHs  the  Annals 
of  Margan  and  o\-  Wanjerley,  and  the  Chronicon  of  He- 
Ttingford.    [See  Collier,  Eccl.  Hift.  vol.  i.  p.  322.]  if 
it  was  an  overfight  in  the  clergy  to  iiltruft  the  king 
with  the  execution  of  their  laws  againft  concubinage, 
Henry  however  aAed  on  this  occafion,  the  good  politi- 
cian, by  difpenfing  with  thofe  v/ho  could  not  bear  a 
Yeparation  from  their  wives.    It  was  not  his  bufinefs  to 
extinguilh  connubial  love,  or  deftroy  family  connexions 
in  that  order.   A  married  clergy,  he  might  reafonably 
imagine,  would  never  become  fiaves  to  Rome,  nor  con- 
f^irs  with  any  pope  to  fubvert  the  civil  conllitution. 
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the  king  calling  a  parliament,  had  the  oath  of. 
fealty  repeated  by  the  nobles  and  clergy  to  her 
and  her  iflue,  which  in  the  compafs  of  three  years 
they  all  broke  or  forgot. 

1 1 34.  I  think  it  may  deferve  a  place  in  this 
hiftory  to  mention  the  laft  fcene  of  duke  Robertas 
life,  who,  either  through  the  poornefs  or  great- 
nefs  of  fpirit,  having  outlived  the  lofs  of  his 
honour,  his  dominions,  his  liberty,  his  eye-fight, 
and  his  only  fon,  was  at  laft  forced  to  fink  under 
the  load  of  eighty  years,  and  muft  be  allowed  for 
the  greateft  example  either  of  infenfibility  or  con- 
tempt of  earthly  things,  that  ever  appeared  in  a 
fovereign  or  private  perfon.  He  was  a  prince 
hardly  equalled  by  any  in  his  time  for  valour, 
condudl,  and  courtefy;  but  his  ruin  began  from 
the  eafinefs  of  his  nature,  which  whoever  knew 
how  to  manage,  were  fure  to  be  refufed  nothing 
they  could  afk.  By  fuch  profufion  he  was  reduced 
to  thofe  unhappy  expedients  of  remitting  his  rights 
for  a  penfion,  of  pawning  his  towns,  and  mul- 
tiplying taxes,  which  brought  him  into  hatred  and 
contempt  with  his  fubjedi^ ;  neither  do  I  think 
any  virtue  fo  little  commendable  in  a  fovereign  as 
that  of  liberality,  where  it  exceeds  what  his  ordi- 
nary revenues  can  fupply ;  where  it  pafles  thofe 
bounds,  his  fubje£ls  muft  all  be  opprefied  to  fliew 
his  bounty  to  a  few  flatterers,  or  he  muft  fell  his 
towns,  or  bafely  renounce  his  rights,  by  becoming 
penfioner  to  fome  pov/erful  prince  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ;  all  which  we  have  lived  to  fee  per- 
formed by  a  late  monarch  in  our  pwn  time  and 
country. 

1 1 35.  Since  the  reduction  of  Normandy  to  the 
king's  obedience,  he  found  it  necefiary  for  his 
affairs  to  fpend  in  that  duchy  fome  part  of  his  time 
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almoft  every  year,  and  a  little  before  the  death  or 
Robtrt  he  made  his  laft  voyage  there.  It  vi^as  ob- 
fervable  in  this  prince,  that  having  fome  years 
paft  very  narrowly  ellaped  ftiipwreck  in  his  paflage 
from  Normandy  into  England^  the  fenfe  of  his 
danger  had  made  very  deep  impreflions  on  his 
mine',  which  he  difcovercd  by  a  great  reformation 
in  his  life,  by  redrefling  fevera!  grievances,  and 
doii'g  many  a<3s  of  piety  ;  and  to  fhew  the  fteadi- 
nefs  of  his  refolutions,  he  kept  them  to  the*  laft, 
making  a  progrefs  tl  rough  mc-ft  parts  pf  Normandy^ 
treating  his  fubjefts  in  all  places  w^ith  great  fami- 
liarity and  kindnefs,  granting  their  petitions, 
eafing  their  taxes,  and,  in  a  w^ord,  giving  all 
poffible  marks  of  a  religious,  wife,  and  gracious 
prince. 

Returning  to  St,  Denys  le  Forment  from  his  pro- 
grefs a  litile  indifpofed,  he  there  fell  into  a  fever 
upon  a  furfeit  of  hmprey,  which  in  a  few  days 
ended  his  life.  His  body  was  conveyed  to  England^ 
and  buried  at  Reading  in  the  abbey-chuich  him- 
felf  had  founded. 

It  is  hard  to  iffirm  any  th'ng  peculiar  of  this 
prince's  chara£^er  ;  thofe  authors  who  have  at- 
tempted it  mentioningvery  little  but  what  was  com- 
mon to  him  with  thoufands  of  other  men  ;  neither 
have  they  recorded  any  of  thofe  perfonal  circum- 
ftances  or  pafTages,  which  only  can  difcover  fuch 
qualities  of  the  mind  2«  moft  diftinguifli  one  man 
from  another.  Thefe  defers  may  perhaps  appear 
in  the  ftories  of  many  fuecceding  kings ;  which 
makes  me  hope  i  (hall  not  be  altogether  blamed 
for  fomefimes  diTappointing  the  reader  in  a  point 
wherein  I  could  v/ifti  to  be  the  moft  exa£t. 

As  to  his  perfon,  he  is  defcribed  to  be  of  mid- 
file  ftature  3  bis  body  ftrong  fet  and  flefliy  ;  his 
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hair  black;  his  eyes  large;  his  countenance 
amiable,  and  very  pleaiant,  efpccially  when  he 
was  merry.  He  was  tenjperate  in  meat  ar.d  drink, 
and  a  hater  of  eflfeminacy,  a  vice  or  folly  nnich 
complained  of  in  his  time,  efpecially  that  circiim- 
fiance  of  long  artificial  hair,  which  he  forbad 
upon  fevere  penalties.  His  three  principal  virtues 
were  prudence,  valour,  and  eloquence, 
were  counterbalanced  by  three  i>reat  vices  ;  ava- 
rice, cruelty,  aid  \ui\  ;  of  which  thefirft  is  proved 
by  the  frequency  of  his  taxes  ;  the  fecond  by  his 
treatment  or  duke  Robert-,  and  the  lafl:  was  no!o- 
rious.  But  the  proof  of  his  virtues  doih  not  c'e- 
pend  on  fingle  inftances,  manifefting  them(elvcs 
thr  u;^h  the  u  hole  courfe  of  a  long  reign,  which 
was  hardly  attended  by  any  misfortune  that  pru- 
dence, juitice,  or  valour  could  prevent.  He  came 
to  the  crown  at  a  ripe  age,  when  he  had  palT-d 
thirty  years,  having  learned,  in  his  private  life, 
to  ftruggle  wnth  hardfhips,  whereof  he  had  l\is 
fnaie,  from  the  capricioufnefs  and  injuflice  of  boih 
his  brothers  ;  and  by  obferving  their  failures,  he 
had  learned  to  avoid  them  in  himfelf,  being  fieady 
and  uniform  in  his  w^hole  conduct,  which  were 
qualities  tiiey  both  feemed  chiefly  to  want.  This 
likewife  made  him  io  very  tenacious  as  he  was 
observed  to  be  in  his  love  and  hatred.  He  was 
a  ftrift  obferver  of  jufUce,  which  he  Teems  never 
to  have  violaied,  but  in  that  particular  cafe,  which 
political  cafuifts  are  pleafed  to  difpenfe  with, 
where  the  difpute  is  about  a  crown.  In  that  he  f 
^     ^     ^      ^  ^ 

f  Here  the  fentence  breaks  off  fliort,  and  is  left  un- 
Suiuied. 
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Confider  him  as  a  private  man,  he  was  petr 
haps  the  moft  accompliflied  perfon  of  his  age, 
having  a  facetious  wit,  cultivated  by  learning, 
and  advanced  with  a  great  fhare  of  natural  elo- 
quence, which  was  his  peculiar  talent:  and  it 
was  no  doubt  the  fenfe  he  had  of  this  laft  perfec- 
tion in  himfelf,  that  put  him  fo  often  upon  calling 
together  the  great  councils  of  the  nation,  where 
natural  oratory  is  of  moll  figure  as  well  as  ufe» 
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The  R  E I  G  N  of 

STEPHEN. 

X   HE  veneration  which  people  are  fuppofed 
naturally  to  pay  to  a  right  line,  and  a  lawful  title 
in  their  kings,  muft  be  upheld  by  a  long  uninter- 
rupted fucceflion,  otherwife  it  quickly  lofes  opi- 
nion, upon  which  the  ftrength  of  it,  although, 
not  the  juftice,  is  entirely  founded  :   and  where 
breaches  have  been  already  made  in  the  lineal  de- 
fcent,  there  is  little  fecurity  in  a  good  title  (though 
confirmed  by  promifes  and  oaths)  where  the  law- 
ful heir  is  abfent,  and  a  popular  afpiring  preten- 
der near  at  hand.    This,  I  think,  may  pafs  for  a 
maxim,  if  any  confequences  drav/n  from  hiftory 
can  pretend  to  be  called  fo,  having  been  verifiejj 
fucceflively  three  times  in  this  kingdom,  I  mean  by 
the   two  preceding  kings,   and  by  the  prince 
whofe  reign  we  are  now  writing.    Neither  cari 
this^obfervation  be  juftly  controuled  by  any  in- 
ftances  brought  of  future  princes,  v/ho  being  ab- 
fent at  their  predeceflbr's  death,  have  peaceably 
fucceeded,  thecircumftances  being  very  different  in 
every  cafe,  either  by  the  weaknefs  or  juftice  of 
pretenders,  or  elfe  by  the  long  eftablifhmcnt  of 
lineal  fucceffion. 

1 135.  Stephen  earl  of  Boulogne^  whofe  defcent 
hath  been  already  fliewn  in  the  foregoing  reign, 
was  the  fecondof  three  brothers,  whereof  the  eldeft 
was  Theobald  earl  of  Blois^  a  foverciim  prince,  and 
Hemy  the  youngeft  was  bifliop  of  JVincheJhr^  and 
pope's  legate  in  England.  At  the  time  of  king 
Henrf%  death,  his  daughter  the  empiefs  was  with 
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her  hufband  the  earl  of  Anjou^  a  grave  and  cap- 
tious prince,  altogether  unqualified  for  fudden 
enterpiizes  :  but  e  r!  Stephen^  Vv'ho  had  attended 
the  king  in  hi:^  laft  expedilion,  made  fo  great  dif- 
patch  ior  Eni^iand*^  th^t  the  council  had  not 
time  to  meet  and  make  any  declaration  about  a 
fucceff'>r.  When  the  lords  v/ere  affcinbled,  the 
le':i:ate  had  already,  by  his  credit  and  inHuencc 
among  them,  brought  over  a  great  party  to  his 
b'other's  interefts ;  iind  the  earl  himfelf,  knowing 
wi  b  v/hat  fucccfs  the  like  methods  were  ufed  by 
his  two  'aft  predeceflbrs,  was  very  iib^eral  of  his 
piomifes  to  amend  the  laws,  fupport  the  church, 
ann  red-efs  grievances  :  for  all  which  the  biftiop 
undertook  to  be  guarantee.  And  thus  vvas  Stephen 
elected  by  thole  very  perfons  v;ho  had  fo  lately, 
and  in  fo  fok  mn  a  maiiner,  more  than  once  (worn 
fcih^ry  to  another. 

The  motives  whereby  the  nobility  was  fwaycd 
to  proceed  after  this  manner,  were  olwious  enoui^h. 
^  here  had  been  a  perpetual  ftruggle  betwe  en  them 
nnd  their  former  kino:s  in  the  defence  of  their  li- 
bcnies  ;  for  the  fecurity  whereof,  they  thought  a 
king  eletStcd  without  other  title,  would  be  readier 
to  enter  into  any  obligations,  and  being  held  in 
conftant  depcndance,  would  be  lefs  tempted  to 
break  them  :  therefore,  as  at  his  coronafon  they 
obtained  full  fecurity  by  his  taking  new  and  addi- 
tional oaths  in  favour  of  their  liberties,  their  oa.h 
of  fealty  to  him  was  hut  conditional,  to  be  of 
force  no  longer  than  he  fhouid  be  true  to  thofe 
llipulations. 

*  Stephen  was  at  Boulcgtie  when  he  received  the  nev/s 
of  Hcnry^s  death,  '['he  icrds  prefent  with  the  king  at 
the  time  of  hi^  deceafe,  '  ere  the  earls  of  Glccefter.  Sur- 
ry,  and  LeiceJIer  ;  the  counts  oi  Mortagne  and  Mtulanty 
snd  foiTie  governors  of  caftlcs. 
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But  other  reafons  were  contrived  and  given 
out  to  fatisfy  the  people  :  they  were  told  it  was  an 
indignity  for  fo  noble  a  nation  to  be  governed  by 
a  woman  ;  that  the  late  king  had  promifed  to 
marry  his  daughter  within  the  realm,  and  bycon- 
fentof  parliament,  neither  of  which  was  obferved  : 
and  laftly,  Hugh  Blgod^  fteward  to  king  Henry^ 
took  a  voluntary  oath,  before  the  archbifliop  of 
Canterbury^  that  his  matter,  in  his  lafl:  ficknefs, 
had,  upon  fome  difpleafure,  ditinhwrited  his  daugh- 
ter. 

He  received  the  crown  with  one  great  advan- 
tasie  that  could  bed  enable  him  to  preferve  it : 
this  was  the  pofieflion  of  his  uncle's  treafurcs,  a- 
moun'ing  to  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and 
reckoned  as  a  prodigious  fum  in  thofe  days  ;  by 
the  help  of  which,  without  ever  raifmg  one  tax 
upon  the  people,  he  defended  an  unjuft  title  againft 
the  lawful  heir  during  a  perpetual  conteft  of  ai- 
mi. ft  iwenty  yea-s. 

In  order  to  defend  himfelf  sgainft  any  fudden 
invafion,  which  he  had  caufe  enouL^/a  to  expe£l^ 
he  gave  all  men  licence  to  build  caftles  upon  their 
la  lids,  which  proved  a  very  miiiaken  piece  of  po- 
liticks, although  grounded  upon  feme  appearance 
of  reafon.  The  king  fuppofed  that  no  invader 
woulrl  venture  to  advance  into  the  heart  of  his 
country  without  reducing  every  caftle  in  his  way, 
which  muft  be  a  work  of  mvich  time  and  diffi- 
culty, nor  would  be  able  to  afford  men  to  block 
them  up,  and  fecure  his  retreat  :  which  way  of 
arguing  may  be  good  enough  to  a  prince  of  an 
wnJifputed  title,  and  entirely  in  the  hearts  of  his 
fuHje£ls  :  but  numerous  cattlfc  are  ill  defenders 
of  an  ufurpation,  beijig  the  commoa  retreat  of 
maUcontents,  where  they  can  fly  with  fecurity^ 
and  diicuver  their  affections  a*  they  plcafe  :  by 
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which  means  the  enemy,  although  beaten  in  the 
field,  may  ftill  preferve  his  footing  in  the  bowels 
of  a  country  j  may  wait  fupplies  from  abroad^  • 
and  prolong  a  war  for  many  years  :  nor,  while  he 
is  matter  of  any  caflles,  can  he  ever  be  at  mercy 
by  any  fuddeh  misfortune ;  but  may  be  always  ia 
a  condition  of  demanding  terms  for  himfelf.  Thefe, 
and  many  other  effects  of  fo  pernicious  a  counfel, 
the  king  found  through  the  whole  courfe  of  his 
reign  ;  which  was  entirely  fpent  in  fieges,  revolts, 
furprizes,  and  furrenders,  with  very  few  battles, 
but  no  decifive  a£lion  :  a  period  of  much  mifery 
and  confufion,  which  affords  little  that  is  memor- 
able for  events,  or  ufeful  for  the  inflrudtion  of 
pofterity. 

1 1 36,  The  firfi:  confiderable  enemy  that  ap- 
peared againft  him  was  David  king  of  Scots^  who 
having  taken  the  oath  of  fealty  to  Maude  and  her 
iifuc,  being  further  engaged  by  the  ties  of  blood, 
and  ftirred  up  through  the'perfuafions  of  feveral 
EngUJh  nobles,  began  to  take  up  arms  in  her 
caufe ;  and  invading  the  northern  parts,  took 
Car U fie  and  Ntwcafile\  but  upon  the  king's  fpeedy 
approach  with  his  forces,  a  peace  was  prefently 
made,  and  the  towns  refi®red.  However,  the 
Scottifi  prince  would,  by  no  means,  renounce  his 
ndel  ity  to  the  emprefs,  by  paying  homage  to  Ste^ 
then ;  fo  that  an  expedient  was  found  to  have  it 
performed  by  his  cldefl  fon  :  in  confideration  of 
which  the  king  gave,  or  rather  reftored,  to  him 
the  earldom  of  Huntington, 

Upon  his  return  to  London  from  this  expedition, 
he  happened  to  fall  fick  of  a  lethargy,  and  it  was 
confidentiy  given-  out  that  he  was  dead.  This 
report  was,  with  great  induftry  and  artifice,  dif- 
perfed  by  his  enemies,  which  quickly  difcovered 
the  ill  inclination  of  fcveral  lords,  who,  although 
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they  never  believed  the  thing,  yet  made  ufe  of  it 
for  an  occafion  or  pretext  to  fortify  their  caftles, 
which  they  refufed  to  furrender  to  the  king  him- 
felf ;  but  Stephen  was  refolved,  as  he  faid,  to  con- 
vince them  that  he  was  alive  and  well ;  for  com- 
ing againft  them  before  he  was  expeded,  he  re- 
covered Exeter^  Noriuich  and  other  fortified 
places,  although  not  without  much  difficulty. 

It  is  obvious  enough  to  wonder  how  a  prince 
of  fo  much  valour,  and  other  excellent  endow- 
ments, eleded  by  the  church  and  ftate,  after  a 
compliance  with  all  conditions  they  could  impofe 
on  him,  and  in  an  age  when  fo  little  regard  was 
had  to  the  lineal  defcent,  laftly  confirmed  by  the 
pope  himfelf,  fhould  be  foon  deferted  and  op- 
pofed  by  thofe  very  perfons  who  had  been  the 
moft  inltrumental  to  promote  him.  But,  hefide 
his  defeflive  title,  and  the  undiftinguiflied  liberty 
of  building  caftles,  there  were  three  circumftancest 
which  very  much  contributed  to  thofe  perpetual 
revolts  of  the  nobles  againft  him  :  firft,  that  upon 
,  his  coming  to  the  crown  he  was  very  liberal  in  dif- 
tributing  lands  and  honours  to  feveral  young  gen,- 
tlemen^of  noble  birth,  who  came  to  make  their 
court,  whereby  he  hoped  to  get  the  reputation  of 
a  generous  prince,  and  to  ftrengthen  his  party  a- 
gaiuft  the  emprefs  :  but  by  this  encouragement,  the 
number  of  pretenders  quickly  grew  too  faft  uport 
him  ;  and  when  he  had  granted  all  he  was  able, 
he  was  forced  to  difmils  the  reft  with  piomifes 
and  excufes,  who,  either  out  of  envy  or  difcon- 
tent,  or  elfe  to  mend  their  fortunes,  never  failed 
to  become  his  enemies  upon  the  firft  occafion  that 
offered.  Secondly,  when  he  had  reduced  feveral 
caftles  and  towns  which  bad  given  the  firft  exam- 

*  Hugh  Bigod  had  feized  No?'n,vich  caftlc, 
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pie  of  defeflion  from  him,  he  hardly  inflifted  the 
leaft  punifliment  on  the  authors;  which  unfea- 
fonable  mercy,  that  in  another  prince  and  another 
2ge  woujc!  have  been  called  greatnefs  of  fpirit, 
paffed  in  him  for  pufillanimity  and  fear,  and 
is  reckoned,  by  the  writers  of  thofe  times,  to 
have  been  the  caufe  of  many  fucceeding  revolts. 
The  third  circumflance  was  of  a  different  kind  : 
for,  obferving  how  little  good  efte£l  he  had  found 
by  his  liberality  and  indulgence,  he  would  needs 
try  the  other  extream,  which  was  not  his  talent. 
Ke  began  to  infringe  the  articles  of  his  charter  ; 
to  recal  or  dilown  the  promifes  he  had  mj^de ;  and 
to  rcpulfe  petitioners  with  rough  treatment,  which 
was  the  more  unacceptable  by  being  new  and  un- 
expefted. 

1137.  Mean  time  the  earl  of  Anjou^  who  was 
not  in  a  condition  to  afi'ert  his  Vv^ife's  title  to  Eng- 
iand^  hearing  Stephen  was  employed  at  home,  eri- 
tercd  Nor?nandy  with  fmall  force,  and  found  it  no 
difficult  matter  to  feize  feveral  towns.  The  A^^^r- 
?hans^  in  the  prefcnt  diftra6iion  of  affairs,  not 
well  knowing  what  prince  to  obey,  at  laft  fent 
an  invitation  to  Theobald  earl  of  Llols^  l^^ng  ^^^^ 
phcns  eldeft  brother,  to  accept  their  dukedom 
upon  the  condition  of  protc6ting  them  from  the 
prefent  infults  of  the  earl  of  j^njou.  But  before 
ihis  matter  could  come  to  an  ifiue,  Stephen^  who, 
i:po,n  redu£\ion  of  the  towns  already  mentioned, 
had  found  a  ftort  interval  of  quiet  from  his  Eng- 
lifn  fubje£is,  arnved  with  unexpe61td  fpeed  into 
X'sormaudy  ;  where  Geoffry  of  Anjou  foon  fled  be- 
fore him,  and  the  whole  duchy  came  over  to  his 
obedience  \  for  the  further  fet^kment  whereof  he 
made  peace  with  the  king  of  F'  ana  \  conflituted 
his  fon  Eiiflace  duke  of  Normandy  ;  and  made  him 
fwear  fealty  to  that  prince,  and  do  him  homage. 
His  bfo:htr  Theobald^  who  began  to  expgftulate 

upoa 


(    273  ) 


upon  this  difappointment,  he  pacified  with  a  pen- 
fion  of  two  thoufand  marks  *  :  and  even  the  earl 
of  Jnjou  himfelf,  who  in  right  of  his  wife,  made 
demands  of  Stephen  for  the  kingdom  of  Englancly 
finding  he  was  no  equal  match  at  prefent,  was 
perfuaded  to  become  his  penfioncr  for  five  thou- 
fand more  +. 

Stephen^  upon  his  return  to  England^  met  with 
an  account  of  new  troubles  from  the  north  ;  for 
the  king  of  Scots^  under  pretence  of  obferving  his 
oath  of  fealty  to  the  emprefs,  infefted,  the  bor- 
ders, and  frequently  making  cruel  inroads,  plun- 
dered and  laid  wafte  all  before  him. 

1 138.  In  order  to  revenge  this  bafe  and  perfidi- 
ous treatment,  the  king,  in  his  march  northward, 
fat  down  before  Bedford^  and  took  it  after  a  fiege 
of  twenty  days.  This  town  was  part  of  the  earl- 
dom of  Huntington^  given  by  Stephen  in  the  late 
peace  to  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  Scottijh  king,  for 
for  which  the  young  prince  did  homage  to  him  ; 
and  it  was  upon  that  account  defended  by  a  gar- 
rifon  of  Scots,  Upon  intelligence  of  this  furren- 
der,  king  David^  overcome  with  fury,  entered 
Northumberland^  where,  letting  loofe  the  rage  of 
his  foldiers,  he  permitted  and  encouraged  them  to 
commit  all  manner  of  inhumanities  ;  which  they 
performed  in  fo  execrable  a  manner  as  would 
fcarce  be  credible,  if  it  were  not  attefted  by  al- 
moft  the  univerfal  confent  of  writers  :  they  ript 
up  women  with  child,  drew  ojt  the  infants,  and 

*  The  mark  of  Normandy  is  to  be  underftood  here. 
Such  a  penfion  in  that  age  was  equivalent  to  one  of 
3  J  ,oco  /.  fterling  in  the  prefent. 

t  Five  thoufand  marks  of  filver  coin  was,  in  this 
reign,  of  the  fame  value  as  the  fum  of  77,500  /.  mo- 
dern currency,  is  now.  Here  again  the  Nor  manic  Mark 
feems  to  be  ufed. 

Vol.  VI.  T  toffed 
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tofied  them  i^pon  the  points  of  their  lances  :  they 
murdered  priells  before  the  altars ;  then  cutting 
the  heads  from  off  the  crucifixes,  in  their  ftead 
put  on  the  heads  of  thofe  they  had  murdered  : 
with  many  other  inftances  of  monftrous  barbarity 
too  foul  to  relate  :  but  cruelty  being  ufually  at- 
tended v/ith  cowardice,  this  perfidious  prince, 
upon  the  app-roach  of  king  Stephen^  fled  into  places 
of  fecurity.  The  king  of  England.^  finding  no 
enemy  on  whom  to  employ  his  revenge,  marched 
forward  into  the  country,  deftroying  with  fire 
and  fword  all  the  fouthern  parts  ;  and  would,  in 
all  probability,  have  made  terrible  impreffions  into 
the  heart  of  Scotland^  if  he  had  not  beenfuddenly 
recalled  by  a  more  dangerous  fire  at  home,  which 
had  been  kindled  in  his  abfence,  and  was  now 
broken  out  into  a  flame. 

Robert  earl  of  Glocejler^  natural  fon  of  the  late 
king,  came  into  England  fome  time  after  the  ad- 
vancement of  Stephen  to  the  crown  ;  and,  yield- 
ing to  the  neceflity  of  the  time,  took  the  oath  of 
fealty  upon  the  fame  condition  ufed  by  the  other 
nobles,  to  be  of  force  fo  long  as  the  king  fliould 
keep  his  faith  with  him,  and  preferve  his  dignity 
inviolate  :  but,  being  in  his  heart  wholiy  devoted 
to  the  interefts  or  the  emprefs  his  filler,  and  moved 
by  the  perfuafions  of  feveral  religious  men,  he 
had,  with  great  fecrecy  and  application,  fo  far 
praftifed  upon  the  levity  or  difcontents  of  feveral 
lords,  as  to  gain  them  to  his  party  :  for  the  king 
had,  of  late,  very  much  alienated  the  nobles 
againft  him  ;  firft,  by  feizing  feveral  of  their  per- 
fons,  and  difpofiTeffing  them  of  their  lands  ;  and, 
fecondly,  by  taking  into  his  favour  William  D^Tpres^ 
a  Flemij})  commander  of  noble  birt  ,  but  ba- 
niftied  by  his  prince.  This  man,  with  many  o5 
his  followers,  the  king  employed  chiefly  both  in 
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his  councils  and  his  armies,  and  made  him  eart 
of  Kent^  to  the  great  envy  and  difpleal'ure  of  his 
Englijh  fubjedls.    The  earl  of  Glocejier^  therefore, 
and  his  accomplices,  having  prepared  all  things 
neceflary  for  an  infurrecStion,  it  was  agreed  among 
them,  that  v^hile  the  king  v^as  engaged  againft 
the  Scots^  each  of  them  fliould  fecure  what  tovv^ns 
and  caftles  they  could,  and  openly  declare  for  the 
cmprefs.  Accordingly  earl  Robert  fuddenly  fortiified 
himfelf  in  Brijlol ;  the  reft  followed  his  example  ; 
Hereford^  Shrew/bury^  Ludlow^  Dover  *,  and  many 
other  places,  were  feized  by ,  feveral  lords,  and 
the  defediion  grew  fo  formidable,  that  the  king, 
to  his  great  grief,  was  forced  to  leave  his  Scottijh 
expedition  unfiniftied,  and  return  with  all  pof- 
fible  fpeed  to  fupprefs  the  rebellion  begun  by  his 
fubje6ls  :  having  firft  left  the  care  of  the  north  to 
Thiirjlan  archbilhop  of  York  ;  with  orders  carefully 
to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  Scots. 

Whilft  the  king  was  employed  in  the  fouth  in 
reducing  his  difcontented  lords,  and  their  caftles, 
to  his  obedience,  David^  prefuming  upon  the  dif- 
tance  between  them,  re-entered  England  with 
more  numerous  forces^  and  greater  defigns,  than 
before :  for,  without  lofmg  more  time  than  what 
was  neceflary  to  pillage  and  deftroy  the  country 
as  he  marched,  he  refolved  to  befiege  York^  which, 
if  he  could  force  to  furrender,  would  ferve  as  a 
convenient  frontier  againft  the  Englijh,    To  this 

*  Robert  earl  of  Glocejier  had  been  intruded  by  Sie^ 
phen  with  the  cullody  of  Do'ver  Caflie  :  but  Robert  ly- 
ing now  under  heavy  fufpicion,  the  king  refolved  to 
fecure  that  important  fortrefs  by  force,  font  Matilda. 
his  queen  to  lay  fiege  to  it ;  to  whom,  after  feme 
defence,  Walchelin^  the  deputy-governor,  furrendered 
it. 
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end,  advancl/ig  near  the  city,  and  having  pitched 
his  tents,  he  fat  down  before  it  with  his  whole 
army.     In  the  mean  time  archbifhop  Thurjion^ 
having  ah'eady  fummoned  the  nobles  and  gentry 
of  the  fliire  and  parts  adjacent,  had,  by  powerful 
perfuafions,  incited  them  to  defend  their  country 
againft  a  treacherous,  bloody,  and  reftlefs  enemy  : 
fo  that  before  the  king  of  Scotland  could  make  any 
progrefs  in  the  fiege,  the  whole  power  of  the 
north  was  united  ao;ainft  him,  under  the  earl  of 
jilhemarle^  and  feveral  other  nobles.  Archbiftiop 
37?^»'r/?^'^;  happening  to  fall  fick,  could  not  go  in 
perfon  to  the  army,  but  fent  the  bifhop  of  Dur- 
ham in  his  ftead  ;  by  whofe  encouragements  the 
Englijh^  although  in  number  far  inferior,  advanced 
boldy  towards  the  enemy,  and  olFered  them  bat- 
tle, which  was  as  readily  accepted  by  the  Scots^ 
who,  fending  out  a  party  of  horfe  to  fecure  the 
rifing  ground,  were  immediately  attacked  by  the 
Englijh^  and,  after  a  fharp  difpute,  entirely  de- 
feated.   In  the  heat  of  the  battle  the  king  of 
Scots y  and  his  fon  Henry  earl  of  Huntington^  gave 
many  proofs  of  great  perfonal  valour.  The  young 
prince  fell  with  fuch  fiercenefs  upon  a  body  of 
the  Englijh,  that  he  utterly  broke  and  difperfed 
them  ;  and  was  purfuing  his  victory,  when  a  cer- 
tain man,  bearing  aloft  the  head  of  an  enemy  he 
had  cut  off,  cried  out,  It  was  the  head  of  the 
Scoitijh  king,  which  being  heard  and  believed  on 
both  fides,  the  Englijhy  who  had  lately  fled,  ral- 
lied again,  allaulting  their  enemies  with  new  vi- 
gour ;  the  Scots^  on  the  other  fide,  difcouraged  by 
the  fuppofed  death  of  their  prince,  began  to  turn 
their  backs :  the  kins:  and  his  fon  ufed  all  endea- 
vours  to  flop  their  flight,  and  made  feveral  brave 
ftands  againft  the  enemy  ;  but  the  greateft  part  of 
their  army  being  fled,  and  themielves  almoft  en- 
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compafTed,  they  were  forced  to  give  way  to  for- 
tune, and  with  much  difficulty  made  their  efcape. 

The  lofs  on  the  Englijh  fide  was  inconfidcrable  ;  * 
but  of  Scots^  by  general  confent  of  writers,  ten 
thoufand  were  flain.  And  thus  ended  the  war  of 
the  Standard,  as  it  was  ufually  called  by  the  au- 
thors of  that  age,  becaufe  the  Englijh^  upon  a 
certain  engine,  raifed  the  maft  of  a  ftiip,  on  the 
top  whereof,  in  a  filver  box,  they  put  the  confe- 
crated  wafer,  and  fattened  the  ftandards  of  5/, 
Peter  and  other  faints  :  this  gave  them  courage, 
by  remembring  they  were  to  fight  in  the  prefence 
of  God  ;  and  ferved  likewife  for  a  mark  where  to 
re  -affemble  when  they  ftiould  happen  to  be  dif- 
perfed  by  any  accident  or  misfortune. 

1 139.  Mean  time  the  king  was  equally  fuccefs- 
ful  againft  his  rebellious  lords  at  home,  having 
taken  moft  of  their  caftles  and  ftrong  holds,  and 
the  earl  of  Glocefler  himfelf,  no  longer  able  to 
make  any  refiftance,  withdrew  into  Normandy^  to 
concert  new  meafures  with  the  emprefs  his  fifter. 
Thus  the  king  had  leifure  and  opportunity  for 
another  expedition  into  Scotland^  to  purfue  and 
improve  his  viftory,  where  he  met  u'ith  no  oppo- 
fition  :  however,  he  was  at  length  perfuaded  with 
much  difficulty  to  accept  his  own  conditions  of  a 
peace  ;  and  David  delivered  up  to  him  his  eldeft 
fon  Henry^  as  hoftage  for  performance  of  articles 
between  them. 

The  king,  in  his  return  homeward,  laid  fiege 
to  Ludlow  caftle,  which  had  not  been  reduced 
with  the  reft  :  here  prince  Henry  of  Scotland^  boil- 
ing with  youth  and  valour,  and  expofmg  his  per- 
fon  upon  all  occafions,  was  lifted  from  h'S  horfe 
by  an  iron  grapple  let  down  from  the  wall,  and 
would  have  been  hoifted  up  into  the  caftle,  if 
the  king  had  not  immediately  flown  to  his  affi- 

T  3  ftance. 


(    278  ) 


fiance,  and  brought  him  off  with  his  own  hand§ 
by  main  force  from  the  enemy,  whom  he  fooi^ 
•  compelled  to  furrender  the  caftle. 

1 140.  Stephen  having  thus  fubdued  his  invete- 
rate enemies  the  5^^?/^,  and  reduced  his  rebellious 
nobles,  began  to  entertain  hopes  of  enjoying  a 
little  eafe.    But  he  v/as  deftined  to  the  ppfleffion 
of  a  crown  with  perpetual  difturbance  ;  for  he 
was  hardly  returned  from  his  northern  expedition, 
when  he  received  intelligence  that  the  emprefs, 
accompanied  by  her  brother  the  earl  of  Gloce/ier^ 
was  preparing  to  come  for  England^  in  order  to 
difpute  her  title  to  the  kingdom.    The  king,  who 
knew  by  experience  v  hat  a  powerful  party  flie 
already  had  to  efpoufe  her  interefts,   very  rea- 
fonably  concluded,  the  defection  from  him  would 
be  much  greater,  when  fhe  appeared  in  perfon  to 
countenance  and  reward  it ;  he  therefore  began 
again  to  repent  of  the  licence  he  had  granted  for 
building  caftles,  which  were  now  like  to  prove 
fo  many  places  of  fecurity  for  his  enemies,  and 
fortifications  againft  himfeif ;   for  he  knew  not 
whom  to  truft,  vehemently  fufpefting  his  nobles 
ever  fmce  their  laft  revolt.    He  therefore  caft 
about  for  fome  artifice  to  get  into  his  hands  as 
many  of  their  caftles  as  he  could  :  in  the  ftrength 
and  magnificence  of  which  kind  of  ftrudlures, 
the  bifhops  had  far  outdone  the  reft,  and  were 
upon  that,  as  well  as  other  accounts,  very  much 
maligned  and  envied  by  the  temporal  lords,  v/ho 
were  extream  jealous  of  the  churches  encreafmg 
power,  and  glad  upon  all  occafions  to  fee  the 
prelates  humbled.    The  king,  therefore,  having 
formed  his  project,  refolvcd  to  make  trial  where 
he  could  forefee  leaft  danger  in  the  confequences. 
At  a  parliament  or  aft'embly  of  nobles  at  Oxford^ 
it  was  contrived  to  raife  a  quarrel  between  the 
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fervants  of  fome  bifliops  and  thofe  of  Alon  count  of 
Dinan  in  Bretagne^  upon  a  contention  of  rqoms  in 
their  inns.  Stephen  took  hold  of  this  avdantage, 
fent  for  the  bifliops,  taxed  them  with  breaking 
his  peace,  and  demanded  the  keys  of  their  caftles, 
adding  threats  of  imprifonment  if  they  dared  to 
difobey.  Thofe  whom  the  king  chiefly  fufpeiled, 
or  rather  who  had  built  the  moft  and  flrongeft 
caftles,  were  Roger  bifliop  of  Salijhury^  with  his 
nephew  and  natural  fon  the  bilhops  of  Ely  and 
Lincoln^  whom  the  king,  by  many  circumftances 
of  rigor,  compelled  to  furrender,  going  himfelf 
in  perfon  to  feize  the  Devizes  *,  then  efleemed 
the  nobleft  ftru6lure  of  Europe^  and  built  by  the 
fore-mentioned  bifliop  Roger^  whofe  treafure,  to 
the  value  of  forty  thoufand  marks  f ,  there  like- 
wife  depofited,  fell,  at  the  fame  time,  into  the 
king's  hand,  which  in  a  few  days  broke  the  bi- 
/hop's  heart,  already  worn  with  age  and  infirmity. 
It  may,  perhaps,  not  be  thought  a  digreffion  to 
fay  fomething  of  the  fortunes  of  this  prelate,  who, 
from  the  lowefl:  beginnings,  came  to  be,  without 
difpute,  the  greatefl  churchman  of  any  fubje£l  ia 
his  age.  It  happened  that  the  late  king  Henry ^ 
in  the  reign  of  his  brother,  being  at  a  village  in 
Normandy^  wanted  a  prieft  to  fay  mafs  before  him 
and  his  train,  when  this  man,  who  was  a  poor 
curate  thereabouts,  offered  his  fervice,  and  per- 
formed it  with  fo  much  dexterity  and  fpced,  that 

*  According  to  Orderkus  Viialis  this  cadle  was  de- 
fended by  Maude  of  Ram/hury,  the  bilhop's  concubine* 
fipifcopi  pellex  principalem  munifionem  fervahat, 

t  This  prelate's  treafure  is  doubtlefs  computed  by 
the  fmaller  or  Sax-n  mark  ;  the  ufe  of  which  Hill  pre- 
vailed in  England:  and  even  thus  computed,  it  amounts 
to  a  vaft  fum,  ec[ual  to  about  116,350/.  of  modern 
jaoney. 
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the  foldiers  who  attended  the  prince  recommended 
him  to  their  mafter,  upon  that  account,  as  a 
very  proper  chaplain  for  military  men  ;  but  it 
feems  he  had  other  talents  ;  for  having  gotten  into 
the  prince's  fervicc,  he  foon  difcovered  great  ap- 
plication and  addrefs,  much  order  and  oeconomy 
in  the  management  of  his  matter's  fortunes,  which 
were  wholly  left  to  his  care.  After  Henry's  ad- 
vancement to  the  crown,  this  chaplain  grew  chief 
in  his  favour  and  confidence  :  was  made  bifhop 
Salijbury^  chancellor  of  England^  employed  in  al! 
his  moft  weighty  affairs,  and  ufually  left  vicege- 
rent of  the  realm  while  the  king  was  abfent  in 
Normandy.  He  was  among  the  flrfl  that  fwore 
fealty  to  Maude  and  her  ifl'ue ;  and  among  the 
firfl  that  revolted  from  her  to  Stephen^  offering 
fuch  reafons  in  council  for  fetting  her  afide,  as, 
by  the  credit  and  opinion  of  his  wifdom,  were 
very  prevalent.  But  the  king,  in  a  few  years, 
forgot  all  obligations,  and  the  bifhop  fell  a  facri- 
fice  in  his  old  age  to  thofe  treafures  he  had  been 
fo  long  heaping  up  for  its  fupport.  A  jufl  re- 
ward for  his  ingratitude  towards  the  prince  that 
raifed  him,  to  be  ruined  by  the  ingratitude  of 
another,  whom  he  had  been  fo  very  inftrumental 
to  raife. 

But  Henry  bifhop  of  Wincheffer^  the  pope's  le- 
gate, not  able  to  endure  this  violation  of  the 
church,  called  a  council  of  all  the  prelates  to  meet 
at  WincheJleVy  where  the  king  being  fummoned, 
appeared  by  his  advocate,  who  pleaded  his  caufe 
with  much  learning  ;  and  the  archbifliop  of  Rouen 
coming  to  the  council,  declared  his  opinion,  That 
although  the  canons  did  not  allow  the  bifhops  to 
pofTefs  caflles,  yet  in  dangerous  times  they  ought 
to  deliver  them  up  to  the  king.  This  opinion 
Stephen  followed  very  fleadily,  not  yielding  a  tittle, 
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although  the  legate  his  brother  ufed  all  means, 
both  rough  and  gentle,  to  work  upon  him. 

The  council  ©f  bifliops  broke  up  without  other 
efFecl:  than  that  of  leaving  in  their  minds  an  im- 
placable hatred  to  the  king,  in  a  very  opportune 
jun£lure  for  the  interefts  of  Maude^  who,  about 
this  time,  landed  at  Portfmouth  with  her  brother 
Robert  earl  of  Glocejier,  The  whole  force  (he 
brought  over  for  this  expedition  confided  but  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  knights*^  for  flie  trufted 
^altogether  in  her  caufe  and  her  friends.  With 
this  flender  attendance  (he  went  to  Arundel^  and 
was  there  received  into  the  caftle  by  the  widow 
of  the  late  king  ;  while  earl  Robert^  accompanied 
only  by  tw^enty  men,  marched  boldly  to  his  own 
city  of  Glocejier^  in  order  to  raife  forces  for  the 
emprefs,  where  the  townfmen  turned  out  the 
king's  garifons  as  foon  as  they  heard  of  his  ap- 
proach. 

King  Stephen  was  not  furprized  at  the  news  of 
the  emprefs's  arrival,  being  a  thing  he  had  al- 
ways counted  upon,  and  was  long  preparing  him* 
felf  againft.  He  was  glad  to  hear  how  ill  flie 
was  provided,  and  r.efolved  to  ufe  the  opportunity 
of  her  brother's  abfence  ;  for,  hafting  down  to 
Arundel  with  a  fufficient  ftrength,  he  laid  fiege  to 
the  caftle,  in  hopes,  by  fecuring  her  perfon,  to 
put  a  fpeedy  end  to  the  war. 

But  there  wanted  not  fome  very  near  about  the 
king,  who,  favouring  the  party  of  Maude^  had 
credit  enough  to  prevail  with  him  not  to  venture 

*  In  thefe  times  none  ferved  on  horfeback  but  gen- 
tlemen or  knights,  in  right  of  their  fiefs,  or  their  re- 
prefentatives,  called  Men  at  Arms  ;  and  each  of  thefe 
was  attended  by  at  leaH  two  fervants  or  retainers 
{nounted  and  armed. 

time 
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.time  and  reputation  againft  an  impregnable  for- 
trcfs,  but  rather,  by  withdrawing  his  forces,  per- 
mit her  to  retire  to  fome  lefs  fortified  place,  where 
fht  might  more  eafily  fall  into  his  hands.  This  * 
advice  the  king  took  againft  his  own  opinion  ;  the 
cmprefs  fled  out  of  Jrundel  by  night ;  and,  after 
frequent  lliifting  her  ftages  through  feveral  towns, 
which  had  already  declared  in  her  favour,  fixt 
herfelf  at  laft  at  Lincoln  ;  where,  having  all  things 
provided  neceffary  for  her  defence,  fhe  refolved  to 
continue,  2nd  expeited  a  general  revolt  of  the 
EngliJI)  to  her  fide,  or  the  decifion  of  war  between 
the  kino;  and  her  brother. 

1 141.  But  Stephen^  who  had  purfued  the  em- 
prefs  from  place  to  place,  hearing  fhe  had  fliut  i 
herfelf  up  in  Lincoln^  refolved  to  give  her  no  reft  ; 
and  to  help  on  his  defign,  it  fell  out  that  the 
citizens  in  hatred  to  the  carl  of  CheJIer^  who  com-* 
manded  there  for  the  emprefs,  fent  a  private  invi- 
tation to  the  king,  with  promife  to  deliver  the 
town  and  their  governor  into  his  hands.  The 
king  came  accordingly  and  poflefled  himfelfof  the 
town ;  but  Maude  and  the  earl  made  their  efcape 
a  few  days  before.  However,  many  great  perfons 
of  Maude  s  party  remained  prifoners  to  the  king, 
and  among  the  reft  the  earl  of  Chejiers  wife,  who 
was  daughter  to  the  earl  of  Gloucejler.  Thefe  two 
earls  refolving  to  attempt  the  relief  of  their  friends, 
marched  with  ail  their  forces  near  Lincoln^  where 
they  found  the  enemy  drawn  up  and  ready  to 
leceive*  them.  The  next  morning,  after  battle 
offered  by  the  lords,  and  accepted  by  the  king, 
both  fides  made  ready  to  engage.  The  king 
having  difpofed  his  cavalry  on  each  wing,  placed 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  foot,  in  whom  he  repofed 
much  confidence.  The  army  of  the  lords  was 
divided  in  three  bodies  \  thofe  whom  king  Stephen 
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hd.d  baniftied  were  placed  in  the  middle,  the  earl 
of  CheJIer  led  the  van,  and  the  ear]  of  Glocejler 
commanded  the  rear.  The  battle  was  fought 
at  firft  with  equal  advantage,  and  great  obftinacy 
on  both  fides  :  at  length  the  right  wing  of  the 
king's  hqrfe,  prefled  by  the  earl  of  Chejler^  galloped 
away,  not  without  fufpicion  of  treachery  ;  the 
left  followed  the  example.  The  king  beheld  their 
flight,  and  encouraging  thofe  about  him,  fell  with 
undaunted  valour  upon  the  enemy  ;  and  being 
for  fome  time  bravely  feconded  by  his  foot,  did 
great  execution.  At  length  overpowered  by  num- 
bers, his  men  began  to  difperfe,  and  Stephen  was 
left  almoft  alone  with  his  fword  in  his  hand, 
wherewith  he  oppofed  his  perfon  againft  a  whole 
viftorious  army,  nor  durft  any  be  fo  hardy  to  ap- 
proach him  ;  the  fword  breaking,  a  citizen  of 
Lincoln  put  into  his  hands  a  Danijh  battle-ax 
with  which  he  ftruck  to  the  ground  the  earl  of 
Chejter  f,  who  prefumed  to  come  within  his  reach. 
But  this  weapon  likewife  flying  in  pieces  with  the 
force  of  thiofe  furious  blows  he  dealt  on  all  fides, 
a  bold  knight  of  the  emprefs's  party,  named  WiU 
Jiam  de  Keynes^  laid  hold  on  his  helmet,  and  im- 
mediately cried  out  to  his  fellows,  I  have  got  the 
king  :  Then  the  refl:  ran  in,  and  he  was  taken 
prifoner  %. 

The  king  being  thus  fecured,  was  prefented 
to  the  emprefs,  then  at  Glocejler^  and  by  her  orders 
conveyed  to  Brijiol^  where  he  continued  in  flricl 
cuflody  nine  months,  although  with  honourable 
treatment  for  fome  time,  until  either  upon  endea- 

*  Sim,  Dunelmenjts, 
f  The  earl  of  Chejier  lived  neverthelefs  to  light  other 
jbattles,  and  died  tv/elve  years  afterwards  by  poifon. 
X  Gervas. 
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vouring  to  make  his  efcape,  or  in  malice  to  the 
Londoners^  who  had  a  great  afFe£tion  for  their 
king,  he  was,  by  exprcfs  command  from  the  em- 
prefs,  laid  in  irons,  and  ufed  with  other  circum- 
fianccs  of  feverity. 

This  victory  was  followed  by  a  general  defe£lion 
of  almoft  the  whole  kingdom  ;  and  the  earl  of 
jfnjou^  huftand  to  the  ernprefs,  upon  the  fame  of 
the  king's  defeat  and  imprifonment,  reduced  with- 
put  any  difficulty  the  whole  duchy  of  Normandy 
to  his  obedience. 

The  legate  himfelf,  although  brother  to  king 
Stephen^  received  her  at  Winchejhr  v;ith  great 
folemnity,  accepted  her  oath  for  governing  with 
juftice,  redrcffing  grievances,  and  fupporting  the 
rights  of  the  Church,  and  took  the  old  conditional 
one  of  fealty  to  her  ;  then  in  an  aflembly  of 
Bifhops  and  clergy  convoked  for  the  purpofe,  he 
difplayed  the  mifcarriages  of  his  brother,  and  de- 
clared his  approbation  of  the  emprefs  to  be  queen  ; 
to  which  they  unanimoufly  agreed.  To  compleat 
all,  he  prevailed  by  his  credit  with  the  Londoners^ 
who  liood  out  the  laft  of  any,  to  acknowledge 
and  receive  her  into  the  city,  where  {he  arrived  at 
length  in  great  pomp,  and  v/ith  general  fatis- 

But  it  was  the  misfortune  of  this  princefs  to 
pofiefs  many  Vv^eaknefTes  that  are  charged  to  the 
fex,  and  very  few  of  its  commendable  qualities  : 
fhe  y/as  now  in  peaceable  podefiion  of  the  whole 
kingdom,  except  the  county  of  Kent-,  where 
William  D'Tpres  pretended  to  keep  up  a  fmall 
party  for  the  king  ;  whep  by  her  pride,  wilfulnefs, 
indifcretion,  and  a  difobli^in^  behaviour,  fne  foon 
turned  the  hearts  of  all  men  againft  her,  and  in  a 
fliort  time  loil  the  fruits  of  that  victory  and  fuc- 
cefs  which  haxl  been  To  hardly  gained  by  the  pru- 
dence 
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dence  and  valour  of  her  excellent  brother.  Tht 
fir  ft  occafion  (he  took  to  difcover  the  perverfenefe 
of  her  nature,  was  in  the  treatment  of  Maude^ 
the  wife  of  king  Stephen^  a  lady  of  great  virtue, 
and  courage  above  her  fex,  who,  coming  to  the 
emprefs  an  humble  fuitor  in  behalf  of  her  huf- 
band,  offered,  as  a  price  of  his  liberty,  that  he 
fhould  refign  all  pretenfions  to  the  crown,  and 
pafs  the  reft  of  his  life  in  exile,  or  in  a  convent: 
but  this  requeft  was  rejected  with  fcorn  and  re- 
proaches ;  and  the  queen  finding  all  intreaties  to 
no  purpofe,  writ  to  her  fon  Euftace  to  let  him 
underftand  the  ill  fuccefs  of  her  negociation,  that 
no  relief  was  to  be  otherwife  hoped  for  than  by- 
arms  ;  and  therefore  advifed  him  to  raife  immedi- 
ately what  forces  he  could  for  the  relief  of  his 
father. 

Her  next  mifcarriage  was  towards  the  Lon^ 
donei's^  who  prefented  her  a  petition  for  redrefling 
certain  rigorous  laws  of  her  father,  and  reftoring 
thole  of  Edward  the  ConfeJJor,  The  emprefs  put 
them  ofF  for  a  time  with  excufes,  but  at  laft  dif- 
covered  fome  difpleafure  at  their  importunity. 
The  citizens,  who  had  with  much  difficulty  been 
perfuaded  to  receive  her  againft  their  inclinations, 
which  ftood  wholly  for  the  king,  were  moved  with 
indignation  at  her  unreafonable  refufal  of  their 
juft  demands,  and  entered  into  a  confpiracy  to 
feize  her  perfon.  But  ftie  had  timely  notice  of 
their  defign,  and  leaving  the  city  by  night  in  dif- 
guife,  fled  to  Oxford, 

A  third  falfe  ftep  the  emprefs  made  '*,  was  in 
refufing  her  new  powerful  friend  the  legate  a 
favour  he  defired  in  the  behalf  of  Euflrce^  the 
king's  fon,  to  grant  him  the  lands  and  honours 
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held  by  his  father  before  he  came  to  the  crown. 
She  had  made  large  promifes  to  this  prelate,  that 
flie  would  be  directed  in  all  things  by  his  advice; 
and  to  be  refufed  upon  his  firft  application  a  fmall 
favour  for  his  own  nephew,  flung  him  to  the 
quick ;  however,  he  governed  his  refentments  a 
/  while,  but  began  at  the  fame  time  to  refume  his 
affection  for  his  brother.  Thefe  thoughts  were 
cultivated  with  great  addrefs  by  queen  Maude^ 
who  prevailed  at  iaft  fo  far  upon  the  legate,  that 
private  meafures  were  agreed  between  them  for 
reftoring  5/^/^^^^  to  his  liberty  and  crown.  The 
biftiop  took  leave  of  the  emprefs,  upon  fome 
plaufible  pretence,  and  retired  to  Winchejier^  where 
he  gave  directions  for  fupplying  with  men  and 
provifions  feveral  Arong  caftles  he  had  built  in  his 
diocefe,  while  the  queen  with  her  fon  Eujlace 
prevailed  with  the  Londoners  and  men  of  Kent  to 
rife  in  great  numbers  for  the  king  ;  and  a  power- 
ful army  was  quickly  on  foot,  under  the  com- 
mand of  JVilliam  D^Tpres  earl  of  Kent, 

In  the  mean  time  the  emprefs  began  to  be  fenfl- 
ble  of  the  errors  ftie  had  committed  ;  and  in  hope 
either  to  retrieve  the  friendfliip  of  the  legate,  or 
take  him  prifoner,  marched  with  her  army  to 
Winchejier^  where  being  received  and  lodged  in 
the  caftle,  Ihe  fent  immediately  for  the  legate, 
fpoke  much  in  excufe  of  what  was  part,  and  ufed 
all  endeavours  to  regain  him  to  her  interefts. 
Bifliop  Henry^  on  the  other  fide,  amufed  her  with 
dubious  anfwers,  and  kept  her  in  fufpence  for 
fome  days  ;  but  fent  privately  at  the  fame  time  to 
the  king's  army,  defiring  them  to  advance  with 
all  pofFible  fpeed ;  which  was  executed  with  fo 
much  diligence,  that  the  emprefs  and  her  brother 
had  only  time  with  their  troops  to  march  a  back  i 
way  out  of  the  town.    They  were  purfued  by  the  | 
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enemy  fo  clofe  in  the  rear,  that  the  emprefs  had 
hardly  time,  by  counterfeiting  herfelf  dead,  to 
make  her  efcape  ;  in  which  pofture  (he  was  carried 
as  a  corpfe  to  Glocejier  ;  but  the  earl  her  brother, 
while  he  made  what  oppofiti®n  he  could,  with 
defign  to  flop  her  purfuers,  was  himfdf  taken 
priloner,  with  great  flaughter  of  his  men.  After 
the  battle,  the  earl  was  in  his  turn  prefented  to 
queen  Maude^  and  by  her  command  fcnt  to  Ro^ 
chefter  to  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  with  the 
king. 

Thus  the  heads  of  both  parties  were  each  in 
the  power  of  his  enemy,  and  Fortune  feemed  to 
•have  dealt  with  great  equality  between  them. 
Two  facSicns  divided  the  whole  kingdom,  and, 
as  it  ufually  happens,  private  animofities  were  in- 
flamed by  the  quarrel  of  the  public  ;  which  intro- 
duced a  miferable  face  of  things  throughout  the 
land,  v/hereof  the  writers  of  our  EngUJh  ftory  give 
melancholy  defcriptions,  not  to  be  repeated  in 
this  hiftory ;  fince  the  ufual  efFedls  of  civil  w^ar 
are  obvious  to  conceive,  and  tirefome  as  well  as 
ufelefs  to  relate.  However,  as  the  quarrel  between 
the  king  and  emprefs  was  grounded  upon  a  caufe 
that  in  its  own  nature  little  concerned  the  interefts- 
of  the  people,  this  was  thought  a  convenient 
jun<Sure  for  tranfafting  a  peace,  to  which  there 
appeared  an  univerfal  difpofition.  Several  expe- 
dients were  propofed  ;  but  earl  Robert  would  con- 
fcnt  upon  no  other  terms  than  the  depofmg  of 
Stephen^  and  immediate,  delivery  of  the  crown  ta 
his  fifter.  Thefe  debates  lafted  for  fome  months, 
until  the  two  prifoners,  weary  of  their  long  ccn- 
ftraint,  by  mutual  confent  were  exchanged  for 
each  otherj  and  all  thought  of  agreement  laid 
afide. 
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The  king,  upon  recovery  of  his  freedom^ 
haftened  to  London^  to  get  fupplies  of  men  and 
money  for  renewing  the  war.  He  there  found 
that  his  brother  of  tVincheJier  had,  in  a  council 
of  bifhops  and  abbots,  renounced  all  obedience  to 
the  emprefs,  and  perfuaded  the  aflembly  to  follow 
his  example.  The  legate,  in  excufe  for  this  pro- 
ceeding, loaded  her  with  infamy,  produced  feveral 
inftances  whersin  fhe  had  broken  the  oath  (he 
took  when  he  received  her  as  queen,  and  upon 
which  his  obedience  was  grounded  ;  faid,  he  had 
received  information  that  flie  had  a  defign  upon 
his  life  *. 

It  muft  be  confefTed  that  oaths  of  fealty  in  this 
prince's  reign  were  feeble  ties  for  binding  the  fub- 
je6l  to  any  reafonable  degree  of  obedience  ;  and 
the  warmefl:  advocate^  for  liberty  cannot  but  allows, 
from  thofe  examples  here  produced,  that  it  is  very 
poflTible  for  people  to  run  upon  great  extremes  in 
this  matter,  that  a  monarch  may  be  too  much 
limited,  and  a  fubjec^:  too  little  ;  whereof  the  con-  i 
fequences  have  been  fully  as  pernicious  for  the 
time  as  the  worft  that  can  be  apprehended  from 
^^rbitrary  power  in  all  its  heights,  although  not 
perhaps  fo  lading  or  fo  hard  to  be  remedied  ;  fmce 
all  the  miferies  of  this  kingdom,   during  the 
period  we  are  treating  of,  were  manifeftly  owing 
to  that  continual  violation  of  fuch  oaths  of  allegi- 
ance, as  appear  to  have  been  contrived  on  pur- 
pofe  by  ambitious  men  to  be  broken  at  pleafurCj  a 
'without  the  lead  apprehenfion  of  perjury,  and  in  I 
the  mean  time  keep  the  prince  in  a  continual  m 
flavifh  dependance.  I 
The  earl  of  Glocejler^  foon  after  his  releafe,  I 
went  over  into  Normandy^  where  he  found  the  earl  .1 
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Q,f  Jnjou  employed  in  compleating  the  conqueft  of 
that  duchy  ;  there  he  delivered  him  the  fons  of 
feveral  Englljh  noblemen,  to  be  kept  as  hoftages 
for  their  fathers  fidelity  to  the  emprefs,  and  ufed 
many  arguments  for  perfuading  him  to  come  over 
in  perfon  with  an  army  to  her  afliftance  :  but 
Geoffry  excufed  himfelf  by  the  importance  of  other 
affairs,  and  the  danger  of  expofing  the  dominions 
he  had  newly  acquired  to  rebellions  in  his  abfence. 
However,  he  lent  the  earl  of  Glocejier  a  fupply  of 
four  hundred  men,  and  fent  along  with  him  his 
eldcft  fon  Henry^  to  comfort  his  mother,  and  be 
fliewn  to  the  people. 

During  the  fliort  abfence  of  the  earl  of  Glocejier^ 
the  emprefs  was  clofely  befieged  in  Oxford  by  the 
king  ;  and  provifions  beginning  to  fail,  fhe  was 
in  cruel  apprehenfions  of  falling  into  his  hands. 
This  gave  her  occafion  to  put  in  pradlice  the 
only  talent  wherein  fhe  feemed  to  excel,  which 
was  that  of  contriving  fome  little  fhifc  or  ex- 
pedient to  fccure  her  perfon  upon  any  fudden 
emergency.  A  long  feafon  of  froft  had  made  the 
Thames  paflable  upon  the  ice,  and  much  fnow  lay 
on  the  ground  ;  Maude  with  fome  few  attendants 
clad  all  in  white,  to  avoid  being  difcovered  from 
the  king's  camp,  croffed  the  river  at  midnight  oa 
foot,  and  travelling  all  night,  got  fafe  to  WalUng" 
ford  caftle,  where  her  brother  and  young  fon 
Henry ^  newly  returned  from  France ^  arrived  foon 
after,  to  her  great  fatisfadtion  :  but  Oxford  imme- 
diately upon  the  news  of  her  flight,  furrendered 
to  the  king. 

However,  this  difgrace  was  fully  compenfateJ 
foon  after  by  another  of  the  fame  kind,  which 
happened  to  king  Stephen ;  for  whilft  he  and  his 
brother  of  Winchejier  were  fortifying  a  nunnery  at 
V/ihon^  to  bridle  his  enemies  at  Salipury^  who 
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very  much  harafied  thafe  parts  by  their  frequent 
excurfions,  the  earl  of  Glocejier^  who  watched  all 
opportunities,  came  unaware  with  a  ftrong  body 
of  men,  and  fet  fire  on  the  nunnery  while  the 
king  himfelf  was  in  it.  Stephen^  upon  the  fudden 
furprize  of  the  thing,  wholly  loft  or  forgot  his 
iifual  courage,  and  fled  fhamefully  away,  leaving 
his  foldiers  to  be  cut  in  pieces  by  the  earl. 

During  the  reft  of  the  war,  although  it  lafted 
nine  years  longer,  there  is  little  memorable  record- 
ed by  any  writer  \  whether  the  parties  being  pretty 
equal,  and  both  fufficicntly  tired  with  fo  long  a 
contention,  wanted  vigor  and  fpirit  to  make  a  tho- 
rough conqueft,  and  only  endeavoured  to  keep 
what  they  had,  or  whether  the  multitude  of  ftrong 
caftles,  whofe  number  daily  incrcafed,  made  \% 
very  difiicult  to  end  a  war  between  two  contend- 
ing powers  almoft  in  balance ;   let  the  caufe  be 
what  it  will,  the  whole  time  pafied  in  mutual 
fieges,  furprizes,  revolts,  furrenders  of  fortified 
places,  without  any  decifive  adtion,  or  other  event 
of  importance  to  be  related.    By  which  at  length 
the  very  genius  of  the  people  became  wholly  bent 
upon  a  life  of  fpoil,  robbery,  and  plunder ;  many 
of  the  nobles,  although  pretending  to  hold  their 
caftles  for  the  king  or  the  emprefs,  lived  like 
petty  mdependent  princes  in  a  perpetual  ftate  of 
war  againft  their  neighbours  ;  the  fields  lay  uncul- 
tivated, all  the  arts  of  civil  life  were  banifhed,  no 
veneration  left  for  facred  pcrfons  or  things ;  in 
ihoft,  no  law,  truth,  or  religion  among  men^ 
but  a  fcene  of  univerfal  mifery,  attended  with  all 
the  confequences  of  an  embroiled  and  diftracted 
ftate. 

About  the  eleventh  year  of  the  king^s  reign, 
young  Henry^  now  growing  towards  a  man,  was 
fent  for  to  France  by  a  meflTage  from  his  father, 
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Vi'ho  W^as  defirous  to  fee  him  ;  but  left  a  confide- 
i*able  party  in  England^  to  adhere  to  his  intercfts  ; 
and  in  a  (hort  time  after  (as  fome  write  *)  the 
cmprefs  herfelf  grown  weary  of  contending  any 
lonjier  in  a  caufe  where  flie  had  met  with  nothing 
but  misfortunes  of  her  own  procunng,  left  ih® 
kingdom  like^^ife,  and  retired  to  her  hufband. 
Nor  was  this  the  only  good  fortune  that  befel 
Stephen  ;  for  before  the  year  ended,  the  main  prop 
and  pillar  of  his  enemies  was  taken  away  by  death  j 
this  was  Robert  earl  of  Glocejler^  than  whom  there 
have  been  few  private  perfons  known  in  the  world 
that  dcferve  a  fairer  place  and  ctiaracler  in  the 
regifters  of  time,  for  his  inviolable  faith,  difinter- 
efted  friendfhip,  indefatigable  zeal,  and  firm  con- 
Itancy  to  the  caufe  he  efpoufed,  and  unparalleled 
generofity  in  the  conduit  thereof :  he  adhered  to 
his  fifter  in  all  her  fortunes,  to  the  ruin  of  his  own; 
he  placed  a  crown  upon  her  head  ;  and  v/hen  fhe 
loft  it  by  her  folly  and  perverfenefs,  rcfufed  the 
greatett  offers  from  a  vidlorious  enemy,  v/ho  had 
.him  in  his  power,  and  chofe  to  continue  a  prifoner 
rather  than  recover  his  liberty  by  any  hazard  to 
her  pretenfions  :  he  bore  up  her  finking  title  ia 
fpight  of  her  own  frequent  mifcarriages,  and  at 
laft  died  in  her  caufe  by  a  fever  contra6lcd  witfi 
perpetual  toils  for  her  fervice.  An  example  fit 
to  be  (hewn  the  world,  although  few  perhaps  are 
like  to  follow  it ;  but  however,  a  fmall  tribute  of 
praife,  juftly  due  to  e?ctraordinary  virtue,  may 
prove  no  ill  expedient  to  encourage  imitation. 

But  the  death  of  this  lord,  together  with  the 
abfence  of  the  emprefs  and  her  fon  in  France^  added 
very  little  to  the  quiet  or  fecurity  of  the  king. 
For  the  earl  of  Gkcejier^^  fufpedling  the  fidelity  of 
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the  lords,  had,  with  great  fagacity,  delivered  their 
fons  to  the  earl  of  Anjou^  to  be  kept  as  pledges  for 
their  fathers'  fidelity,  as  we  have  before  related  : 
by  which  means  a  powerful  party  was  Hill  kept 
up  againft  Stephen^  too  ftrong  to  be  fuddenly 
broken.    Befides,  he  had,  by  an  unufual  ftrain  of 
his  condu6t,  lately  loft  much  good  will,  as  well 
as  reputation,  in  committing  an  a£l  of  violence 
and  fraud  on  the  perfon  of  the  earl  of  Chejier^  a 
principal  adherent  of  the  emprefs.    This  noble- 
man, of  great  power  and  pofleflions,  had  newlv 
reconciled  hlmfelf  to  Stephen^  and  came  to  his 
court  at  Northa?72pton,  where,  againft  all  laws  of 
hofpitality,  as  well  as  common  faith  and  juftice, 
he  was  committed  to  prifon,  and  forced  to  buy 
his  liberty  with  the  furrender  of  Lincoln^  and  all 
his  other  places,  into  the  king's  hands. 

Affairs  continued  in   this   turbulent  pofture 
^hout  two  years,  the  nobles  neither  trufting  the 
kinp;  nor  each  other.    The  number  of  catties  ftill 
encreafcd,  which  every  man  v/ho  had  any  poffeffi- 
ons  was  forced  to  build,  or  elfe  become  a 
1 149    prey  to  his  powerful  neighbours.  This 
was  thought  a  convenient  juncture,  by 
the  emprefs  and  her  friends,  for  fending  young 
prince  Hemy  to  try  his  fortune  in  England^  where 
he  landed  at  the  head  of  a  confiderable  number 
of  horfe  and  foot,  although  he  was  then  but  fix- 
tecn  years  old.    Immediately  after  his  arrival  he 
went  to  Carlif.ey  v/here  he  met  his  coufin  David 
king  of  Scots^  by  whom  he  was  made  knight,  after 
the  ufual  cuftom  of  young  princes  and  noblemen 
in  that  age.    The  king  of  England^   who  had 
foon  intelligence  of  Henry  s  landing  and  motion, 
marched  dov/n  to  fecure  Toj'k^  agamft  which  he 
expcdled  the  firft  attempt  of  his  enemy  was  de- 
figned.  But,  whatever  the  caufe  might  be  (wherein 
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the  writers  of  thofe  ages  are  either  filent  or  unfa- 
tisfaftory)  both  armies  remained  at  that  fecurc 
diftance  for  three  months,  after  which 
Henry  returned  back  to  Normandy^  leaving  1150 
the  kingdom  in  the  ftate  of  confufion  he 
found  it  at  his  coming. 

The  fortunes  of  this  young  prince  Henry  FiiZ" 
emprefs  now  began  to  advance  by  great  and  fudden 
fteps,  whereof  it  will  be  no  digreflion  to  infoi'm  the 
reader,  as  well  upon  the  connexion  they  have 
with  the  affairs  at  home  about  this  time,  as  be- 
caufe  they  concern  the  immediate  fucceflbr  to  the 
crown . 

II 51.  Prince  Henrys  voyage  to  France  was 
foon  followed  by  the  death  of  his  father  G^^ry 
earl  of  Anjou^  whereby  the  fon  became 
poffefTed  of  that  earldom,  together  with  1 1 52 
the  duchy  of  Normandy  ;  but  in  a  fliort 
time  after  he  very  much  enlarged  his  dominions 
by  a  marriage,  in  which  he  confulted  his  reputa- 
tion lefs  than  his  advantage.  For  Louis  the  Yuung^ 
king  of  France^  was  lately  divorced  from  his  wife 
Eleanor^  who,  as  the  French  writers  relate,  bore 
a  great  contempt  and  hatred  to  her  hufband,  and 
had  long  defired  fuch  a  feparation.  Other  au- 
thors give  her  not  fo  fair  a  character  :  but  what- 
ever might  be  the  real  caufe,  the  pretext  was  con- 
fanguinity  in  the  fourth  degree  *.    Henry  was 

U  3  content 

*  Whether  the  pretext  were  affinity  or  confanguinity, 
is  not  quite  agreed  among  hiflorians :  but  it  feems  clear, 
that  the  real  caufe  of  the  feparation  was  the  jcaloufy  of 
the  king,  and  his  impatience  under  the  fcandal  of  her 
amours.  The  proceedings  of  a  council  fummoned  at 
Beaugenciy  in  the  year  i  i i,  for  the  purpofe  of  this  di- 
vorce, are  related  by  M.  Bayk^  who  is  never  more  prolix 
n  when  he  meets  with  ladies  like  Eleanor,  renowned 
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content  to  accept  this  lady  with  all  her  faults,  and 
in  her  right  f  became  duke  of  Aquhain^  and  earl 
of  Po'tou^  very  confiderable  provinces,  added  to 
his  other  domiriions. 

But  the  two  kings  of  France  and  England  hegzn 
to  apprehend  much  danger  from  the  fudden  great- 
nefs  of  a  young  ambitious  prince  ;  and  their  in- 
terefts  were  jointly  concerned  to  check  his  growth. 
Duke  Hmry  v/as  now  ready  to  fail  for  England^  in 
a  condition  to  aflert  his  title  upon  more  equal 
terms  ;  when  the  king  of  France^  in  conjunftion 
with  Eujiace^  king  Stephen  s  fon,  and  Ge  'ffry^  the 
duke's  ov/n  brother,  fuddenly  entered  into  his 
dominions  with  a  mighty  army  ;  took  the  caftle  ' 
of  Neumarch}  by  llorm,  and  laid  fiege  to  that  of 
Angers.    The  duke,  by  this  incident,  was  forced 

for  beauty,  learning,  and  gallantry.  He  gives  us  the 
harangue  of  the  biihop  of  Langres  in  that  afTembly  ; 
vv^ho  took  the  liberty  of  inveighing  bitterly  againft  the 
lewdnefs  of  the  queen.  The  archbifhopof  Bourdeaiix^ 
a  more  decent  man,  was  for  hufhing  that  charge,  and 
propofed  an«^ther  more  honourable  motive  for  fepara- 
tion,  by  fhewing  that  the  king  and  queen  were  related 
in  a  decree  wherein  marria^-e  is  unlawful.  The  hint 
was  taken  ;  the  proceedings  changed  ;  and  on  this 
ground  a  m.arriage,  which  for  fourteen  years  had  been 
unqueflioned,  was  now  pronounced  void.  1  he  queen 
being  told  v/hat  turn  things  had  taken,  fwooned,  fell 
from  her  chair,  continued  above  two  hours  fpeechlefs  : 
at  length,  coming  to  herfelf,  and  turning  her  bright 
and  blue  eyes  on  the  company  prefent,  fhe  faid,  l^c. 
Vide  Bayle\  Di£t.  article  Louis  VI  f, 

f  This  EIea77or  was  daughter  and  heirefs  of  William 
the  lafl  duke  of  Jquilain  and  earl  Poitou,  She  made 
aftenvards  a  great  figure  in  England ;  raifed  rebellion 
againft  the  king  her  hufnand  ;  fufrered  long  imprifon- 
ment ;  but  furvived  her  troubles,  her  hufband,  and  her 
cideft  fcn  (Fdchardl.)  dying  in  the  year  1203. 
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to  lay  afide  his  thoughts  of  England^  and  march- 
ins;  boldly  towards  the  enemy,  refolved  to  relieve 
the  befieged  ;  but  finding  they  had  already  taken 
the  caftle,  he  thought  it  beft  to  make  a  diverfion, 
by  carrying  the  war  into  the  enemy's  country, 
where  he  left  all  to  the  mercy  of  his  foldiers,  fur- 
prized  and  burnt  feveral  caftles,  and  made  great 
devaftations  wherever  he  came.  This  proceeding 
anfwercd  the  end  for  which  it  was  defigned  ;  the 
king  of  France  thought  he  had  already  done  enough 
for  his  honour,  and  began  to  grow  weary  of  a 
ruinous  war,  which  was  likely  to  be  protra6ted. 
The  conditions  of  a  peace,  by  the  intervention  of 
fome  religious  men,  were  foon  agreed.  The  duke, 
after  fome  time  fpent  in  fettling  his  affairs,  and 
preparing  all  things  neceffary  for  his  intended  ex- 
pedition, fet  fail  for  England^  where  he  landed  % 
the  fame  year  in  the  depth  of  winter,  with  a 
hundred  and  forty  knights,  and  three  thoufand 
foot. 

Some  time  before  Henry  landed,  the  king^  had 
conceived  a  projedt  to  difappoint  his  defigns,  by 
confirming  the  crown  upon  himfelf  and  his  own 
pofterity  ||.  He  fent  for  the  archblfliop  of  Canter^ 
bury^  with  feveral  other  prelates,  and  propofed 
that  his  fon  Euftace  fhould  be  crowned  king  wi.th 
all  the  ufual  folemnity:  but  the  bifhops  abfalutely 
refufed  to  perform  the  office,  by  exprefs  orders 
from  the  pope,  who  was  an  enemy  to  Stephen^ 
partly  upon  account  of  his  unjuft  or  declining 
caufe,  but  chiefly  for  his  ftriil  alliance  with  the 
Icing  of  France^  who  was  then  engaged  in  a  quar- 

X  ThQ  place  where  he  landed  is  not  mentioned  by 
our  hiftorians.  It  was  probably  in  the  weft  of  Englandy 
as  the  firft  garrlfon  town  he  attacked  was  Malmjhu-y, 

11  Ger'vaSy  Hen,  HuJttingdo?!, 
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rel  againft  that  fee,  upon  a  very  tender  point  re- 
lating to  the  revenues  of  vacant  churches.  The 
king  and  his  fon  were  both  enraged  at  the  bifhops 
refufal,  and  kept  them  prilbners  in  the  chamber 
where  they  alTembled,  with  many  threats  to  force 
them  to  a  compliance,  and  fome  other  circum- 
jftances  of  rigour  ;  but  all  to  no  purpofe,  fo  that 
he  was  at  length  forced  to  defift.  But  the  arch- 
bifliop,  to  avoid  further  vexation,  fled  the  realm. 

This  contrivance  of  crowning  the  fon  during 
the  life  and  reign  of  the  father,  which  appears  fo 
^bfurd  in  fpeculation,  was  adlually  performed  in 
the  fucceeding  reign,  and  fecms  to  have  been  taken 
up  by  thofe  two  princes  of  French  birth  and  ex- 
tradion,  in  imitation  of  the  like  practice  in  their 
native  country  *,  where  it  was  ufual  for  kings 
grown  old  and  infirm,  or  fwayed  by  paternal  in- 
dulgence, to  receive  their  eldeft  fon  into  a  fliare 
of  the  adminiftration,  with  the  title  of  king  ;  a 
cuftom  borrowed,  no  doubt,  from  the  later  empe- 
rors of  Romey  who  adopted  their  Cafars  after  the 
like  manner. 

1 153.  The  king  was  employed  in  his  ufual 
cxercife  of  befieging  caflles  when  the  news  was 
brought  of  Henry  s  arrival.  He  left  the  work 
he  was  about,  and  marched  dire£lly  againft  the 
duke,  who  was  then  fat  down  before  Malmejlury. 
But  Stephen  forced  him  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  im- 
mediately offered  him  battle.  "The  duke,  although 
his  army  was  much  encreafed  by  continual  revolts, 
thought  it  beft  to  gain  time,  being  ftill  in  number 
far  inferior  to  the  king,  and  therefore  kept  himfelf 
ftrongly  entrenched.  There  is  fome  difference 
among  writers  about  the  particulars  of  this  war : 
however,  it  is  generally  agreed^  that  in  a  (hort 

*  Mezeray. 
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time  after,  the  two  armies  met,  and  were  prepared 
for  battle,  when  the  nobles  on  both  fides,  either 
dreading  the  confequences,  or  weary  of  a  tedious 
war,  prevailed  with  the  king  and  duke  to  agree 
to  a  truce  for  fomc  days  in  order  to  a  peace  ; 
which  was  violently  oppofed  by  Eujlace^  the  king's 
fon,  a  youth  of  great  fpirit  and  coura;;e,  becaufe 
he  knew  very  well  it  could  not  be  built  but  upon 
the  ruin  of  his  interefts ;  and  therefore  finding  he 
could  not  prevail,  he  left  the  army  in  a  rage, 
and,  attended  by  fome  followers,  endeavoured  to 
fatiate  his  fury,  by  deftroying  the  country  in  his 
march  :  But  in  a  few  days,  as  he  fat  at  dinner  in 
a  caftle  of  his  own,  he  fell  fuddenly  dead,  either 
through  grief,  madnefs,  or  poifon. 

The  truce  was  now  expired,  and  the  duke 
began  to  renew  the  war  with  frelh  vigour ;  but 
the  king  was  wholly  difpirited  upon  this  fatal 
accident,  and  now  firft  began  to  entertain  real 
thoughts  of  a  peace.  He  had  loft  a  fon  whom  he 
dearly  loved,  and  with  him  he  likewifc  loft  the 
alliance  of  the  French  king,  to  whofe  fifter  the 
young  prince  was  married.  He  had  indeed  another 
fon  left,  but  little  efteemed  by  the  nobles  ?jid 
people  ;  nor  as  it  appears,  much  regarded  by  his 
father.  He  was  now  in  the  decline  of  his  age, 
decayed  in  his  health,  forfaken  by  his  friends, 
who,  fince  the  death  of  Eujlace^  fell  daily  from 
him  ;  and  having  no  further  care  at  heart  for  his 
pofterity,  he  thought  it  high  time  to  feek  repofe 
for  his  perfon.  The  nobles  foon  obftrved  this 
difpofition  in  their  king,  which  was  fo  agreeable 
to  their  own  ;  therefore,  by  general  confent, 
Theobald  archbilhop  of  Canterbury  was  appointed 
mediator  between  both  princes.  All  matters  were 
foon  agreed  ;  an  afiembly  of  lords  was  convened 
at  Winchejier^  where  the  king  received  the  duke 
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^\th  great  marks  of  courtefy  and  kindnefs.  There 
the  peace  was  confirmed  by  the  king's  charter, 
wherein  are  expreffed  the  terms  of  agreement. 
But  I  (hall  relate  only  the  principal. 

The  king,  by  this  charter,  acknowledged  Henry 
for  lawful  fucceflbr  to  the  crown  ;  in  which  capa- 
city all  the  nobles  paid  him  homage  :  and  Henry 
himfelf,  with  his  party,  paid  homage  to  Stephen, 
There  is  likewife  a  refervation  for  William^  the 
king's  fon,  of  all  the  honours  poffeffed  by  his  fa- 
ther before  he  came  to  the  crown.  The  king 
likewife  acknowledges  the  obedience  of  his  fub- 
jefls  to  be  no  longer  due  to  him  than  he  (hall  ob- 
ferve  the  conditions  of  this  charter.  And  for  the 
performance  of  thefe  articles,  the  archbifliops  and 
bifhops  were  sppointed  guarantees.  There  were 
fome  other  articles  agreed  on,  which  are  not  men- 
tioned in  the  charter ;  as,  a  general  pardon  ;  a 
reftitution,  to  the  right  owners,  of  thofe  lands 
and  poflcilions,  which  had  been  ufurped  in  the 
time  of  the  troubles;  that  all  caftles^  built  during 
the  war  fliould  be  razed  to  the  ground,  which 
are  faid  to  have  been  above  eleven  hundred  ;  that 
the  righ;s  of  the  church  (hould  be  preferved  ; 
Wth  other  matters  of  lefs  moment. 

Thus,  by  the  prudence  of  archbiftiop  Theobald^ 
the  moderation  of  the  two  princes  engaged,  and 
the  univerfal  inclination  of  the  people,  a  happy 
period  was  put  to  this  tedious  and  troublefome 
war  :  men  began  to  have  the  profpeft  of  a  long 
peace  ;  nor  was  it  eafy  to  forefee  what  could 
pofTibly  arife  to  difrurb  it;  when  difcovery  was 
made,  by  accident,  of  a  moft  horrible  piece  of 
treachery,  which,  if  it  had  met  with  fuccefs, 
would  have  once  more  fet  the  whole  nation  in  a 
flame.  The  duke,  after  the  peace,  attended  the 
kiijg  to  London^  to  be  fliewn  to  the  people  as^he 
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tindoubted  fucceflbr  to  the  crown ;  and  having 
made  a  progrefs  together  through  fome  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  they  came  to  Canterbury ;  where 
Henry  received  private  notice  of  a  dcfign  upon  his 
life.    It  hath  been  already  obferved,   that  the 
king  employed  in  his  wars  a  body  of  Flemings^  to 
the  great  difcontent  of  bis  own  fubjeds,  with 
whom  they  were  very  ungracious.  Thefe  foreign- 
ers were  much  difcontented  at  the  peace,  whereby 
they  were  likely  to  become  ufeiefs  and  burthen-* 
fome  to  the  prefejit  kins:,  and  hateful  to  the  fuc- 
ceffor.  To  prevent  which,  the  commanders  among 
them  began  to  praflife  upon  the  levity  and  ambi-r 
tion  of  William  the  king's  fon.    They  urged  the 
indignity  he  had  received  in  being  deprived  of  his 
birth-right;  offered  to  fupport  his  title  by  their 
valour,  as  they  had  done  that  of  his  father ;  and, 
as  an  earneft  of  their  intentions,  to  remove  the 
chief  impediment  by  difpatching  his  rival  out  of 
the  world.   The  young  prince  was  eafily  wrought 
upon  to  be  at  the  head  of  this  confpiracy  ;  time 
and  place  were  fixt;  when,  upon  the  day  appointed, 
TVilliam  broke  his  leg  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe  ; 
and  the  confpirators  wanting  their  leader  immedi- 
ately difperfed.    This  difappointment  and  delay, 
as  it  ufually  happens  among  confpirators,  were 
foon  followed  by  a  difcovery  of  the  whole  plot, 
whereof  the  duke,    with  great  difcretion,  made 
no  other  ufe  than  to  confult  his  own  fafety  ; 
therefore,  without  any  fiiew  of  fufpicion  or  dif- 
pleafure,  he  took  leave  of  the  king,  and  returned 
to  Normandy. 

1 154.  Stephen  lived  not  above  a  year  to  fliare 
the  happinefs  of  this  peace  with  his  people,  ia 
which  time  he  made  a  progrefs  through  moft  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  where  he  gained  univerfal  love 
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and  veneration,  by  a  moft  afFable  and  courteous 
behaviour  to  all  men.  A  few  months  after  his 
return  he  went  to  Dover^  to  have  an  interview 
with  the  earl  of  Flanders  *  ;  where,  after  a  fhort 
ficknefs,  he  died  of  the  Iliac  paflion,  together 
with  his  old  diftemper  the  haemorrhoids,  upon  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  OSioher^  in  the  forty- ninth 
year  of  his  age,  and  the  nineteenth  of  his  reign. 

He  was  a  prince  of  wonderful  endowments, 
both  in  body  and  mind :  in  his  perfon  tall  and 
graceful,  of  great  flrength  as  well  as  vigour  :  he 
had  a  large  portion  of  moft  virtues  that  can  be 
ufeful  in  a  king  towards  the  happinefs  of  his  fub- 
jefls  or  himfelf  \  curtefy  and  valour,  liberality  and 
clemency,  in  an  eminent  degree  ;  efpecially  the 
laft,  which  he  carried  to  an  extreme,  though  very 
pardonable,  yet  hardly  confining  with  prudence. 
Or  his  own  fafety.  If  we  except  his  ufurpation 
of  the  crown,  he  muil  be  allowed  a  prince  of 
great  juflice,  which  moil  writers  affirm  to  have 
been  always  unblemifhed,  except  in  that  fingle 
inflance  :  for,  as  to  his  treatment  of  the  bifhops 
and  the  earl  of  Chejier^  it  feems  very  excufable  by 
the  neceflity  of  the  time ;  and  it  was  the  general 
opinion,  if  he  bad  not  ufed  that  proceeding  with 
the  latter,  it  would  have  coil  him  his  crown. 
Perhaps  his  injuftice  to  the  emprefs  might  likewife 
admit  a  little  extenuation.  Four  kings  fucceffively 
had  fat  on  the  throne  without  any  regard  to  lineal 
defcent ;  a  period  beyond  the  memory  of  moil 
men  then  alive  ;  whereby  the  people  had  loft 
much  of  that  devotion  they  were  ufed  to  bear 

*  The  earl  of  Flanders  was  a  potent  fovereign  on 
the  Continent,  and  had  landed  at  Dover ^  in  order  to 
meet  and  confer  with  the  king. 
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towards  an  eftabliflied  fucceffion  :  bcfiJes,  the 
government  of  a  woman  was  then  a  thing  un- 
known, and  for  that  reafon  difliked  by  all  who 
profefled  to  hate  innovations. 

But  the  wifdom  of  this  prince  was  by  no  means 
equal  to  the  reft  of  his  virtues.  He  came  to  the 
crown  upon  as  fair  a  title  as  his  predeceflbr,  being 
elecSled  by  the  general  confent  of  the  nobles, 
through  the  credit  of  his  brother,  and  his  own 
perfonal  merit.  He  had  no  difturbancc  for  fome 
time,  which  he  might  eafily  have  employed  in 
fettling  the  kingdom,  and  acquiring  the  love  of 
his  people.  He  had  treafure  enough  to  raife  and 
pay  armies,  without  burthening  the  fubje6l.  His 
competitor  was  a  woman,  whofe  fex  was  the 
leaft  of  her  infirmities,  and  with  whom  he  had 
already  compounded  for  his  quiet  by  a  confiderable 
penfion  :  yet  with  all  thefe  advantages  he  feldom 
was  mafter  of  above  half  the  kingdom  at  once, 
and  that  by  the  force  of  perpetual  ftruggling,  and 
with  frequent  danger  of  lofing  the  whole.  The 
principal  difficulties  he  had  to  encounter,  appear 
to  have  been  manifeft  confequences  of  feveral  moil 
imprudent  fieps  in  his  conduit,  whereof  many 
inftances  have  been  produced  in  the  hiftory  of  his 
reign  5  fuch  as,  the  unlimited  permiflion  of  build- 
ing caftles  ;  his  raifing  the  fiege  of  a  weak  place 
where  the  emprefs  was  fhut  up,  and  muft,  in  a 
few  days,  have  fallen  into  his  hands  ;  his  em- 
ploying the  Flemings  in  his  wars,  and  favouring 
them  above  his  own  fubjeils  ;  and  laftly,  that 
abortive  projeft  of  crowning  his  fon,  which  pro- 
cured him  at  once  the  hatred  and  contempt  of  the 
clergy,  by  dlfcovering  an  inclination  to  violence 
and  injuftice  that  hedurft  not  pnrfue:  whereas,  it 
v/as  noihing  elfe  but  an  effect  of  that  bafty  and 
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fudden  difpofitlon  ufually  afcribed  to  thofe  of 
country,  and  in  a  peculiar  manner  charged  to  this 
prince  :  for  authors  give  it  as  a  part  of  his  cha- 
racter, to  be  hot  and  violent  in  the  beginning  of 
an  enterprize,  but  to  llacken  and  grow  cold  in  the 
profecution. 

He  had  a  juft  fenfe  of  religion,  and  was  fre- 
quent in  attending  the  fervice  of  the  church,  yet 
reported  to  be  no  great  friend  of  the  clergy  j 
which,  however,  is  a  general  imputation  upon  all 
the  kings  of  this  realm  in  that  and  fome  fucceed- 
ing  reigns,  and  by  no  means  perfonal  to  this  prince^ 
who  deferved  it  as  little  as  any. 

I  do  not  find  any  alterations  during  this  reign  in 
the  meetings  of  general  aflemblies,  further  than  that 
the  commons  do  not  feem  to  have  been  reprefented 
in  any  of  them;  for  which  1  can  afBgn  no  other 
reafon  than  the  will  of  the  king,  or  thedifturb- 
ance  of  the  time  I  obferve  the  word  Parlia- 
ment is  ufed  promifcuoufly  among  authors,  for  a 
general  aflembly  of  nobles,  and  for  a  council  of 
bifhops,  or  fynod  of  the  clergy ;  which  renders 
this  matter  too  perplexed  to  afcertain  any  thing 
about  it. 

As  for  affairs  of  the  church,  that  defervci 
particular  mention,  I  have  not  met  with  any  ; 
unlefs  it  fliould  be  worth  relating,  that  Henry 
bifhop  of  Winchejler^  the  pope's  legate,  who  held 
frequent  fynods  during  this  reign,  was  the  firft 
introducer  of  appeals  to  Rome^  in  this  kingdom, 
for  which  he  is  blamed  by  all  the  monkifh  hifto- 
rians  who  give  us  the  account. 

♦  The  rife  and  hiftory  of  Parliaments  had  not  been 
cleared  up  when  the  Dodor  writ  in  the  beginning  of 
this  current  century.    It  is  certain,  that  the  Commons, 
had  as  yet  never  been  reprefented. 
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The  R  E  I  G  N  of 

HENRY  the  SECOND, 

A  FRAGMENT, 

I  ^  H  E  fpirit  of  war  and  contention, 
which  had  for  a  long  time  poflcfled  the  na-  II5| 
tion,  became  fo  efrectually  laid  during  the 
laft  year  of  king  Stephens  reign,  that  no  altera- 
tion or  difturbance  enfued  upon  his  death,  although 
the  new  king  after  he  had  received  intelli- 
gence of  it,  was  detained  fix  weeks  f  by  contrary 
winds  :  befides,  the  opinion  of  this  prince's 
power  and  virtues,  had  already  begotten  fo  great 
an  awe  and  reverence  for  him  among  the  people, 
that  upon  his  arrival  he  found  the  whole  kingdom 
in  a  profound  peace.  He  landed  at  Hojireham  % 
about  the  beginning  of  December^  was  received  at 
Winchejler  by  a  great  number  of  the  nobility, 
who  came  there  to  attend  and  fwear  fealty  to 
him,  and  three  wrecks  after  was  crowned  at  Weji^ 
minjier^  about  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  age. 

For  the  further  fettling  of  the  kingdom,  after 
the  long  diflraflions  in  the  preceding  reign,  he 
feized  on  all  the  caftles  which  remained  unde- 

*  Henry  was  at  that  time  beiieging  a  caHIe  on  the 
frontiers  of  'Normandy, 

\  Five  weeks  at  the  mOit  ;  a  month,  faith  Brompton. 

X  At  Hojireham^  faith  Ger^ua/s,  This  place  is  not 
cafy  to  be  found ;  however,  it  muil:  be  on  the  Suffex  or 
Hampjhire  coaft,  becaufc  the  king  went  directly  from 
the  place  of  his  landing  to  Wlnchejicr.  Carte  fays  he 
landed  Dec,  8,  near  Uurjl  callle  in  the  iW-iv  Forefi, 
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ftroyed  fince  the  laft  peace  between  him  and  king 
Stephen-,  whereof  fome  he  demoliflied,  and  trufted 
others  to  the  government  of  perfons  in  whom  he 
could  confide. 

But  that  which  moft  contributed  to  the  quiet 
of  the  realm,  and  the  general  fatisfadion  of  his 
fubjefts,  was  a  proclamation  publiflied,  command- 
ing all  foreigners  to  leave  England^  inforced  with 
a  moft  effedual  claufe,  whereby  a  day  was  fixt, 
after  which  it  fhould  be  capital  for  any  of  them 
to  appear  ;  among  thefe  was  William  UYpres 
earl  of  Keiit^  whofe  poiTeffions  the  king  feizedinto 
his  own  hands. 

Thefe  foreigners,  generally  called  Flemings  by 
the  writers  of  the  Engl'ifn  ftory,  were  a  fort  of 
vagabond  foldiers  of  fortune,  who  in  thofe  ages, 
under  feveral  denominations,  infefted  other  parts 
of  Europe  as  well  as  England:  they  were  a  mixt 
people,'  natives  of  Arragon^  Navarre^  Bifcay^  Bra- 
bant^ and  other  parts  of  Spain  and  Flanders.  .  They 
were  ready  to  be  hired  to  whatever  prince  thought 
fit  to  employ  them,  but  always  upon  condition  to 
have  full  liberty  of  plunder  and  fpoil.  Nor  was 
it  an  eafy  matter  to  get  rid  of  them,  when  there 
was  no  further  need  of  their  fervice.  In  England 
they  were  always  hated  by  the  people,  and  by 
this  prince  in  particular,  whofe  continual  enemies 
they  had  been. 

After  the  expulfion  of  thefe  foreigners,  and  the 
forcing  a  few  refractory  lords  to  a  furrender  of 
their  cailles,  king  Henry^  like  a  wife  prince,  be- 
gan to  confider  that  a  time  of  fettled  peace  was 
I  lie  fitteft  jun£ture  to  recover  the  rights  of  the 
crown,  which  had  been  loft  by  the  war.  He 
therefore  refumed,  by  his  royal  authority,  all 
crown  lands  that  had  been  alienated  by  his  prede- 
ceflbr  i  alledging  that  they  were  unalienable  in 
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themfelves,  and  befides,  that  the  grants  were  void, 
as  coming  from  an  uTurper.  Whether  fuch  pro- 
ceedings are  agreeable  with  juflice,  I  fhall  not 
examine  ;  but  certainly  a  prince  cannot  better 
confult  his  own  fafety  than  by  difabling  (hofe  whom 
he  renders  difccntent,  which  is  efFeclually  done 
no  other  way  but  by  depriving  thcni  of  their  pof- 
feflions. 

1 156.  While  the  king  was  thus  employed  at 
home,  intelligehce  came  that  his  brother  Geoffry 
Was  endeavouring  by  force  to  pofTefs  himfeli-  of 
the  earldom  of  Anjou^  to  which  he  had  fair  preten- 
fions  ;  for  their  father  confidering  what  vaft  domi- 
rions  would  fall  to  his  ekleft  fon,  bequeathed 
that  earldom  to  the  fecond  in  his  laft  ficknefs, 
and  commanded  his  nobles  then  about  him,  to 
take  an  oath  that  they  vvculd  not  fulfer  his  body 
to  be  buried  until  Henry  (who  v/as  then  ab'eni) 
fhould  fwear  to  obferve  his  will.  The  duke  of 
]>Iormandy^  when  he  came  to  affift  at  his  father*s 
obfequies,  and  found  that  without  his  compliance 
he  muft  draw  upon  himfelf  the  fcandal  of  keep* 
ing  a  father  unbun'ed,  took  the  oath  that  Was  ex- 
cited for  obfervance  of  his  will,  though  very 
much  againft  his  own.  But  after  he  was  in  pof- 
feffion  of  England^  whet  her 'it  u'ere  that  his  am- 
bition enlarged  with  his  dominions,  or  that  from 
the  beginning  he  had  never  intended  to  obferve 
what  he  had  fworn,  he  prevailed  v»'ith  pope  Adrian 
{o'i  EngliJh\>m\C)  to  difpenfe  v/ith  his  oath,  and 
in  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign  went  over  into 
Normandy^  drove  his  brother  intirely  out  of  Anjou^ 
and  forced  him  to  accept  a  penfion  for  his  main^ 
tenance.  But  the  young  prince,  through  the  re- 
fentment  of  this  unnatural  dealing,  in  a  fnort 
time  died  of  grief. 
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Nor  was  his  treatment  more  favourable  to  the 
king  of  Scots^  whom,  upon  a  flight  pretence,  he 
took  occafion  to  difpofTefs  of  Carlijle^  Newcajile^ 
and  other  places  granted  by  the  emprefs  to  that 
prince's  father,  for  his  fcrvices  and  aliiftance  in 
her  quarrel  againfi  Stephen. 

Having  thus  recovered  whatever  he  had  any 
title  to  demand,  he  began  to  look  out  for  new  ac- 
quifitions.  Ireland  was  in  that  age  a  country 
little  known  in  the  world.  The  legates  fent 
fometimes  thither  from  the  court  of  Rome^  for 
urging  the  payment  of  annats,  or  dire£ting  other 
Church  affairs,  repefented  the  inhabitants  as  a 
favage  people,  overrun  v/ith  barbarifm  and  fuper- 
ftition  :  for  indeed  no  nation  of  Europe^  where 
the  Chriftian  religion  received  fo  early  and  uni- 
verfal  admittance,  was  ever  fo  late  or  flow  in  feel- 
ing its  efFedls  upon  their  manners  and  civility  *. 
Inftead  of  refining  their  manners  by  their  faith, 
they  had  fufrered  their  faith  to  be  corrupted  by 
their  manners  ;  true  religion  being  almoft  defaced, 
both  in  do£lrine  and  difcipline,  after  a  longcourfe 
of  time,  among  a  people  wholly  funk  in  igno- 
rance and  barbarity.  There  feem  to  have  been 
two  reafons  why  the  inhabitants  of  that  ifland 
continued  fo  long  uncultivated  ;  firfl,  their  fub- 
jeftion  orvalfalage  tofo  many  petty  kings,  where- 
of a  g^eat  number  is  mentioned  by  authors,  be- 
fides  thofe  four  or  five  ufually  afllgned  to  the  fe- 
veral  provinces,  Thefe  princes  v/ere  engaged  in 
perpetual  quarrels,  in  doing  or  revenging  injuries^ 
of  violence,  or  lufl:,  or  treachery,  or  injuflice, 
which  kept  ihem  all  in  a  continual  ftate  of  war. 


*  The  IrijT?  had  been  very  learned  in  former  ages, 
but  had  declined  for  feveral  centuries  before  the  reign 
of  Henry  11.    Vide  Bede» 
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And  indeed  there  is  hardly  any  country,  how  re- 
nowned foever  in  ancient  or  modern  ftory,  which 
may  not  be  traced  from  the  like  original.  Nei- 
ther can  a  nation  come  out  from  this  llateof  coii- 
fufion,  until  it  is  either  reduced  under  one  head 
at  home,  or  by  force  or  conqueft  becomes  fubjedl 
to  a  foreign  adminiftration. 

The  other  reafon  why  civility  made  fuch  late 
entrances  into  that  ifland^  may  be  imputed  to  its 
natural  fituation,  lying  more  cut  of  the  road  of 
commerce  or  conqueft  than  any  other  part  of  the 
known  world.  All  the  intercowrfe  the  inhabi* 
tants  had,  was  only  with  the  weftern  coafts  of  IVales 
and  Scotland^  from  whence,  at  leaft  in  thofe  ages, 
they  were  not  like  to  learn  very  much  politenefs. 

1 155.  The  king,  about  the  fecond  year  of  his 
reign,  fent  amballadors  to  pope  Adrian^  with  in-» 
junctions  to  defire  his  licence  for  reducing  the  fa- 
vage  people  of  Ireland  from  their  brutifh  way  of 
living,  and  fuhjedling  them  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land.   The  king  proceeded  thus,  in  order  to  fet 
up  a  title  to  the  ifland,  wherein  the  pope  himfelf 
pretended  to  be  the  lord  of  the  fee  ;  for  in  his 
letter,  which  is  an  anfwer  and  grant  to  the  king's 
requefts,  he  infifts  upon  it,  that  all  iflands,  upon 
iheir  admitting  the  Chriftian  faith,  become  fub- 
je£l  to  the  fee  of  Rome ;  and  the  hijh  themfclves 
avowed  the  fame  thing  to  fome  of  the  firft  con- 
querors.   In  that  fore-mentioned  letter,  the  pope 
highly  praifes  the  king's  generous  defign  *,  and 
recommends  to  him  the  civilizing  the  natives,  the 
protedlion  of  the  Church,  and  the  payment  of 
Peter -pence.    The  ill  fuccefs  of  all  paft  endea- 
vours to  procure  from  a  people  fo  miferable  and 


*  Rad,  de  Dicefo, 
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irreligious  this  revenue  to  the  holy  fee,  was  a 
main  inducement  with  the  pope  to  be  eafy  and 
liberal  in  his  grant  ;  for  the  king  profelTed  a  de- 
fign  of  fecuring  its  regular  payment.  However, 
this  expedition  was  not  undertaken  until  fome 
years  after,  when  there  happened  an  incident  to 
fet  it  forward,  as  we  (hall  relate  in  its  place.  ^ 
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HENRY  the  SECOND'S  Charadler. 

Extrafted  from  the  MONKS, 
Hard  to  gather  his  Charafter  from  fuch  bad 

A  UTHOR  $• 

A.  WISE  prince,  to  whom  other  princes  re- 
ferred their  differences ;  and  had  ambaffadors  from 
both  empires,  Eaft  and  Weft,  as  well  as  others, 
at  once  in  his  court. 

Strong  and  brav/ny  body,  patient  of  cold  and 
heat,  big  head,  broad  breaft,  broken  voice,  tem- 
perate in  meat,  iifing  much  exercife,  juft  ftature, 
forma  elegant ijpma^  colore  fubrifo^   oculis  glaucis, 
lharp  wit,  very  great  memory,  conftancy  in  ad- 
verfity  [and  J  in  felicity,  except  at  laft  he  yielded, 
becaufe  almoft  forfaken  of  all  ;  liberal,  impofed 
few  tributes,  excellent  foldier  and  fortunate,  wife 
and  not  unlearned.    His  vices  :  mild  and  promif- 
ing  in  adverfity,  fierce  and  hard,  and  a  violator 
of  faith  in  profperity  ;  covetous  to  his  domefticks 
and  children,  although  liberal  to  foldiers  and 
ftrangers,  which  turned  the  former  from  him  ; 
loved  profit  more  than  juftice;  veryluftful,  which 
likewife  turned  his  fons  and  others  from  him.  Ro- 
famond  and  the  labyrinth  at  iVoodJlock.    Not  very 
religious  *  ;  mortuos  milltes  lugens  plus  quarn  vivos 
amans  ;  largus  in  publico^  parous  in  privato.  Con- 
ftant  in  love  and  hatred,  falfe  to  his  word,  mo- 
rofe,  a  lover  of  eafe.    Opprefibr  of  nobles,  ful- 
len,  and  a  delayer  of  juftice  ;  verho  varius  iff  ver^ 
futus — Ufed  churchmen  well  after  Beckefs  death  ; 
3  *  Brompton. 
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charitable  to  the  poor,  levied  few  taxes,  hated 
llaughter  and  cruelty  f.  A  great  memory,  and 
alv/ays  knew  thofe  he  once  faw. 

Very  indefatigable  in  his  travels  backwards  and 
forwards  to  Normandy^  &c.  of  moft  endlefs  defires 
to  increafe  his  dominions.    %    ^    %    %    ^  ^ 

^    ^    %    %    ^  ^ 
Catera  defiderantur* 

f  Girald^ 
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